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In  a  Democratic  fonn  of  Government,  where  the 

mally  to  be  expected,  that  a  deep  and  perradiBg  in» 
tecest  in  the  mo  veioejiu  of  Sutasmoa  aad  Politicians^ 
wiO  be  at  all  times  manifet^.  The  character  and 
csmdmt  of  thoae  ixudividuals  wiio  aid 
tile  pnUic  oonfidenoe,  are  sabjeeta  in  relation  to  which 
there  always  exists  a  desice  to  be  enlightened.  Tha 
nature  of  our  Institutione  is  s»ch,  that  erery  man 
becomesi  to  a  certain extenti  a  politician;  andnoona 
can  be  exalted  so  high,  as  not  to  feel  the  popular 
SGiutiiiy,  or  yield  to  the  popular  wiU.  It  is  £00?  these 
reasons,  that  the  History  of  Political  Parties  becomes 
so  Ml  of  importance  to  the  inteUigent  and  xeiiecting 
Toter* 

The  Politicai  History  of  Mr.  Hammond  has  re* 
ceived,  as  it  justly  merited,  a  large  share  of  public 
£BLT<»r.   While  it  is  iavaluaUe  to  the  profeasirmal 
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Boiiliciany  its  aize  uofortuuately  prevaute  its  gBueml 
<diQulatioii«i]iong  the  groat  maw  of  the  Tha 

ibUowiug  pages  have  been  writteii|  with  a  view  of 
mnedying  this  diflSiculty,  and  of  piacing  within  the 
reach  of  every  electofi  a  compeiidium  oi  thoae  iessoua 
•of  practical  stateemaBehip,  and  those  political  organ* 
izations  and  cbaugesi  wiuch  have  marked  the  bril- 
liant and  proeperous  career  of  our  noble  Stale. 

It  has  been  the  anxious  desire  of  the  Author,  to 
piesenre  the  most  rigid  impartiality  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  this  work,  and  to  tender  '  equal  and  exact  ju»* 
tiee '  to  all  classes  of  his  fellow  citizens.  If  he  has 
&iled  in  doing  this,  he  trusts  it  may  be  attributed, 
rather  to  his  inability  to  overcome  that  piejudice 
which  has  been  termed  ^the  besetting  sin'  of  the  par- 
tizan,  than  to  any  other,  or  more  censurable  motive. ' 
It  was  long  since  laid  down,  as  an  unvaiyhig  max- 
im, that  ^the  logic  of  a  politician,  like  the  anvil  of  the 
blacksmith,  leans  all  upon  the  one  side';  and  the 
writer  of  these  pages  will  not  claim,  at  this  day,  to  be 

entiielyezempt  from  the  fidhngs  which  are  incident 

to  mortality. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  the  frequent  references 

which  the  Author  lias  found  it  necessary  to  make,  to 
fhe  work  of  Mr.  Hammond,  and  the  other  books 
which  he  has  consulted,  have  been  followed  by  an 
imintentional  similarity  in  the  ideas  attempted  to  1)6 
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emiwjned,  or  in  Ae  forms  of  ocpmrion  whieh  have 

been  employed ;  nttther  is  it  at  all  unlikely,  that 
enm  have  been  oveilooked,  which  the  leader  may 
leadily  detect.  Such  as  it  is,  however,  this  book  is 
sabiiulted  to  a  generous  and  discriminating  public, 
who  will  best  understand  how  to  excuse  its  uuper- 
fections,  and  to  profit  by  everything  aasfnl  fliat  may 
befound  in  ita  pages. 
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POLITICAL  TAKTIES 

fli 

* 

THE  STATE  01?  NEW-YOEK. 


CHAPTER  I. 

1783 — Acknowledsrment  of  the  Independence  of  the  rnlted  States, 
and  Treaty  of  Peace  with  Great  Britain — Meeting  of  Commission- 
ers at  Annapolis — Recommendation  of  a  Nationai  Convention  by 
Confess — Controversy  in  relation  to  the  Grant  of  the  Import 
Ihitict  «l  the  port  of  New-Tork  to  tho  iG^oiiml  Gorenunent^ 
ReAisal  of  Gov.  Clinton  to  Convene  an  Extra  Session  of  the  Le- 
gislature— Alexander  Hamilton,  .lohn  Jay,  Kobort  H  Livingston, 
Philip  Schu^vler,  Geori^c  Clinton,  Rohert  Yates,  John  Lansing, 
MelancthoQ  Smith,  Samuel  Joneis— The  Conduct  of  the  Governor 
fe?iewed  in  the  Ifeif -York  LegielatiiTe,  eed  his  coQiee  tpproved 
hy  a  large  majority — Messrs.  Yates,  Lansing,  and  Hamilton,  ap- 
pointed Dcletjates  to  the  National  Convention — Projects  of  the 
dilierent  Parties  in  the  Convention — Withdrawal  of  Messrs.  Yate.^ 
and  Lansing — Adoption  of  the  F^eral  Constitution — The  Pro- 
ject of  a  State  Conventioii  ducuised  «t  the  eabfeqoeDt  seNtoii  of 
the  Legislature — The  Convention  called,  and  a  majority  of  Anti* 
Federalists  ek'ct('(l  as  Doloirrites — Debate  in  the  Convention  termi- 
nated by  the  intelligence  from  ]\'e\v-Uamj>shire,  and  the  Consti- 
tution Ratilied  by  the  united  vote  of  the  Federalists, aud  a  portion 
,  of  Gov.  Clinton's  friends— Adjournment  of  the  State  Convention 
—1788. 

The  existence  of  political  parties,  as  we  now  itn- 
derslaiid  the  teriOi  waa  almost  eatireiy  unknown  in 
ihe  United  Stales,  preiviotm  to  the  adoplkm  of  the 

Federal  Constitution.    At  tiie  commencement  of  the 
iievoiutionary  struggle  for  inde[)en donee,  there  were, 
il  is  tfiK^  a  Urn  fiuniUes.  in  each  of  Uio  Stalesi  wbo^ 
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either  from  motiTee  of  interest,  or     sincm  attach* 

ment  to  the  British  Government,  were  disposed  to 
array  theaiseives  in  opposition  to  the  revolted  Colo- 
nists. The  outburst  of  publie  enthusiasm  which 
greeted  the  promulgation  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, soon  compelled  them,  however,  openly  to 
take  sides  with  the  mother  country ;  and,  as  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  were  unitedi  heart  and  hand^  in 

the  deternniiatioa  to  resist  the  arbitrary  enactiiients 
of  the  British  Parliament,  those  who  supported  the 
claims  of  England,  and  who  weie  generally  designa- 
ted as  <^ories,"  were  regarded  and  treated,  on  all  sides, 
as  alien  enemies,  rather  than  citizens  of  this  country* 
The  one  great  idea — ^that  of  securing  the  privileges 
and  blessings  of  Freedom — prominent  in  the  minds  of 
men,  and  the  pervading  sentiment  of  admiiaUoii  for 
the  character  and  services  of  the  leader  of  the  Amer- 
ican armies,  prevented,  in  a  great  degree,  the  fritter- 
ing away  the  strength  and  resources  of  the  embryo 
ibqmblic,  in  tiie  vaki  and  nnwortiiy  contests  of  mere 
partlzanship.  Throughout  this  long  and  eventful 
period  in  the  history  of  the  country,  there  was  but 
one  party  deserving-  the  name — the  party  oi  Wash- 
ington and  of  Freedom  ! 
The  acknowledgment  of  our  independence  by  Great  ^ 

Bnlam,  and  the  ratiiication  of  the  treaty  of  peace  of 
1783,  at  once  led  to  the  formation  of  schemes,  and 
the  mganivation  of  factions,  having  in  view  the  ag*-- 
grandiflemeni  of  pcortietiSar  individuals,  nd  partien- 
lar  sections  of  the  country ;  but  a  few  years'  experi- 
ence after  the  peace,  convinced  intiritigent  and  lefiect- 
ing  meu,  that  the  Aitieles  of  dcmfiBdetation,  adopted  in 
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'1777,  w«re  wholly  incompetent  to  presenre  the  integ- 
Tity  of  the  Dmon,  and  regulate  the  eommeroe  of  the 

nation, Olid  its  intercourse  with  loreiga  governments; 
and  that  a  new  plan  of  government,  or  conatittition, 
ought  to  be  devised  and  adopted,  under  which  some 
power  should  be  created  to  act  upon  the  citizens  of 
each  btate.  Various  opinions  and  theories  of  gov- 
enanent  weve  rife  in  the  world.  Pditieal  econoinista 
seemed  to  spring  up  in  the  weelem  wildemessj  like 
Jonah's  gourd,  in  a  night.  The  natural  result  was, 
the  diriaioii  of  the  statesmen  and  pcditicians  of  the 
oouDtry  into  separate  on^aniantions ;  and  from  Ais 
period  may  we  date  the  rise  and  progress  of  political 
parties  in  this  State  and  nation. 
In  pnrsnanee  of  a  recommendation  of  commiaBion- 

ers  from  several  States,  among  whom  was  General 
Alexander  Hamilton,  wTio  had  iiitt  at  Annapolis,  in 
Maryland,  in  September,  1786,  to  take  into  consid- 
eration the  trade  and  eommeree  of  the  United  Statei^ 
and  to  consider  how  far  a  uniform  system  in  their 
conuneicial  intercourse  and  regulations  might  be  ne- 
oeaaary  to  (be  common  intereet  and  permanent  hap- 
piness" of  all  thu  Slates,  the  National  Conercss,  in 
February,  1787,  resolved  that  it  was  expedient  that 
comreiitioaEi  of  delegates^  to  be  appointed  by  tM 
s&venl  States,  shonld  be  held  at  Philadelphia  on  the 
second  Monday  in  May,  then  next,  "  for  the  sole  and 
egpresspmpoge  of  revising  the  Articles  of  Gonfedem* 
tkm^  and  repeating  to  Con^tess  and  the  several  Le« 

gislatures  such  alterations  and  provisions  therein  as 
should,  when  agreed  to  m  Congress,  and  conhrmed 
bjr  Urn  BtateSi  imder  the  Federal  Oonatitiition,  be  ad* 
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equale  Id  the  exigenciee  of  Qovemmeat,  and  tba  jure- , 
semtion  of  the  Union."  The  viem  and  opimons  of 

the  politicians  of  tlie  State  of  New-York  upon  the 
questions  coniiected  with  this  recommendationj  were 
defrdoped  in  the  debates  and  proceedings  of  the  Le* 
gislature^  convened  in  the  city  of  New- York  iii  the 
winter  of  1787 ;  but  as  the  collection  of  import  du- 
ties at  the  port  of  Mew*York  contributed  largely  to 
the  first  organization  of  different  politicat  parties  in 
this  State,  it  will  be  well  to  revert  briefly  to  the  pre- 
vious action  of  the  Legislature  upon  this  subject. 

In  1781|  an  aet  was  passed  by  the  Legislataie  of 
New-York,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation 
of  Congress,  which  granted  to  the  United  States  the 
import  duties  at  the  port  of  New-York,  to  be  levied 
and  collected  ^'undsr  such  penalties  and  regulations, 
and  by  sucli  ofli  Congress  should  from  time  to 

time  maisBf  order,  and  appoint,"    In  March,  17S3, 
thisael  was  repealed,  and  a  new  aot  passed,  granting 
the  duties  to  the  United  States,  but  directing  their  col- 
lection by  ofiicers  who  should  be  appointed  by  the^ 
Stale;  which  was  subsequently  amended,  soas  to  ren- 
der the  collectors  amenable  to,  and  removable  by,  the 
authorities  of  the  United  States.    At  the  close  of  the 
session  of  tiie  iiegisiature^  1786,  a  law  was  enacted 
granting  the  revenue  to  Congress,  but  reserving  to^ 
the  State  ^' the  sole  power  of  levying  aud  collecting 
the  duties."   This  law  was  treated  by  Congress  as  a 
nnUity,  and  they  thereupon  ^passed  a  resolution  re- 
questing Governor  Clinton  to  convene  the  Legisia-  * 
ture,  for  the  purpose  of  subiaUtiiig  this  subject  agaia 
to  its  consideratiaa."    The  Governor  replied  to  this 
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apt^katioii  by  lelter,  stating  that  U  would  aflwl  htm 
pleasofe  to  comply  with  the  request,  ^bat  that  he 

had  Jiot  the  power  to  convene  the  LcgisUiUiic  before 
the  time  fixed  by  law  for  their  stated  meethig,  except 
upon  *^eriraardinary  oecasient^ ;  and  as  the  present 
business  had  already  been  particularly  laid  before 
them,  and  so  recently  as  at  their  last  session  received 
their  deteiminationi  it  cannot  come  within  that  de- 
scription.'' Among  the  most  active  friends  rf  the 
unrestricted  grant  of  the  duties  to  the  United  States, 
was  Alexander  Hamilton,  subsequently  the  leader  of 
the  Federal  party  in  this  Stale,  and  the  principal  aih 
thor  and  champion  of  the  IVMieral  Constitution. 
With  iuux  were  associated  John  Jay,  one  of  the  lirst 
and  foiemost  adyocates  of  the  cause  of  independ* 
enee,  and  a  man  of  great  legal  learning,  and  nnUen^ 
ished  purity  of  character ;  Robert  R.  Livingston,  a 
gentleman  of  fine  address,  the  head  of  a  powerful 
and  influential  family,  and  the  highest  judicial  officer 
in  tiie  State  :  General  Schuyler,  ui  AiUiny,  the  father- 
ia-law  of  Hamilton ;  the  Van  Rensselaer  family ;  and. 
many  others,  eminent  for  their  talents  and  standing 
in  the  community. 

Tn  the  front  rank  of  tlie  opposition  was  George 
Clinton,  who  had  probably  a  stronger  hold  on  the 
afibctions  of  the  people  than  any  other  citizen  of  the 
State.  His  father  was  an  emiirrant  from  Ireland,  and 
settled  aX  an  early  period  m  Little  Bri tail),  Orange 
county.  He  was  mnch  respected  for  hts  patriotism 
and  private  virtues ;  at  one  time  officiated  as  a  county 
judge ;  and  was  a  colonel  iu  the  British  army  which 
inyaded  Canada  dujriog  the  French  war«  George 
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was  the  youngest  son,  and  was  bred  a  lawyer.  Soon 
after  the  completion  of  his  studies,  he  was  appoiated 
derk  of  the  couoty  of  Ulster,  by  Sir  Henry  Olinton^ 
the  Colonial  Governor,  to  whom  ilic  C>iinton  family 
are  said  to  have  been  distantly  rdated.  Notwith- 
ftaading  this  connectiim  with  one  of  the  principal 
officm  of  the  Grown,  be  was  one  of  the  earliest 
friends  of  the  American  cause.  He  possessed  a  clear 
and  logical  mindi  and  gxeat  decision  of  chamcter,  and 
was  thoronfrhly  indoctrinated  in  the  principles  of  the 
republican  school.  Without  any  of  the  adventitious 
aids  of  wealth  and  family  connections,  but  solely  ow- 
itt^  to  hi9  talents  and  priTate  virtues^  he  became  one 
of  the  most  conspicuous  patriots  of  the  day,  and  was 
almost  unanimously  elected  the  first  Governor  of  the 
State  of  New^York*  At  the  time  when  the  contro* 
versy  in  relation  to  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution arose,  Governor  Clinton  had  been  repeatedly 
elected  to  the  first  c^ce  in  the  State,  with  singular 
unanimity.  Among  the  most  prominent  of  hisfriends 

and  sup})orters,  were  Robert  Yates,  afterwards  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  John  Lansing,  a  dele- 
gate from  this  State  in  the  Convention  that  formed 
the  Constitntion,  and  subsequently  Chief  Jnstioe  tmd 
Chancellor,  and  Mr.  Mellancthon  Smith. 

The  position  occupied  by  Gov.  CHnton  and  his 
ftiendSy  in  opposing  the  surrender  of  the  revenue  ac- 
cruing at  the  port  of  New- York,  which  already  gave 
promise  of  its  future  value  and  unportancCi  was,  that 
the  State,  as  an  independent  sovereigntyy  associated 
widi  the  other  colonies  only  for  the  purpose  of  mu« 
txkai,  assistance  and  protection,  ought  not  to  give  up 
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in  fact,  had  become  the  settled  policy  uf  tlic  State.  In 
iussfieecli  to  the  Legislature,  at  theop^uigul  the 
smuaa  of  1787 ^  liie  Goromor  gave  a  staltnieat  of  tbo 
•iqi^ioatioa  which  Con^n^ess  had  made  to  him  to  call 
an  extra  meeting,  as  before  slated,  and  of  the  reagous 
vhieh  bad  impallad  hiia  lo  lefiiie  a  compUaiice  with 
the  Request  Upon  this  body'  devolved  the  duty  of 
decidinsr,  whether  thi.s  State  would  send  delegates  to 
the  National  Couveutioo,  aud  of  sekotiog  and  appoiatr 
iog  the  delegates,  in  ease  of  an  affirmative  deeisioo* 
'The  importimce  of  the  ([iieistioiis  to  be  broui^ht  before 
the  State  Legislature,  induced  the  friends  of  a  national 
government  to  put  Gen.  Hsmilion  in  nomination  for 
the  office  of  member  from  the  city  of  New-York. 
The  vigorous  exertions  of  the  merchants  of  that  city, 
and  of  his  political  friends,  seoured  his  eiection^  Gen» 
Schnyier  was  at  that  time  a  member  of  the  Senate ; . 
and  around  these  two  ijcntlcmeijj  ilie  opponents  of  the 
Governor,  in  each  house,  ralliod.  Mr«  Haiuxltou  had 
baoD  placed  at  the  head  of  the  committee  to  dmw  np 
an  answw  to  the  Executive  speech,  and  reported  one 
which  was  silent  in  respect  to  the  refusal  of  the  Gov- 
ernor to  call  an  extra  session  of  the  Legislature.  The 
friends  of  the  Governor,  the  leading  man  among 
wiiuiii  was  Saiiiucl  Jones,  a  learned  and  able  lawyer, 
afterwards  GompiroUer,  and  the  tatber  of  the  late 
Chancellor  Jones,  offered  an  amendment  to  the  an*- 
«wer,  approving  of  the  conduct  of  Governor  Clinton. 
The  debate  on  the  question  of  adopting  the  amend- 
ment was  ooDduoted  with  great  ability,  and  some 
asperity,  on  both  sides.  The  most  prominent  speskers 
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were  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Jones.  The  true  point 
in  coatxoveffsy  was,  whether  ttme  was  an  ^'extraor- 
dinary occasion''  for  convening  an  extra  session  of 

the  Leo^islatiire,  within  the  meaning  of  the  Coustitu- 
tion;  but  during  the  progress  of  the  discussion  which 
ensnedy  the  claims  of  the  Confederation  on  this  Stafie^ 
and  its  reciprocal  relations  to  the  Confederacy,  were  ex- 
amuied  and  considered.  On  the  question  being  taiieUy 
the  amendment  was^doptedby  a  TOte  of  thirty-six  to 
nine,  showing  coneUisiveiy  that  the  Anti-Federalists 
held  a  powerful  preponderance  in  the  popular  branch 
of  the  Legislature.  In  the  Senate,  also,  a  large  ma- 
jority concurred  wi  A  the  Goirernor.  The  Legislature^ 
decided  in  iitvor  of  sending;  deleo-ates  to  the  National 
Convention,  and  appointed  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Lansing,, 
and  Gm.  Hamilton,  soch  delates.  The  two  gentle* 
men  first  named,  were  selected  as  the  representatives 
•of  tlic  majority,  who  were  opposed  to  any  material 
alteration  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  and  to  the- 
finrmation  of  a  new  govemmkit ;  while  Gen.  Hamil- 
ton was  appoiiitcd,  in  a  liberal  spirit  of  concession,  as 
being  the  ablest  and  most  eloquent  partiian  iu  the^ 
ranks  of  the  opposition. 

The  ^iational  Convention  assembled  at  Pliiladcl- 
phia,  at  the  time  appointed  by  Congress.  The  dele-- 
gates  in  attendanee  were  found  to  be  divided  into 
three  classes.  One  portion  of  them  desired  to  confine 
the  Convention  to  an  enlargement  of  the  powers  oC 
the  Confederation.  The  delegates  from  New- York 
were  restricted  to  this  ol^eet,  by  the  terms  of  the  reso^- 
lution  nnder  which  they  were  appointed.  For  this 
reason,  Messrs,  Yates  and  Lansing  withdrew  frook 


Digitized  by  Google 


HI  KKW^YCBM* 


Ike  Coimiitmiy  afi«r  a  majority  of  the  membm  hid 
detemniied  to  aboluh  the  Cofifed«racy,  and  adopt  a 

new  lorin  of  srovernment.  Mr.  Htunilton,  liuwever, 
elected  to  remain,  on  his  own  responsibility.  The 
dfllegales  from  New-Jeney  and  Delaware^  and  the 
eriebrated  Luther  Martin,  of  Maryland,  entertained 
similar  views  with  tiie  majority  of  tiie  New- York 
cUegation.  The  plan  of  amendmont  to  the  Aitielaa 
Confederatioii  which  these  gentlemen  proposed, 
was,  the  creation  of  an  Executive  department,  to  con- 
aiit  of  one  or  more  persons,  who  were  to  possess  the 
power  of  appointing  oertain  effiean,  and  diieeting^ 
military  operations,  and  of  a  court  of  admiralty ;  and  a 
declaration  that  liie  constitutional  acts  of  Congress,, 
and  all  treaties,  fthonld  be  the  eopiemelawof  the  States^ 
They  farther  projKwed,  that  the  Federal  Executive 
should  be  authorized  to  caii  forth  the  powers  of  the 
confedeialed  States,  to  compel  obedience  and  obeenr- 
aoce  of  each  acta  and  tieatiei.  The  party  m  the 
CoiiVLiitiou  headed  by  Gen.  Hamilton,  went  to  the 
extreme  on  the  other  hand,  and  avowed  it  lo  be  their 
dasire  to  create  a  strong  govemmeat,  porely  natioiiaI» 
Among  other  features  of  Mr.  Hamilton's  plan,  were 
the  following :  the  election  of  members  of  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives,  to  serre  for  three  years;  tfaedivi- 
fioa  of  the  States  into  ^tricts,  for  the  purpose  of 
choosinsf  electors  to  elect  the  S(  nntors,  and  electors 
who  were  to  elect  Presidential  Electors  ;  that  the 
Sanators  and  the  President  should  hold  their  offieea 
during  good  behavior ;  that  the  laws  of  the  States, 
contrary  to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the 
UiiitedStaie8,^nUbeatteriy  void;  and  that  the  Qov<* 
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ernors  of  the  several  States  should  be  appointed  by  the 
PlEwidoiitiiid  SfMltji  Mid  bnt  in  niMuintifiiMt  tqIooii 
all  laws  attmpted  to  be  paased  by  tlM  State  LegiaU* 

tures.  The  project  of  n  jndiciaiy  eslablishinciit  in- 
troduced by  Mr.  Uamiiton,^was,  iu  substaXM^  hi^ly 
adoptad ;  md  hia  ideas  in  ralation  to  tha  powera  4£ 
the  Executive,  in  makinsr  treaties,  in  the  use  of  the 
TretO|  and  the  appomtment  of  oliicers,  wexe,  to  a 
gMaler  cat  lata  azteot,  iooorpoialediato  tha  new  Gon- 
atLtttlion. 

Between  the  two  ultra  classes  in  the  Convention, 
a  third  party  was  formed,  at  the  head  of  which  waa 
Jamaa  Madison,  of  Yiigiaia*  The  achfiona  of  govanw 
ment  proposed  by  Mr.  Madison,  was  sketched  in  a 
aeries  of  resolutions  dxawa  by  him,  and  presented 
by  Mr.  Bandolph.  Tbia  was  called  Tha  Yirginia 
plan,''  and  proposed  the  formation  of  a  government, 
partly  iiaiioiial  and  partly  federal :  the  people  of  the 
Union  ware  to  be  represented  in  one  branch  of  the 
L^islatiue,  and  the  Sarnies  in  tha  other ;  while  the 

national  Executive  was  to  be  crealcd.  ])cirtly  by  the 
people,  and  partly  by  the  States.  A  suilicieut  number 
4i£  the  ultraa  on  either  aide  having  yielded  to  tbia 
middle  coorae,  the  Constitution,  as  it  now  atanda,  ex«* 
elusive  of  the  subsequent  amendments,  was  adopted 
hf  a  majority  of  the  Convantioni  and  raccmunaudad 
totheStatea. 

The  recoil uiKMidalion  of  the  National  Convention 
produced  little  el&ct  on  tlie  Anti-i^'ederalists  in  thia 
estate.  They  regaided  the  new  form  of  govern- 
ment, aa  a  meaflure  calculated  to  de|mve  the  State 
of  tha  commaruhng  in^ence  and  power  which  it 
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would  oamrally  liave  e^Hjod^  from  its  comparative 
M8  and  popoiilliQii,  and  leduoe  ilia  a  lavai  wilh  dio 
smaUaat  Stele  in  tbe  Unioii ;  and  tte  adofitioii  va% 

therefore,  opposed,  for  the  same  reasons  whicli  influ- 
enced th&ok  ia  reiusiag.to  sunender  the  mreaua 
dutiea  to  the  United  States.  The  principal  gionnd  of 
opposition,  however,  uai>j  Unit  the  proposed  Consti- 
tatioa  entire [y  departed  from  tiie  principles  of  a  Coor 
Merneyi  and  ccmetitoted  a  ecmaolidaled  National 
Goremment  vested  with  extensive  powers,  operating 
not  upon  the  States,  but  upon  individuals  ;  that  it  di- 
wlad  the  Stalea  of  their  aovemgntjr;  that  iteiolhed 
the  Pkeatdent  with  too  nnieh  power  and  patronage ; 
and  that  the  people  themselves  were  not  sufiicieiUly 
protected  by  a  bill  of  rights.  Gov.  Clintou  and  hie 
frimda  adhered  athetly  to  the  terms  of  tbe  leadntion 
forthie  appointment  of  deleir-ites  from  this  State,  and 
cont^ided  that  tbe  Convention  was  limited  to  the 
borineas  of  amanding  tbe  Ai  tides  of  Ckmfisdamtion^ 
and  had  no  power  to  eieate  a  new  Constitntion.  lia 
his  speech  to  the  Legislature  convened  in  1788,  al- 
though the  Cooatitntion  liad  bean  long  betbxe  that 
tioie  reported  and  puUished,  tbe  Ckymnm  studiously 

avoided  all  allusion  to  the  subject.  On  the  17th  of 
January,  the  matter  was  brought  before  tbe  Legislar 
tme,  by  Mr*  Egbert  BensoO)  who  offirsd  a  lesototioa 
providing  for  calHiig  a  Convention  of  ddegates  to 
be  elected  by  the  people,  in  accordance  with  the  re- 
comoieiidiition  of  Congress^  to  take  into  oonsideratian 
tbe  propriety  of  adopting  ^  Federal  Constitntion. 
Mr.  Schoonmaker,  a  member  froiu  Ulster,  thereupon 
{proposed  a  pceamble  to  the  resolutioiii  setting  forth 
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the  ground  of  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Anti-Fede* 
iiKlisis,  to  the  action  of  the  Natioul  C^nvatioii.  The 
adoptkm  of  this  preamble  was  supported  by  Mr.  Jbnes^ 

but  the  resolution  linaliy  passed  botii  branches  oi  liie 
Legislature. 

The  eleetioD  of  delegates  to  the  Stale  Cdnvention 

took  place  in  the  spring  of  1788,  and  appears  to  have 
turned  solely  on  the  consideratioUi  whether  the  can- 
didales  were  for  or  agaitist  the  adoption  of  the  Conr 
stitatioii.  The  people  of  the  northern  and  middle 
counties  were  generally  against,  and  those  of  the 
southern  ooonties  in  favor  of  the  measure.  Many 
able  dissertations,  both  for  and  against  the  new  plan 
of  government,  were  published  at  this  time,  and  the. 
numbers  of  the  Federalist,  written  by  Hamilton, 
Jay,  and  Madison,  were  extensirety  circulated  and 
read. 

In  the  city  of  New- York,  John  Jay,  Alexander 
IKimilton,  Ohancdlcxr  Liyingston,  Bichaxd  Morris, 
then  Chief  Justice,  and  James  Dimne,  Mayor  of  the 
city,  were  elected  as  delegates.  Mr.  Jay,  who  ran 
consideral^y  in  advance  of  his  ticket,  received  two 
-  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-fi^  votes,'  out  of 
two  thousand  ei2:ht  hundred  and  thirty-three,  the 
whole  number  cast.  In  the  county  of  yMbany, 
where  the  new  Constitution  had  been  publicly  burn- 
ed, Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  Jacob  Cuyler,  Francis 
Nicoll,  J.  Bioodgood,  Peter  Gansevoort,  John  Lan- 
sing, Jr*,  Robert  Yates,  Henry  Outhou^  Peter  Vroo*- 
man,  T.  Al  Ten  Eyck,  and  Derick  Swart,  the 
Anti-Federal  candidates,  were  elected.  Besides  the 
distinguished  xa&u  chosen  from  the  cities  of  New- 
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Y(^k  and  Albany,  Gov.  Clinton  was  eleoled  from 
4he  cmmtjr  of  UlstMr,  Qen,  JaoMi  Oliolaii,  ftlhtr 
of  Dewitt  Clinton,  from  the  county  of  Orange,  Me- 
lancthon  Sinitii  from  the  county  of  Dutchess,  and 
other  emfatent  Gitiaeii%  fiom  the  counties  on  IfaeNoxth 
River.  The  lesnlt  thmigfaoiit  the  State  vas,  tbut 

New-York,  Westchester,  Kinj^s,  and  Richmond,  eU  ct 
ed  Federalists  j  the  counties  of  Albany,  Montgooaery, 
Waahington,  Oiilumhia,  ]>ateheaa^Ulalcir>  and  Oian||t, 
Anti-Federalists ;  and  the  delesrates  from  Suffolk  and 
Qoeeos  weie  divided*  The  wlioie  niunher  of  dele- 
Kalos  was  mtj-mm. 

The  Stale  Canventimi  was  organinadi  on  the  17th 
of  June,  1788,  by  the  appointment  of  George  Clinton 
4US  Pfesident.  Ghancelios  liviagston  opened  the  dteh 
hate,  in  an  ekiqiiaQt  addzeaa  to  the  Convantion,  in 

which  lie  pointed  out  the  necessity  of  the  Union  to 
this  State,  the  radical  delects  of  the  existing  Couled- 
ecalioay  and  the  magnitnda  and  impcartanoe  of  the 
qneationa  then  to  be  eonaidemL  The  diacuaaion  of 
the  various  clauses  of  the  Constitution  occupied  three 
weeks,  during  which  time  several  important  amand- 
menta,  in  addition  to  thoaa  which  had  baan  proposed 
by  the  Cuiiveution  of  Massachusetts,  were  adopted. 
On  the  11th  of  July,  Mr.  Jay  moved  "  that  the  Con- 
stitution be  ratified,  and  that  whatevec  lunandinattta 
miglit  be  cteomed  expedient,  difiuld  be  ree^mmmded.** 
This  motion  encountered  the  vigorous  oppobiliou  of 
the  Anti*Federalist8,  who  had  been  elected  with  the 
underatanding,  tfiat  unleaa  the  propoaad  Gmatatoiion 
should  be  materially  altered,  they  would  vote  for  its 

f^ieaioai  aiMl  no  doubt  they  sincerely  beiieved  it 
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would  be  unsaid  to  adoipi  it  without  such  altmtioiu 
ThflTf  ibmS<m  propoied  to  amend  Mr,  S«fu  resoiii- 

tion,  so  lhat  ii  should  read  "  that  the  Constitution  be 
ratihed  on  the  condition  that  certain  speciiied  amend* 
mooto  thooid  be  nuide.''  A  protmcted  and  idble  di»- 
ftlkywed,  which  waa  tenninatiedi  tipoii  the 
arrival  of  the  intelligence  that  the  Convention  of 
Kew-Hampefaire  had  ratified  the  Ooiiatiiutk»*  Nine 
Statee,  which  waa  the  mudlier  leqniaite  to  aecure  tfie 
adoption,  having  sig-nified  their  assent,  the  qucstiou 
with  the  New- York  Convention  was  not  whether  they 
abould  ratify  the  Ck>D8titttti0n,  but  whether  they  efaould 
secede  from  the  Union.  The  Federalists  then  pro- 
posed to  amend  the  amendment,  so  that  the  resolution 
Oifeffed  by  Mr.  Jay  wookl  read :  ^Resolved,  that  tho 
Conadttitim  be  mtified,  in  fM  emfidmce  that  the 
amendments  proposed  by  this  Convention  will  be 
adopted." 

To  this  resolutioii  a  number  of  tfie  Anti^Federalists, 

headed  by  Gilbert  Livins^ston  and  Melancthon  Smith, 
both  of  whom  had  been  elected  as  Anti-Federalists, 
and  the  latter  well  known  aB  an  ardent  peieenalfnend 
and  admmr  of  G07.  Giinton,  rebietantly  yielded  Aoir 
assent.  This  course,  it  is  understood,  was  taken  un- 
der the  confidential  advisement  of  the  Governor ;  as 
he  and  his  fziends,  thougfi  firmly  eonvinced  that  Nenr- 

York  was  sacriiicini^  too  much  political  power,  and 
surrendexing  too  many  oi  the  iKUural  advantages  of 
her  geogiaphicai  position,  could  not  bat  foresee  that 
a  8eeessi(m  from  the  Union,  at  this  crins,  would  ex* 
pose  the  State  to  unmment  perils  and  dangers,  which 
it  was  the  part  of  wisdom  mid  sonnd  policy  to  avoids 
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At  the  close  of  an  eloquent  speech  delivered  by  Ml 
Livmgston,  in  which,  after  re^tirmiag  his  sinceie 
convietioQ  that  there  was  no  safety  under  the  Con* 
stitution  unless  amended,  he  stated  that  he  felt  bound, 
as  an  American  and  a  Whig,  proud  of  his  country 
and  devoted  to  her  mteieatBi  to  vote  fat  the  adoption 
of  the  resoliitioii,  with  the  bill  of  righta  and  amendr 
ments  coutaiiied  m  it,  the  final  vote  was  taken.  Fifty- 
aeven  meiabersy  exoluaiTe  of  the  Piesident,  [Gov* 
dhiton,!  wm  pieaent,  ttiirty  of  whom  voted  for  the 

ratification,  aiid  Uventy-scven  against  it. 

The  decision  of  the  Nc^v-Yorlc  Convention  was 
made  on  the  26th  of  July,  Befoie  doaii^  the 

fmion,  Gov.  Clinton  addressed  the  CooventiiMi,  and, 
in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  stated  that  the  proba- 
bility was^  that  the  body  of  the  people  who  weiie  op- 
posed to  the  ConstitDtioii  woold  not  be  satisfied ;  bat 
that  he  would  exert  his  power  and  julluciice  to  keep 
up  peace  and  good  order  among  Uiem.  A  circuiar 
letter,  drawn  by  Mr.  Jay,  addressed  to  the  other  States^ 
and  requesting  their  co-operation  in  securing  the 
adoption  ol  tlie  amfindnieuts  proposed  by  the  New- 
Yofk  Convention,  was  then  read  and  snbeeribed  by 
ill  the  merobers  praeant^  and  the  Oonvmition  ad- 
journed without  day. 
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1788— State  of  Parties  after  the  Adoption  of  the  Federal  Constita- 

tion — Washington,  his  Political  PreiSuences  and  AppointmeDts-^ 
FaUure  of  the  New-York  Legi>ilalure  toelect  United  States  Sena* 
tor<i,an(l  "Division  of  the  State  into  Congressional  Districts — Nom- 
ination oi  Robert  Yates  as  the  Federal  Candidate  for  Governor — 
Ke-election  of  Gov.  Clinton,  and  the  Choice  of  a  Federal  Majority  in 
tke  Legietotmre  Stito  OOesrs  in  178&*-OMuieil<rf'  Appointment, 
their  Powers  and  Mode  of  Election — The  Council  of  Reviaina 
Veto  the  Bill  providing  for  the  Choicp  of  Unitod  Statrs  Soiintor*? — 
Philip  Schuyler  and  Rufus  Knv^  cleLted  Senators — KobLi  l  Yates 
M>pointed  Chief  Justice,  and  John  Lansing,  Jr.,  Associate  J  udge-^ 
Fanding  System  and  Bank  Project  of  Gen.  Hamilton— Jamee  Kent 
— Aaron  Burr  appoiiitsd  to  fuecaed  Oao.  Miuyler  as  Senator 
Census  of  the  State  and  new  Apportionment— Morgan  Lewis  ap- 
pointed Attorney  General — Inquiry  into  the  Conduct  of  the  Gov- 
ernor on  the  Sale  of  the  Public  Lands— Contest  between  Gov. 
Clinton  and  John  Jay — The  former  declared  elected  by  the  Stata 
CanvaMors — Controreiey  tli0reupon-<-Appointinent  of  additional. 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court — DitFiculty  between  the  Governor 
and  Council  of  AppointmcTit — Address  of  Gov.  Clinton*  in  whick 
he  declines  being  a  Candidate  for  re-election — 1795. 

With  Ae  adoptkm  of  tfie  Fedml  Goostitutioi^ 

party  spirit  was  for  a  time  almost  entirely  hushed. 
Viewed  la  its  true  light,  as  the  offspring  of  mutual 
eoncanicm  and  compromifle  between  the  fheDds  of  a 
•trong  oonsolidatad  gOTeninieiit  en  the  one  hand, 
and  the  advocates  of  a  simple  confederation  of  the 
States  on  the  other,  thia  great  work  of  the  Philadel- 
phia Convention  seemed  to  call  forth  a  general  ex- 
pression of  approbation.  The  original  distinction  be- 
tween the  Federalists  and  the  Kepubiicans,  was  still 
pieaenredi  though  but  rarriy  eadubtted.  Between 
these  two  parties,  it  was,  no  doubt,  the  daaiie  of 
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Washington  to  ranain  entirely  noiiual.  The  char- 
acter of  his  mind,  however,  which  was  eminently 
commvative,  in  the  better  aense  of  the  wovd^indaoed 
liiiii  to  look  with  disfavor  on  tlie  proon-ss  of  that 
spirit  of  innovation  which  had  given  the  most  elfect- 
vnl  impulae  to  the  Revoiutioni  through  fear  that  the 
rights  and  privileges  already  secured,  might  be  en- 
dangered, in  the  attempt  to  reach  '  the  utmost  bound 
cf  ciril  hberty.'  From  this  consideration,  in  addition 
to  the  feelings  of  personal  attachment  and  regard 
which  he  cherished  for  (ieii.  Ilaiiiilujii.  it  is  probable 
that  Washington  was  o^enn ally  persuaded,  iu  accord- 
ance with  the  wishes  of  the  fanner,  to  bestow  die  pa- 
tronage of  the  National  Government,  in  the  State  of 
J^ew-York,  upon  the  persouui  en»  iiiies  or  political 
opponents  of  Gov.  Clinton*  In  addition  to  the  ap- 
pointm^t  of  Gen.  Hamilton  as  Secretary  of  the  Tree- 
sury,  and  of  John  Jay  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  United 
States,  James  Uuaue  was  made  Judge,  Richard  Har- 
rison, Attorney,  and  William  S«  Smith,  Marshal,  for 
tlie  District  of  New- York.  All  of  thes(^  i:ciit lei nen 
were  decidedly  active  in  their  opposition  to  Gov. 
Clinton;  wfaosefriends  appear  to  have  been  wholly 
overlooked.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  Huiuilton,  in  this  way,  to  destroy  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Governor,  and  overthrow  the  dominant 
party,  of  which  he  was  the  acknowledged  bead ;  hut 
the  strong  hold  u  hicli  Clinton  possessed  upon  tiie 
affiactions  of  the  people,  and  the  patronage  of  the  State 
Government,  with  the  aid  of  the  migority  of  the  Leg- 
islature, who  w«^re  his  warm  supporters,  enabled  him 
successfully  to  defy  all  opposition. 
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On  the  13th  of  October,  17SS,  Gov.  Clinton  issued  a 
pioclamatiaUi  requiring  tlie  Legi&laiure  to  meet  at 
Albany,  on  tb\e  Sth  of  December;  on  whidi  day  that 
body  aasembied.  The  lower  house  was  orgaoked 
by  the  unanimous  choice  of  John  Lansing,  Jr.,  as 
Speaker.  In  bis  speech  to  the  Legislature,  the  Gov- 
ernor reiterated  the  sentiment  which  he  had  preT«f»u»> 
ly  expressed,  thui  the  Fed(^ic  i  Constitutioji  had  been 
ratified  "on  the  express  coulidence,  liiat  the  exercise 
of  different  powers  would  be  suspended  until  il  should 
undergo  a  revision  by  a  general  convention  of  the 
States but  it  is  scarcely  to  be  presumed  that  he 
seriously  entertained  the  idea  that  a  second  Conyen- 
tion  would  be  called.  On  the  contrary,  this  declara- 
tion  m;iy  ratlier  be  reiraided  as  an  indirect  protest 
against  the  latitudiuarian  notions  in  reiatioi^  to  the 
construction  of  the  Constitutian,  and  the  powers  of 
the  General  Government,  whicli  beiran  to  be  mani- 
fested by  many  of  the  leading  members  of  the  i 'ede- 
ral  party.  That  the  Governor*  had  this  ol]gect  in 
view,  as  a  means  of  combining  and  stiengthening  the 
Repubhcan  party,  appears  evident,  from  the  fact  that 
one  of  his  friends,  (Mr.  Jones^)  on  the  19th  day  of 
January  following,  introduced  a  bill  into  the  Assem* 
bly,  providing  for  die  election  of  United  States  Sena- 
tors. The  two  liouses  having  failed  to  agree  upon 
the  details  of  the  bill,  New-York  was  not  represented 
in  the  Senate  during  the  first  session  of  Congress. 
Presidential  Electors  were  chosen  at  this  session, 
and  the  Stale  divided  into  districts  for  theeleetioii  of 
six  members  of  the  House  of  Repreeeatatives.  The 
lirst  members  elected  under  the  new  Constitutimi, 
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were 'Egbert  Benson,  "William  Floyd,  Jolm  ilatiiui  i), 
Jeremiah  Yaa  J^eossolaex,  Johu  Lawrauce,  and  Peter 
Sylvester. 

As  the  tenn  of  ofiice  of  Gov.  Clinton  was  to  expire 
m  Jaiy,  1/69,  active  preparalioiis  began  to  be  iiiade 
by  the  Federalists,  to  prevent  his  le-election.  Not- 
withstanding their  success  in  securing  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution,  and  the  prevalent  feeling  in  favor 
ot  the  General  Governcoent,  the  Federal  party  niet 
with  considerable  difficulty,  in  selecting  a  candidafte 
who  could  be  sup})orted  with  any  chance  of  snccess. 
After  various  propositions  had  been  brought  iorward 
and  discarded,  they  seem  to  have  concluded  that  it 
was  impossiUe  to  defeat  Gov.  Clinton,  unless  a  por> 
tion  of  the  Anti-Fedcroiisls  could  be  drawn  ofi  from 
his  support.  For  this  purposei  a  meeting  of  Federal- 
^  ists  was  held  in  the  city  of  New*York,  on  the  11th 
of  February,  1789,  at  which  Robert  YateSj  then  one 
of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreuie  Court,  and  previously 
well  known  as  a  leading  Anti-Federalist,  and  a 
cided  opponent  of  the  new  Constitution,  was  nomi- 
nated as  their  candidate  for  Governor.  At  this  meet- 
ing,  Gen*  Hamilton.  Robert  Troup^  Wm.  Duer,  Aanm 
Bnrr,  and  others,  were  appointed  a  committee  of  cor- 
respondence. On  the  24th  of  February^  Jud^^^e  Yates 
signiiied  his  aooeptance  of  the  nomination.  On  the 
87th  of  the  same  month,  Chief  Justice  Morris,  who 
had  been  spoken  of  as  the  Federal  candidate,  and 
who  would  probably  have  been  more  acceptable  to 
the  great  majority  of  the  partyi  publicly  declined.  In 
addition  to  thedefiaction  of  Col.  Burr,  and  otfanr  Anti-^ 
Federalists,  who  took  ground  against  Gov.  Clinton^ 
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meetings  were  held  at  Albany,  Schcnectadv,  and  other 
places,  by  persons  claiming  to  belong  to  the  smuue 
pttrtjr,  who  Jcesolyed  to  support  Judge  Yates. 

The  election,  which  was  closely  contested,  came 
off  in  April,.and  resulted  in  the  re-election  of  Gov. 
Clinton,  and  the  choice  of  a  majority  of  Federal 
members  of  the  Assembly.  Under  the  State  Consti- 
tution then  in  existence,  none  but  freeholders  voted 
for  Governor:  uid  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast, 
barely  exceeded  twelve  thousand,  Gov.  Clinton  re- 
ceiving six  thousand  three  hundred  ninety-one.  and 
Judge  Yates  five  thousand  nine  iiundred  sixty- 
two.  Theconntiesof  New- Y(Nrk,  Westchester,  Dutch- 
ess, Columbia,  Albany,  and  Montgomery,  gave  Fed- 
eral majorities.  The  county  of  Ulster,  in  wliich  Gov. 
Clinton  commenced  his  professional  and  political  car 
leer,  gave  him  one  thousand  thirty-nine  votes,  out 
of  one  thousand  two  hundred  forty-five,  the  whole 
number  polled.  The  principal  Stat^  nijicors  at  this 
time,  were  as  follows :  Pierre  Van  Cortland,  Lieu-- 
tenant  Governor;  R.  R.  Livingston,  Ohancellor;  Rich- 
ard Morris,  Chief  Justice ;  Robert  Yates,  and  John 
8I0S8  Hobart,  Associate.  Justices ;  Lewis  Allain  Scott, 
Secretary  of  State ;  Richard  Yarick,  Attorney  Gene- 
ral ;  and  Simeon  Dewitt,  Surveyor  General.  The 
Council  of  Appoiiitment  consisted  of  Samuel  Towiis- 
end,  Peter  Van  Ness,  John  Hathorn,  and  John  Wil- 
liams, aU  Anti-Federalists.  Of  this  "body  the  Gov- 
ernor was  President,  by  virtue  of  his  office ;  and  he 
was  required  by  the^  Constitution,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Council,  to  appoint  all  officers'' 
not  otherwise  provided  for  in  that  instrument.  The 
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remaining  members  of  the  Council  were  selefted 
annually  by  the  Assembly^  from  the  Seuatois,  one 
being  chosen  from  each  district  The  number 
of  Senatorial  districts  at  tliis  time,  was  four,  viz :  the 
Southern,  Middle,  Eastern,  and  W  estern. 

On  tile  6th  day  of  July,  the  Legislature  convened 
at  Albany,  in  pursuance  of  the  proclamation  of  the 
Governor,  lor  the  purpose  of  making  provision  for 
the  election  of  United  States  Senators.  Gulian  Ver« 
I^nck,  a  member  elected  from  the  city  of  New-York, 
was  chosen  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  without  oppo- 
sitioQ.  On  the  21st  of  July,  a  bill  was  passed  by  the 
two  houses,  providing  for  the  election  of  Senators  in 
Congress,  which'  was  retmiied  by  the  Council  of  Re- 
vision, consisting  of  the  Chancellor,  Judges  of  the 
Supienle  Court,  and  Governor,  with  objections.  As 
the  Council  possessed  the  power  of  vetoing  all  laws, 
unless  passed  by  two-thirds,  of  both  houses  of  the 
Legislature,  and  there  was  not  the  requisite  majority 
in  favor  of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  it  was  lost.  At  a 
subsequent  day,  the  Legislature,  by  joint  resolution, 
appointed  Gen.  Philip  Schuyler,  and  Rufus  King, 
Senators.  The  latter  gentleman  had  recently  remov- 
ed from  Massax:husetts,  which  State  he  had  previously 
rqnesented  in  the  Continental  Congress,  with  great 
ciedit  to  himself  and  to  his  constituents. 

At  the  regular  session  of  the  Legislature  in  1790, 
Philip  Livingston,  John  Cantine,  Philip  Schuyler,  and 
Edward  Savage,  wete  elected  members  of  the  Coim- 
cil  of  Appointment.  Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  South- 
em,  and  Gen.  Schuyler,  from  tiie  Western  District, 
were  Federalists  i  Mr.  Cantine,  from  the  Middle,  and 
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Mr.  Savage,  ftom  the  Eastern  District,  were  Bepfibli* 

cans.  The  Ro})n])lican  memlr.^rs  of  the  Council  pro- 
bably owed  their  election  to  tire  fact,  that  all  the  Sena- 
tors iBrom  their  respective  districts  belonged  to  the  same 
party,  as  it  is  not  to  be  presnmed  that  the  Federalists 
would  have  vohtntarily  yielded  to  their  oppouents 
the  entire  control  of  the  State  patronage.  The  offices 
becomiiig  vacant  during  the  existence  of  this  Council, 
were  generally  hRfSitowed  on  Iv  piil  iicans.  Richard 
Morris  iiaving  resigned  the  olfice  of  Chief  Justice, 
Robert  Yates  was  appointed  as  his  successor.  The 
vacancy  made  by  the  promotion  of  Judge  Yales,  was 
fiMi^d  by  the  appoininieut  of  Joliii  Lansing,  Jr.  The 
Federal  members  of  the  Council  supported  Egbert 
Benson,  and  the  Republicans  Mr.  Lansing,  who  was 
appointed  by  iho  casting  vote  of  the  Oovcruor.  At  ft 
subsequeait  meeting  of  the  Council,  Abraham  Yates, 
Jr.,  was  appointed  Mayor  of  Albany,  Peter  Ganse- 
voort,  .Sherilf,  aud  Richard  Liisli.  Clerk,  in  the  same 
iriMuner. 

The  next  general  election  was  held  in  April,  1790, 

and  a  nominal  majority  of  Federal  members  were 
elected  to  both  houses  of  the  Legislature.  Party 
lines  were  not  very  distinctly  marked,  as  seyeml 
of  the  members  who  had  been  elected  as  Feder- 
alists, were  friendly  to  Gov.  Clinton.  At  the  ses- 
sion of  Congress  held  in  New-York,  during  the 
summer  of  this  year,  the  Funding  System  of  Gen. 
H'lTuiiton,  and  his  project  for  a  National  Bank,  which 
had  agitated  the  public  mind  from  the  time  of  the 
organization  of  the  Government,  were  the  prominent 
subjects  of  discussion.    The  Republicans  of  this 
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8M«  were  s^euerally  opposed  to  the  amnnfitioii  by 

the  uaiioii  of  the  State  debts,  and  the  chartering  of  a 
bank,  whieh  were  leadii^  featuies  of  Gen.  Hamiiton's 
scheme.     When  the  vote  was  taken,  a  majority  was 
louiid  in  both  branches  of  Congress  in  favor  of  tlie 
assumption.    Gen.  Schuyler  and  Mr.  King  voted  for 


tke  measnie.     The-  New-York  delegation  in  they 

House  were  equally  divided. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  niet  in  the  city  of  Ne w- 
Yorir  January  3, 1791.  John  Watts  was  unanimously 
elected  Speaker  of  the  Assembly.  James  Ivont.  the 
distinguished  jurist,  made  his  first  appearance  in  pub- 
lic life  at  this  session,  as  a  member  of  the  lower  house 
from  the  county  of  Dutchess.  Gen.  Schuyler  having 
prawn  for  the  short  term,  upon  liis  election  to  the 
United  States  Senate,  his  term  of  office  would  expire 
on  the  4th  of  March,  1791 ;  consequently,  the  choice 
of  ills  successor  devolved  upon  this  Legislatuie.  The 
incumbent  was  a  candidate  for  re-election,  and  Aaron 
Burr  was  his  con^titor.  The  latter  was  nominated 
by  both  houses:  in  the  Senate,  his  majority  was 
dght,  in  the  Assembly,  five.  The  politics  of  Ck>i.  ^ 
Burr,  at  this  time,  it  would  be  difficult  to  define.  He 
was  considered  as  opposed  to  the  nUras  of  both 
parties;  and,  several  years  afterwards,  he  frankly 
avowed  that  he  regarded  both  Clinton  and  Hamilton 
as  his  rivals.  A  {)ortiou  of  the  Federal  members  of 
the  Legislature  preferred  Burr  to  Gen.  Schuyler,  as 
the  latter,  although  enlarged  and  liberal  in  his  views, 
and  a  sincere  patriot,  was  believed  to  act  under  the 
influence  of  Gen.  Hamilton,  and  was  personally  uu- 
popaiar,  on  account  of  his  early  military  associations, 
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whidk  had  impftrted  an  imprepoaBOMing  austedly  ta^ 
his  maimen. 

On  account  of  the  large  increase  of  population  in 
th£  StatCi  us  appeared  irom  die  census  taken  m  17 90^ 
a  new  apportionment  of  the  nfmaentation  in  the 
Lefieiature,  and  a  new  divisioii  ct  the  Smamrial  d  ia* 
tricts,  became  necessary.    The  whole  populaUoii  at 
the  time  the  cen&us  was  taken,  waa  three  hundred^ 
ibvtf  thoueand,  one  hundred  and  twenty ;  and  the 
iiuuiber  of  electors  for  Senators,  rnuuteeii  thou- 
fiand  six  hundred  twenty-six.    This  subject  was 
branght  before  the  Legielatute^  at  the  legular  wuh 
fldon  in  1791,  and  a  new  divieioii  of  the  Senatorial 
districts  was  made,  by  an  act  passed  on  the  7tii  day  of 
Fefaroary*   Under  this  act,  the  counties  of  SoffoUi^ 
Uneens,  Kings,  Biehiaond.  New-York,  and  Westohea* 

tor.  were  constituted  the  SoiUhern  District,  and  entitled 
toelect  eightSeoatocs;  the  counties  ofl  Jutchess,  Ulster 
and  Orange,  weire  cooetitnted  the  Middle  Diatriet,  to 
elect  six  Senators;  die  conntieeof  Columbia,  Rensse- 
laer, Washington,  and  Clinton,  were  constituted  tixe- 
«£aetiemDistzii6t»  to  elect  five  Senatoca;  aadthecoun- 
tiaa  of  Albany,  Montgomeryi  Sazatoga,  and  Ontario^ 
were  constituted  the  Western  District,  to  elect  live 
Swators.  At  this  sessioni  aiao,  three  new  countifis 
were  ^eeted  out  of  the  county  of  Montgomery,  ¥is  i 
Herkimer,  Otsego,  and  Tiogra ;  and  an  act  was  passed 
making  a  new  apportioumeut  of  the  represeatuiiou  iu 
the  popular  bwuBh  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Pnrp  having  been  eleeted  to  the  United  Statea. 
Senate,  his  office  of  Attorney  General,  to  which  he 
had  been  appomted  on  the  reaignation  of  jdr.  Yariak,. 
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in  September^  1789,  was  dadaiod  ymmU  by  the  Gouo- 
eS;  iiidMoigMnLewiayaooiiiiMlkmofthe^U  / 

ton  family-j"  who  had  recently  changed  their  pohtics,  v 
was  appointed  his  sucoesaof,  oa  the  84h.  of  November^ 

1791: 

At  the  gmeinl  eieeUon  in  April,  1791,  the  Repub* 
licans,  owing  partly  to  local  and  personal  considera* 
tkmBf  gained  conaidenUie  etieiigth  io  the  Lagiel*- 
tnve.    Meleoetboii  Smith  wtm  leUmied  es  a  mea^ 

ijor,  lium  the  strong  Federal  county  of  New-York; 
hi&  coUea^iK  s  were  Josiah  Ogdea  Uofimau,  and 
other  equally  aealcus  Fedeiaiiate.  The  nqgular 
session  of  that  body,  which  was  held  at  New- 
Tork,  conirneuced  January  5th,  1792.  Mr.  Watts 
was  ze-eiected  Speaker  of  the  Aaeembly*  In  hia  ai^ 
mal  epeeefa  to  the  Legialatare,  the  Qovmm  elated 
that  large  quantities  of  the  waste  and  uuappiopna- 
ted  lands''  belooging  to  the  State,  had  been  sold  by 
the  Commieaknttcra  of  the  Land  Office,  and  leoon^ 
mended  that  the  proceeds  should  be  applied  to  the 
payinesat  of  the  State  debts>  and  the  surplus  .invested 

msodn  a  mairnPT  that  the  M>wiMil  iimwm  ehoiild  be 
need  to  defray  the  olSmary  expenses.  TheGommie- 
sioners  of  the  Land  Diilce  were,  the  Governor, 
L.  A.  Scott,  Secretary  of  Staler  Aaron  Burr,  Attoittey  ^ 
Gmral,  Qirard  Bmekear,  Treaemier,  and  Peter  T» 
CurteniuSy  Auditor.  The  OL^cncy  of  the  Governor 
in  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  which  was  made  un- 
der an  act  of  the  Iiegislatttre  paesed  in  1701,  conler- 
xing  unlimited  powers  on  the  Gommi8si<»iei»,  fcmied 
the  foundation  of  a  vioient  attack  which  was  made  on 
Um  during  thie  aesaion.  The  whole  quantity  of  land 
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said,  aiuouiited  to  five  miliiou  five  hundred  forty- 
two  thoomndy  <mB  hmkbcad  and  ierrenty-thiee  aem ; 
the  rmipte  wm  one  milUoci  diirty  thousand,  fear 

hun/hcd  and  thirty-three  dollars.  Among  the  sales, 
was  om  made  to  Alexander  McQomb,  of  three  mil- 
lion  mx  hundred  thiitf-fiTe  thoiiaand  and  two  bnn- 

dred  acres,  at  eight  pence  per  acre,  payable  lu  live 
annual  instalments,  without  interest.  Other  parcels 
wm  9(Mf  at  prioea  vanging  from  one  riiilling  to  threa 
fshflltngs  per  aere.  The  rsport  of  tho  OommiasiotMni 
having  been  taken  up  for  considerauoii.  Col.  Talbot, 
ammnbepof  the  ABeeonbly  from  Montgomery  county, 
ofllbied  ft  series  of  resolutions^  severely  censoring  the 

coiidnet  of  the  oliicers  by  whom  the  sales  had  been 
made,  in  the  course  of  the  protracted  and  acriinoni- 
ona  debate  whieh  ensued,  Got.  Ciinlon  and  his  im- 
medial  friends  chargred  with  havii.g  Ijeen  per- 
sonally interested  in  the  sales  to  McComb,  which 
was  snbseqoently  denied  by  dwt  gentleman  under 
oath.  Tfaischai]ve  was  not  attempted  to  be  suetained 

by  ;i]iy  proof,  althouo-h  it  is  doubtless  true  that  the 
cofiuluct of  the  Commissioners  was  highly  injudicious ; 
yet  it  was  unqualifiedly  asserted  <m  tfieir  behalf,  that 
no  higher  offers  could  be  obtained  than  those  accepted 
by  them.  The  resolutions  of  Col.  Talbot  were  finally 
liqieeted,  and  on  the  lOtfa  of  A}Hril,  Meluiothon  Smith 
inliodnoed  into  the  Assembly  a  rssohition  approving 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Commissioners,  which  was 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  thirty-five  to  twenty. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  motives  of  those 
who  instituted  tln.s  iiiquiiy  into  the  conduct  of  Gov. 
Cimtofi,  tlie  opposite  party  were  thereby  emboideued 
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to  make  vigorous  eflbtla  to  Mbat  Mm  at  the  eleetkm 

in  A|uil.  Early  in  tlie  winter.  .Tnd^e  Yates  had  pos- 
itively declined  being  again  a  candidate;  ajMi  Chan- 
ceHkNT  LivingstoOy  and  Stephen  Yan  Renanlaflrt  the 
patToon,  who  were  also  spo\ei)  of,  had  botJi  refu!!?ed. 
In  tiiis  stale  of  tliuigs,  ail  eyes  were  anxiously  timied 
on  John  Jay,  "who  was  put  in  nominatkm  by  hia 
Pedend  fUendsy  in  confieerion  irith  CPtephen  Tan 
Rensselaer  as  the  candidate  for  Lieutenaiu  tnjv^enior, 
at  a  meeting  of  Federalists  held  in  tiie  city  of  New- 
Tork,  on  the  18th  of  FVbraary,  179S.  Jndge  Yates  at- 
tended  this  nieoti nir.  and  expressed  his  determination 
to  support  the  Federal  candidates.  On  the  15th  of  Feb- 
mary,  a  Republican  meeting  was  held  in  the  same 
city,  at  which  Got.  Clinton  and  Mr.  Tan  Cortland  were 
Mminated  for  re-election..  A  number  of  moderate 
meUiOf  both  parties,  prefened  Col.  Burr  for  GovenKMr, 
on  the  gimmd  that  ^he  did  not  belong  to  eittwr 

party";  but  the  enthusiastic  spirit  which  was  mani- 
fested by  the  Federal  and  Republican  parties  through- 
out the  Btate,  in  support  of  their  tespectire  candidates, 
induced  him  to  announce  in  the  newspapers,  on  the 
15th  of  March,  that  lie  was  not  a  candidate. 

Tlie  guberoalorial  election  was  held  in  April,  ITM, 
and  was  warmly  contested  cm  both  sides.  By  tfie 
laws  of  the  State,  the  votes  for  GDveiiior.  Lieutenant 
Governor,  and  Senators,  were  canvassed  by  a  joint 
committee  of  the  two  houses  of  the  Legislature,  con- 
sist in  of  twelve  persons,  six  of  whom  were  chosen 
by  each  house.  The  canvassers  ofRciatnig  this  year, 
were  David  Gelston,  Thomas  TiUotson,  Melancthon 
SmiA,  Daniel  Graham,  P.  Tan  Cortland,  Jr^  David 
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McGarty,  JonaUmii  IS.  Havens,  Samuel  Jones,  Isaac 
Boteveit,  Leonard  GaanTOort,  and  Joshua  Saada* 
Owing  to  a  difinreiioe  of  <^pinion  among  the  msimm- 

ers,  as  to  the  light  of  canvassing  and  allowing  the 
votes  givaa  in  the  oomitiea  of  Otaego,  Clinton,  and. 
Tioga,  the  metier  was  lefarred  to  Rirfda  King  and 

Aaron  Bun  .  the  two  State  Senators.  The  ballots 
taken  in  the  county  of  Otsego,  were  received  and  for- 
vaxded  to  tiie  Seontary  <tf  Btale^  by  a  aheriff  holding 
over  nntil  his  succesaor  had  taken  the  oath  of  office ; 
the  votes  taken  in  tlie  county  of  Clniion,  were  deliv- 
eved  into  the  Seoietary's  office,  by  a  peieon  who  had 
no  deputation,  but  who  had  leceived  the  box  contain- 
ing them  from  the  Sheriff  ol'  the  county ;  the  box 
contaniiii?  the  votes  ot  the  county  of  Tioga,  waa 
deiiveied  by  the  clerk  of  the  special  deputy  appointed 
by  the  Sheriff.  Mr.  King  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  votes  Irom  ail  three  couuues  ought  to  be  canvass- 
ed. Mr.  Binr  conciuried  in  the  cqpin^ 
of  Clinton  county  ought  to  be  allowed,  bitt  thought 
tfiat  those  taken  in  Otsego  and  Tioga  should  be  re- 
jected. A  majority  of  the  canvassers,  viz :  Messrs. 
CMeton,  TiUolKHi,  Smith,  GMham,  Van  Cortland, 
MeCarty,  and  Havens,  decided  to  reject  the  votes  from 
tlie  three  counties,  and  declared  George  Clinton  duly 
elected  GoveBOor,  by  a  nuyotity  ot  one  hundred  ai^ 
eight  The  minority  of  the  board,  Measra.  Jonee, 
Rosevelt,  Gansevoort,  and  Sands,  protested,  in  writing, 
against  this  decision.  The  importance  of  the  ques- 
tktt  consisted  in  the  Act,- that  die  county  of  Otsego 
had  given  about  lour  hiuidred  majority  ;'gainst  Gov. 
Clinton  j  and  that  the  votes  of  Clinton  and  Tioga 
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would  not  mateiially  dimioMi  thfti  majority ;  tliei^ 
ftse^  if  the  volet  fiwi  tte  dme  coimtiflft  bad  Imm 
allowed,  Mi.  J«y  wonld  have  been  deelared  eleeled. 

Party  feel  in  or  at  this  time  ran  very  high,  and  wheu 
the  dwimoa  of  the  8  tate  can vaseers  was  made  known, 
it  gave  riae  to  Ae  mostyioleiEt  crimitiatjona  and 
criiiiniatioas.  Gov.  Clinton  was  denounced  as  a 
usurper,  and  the  cauvassing  comnultee  were  charged 
with  acting  under  ttis  infineooe  of  ai^ufller  and  ooi^ 
rapt  motives.  That  the  voice  of  the  majority  of  the 
electors  in  the  State  was  set  aside  by  the  decision  of 
fte  canYnaaoro,  cannot  ba  denied,  indaad,  ifao  aob- 
seqneiit  defeat  of  the  Rt^Uioan  party,  waaa  aifnifl* 
cant  Tcbaivo  of  the  conduct  of  Gov.  Clinton  and  his 
hieod^  Had  the  UiHiieQce  of  the  Governor  been  ex- 
erted, the  canvaaBefe  wonld  donbtleai  have  UMde  a 
different  decision.  But  it  is  probable,  that  a  keen 
sense  of  the  injustice  of  tlie  attack  made  upon  him  in 
i^ation  to  the  sale  of  the  paUk  lands,  and  whieh 
had  contributed  in  a  great  degree  to  swell  the  vole  of 
the  Federal  candidate,  induced  him  to  remain  silent 
while  the  wrong  was  being  committed ;  yet  it  is 
bei^^retted  that  he  did  not  exhibit  the  samb  magna** 
nimity  of  character,  in  his  course  upon  tliis  question, 
which  distinguished  Mr.  Jay  on  another  memorable 
occasion.  Daring  the  PfesMential  contest  of  1800, 
the  Federal  party  had  become  dkdieartened  and  di- 
vided, and  it  was  to  and  that  the  electoral  vote  of  New- 
York  could  alone  prevent  the  Section  of  Mr.  Jetier- 
een.  Mr.  Jay,  who  was  then  Qovemor  of  the  State 
was  applied  to  by  his  political  friends,  to  convene  an 
extra  session  of  the  existing  Legislature,  a  nudity 
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of  which  were  Federalists,  with  ihc  vi^w  of  choos- 
iog  elecXaxSj  m  auUcipatkux  oi  Use  regulai*  session  of 
Ifae  moceadiiig  I^cftidiatiuw^  who  would  andoubtedly 
make  choice  of  electors  friendly  to  Mr.  Jefferson.  In  a 
private  letter,  urging  tiiis  course,  whicli  was  addressed 
to  tbe  Governor  by  Geo.  Hamiitop»  the  Utter  remark^ 
ed :  '^In  tiniee  like  these  ia  which  we  live,  it  will  not 
do  to  be  over-scrupulous.  It  is  easy  to  sacrilice  the 
substantial  interests  of  society,  by  a  strict  suihi^eme  to 
ordinary  rulea.^'  Mr.  Jay>  with  a  moral  courage  and  a 
manUness  worthy  of  high  commendation,  refused 
to  be  made  a  party  to  auch  a  pioccedingj  and  up- 
on the  letter  of  Gen«  Hamilton,  aAerwaxda  £ound 
among  his  papers,  he  made  the  following  endorae^ 
ment  ;  "  Proposini!;  a  measure  for  party  purposes, 
whkh  I  think  it  would  not  become  me  to  adopt'^^ 
thus  adding  another,  to  the  many  ciroomstancea, 
•which  go  to  show,  that  throughout  his  whole  public 
career,  he  waa  rather  the  passive  recipient  of  political 
hoooMk  than  the  active  and  aealoua  nartiaan* 

At  the  lime  the  decision  of  the  canvasaing  com- 
mittee was  in.ido,  Mr.  Jay  was  iiuldino-  a  Circuit 
'  Court  in  YermouC   On  his  return  to  this  State,  he 
waa»  every  where  on  hie  route,  received  by  his  friends 

wirh  flattering  deuioustiations  of  respect,  liinncdi- 
ateiy  alter  hia  arrival  in  Kew*York,  a  pubhc  meeting 
waa  caUed  to  express  the  sentiments  of  the  inhabi- 
tant, on  the  attempt  which  had  been  made  to  deprive 
him  of  tlie  oiiice  to  which  he  had  been  elected,  "  in 
oontampt,''  aa  waa  said,  of  the  sacred  vpiee  of  the 
people,  in  defianee  of  the  Constitution,  and  in  viola- 
tioGL  of  the  uniform  pidctice  and  settled  pnuciple^  of 
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law."  Mr.  Jay-s  replies  to  the  exp^e«siou^  of  confi- 
dauce  and  esteem  which  kk»  oaoaivad  koxatm  £rieudi| 
yfm  unifonuly  writtoa  in  a  miid  and  ffmnoiltafmry 

tone,  uad  lie  steadily  set  his  lace  nirainst  any  popular 
coniinotioa  or  disturbauco.  Gov.  Giinioa  took  the 
oath  of  office  oo  the  Ist  of  Jtity^  and  on  Ihe  l&th  vat 
present  at  a  public  dinner  tendered  him  by  hib  politic 
coi  friends  in  New- York,  at  which  the  couduct  of  his 
€f»poimi8  waaaniiiKidTertod  upcNa  with  no  little  iSFar^ 
ity.  The  reply  of  the  Governor  to  the  adcbaw  of 
die  Chairman,  was  exceediiis^ly  mild,  but  digrrified. 

About  Uiis  time,  a  new  dislioguishiug  leaiure  of  the 
two  i^rreat  partiee  in  the  country  was  first  manitetad. 
The  Republicans  were  charged  by  the  Federalists, 
with  being  leagued  with  the  French  JacobinS|  and 
with  £a?oring  the  Agrarian  doetrinee^  and  loose  theo* 
net  in  politics  and  morals,  which  were  then  alarm* 
uigly  prevalent  in  France  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
die  Federalists  wece  ai^nsed  ol  entertaining  senti- 
ments fiiTorable  to  the  poiiey  and  gOTeroment  of 

England,  and  uicoiupatibic  with  a  proper  regard  for 
liberty,  as  well  in  this  country  as  in  France.  The 
feelings  growing  oat  of  these  nscipnioal  aceosattons 
afterwards  look  such  deep  r&ot,  tliat  the  RepaMieeme 
opijuiy  identified  themselves  as  being  the  friends  of 
Fianee,  and  die  Fedeialiats  avowed  similar  prefiar- 
ences  for  the  Briliab  natioiL 

Owing  to  the  larirc  increase  of  the  population,  and 
the  business  of  the  courts,  it  was  deemed  advisable^ 
by  the  Goimeil,  in  Uie  summer  of  179^  to  appoint  a 
fourth  Jndo^e  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State.  The 
agipomttnetit  was  hsst  tendered  to  Aaron  Burr,  who 
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deelimd  mbo&plmg  it  TheoAoe  urasdimeoiifcmd 

on  Morgan  Lewis,  and  the  vacancy  thus  created  in 


meot  of  Nathaniel  Lawrenee.  All  these  appoist- 

nieats  were  made  bv  tlie  votes  of  Messrs.  Pve  and 
Van  Cortland,  the  two  Jiepublican  members  of  the 
Couneii,  apd  the  eaeting  vote  of  Gov.  ClitxtoQ.  On 
the  6th  of  November  the  Legislature  met  in  New- 
York,  the  session  iiaving  been  appointed  thus  early, 
by  the  Qovemor,  for  the  purpose  of  diooaing  electors 
for  Pierident  and  Vice  President  Mr.  Watts  was 
again  ('Jiosen  Speaker  of  the  Assembly.  The  can- 
vasismg  question,  was  immediatr  ly  raised  by  the  Fed- 
eralists in  the  Senate,  who  4itgected  to  the  right  of 
John  Livingston,  the  Republican  candidate,  declared 
elected  in  the  Eastern  District,  to  take  liis  seat  in  tiiat 
body.  The  principal  speakers  on  the  soliject,  were 
,Mr«  WilUams  of  Wadbington  county,  on  the  Demo* 
/cratic  side,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Jones,  who  had  recently 
V  changed  his  political  associations,  and  become  a  zeal* 
OU8  Federalist,  on  the  side  of  the  opposition.  The 
questfoii  Avas  decided  in  favor  of  Mr.  Livingston,  by  a 
majority  oi  one.  The  vote,  a  strict  party  one,  ;stood 
twelve  to  eleven.  On  the  13ch  of  November,  the 
same  queBli<m  was  brought  up  in  ^e  Ass^bly,  by 
the  appearance  at  the  bar  of  about  eighty  gentlemen, 
claiming  to  be  deputies  from  di^ent  sections  of  the 
State  ^  to  solicit  a  legislative  ranedy  for  the  late  out> 

rage  said  to  have  been  committed  on  the  right  of  suf- 
frage by  a  majority  of  the  Canvassing  Committee.'' 
The  manorial  of  these  deputies  was  presented^  and  a 
tangdiy  investigation  of  the  subject  mM&t  of  their 
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compl^mts  was  thereupon  had,  wbioii  leaulted  in  a 
rote  of  the  Asaembl)''  approving  the  jmxseadin^^s  of 
the  majority  of  the  canvassers.  While  this  subject 
was  under  consideration,  a  memorial  was  presented 
by  the  £rieiids  of  Gov.  GlintoDi  against  William  Coo|h 
err,  First  Judge  of  Otaego  Gonnty,  asking  for  his  im* 
peachment.  Upon  liie  inquiry  which  endued,  suiii- 
ci^t  faets  were  not  elicited  to  found  an  impeactiment, 
although  it  appealed  that  he  had  encouraged  illegal 
voting"  in  favor  of  Mr.  Jay,  and  ui  other  respects 
misconducted  iiuuself,  as  a  citizen*  The  Presiden- 
tial Electors  chosen  at  this  session,  were  John  Wood- 
hull,  Edward  Savage,  Jobanus  Brown,  William  Floyd, 
Abraham  Ten  Eyck,  David  Van  Ness,  Samuel  Clark, 
Abraham  Yates,  Jr.,  Yolkert  Teeder,  Samuel  Ward, 
and  Samuel  Osgood,  who  were  all  Rqmblicans. 

The  Federal  party  succeeded,  at  the  April  election 
in  1793,  by  a  Uiumphani  majority.  The  Republican 
candidates  weie  elected  in  the  Middle  Senatorial  Dis- 
trict, and  the  remaining  Districts  returned  Federal 
Senators.  In  the  following  summer,  Mr.  Genet,  the 
French  Minister,  visited  New- York,  and  was  cordial- 
ly received  by  the  Bapublicans  of  that  city,  who  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  address  him.  Mr.  Genet  was 
highly  complimented  in  the  address,  and  the  French 
people  were  assured  of  the  deep  sympathy  entertained 
for  them  by  the  Republican  party.  The  Federalists 
also  held  a  meetiuj^,  and  passed  a  series  of  spirited 
leBolutions,  in  support  of  the  neutral  attitude  assumed 
by  the  United  States  Government,  in  respect  to  the 
war  then  waging  in  Europe. 

The  li^islatuie  met  at  Albany  on  the  7th  of  Jan- 
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uaty,  1794,  and  James  Watson,  of  New>York,  was 
chosen  Speaker  of  the  Assembly*   Tn  his  speech  to 

the  two  houses,  the  Governor  alluded  to  the  war  in 
Europe,  and  expressed  the  wish  that  peace  might  be 
preserved ;  at  the  same  time  complaining  of  the  delay 
oil  the  part  of  Ofeat  Britain,  in  surrendering  the  West- 
ern ports,  according  to  the  treaty  of  1783.  He  aiso 
recommended  a  thorough  revision  of  the  criminal 
code  of  the  State.  After  the  withdrawal  of  the  Got* 
ernor  and  Senate,  from  the  Assembly  Chamber,, 
Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman,  a  Federal  member  from  New* 
York,  moved  that  the  House  proceed,  forthwith,'tO' 
choose  a  Council  of  Appointment,  and  delivered  a  most 
violent  speech  against  the  course  oi  Governor  Cimton 
and  the  existing  Council.  Ambrose  Spencer,  and 
other  Federal  members,  supported  the  motion.  The 
most  active  members  on  the  opposite  side  were,  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Suffolic,  and  Mr.  Comstock,  of  Saratoga,  wha 
advocated  a  postponement  of  the  question  until  the 
next  morning.  This  was  earnestly  resisted  by  My, 
Hoffman,  who  stated  that  the  appoiiatmeut  of  a  Mih 
Judge  oi  the  Supreme  Court  had  become  necessary ; 
and  that,  if  a  selection  were  made  by  the  existing 
Council,  a  very  unsuitable  man  would  be  chosen^ 
The  Federalists  desired  to  secure  the  appointment  of 
Egbert  Benson  as  one  of  the  Judges,  while  the  Re>  . 
publicans  were  generally  lu  favor  of  Peter  W.  Yates. 
,Gov.  Clniton,  it  is  said,  was  o|)posed  to  appointing  a 
fifth  Judge,  which  was  probably  the  case ;  for,  had  he 
entertained  the  contrary  opinion,  the  appointment 
might  have  been  made,  while  Mr.  Hoiiman  s  motion 
was  pending  in  the  House.  Notwithstanding  the 
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vigorous  opposdtioti  of  the  Republican  members,  the 

motion  was  carried,  and  a  new  Council  apjx>inled, 
consisting  of  Philip  Schuyler,  Zina  iliichcock,  and 
Selah  Strong,  Federalists,  and  Reuben  Hopkins,  a 
Republican.  Shortly  after,  Egbert  Benson  was  ap- 
pointed a  Judge  of  tlie  Supreme  Court.  The  Govern- 
ox  having  refused  to  make  the  nominationi  it  was 
dene  by  one  of  the  Federal  members ;  and,  a  majority 
ha\ voted  for  Mr.  Benson,  lie  was  declared  ap- 
pointed. Gov.  Clinton  protested  against  this  proceed- 
ing, and  insisled  that  he  possessed  the  exclusive  rigfat  , 
of  nomination.  On  the  last  day  of  the  meeting  of  the 
Council,  the  Governor  drew  up  a  forniai  protest 
against  the  action  of  the  mi\jority  in  making  appoint 
ments,  which  was  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State.  In  1801,  a  controversy  arose  between  Gov* 
Jay  and  the  Council,  a  majority  of  whom  were  then 
Bi^blicans,  in  which  he  took  the  same  ground  pre- 
vious! y  maintained  by  Gov.  Clinton,  and  insisted  upon 
the  exclusive  right  to  make  nominations.  The  pro- 
test of  Gov.  Clinton  called  forth  a  lengthy  reply  from 
the  Federal  m^nbers  of  the  Council,  who  endeavored 
to  couvict  him  of  inconsistency.  This  charge  was 
not  si£3tained  by  the  facls  adduced ;  and  it  needs  only 
a  candid  examination,  to  convince  any  unprejudiced 
liiiiiu,  I  hat  CHnton  and  Jay  were  correct  in  their  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution. 

The  election  in  1794  terminated  in  favor  of  the  / 
Federalists.  More  than  five  thousand  votes  were 
cast  lor  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  and  John  Frey,  the 
Federal  nominees  for  Senators,  in  the  Western  Dis- 
trict; while  the  opposmg  candidates  received  but 
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about  two  hundred  and  forty.  The  Legislatare  met 
at  Pou^hkeepsie,  on  the  6th  of  January,  1795.  The 

candidates  for  the  Speakership  were,  Gen.  North,  of 
Duanesburgb,  and  Mr.  Watson,  the  late  Speaker ;  both 
of  whom  were  Federalists.  The  former  was  elected, 
by  a  voto  (^!  thirty-three  to  twenty-cisrht.  Gov.  Clin- 
ton was  at  this  time  confined  to  his  house,  at  Green- 
wich, by  sicknesSi  and,  instead  of  the  usual  speech, 
sent  a  written  message  to  the  Legislature,  in  which 
he  again  recommended  the  ameUoration  of  the  crimi- 
nal code,  and  that  legislative  aid  should  be  extended 
to  the  Common  Schools.  Aeting  upon  this  sugges- 
tion, the  Legislature  passed  a  law.  appropriating  the 
sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  annually,  ibr  five  yeais, 
and  directing  its  apportionment  among  the  sevend 
counties.  The  act  also  provided,  that  the  board  of 
Supervisors  in  each  county  should  apportion  the 
amount  among  the  towns,  and  that,  in  addition  there- 
to, a  sum  equal  to  one-half  of  its  share  the  pablie 
money  should  be  assessed  and  raised  in  each  town, 
lor  the  support  of  its  own  schools.  On  the  27th  of 
January,  Rufus  King  was  re-dected  to  the  United  . 
States  Senate,  for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March, 
then  next,  at  which  time  his  term  ol  olllce  would  ex- 
pire. A  few  days  afterwards,  Gov,  Chnton  published 
an  eloquent  and  feeling  address,  to  the  Freeholders  of  * 
tlie  State,  in  which  he  declined  being  a  candidate  for 
re-election.  The  reasons  which  he  alledged  were, 
that  he  had  held  elective  offices  for  nearly  thirty 
years,  during  which  time  the  duties  of  the  various 
trusts  devolved  upon  him,  prevented  that  attention 
to  his  private  aflkirs  whidi  they  now  imperatively 
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required,  aud  that  the  impaired  state  of  his  health 
lendeiad  it  neoessary  for  him  to  retire  from  actiye 
btumen.  Lieat  Got.  Tan  Gbrtlaiid  also  declined 

being  a  candidate  for  re-election^  on  account  of  his 
advaiioed  age. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


1795 — Nomination  of  John  Jay  and  Stcjjhen  Van  Renittlaer,  as  the 
Federal  candidates  for  wovornor  and  Lieutenant  Governor — Rob- 
erf  Vate-J  nud  William  Moyd,  .«?U))ported  by  the  Democratic  party 
— Gubernatorial  Election — Triumph  of  the  l"'ederaiistd — Arrival 
of  Governor  Jay  in  New*Tork— Pnblieattoa  of  the  Treaty  with 
Qre$i  Britain*  and  itH  consequences — Session  of  the  Legislature 
in  1790 — Returns  of  the  Census  taken  in  1795 — Jacob  Radcliff — 
James  ICent — Equalization  of  Senatorial  Districts — Attempt  to 
abolish  Slavery — Conduct  of  the  French  Government,  and  their 
a;j;ents  in  this  country,  and  its  eSect  upon  thd  spring  election 
oir  1796— Choice  of  Presidential  Electors  by  the  state  Legisla- 
ture— Preference  of  Gen.  Hamilton  for  Thomas  Pinckney,  instead 
of  John  Adams — Apathy  in  the  Domdcralic  Party — John  Law- 
rence appointed  United  States  Senator — Edward  Livingston  and 
Mr.  Jay's  Treaty — Legislative  Session  of  17i>7 — Odice  of  Comp- 
troller Greeted— -Seat  of  GoTernment  permaneDtly  fixed  at  Albany 
— Gen.  Schuyler  elected  a  member  oi  the  United  States  Senate — 
The  British  Treaty — The  Livingston  Family — Election  in  1797 
— Dr.  Samuel  L.  Mitchell — Dewitt  Clinton — Session  of  the  Le- 
gislature in  1798 — Gen.  Schuyler's  resignation  as  United  States 
Senator,  and  appointment  of  Judge  Hoburt^oliB  Lanfinff,  Jr.» 
appointed  Chief  Justice,  and  James  Kent  an  Associate  Judge* 
ef  the  Supreme  Court — Re-nomination  of  Jay  and  Van  Rensselaer 
— Spring  Election-— Gov.  J;iy  re-elected,  and  the  Federalists  fJ^en- 
eraily  successful — Apprehensions  of  a  war  with  France — ^James 
Watson  eleeted  Unftod  States  Senator— Disafibction  in  the  Fede- 
ral ranks— Opinions  of  Leading  Federalists  as  to  the  permanence 
of  Democratic  institutions — Alien  and  Sedition  laws — Virginia 
and  Kentucky  Resolutions — Erastus  Root — Charter  of  the  Man- 
hattan Banking  Company — Election  in  April,  1799 — Death  of 
George  Washington — Legislative  sewion  of  1800 — April  Election 
— Difficnlty  between  Gor.  Jay  and  the  Coonoil— A  State  Conven* 
tion  recommended — Presidential  Election  of  1800 — Conduct  of 
Gen.  Hamilton— Intrigues  of  Col.  Burr— Choice  of  Mr.  JefienoA 
— ^Retirement  of  Gov.  Jay — 1801. 

The  refosal  of  Got.  Clinton  to  become  a  candidate 

for  re-election,  rendered  it  certain  that  a  change  would 
be  produced  at  the  ensuing  electioiL    Tbe  Fedeial 
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INirty  weie  anxious  to  Dcmiaate  Mr*  Jaj*  Hi»  cour 
ceded  fitneis  for  the  office  of  Governor,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  hu  liad  been  defeated  in  1792,  were 
powerful  arguments  ia  hislia^voi.  Ou  the  other  hand, 
were  Ifae  prevailing  sympathy  for  the  French  Repuh- 
lic,  and  the  strong  prejudices  against  Great  Britain, 
which  it  was  feared  luight  be  aroused  asrainst  him,  if 
he  should  conclude  a  treaty  with  England,  where  he 
had  been  sent  with  that  otgect  in  view*     It  was 

thought,  however,  as  eventually  jjioved  to  be  the 
case,  that  the  contents  of  tlie  treaty  would  xu>i  be 
known  in  thia  country,  until  afbr  the  election*  Ao- 
cordingly,  tlie  Federalists,  at  a  Legislative  Caucus, 
nominated  J<  1 1 1 1  Jay,  for  Gk)vernor,  and  Stephen  Van 
RmsNselaer,  ik^i  Lieutenant  Governor.  This  nomina-  / 
tion  was  made  without  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Jayw 
Alter  considerable  difficulty,  the  Democratic  party 
finally  determined  to  support  Chief  Justice  Yates, 
wiio  had  been  the  Federal  <^andidate  in  1789,  in  op- 
posiuou  to  Gov.  Clinton,  for  Governor,  and  William 
Floyd»  for  Lieutenant  Governor.  Col.  Burr  had  been 
again  spoken  of  by  his  firiends,  but  a  majority  of  both 
parties  were  decidedly  opposed  to  him.  The  result 
ol  the  April  election  was,  as  might  have  been  antici- 
pated from  the  political  course  of  Judge  Yates,  Mr. 
Jay  receiving  a  large  majority  of  the  votes,  and  , 
being  declared  elected.  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  u  as  elect- 
ed Lieutenant  Governor,  and  a  F'ederal  majority  cho-^ 
sen  in  both  branches  of  the  Legidature.-  The  Sena- 
tors  elected  were,  John  D.  Coe,  Richard  Hatfield, 
Phiiip  Livingston,  Ambrose  Spencer,  and  John  Fhey, 
all  (tf  whom  were  Federalists.    Dewitt  Clinton  was 


Digitizedi2y  Google 


56 


POLITICAL  PARTIES 


one  of  the  Pvcpublican  candidates  for  member  of  As- 
sembly in  the  city  of  New- York,  but  was  defeated. 

Two  days  after  the  result  of  the  Stale  canvass  was 
made  known,  Mr.  Jay  arriTsd  in  New-York,  and  was 
received  by  "a  large  concourse  of  citizens,  assembled 
to  welcome  their  new  Governor,"  with  faltering  evi^ 
denc^  of  their  regard  and  esteem.  On  the  2d  of  July, 
the  treaty  which  he  had  negotiated  was  published  at 
Philadelphia,  and  the  long  pent  mdiu: nation  of  the 
Republican  party  burst  forth  with  ten-fold  fury.  Mr. 
Jay  was  burnt  in  effigy,  by  the  mob  in  Philadelphia. 
Public  meetings  were  held  throughout  the  Union,  at 
which  the  treaty,  and  the  negotiator,  were  alike  de- 
nounced. In  New-Tork,  an  immense  crowd  attend- 
ed a  meeting  in  the  open  air,  and,  after  adopting 
some  violent  resolutions,  marched,  with  the  American 
and  French  colors  flying,  in  front  of  the  Governoi's 
house,  and  there  burned  the  treaty.  In  attempting 
to  address  the  meeting,  Gen.  Hamilton  was  pelted 
wirh  stones,  and  compelled  to  leave  the  ground. 
These  outn^j^es,  were  neither  countenanced  or 
approved  by  the  candid  and  reflecting  members 
of  the  Kepubiican  party.  Although  Mr.  Jay's  politi- 
cal opponents,  to  a  man,  were  dissatisfied  with  the 
provisions  of  tlie  treaty,  and  ^vidi  his  views  on  other 
important  subjects,  his  integrity  and  patriotism  were 
never  seriously  questioned.  Had  the  contents  of  the 
treaty  been  published  previous  to  the  election,  it  is 
highly  probable  that  he  would  have  been  defeated. 
Indeed,  the  puMic  feeling  was  po  strongly  set  against 
it,  that  at  the  Congressional  Section  in  December, 
1795,  Edward  Livingston,  an  aideut  Republican,  and 
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ft  wnm  friend  of  lha  Frendi  molutioiii  wis  alectod 
fiom  New-Toik,  ia  oppontimi  to  James  Watson,  ona 

of  the  most  pojular  Federalists  la  that  city. 

The  Legislature  convened  in  New  Yark|  oa  liha 
6di  of  Januaoy,  1796.  Gan.  North  was  ra-elaetad 
Speaker.  In  his  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  session, 
Gov.  Jay  avowed  his  determination  "  to  regard  all 
his  feUow-dtuBens  wiA  an  aqmd  aya^  and  to  charish 
and  adTmca  mmt,  whmret  foimd.^  This  daelara- 
tion  was  a  noble  one,  in  tlieory,  but  the  Governor,  like 
all  other  party  meOi  found  himself  unable  to  reduce 
it  to  praatiee.  Ha  also  requested  the  Legialalme  to 

pass  a  laWj  declaratory  of  the  exclusive  right  of  the 
Governor  to  make  nominations  in  the  Council  of  Ap- 
poittlment,  and  laoommandad  that  the  Chancellor  and 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  should  be  pensioned 
whenever  they  became  ineligible,  on  account  of  age, 
to  hold  their  reqpectiTa  irfhoes.  No  definite  action 
was  had  by  the  Legislature,  on  either  of  these  ques- 
tions. The  Council  of  Appointment  chosen  this  year, 
consisted  of  Joshua  Sands,  Abraham  Schenck,  Eben* 
eaer  Russell,  and  Michael  Myers,  all  FMeralists  ex- 
cept  Mr.  Schenck.  Durinsr  this  session,  a  bill  was 
passed  dividing  the  State  into  districts,  for  the  trial  of 
criminal  cases  at  the  Courts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer, 
and  providing  for  the  appointment  of  Assistant  AU 
torney  Generals  in  each  district.  Jacob  lladcliff  was 
a{^inted  to  this  ot&ce,for  the  district  comprising  the 
eoonties  of  Dntchm,  Orange,  and  Ulster ;  and  Am- 
brose Spencer,  lor  the  district  composed  of  ColumbKi, 
iiensselaer,  &:c.  At  the  same  time,  James  Kent,  tiien 
of  the  city  of  New- York,  was  appointed  a  Master  in 
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Chancery.   The  census  tai&ea  in  1795,  was  returned 

the  Qffk»  of  the  Secieunr  of  Stftta^ 
January,  1796;  from  which  it  appeared  that  the 

whole  number  of  freeholdcr.s  in  the  State  was  thirty- 
six  tboufiaad  three  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  and 
the  voters  for  membeni  of  Assembly,  sixty-six  thou- 
sand and  seventeen.  According  to  the  Constitution, 
it  now  beoame  necessary  to  elect  twenty  additional . 
Senatora,  seventeen  of  whom  were  to  becboeea  inthe 
Western  District/  For  the  purpose  of  equalisdi^  the 
districts,  an  act  was  passed,  annexing  the  counties  of 
'  Albany  and  Saratc^a  to  the  Eastern  Distriet*  AX 
T3m  session,  also,  a  bill  was  introdttced  ^for  the  gndU 
ual  abolilion  of  slavery,''  upoii  the  susrs^estion  of  Gov. 
Jsty,  as  it  is  said.  A  long  and  animated  discussion 
eme  on  the  merits  of  this  question,  whieh  was  dis- 
posed of  in  the  end  by  the  passage  of  a  resolution, 
declaring  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  deprive  any  citi- 
wi  of  his  property,  unless  a  reasonable  compensation 
ehoold  be  paid  to  him  by  the  State.  The  voteonthe 
rc'soiutioti  stood  thirty-one  to  thirty-one,  and  was  de- 
cided by  the  casting  vote  of  Mr.  FootCi  afterwards 
FiiBt  Judge  of  the  countyof  jDelaware,  who  wae  Chauc«> 
man  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  violent  and  dictatorial  conduct  oC  the  French 
Minister,  and  the  Government  which  he  lepiesented, 
eo  &r  diminidied  Ae  excitement  in  relation  to  the 
British  treaty,  that  the  election  in  the  spring  of  1796 
terminated  highly  favorable  to  the  Federalists.  la 
the  Southern  District,  Itbssls.  Height,  Onderdonk, 
Strong, and  Watson,  the  Federal  nominees,  were  elect- 
ed to  the  Senate  by  nearly  &teen  hundred  m^^ority. 
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0,  Tftppsn,  RepuMieto^        aleetad  in  the  Middle 

District,  by  a  close  vote.  In  the  Eastern  J>istrictj.E. 
Giarki^  M.  YbaI,  h  Savage,  P.  Sylrater  and  A.  Tra 
Eyck,  the  Federal  candidaftBa,  weve  elected  bf  deei* 

ded  liiiiinritics.  In  the  Western  District,  Jedediah 
SaniT'^r.  Jaiuss  Gordon.  Leonard  Gaiisevoort,  Thcuuas 
UmiBj  Thomas  R.  €k)M,  John  Richardson,  Johanaei 
Dwts,  Vincent  Matthews,  Jacob  Morris,  Leonard 
Brown,  Francis  Nicol,  Jos»eph  White,  and  Abraham 
Andt,  all  Fedendists,  were  eiected  almost  without 
qypositkm.   The  Legislatnre  met  m  New-York  on 

the  1st  of  November,  in  order  to  make  choice  of  Pres- 
idential Electors.  Gulian  V^erploack,  of  New-Yorki 
mt  elected  Spsaber  of  the  AssemUy.  Inhisopoh 
inf  speech,  Gov.  Jay  paid  an  eloquent  tribute  to  the 
noble  painoiism,  aud  bad>saorificing  devotion  to  the 
^nUm  of  tte  country,  which  shone  so  brightly  in 
ftsduoaeler  of  Washington,  and  which  were  ne?er 
more  conspicuous  than  upon  his  refusal  to  become  a 
^didate  £or  the  Presidency  lor  a  third  term. 
Qor*  Jay^  and  the  greal  body  of  the  Federaliats  in 

the  Northern  and  Eastern  Slates,  were  in  favor  of 
J  )!iu  Adams,  as  Geti*  Washm^toa's  successori  while 
Geo.  HamUton  appears,  from  a  commnnicajtion  pub- 
Kdied  by  him  in  1600,  to  haire  pfeiGwred  lYionias 
Piiickney,  of  South  Carolaia,  the  Federal  candidate 
for  Vice  President*  The  Republican  party  in  this 
State  were  desirous  that  Thmnas  JeAtson  should  be 
elected  President,  and  (icori^e  CliLiton  Vice  President ; 
but  they  had  become  so  dibheartenedj  on  account  of 
Molt  at  the  spring  election,  that  very  little  inter- 
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ma  W9B  iiiaiu£nitad  in  their  imoka  At  u  efttijr  dacf 
in  the  emionof  the  Legiilatove,  Preaidentnl  Eleetcnv 

were  choseii,  who,  of  course,  gave  the  twelve  votes  of 
the  State  to  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Pinckiiey ;  the  former 
c€  whom  im  rieetad  om  Mr.  JeiGwim 
jority.  Under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
as  it  then  stood,  Mr.  Pinckuey  having  fallen  behind 
Mr.  Jfttummj  Uie  latter  was  eleeted  Vice  Pxeeidfint* 
Before  the  adjoumm^t  of  the  New-York  Legisktnre, 
John  Lawrence,  then  a  District  Judge  of  the  United 
States^  was  elected  a  State  Senatoii  to  supply  the  var 
cancy  oceaeicmed  by  the  appc^tment  of  Ri^t  King 

as  Minister  to  England. 

Prior  to  the  Congressional  election  in  1796,  cou- 
eidflsable  diMatieiaotioii  began  to  be  exhibited,  on  ae- 
eonnt  of  the  mam^ementof  oiir  foreign  aflam  by  the 
National  Government,  and  particularly  in  reiatiou  to 
the  French  RepnUic.  Edward  Livingstoni  a  dis- 
tinguished member  of  the  Republican  partf,  it  will 
be  recollected,  had  been  chosen  a  member  of  Congress 
from  the  city  of  New- York,  i n  1 795.  During  his  term 
of  eenrice^  he  had  received  an  address  fiom  a  inaiority 
of  his  constituents,  many  of  whom  were  actuated  by  a 
sincere  desire  for  tiie  preservation  of  peace,  and  others, 
undoubtedly,  inflnenoed,  by  the  leamn  of  Toryism 
left  by  the  En^ Uah  occnpation,  to  support  Mr.  Jay's 
treaty.  In  relation  to  his  course  on  this  occasion,  he 
afterwards  said :  "  I  took  on  myself,  for  the  £rst  time 
'  in  my  whole  representative  cateer,  to  disregard  the 
wishes  of  my  constituents.  I  Littnclved  tljc  treaty,  and 
spared  no  effort  to  prevent  its  adoption.  The  issue 
justified  the  line  of  conduct  I  held.  Enlightened  by 
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the  discussion,  and  by  th^  prosSy  my  contUtttonts  voted 
)ne  UMir  thanka  for  the  ooum  I  bad  pumMd."  At 

the  December  election,  in  1796,  Mr.  Livinsfston  was 
again  put  in  nominalion  and  re-elected  by  a  triumph- 

TOte.   The  fiepahUcttw  also  elactod  J.  N.  U»»  . 
vens  from  Suflblk,  Lneas  BlmcMidotff  from  Ulstar,  and 
Philip  \iin  Cortland  ironi  Westchester,  as  nicuibers 
of  Congress,  uotwUiistaxtdiog  the  aativa  opfMMitioii  of 
the  Fedend  party. 

Tlic  Legislature  re-assemblod  at  Albany  on  the  3rd 
.of  January,  1797,  and  on  tiie  13th  of  the  saioe  month  * 
Andiev  Ondezdcmk,  Amfatoae  Spoiceri  LoooazdGan.'^ 
OToort,  and  Thomas  Morris,  all  FedamliatB,  wm 
elected  members  of  the  Council  of  Appointment.  An 
set  vas  passed  at  this  aesaioa  abolinhing  the  offiiee  of 
Auditor,  and  sohnitntiiif  that  of  Comptoollar ;  vho 
was  cIoLhocl  Willi  addilioaal  powers,  and  required  to 
perform  other  duties.  By  this  act,  the  Comptroiier 
vas,  in  fiaeti  eonatiWad  the  chief  financial  offieer  of 
^  State.  The  first  imumhent  of  the  oBkse  was 
Samuel  Joues,  who  was  at  the  time  of  liis  appomt- 
anoit  a  member  of  the  State  Sonata  The  oomty  of 
DehKwave  was  eieeled  this  year,  from  the  cowitiea  of 
Albany  and  t lister,  and  a  law  was  passed  fixing  the 
seat  of  Government  permanently  at  Albany.  Three 
days  b^re  the  acyournmenl  of  the  Legislatare^  Geo. 
Schuyler  was  elected  to  succeed  Aaron  Burr,  whose 
termof  s^vice  in  the  United  StatesSenate  expired  this 
year.  On  the  ooeasion  of  this  a{^iokitmenty  Qen. 
8dmyi«r  delimed  a  feeling  address  to  the  Legiskr 
ture,  in  which  he  alluded  to  the  niaiiv  tokens  of  con- 
^deooe  on  the  pact  oi  his  feUow-oiUxens,  whioh  he 
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had  T6QeiT6d  dmitig-  Che  foftf  years  he  had  beea  in 
the  public  aemce,  and  exprewed  the  SKMit  friendly 

ieatimciits  towards  those  who  diiiLrcd  from  hiui  in 
relation  to  public  meu  and  measures,  and  his  sincere 
desire  for  the  {mserratioii  of  oar  ciril  institatkms, 

and  for  the  prosperity  cjf  the  State. 

Oil  the  6th  oi  i^'ebr uary,  171^7,  a  celebration  of  the 
ninth  anntTenaiy  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  between 
France  and  Ammica,  was  held  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  at  which  a  large  number  of  French  citizen Sy 
and  many  c£  the  most  prominent  Republicans  in  the 
State,  were  pteseat  One  of  the  regnbur  toastadraok 

on  the  occasion  was:     The  British  Treaty:  may 
it  be  an  awful  lesson,  how  to  trust  to  the  justice  aiid 
mafpianiniity  of  those  who  erar  ham,  and  still  do 
seek,  the  ruin  of  our  Commerce  and  destruction  of 
our  Liberty."    Chancellor  Livingston,  who  attended 
the  meeting,  gave  the  following  toast;  ^May  the 
piesent  coolness  between  Fiance  and  America,  pro- 
duce, like  the  quarrels  of  lovers,  a  renewal  of  love !" 
This  gentleman,  it  will  be  borne  ni  mind,  was  one  of 
tfie  most  aidttit  snppcnrteis  cf  the  Fedeial  Canskito- 
tion  at  the  Poughkeepsie  Convention,  in  1788.  About 
the  year  1790,  he  and  his  manediate  connectioiis, 
known  as  the   Livingston  fimily,''  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  portion  of  them  who  resided  in  Ooimnbia 
county,  shifted  their  position,  and  became  zealous  Re- 
{Niblicans.   Chancellor  Livingston  was  one  of  the 
most  eloquent  men  in  the  State^  and  possessed  talents 
highly  rcspcclub'c,  loth  as  a  lawyer  and  a  statesman. 
It  is  said  that  the  change  in  his  political  course  was 
pronqptod  fay  jealousy  of  the  growing  inAusnoe  of 
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Gen.  Hamilton^  and  disappointment  ui  not  being' 
made  Chief  Jiisttce  of  the  United  Stales ;  although 
die  fenson  which  he  himself  nlledged  was,  his  oppo- 
sition to  the  funding  oi  tiie  National  Debt^  and  the 
cbarterin^f  of  a  National  Bank. 

The  Repnbiican  party  grained  eoneidenibte  f^mani 
at  the  Apiil  election,  in  1797.  Kzra  L'HomiiitJrd, 
previously  elected  as  a  Federalist,  but  who  cow  acted 
with  the  Democratic  party,  was  zetumed  as  a  Senator 
from  the  Southern  District.  Messrs.  Van  Vechten, 
Ten  Ey ck,  Van  Schoonhoven  and  Clark,  elected  in  the 
Eastern  District,  and  Messrs.  Phelps,  Morris  and  My« 
ers,  in  the  Western  District,  were  all  Federalists. 
Tiie  Kepubiican  candidates  for  the  Assembly,  in  the 
dty  of  New- York,  were  elected  by  an  average  major* 
ity  id  one  thousand.  Among  them,  were  Aaion  Burr,. 
Dr.  Saaiuel  i^.  Mitchell,  and  Dewitt  Clinton.  Mr. 
Clinton  was  the  son  of  Geo.  James  Clinton,  and  a 
n^hew  of  George  Clinton.  He. was  a  graduate  of 
Columbia  College,  where  he  dwtingnished  himself  by 
bis  scholarship  and  talents,  and  commenced  reading 
law  in  the  office  of  Samuel  Jones ;  but  afterwards,. 
Qpon  the  death  of  an  elder  brother,  who  had  occupied- 
the  station,  he  was  appointed  Private  Secretary  to  his 
uncle,  then  Governor  of  the  State.  Ue  identiiied  him- 
self with  the  Repnbiican  party  at  an  early  age,  and 
was  regarded  as  one  of  its  most  active  and  usefur 
members.  The  interference  of  the  Frencii  Minister 
in  our  domestic  affiiirs,  and  the  course  of  the  leading 
Sepnblicans,  in  expressing  their  sympathy  with  the- 
French  Revolutionisls,  at  one  time  induced  him  so 
&r  to  waver  in  his  political  faith,  that  many  promi-- 
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nmt  Federalists,  among  whom  was  Gen.  HaQiilton, 
«iitertaiiied  suoog  bopea  tbal  he  wvnld  anita  wilh  the 
Federal  party.  In  thte  expectation,  however,  they 
were  disappointed,  for  it  appears  that  he  never  lost  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  his  ilepubiican  friends.  At 
die  time  of  hia  eleetion  to  the  Legialatttiei  be  wu  abont 

twenty-eight  years  old. 

The  annual  session  of  tbe  iiegislature  commenced 
at  Albany,  on  the  2d  of  Jimiuury,  1798*  Derick  Ten 
Eyck,  the  Federal  candidate,  was  elected  Speaker, 
over  William  Dunning,  a  Republican  member,  by 
fifty-nine  to  forty-two,  a  auict  pai^  vote.  The  Gover- 
noi's  speech  introduced  no  new  topics  of  special  im* 

portance;  neither  did  it  allude  to  die  political  ques- 
tions upon  which  tbe  two  parties  were  divided.  On 
the  3d  of  January,  Ezra  L'Hommedieu,  William 
Thomson,  Moses  Vail,  and  Joseph  White,  were  elect- 
ed members  of  the  Council  of  Appointment,  Mr. 
Spacer  ofieied  a  resolution,  at  an  early  day  in  the 
session,  declaring  the  seat  of  Sasroel  Jones  in  the  Sen- 
ate to  be  vacant,  in  consequence  of  his  acceptance  of 
the  ofiice  of  Comptroller.  The  resolutioii  gave  rise 
to  considerable  debate,  but  was  finally  defisated  by  a 
large  niajonty.  On  the  12th  of  January,  John  Sloss 
Hobart,  one  oi  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  was 
appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Gen.  Schuyler  as  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate.  Judge  Hobart  was  not  bred  to  the  pro- 
fession of  the  law,  but  bad  been  appointed  a  Judge  in 
1777,  on  account  of  his  sterling  patriotim  and 

souud  judgment.    The  fact  tliat  lie  did  uot  belons^  to 

the  legal  profession,  was  the  reason  that  liobcrt  Yates 
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bad  been  appointed  Chief  Justice,  when  the  former 

was  the  senior  Judge.  Soon  after  the  electioii  of  Judge 
Hobatt  to  tlie  Senate,  he  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Leg- 
is\atuie,  in  which  he  spoke  very  feelingly  of  the  sa- 
crifices he  had  made,  during  the  time  he  had  occupied 
a  place  ou  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  sta- 
ted that  he  accepted  the  office  of  Senator,  in  the  full 
confidence  that  the  Legislature  would  ^'not  suffer  an 
old  servant  to  drink  of  the  bitter  cup  of  poverty  and 
distress,  in  the  evening  of  his  life."  An  attempt  was 
made,  at  this  session,  to  pass  a  law  making  some  pecu- 
niary  provision  for  Jud^^e  Hobart.  and  Chief  Justice 
Yates,  whose  term  of  oilice  was  also  about  to  expire, 
and  who  subsequently  died  poor ;  but  nothing  effect- 
ual was  cv('r  dour  in  regard  to  Llie  subject. 
•  lu  the  montli  of  February,  John  Lansing,  Jr.,  \\  as 
appointed  Chief  Justice,  and  James 'Kent  one  of  the 
Associate  Judges,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State. 
During  tiie  winter,  also,  Robert  McClellan,  afterwards 
a  defaulter,  was  appointed  Treasurer,  and  Daniel 
Hale,  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Scott,  de- 
ceased. Toward  the  latter  part  of  the  session,  Ambrose 
Spencer  left  the  Federal  party,  and  united  with  the 
Republicans.  The  Legislature  adjourned  on  the  7th  of 
April,  and,  shortly  afier,  Judge  Hobart  was  appointed 
by.the  President,  Disiitrict  Judge  for  the  District  of  New- 
York;  and.Gov.  Jay  appointed  Gen.  William  North 
to  supply  the  vac.uicy  iti  the  Senate  (iiuiiig  tlic  recess. 

Preparations  were  made,  early  m  the  season,  iox  the 
springs  election.  On  the  6th  of  March,  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Federal  members  of  Ihe  Iiegisluture,and  a  num- 
ber of  citizens  Ironi  ditierent  parts  of  the  State,  John 
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Jay  and  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  were  nominiited  for 
re*eIeati(Hi.   The  Kepublicans  noiiiiiiated  Ghanceilor 
Livingstan,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Jay,  but^  as  it  was 
understood,  generally  concurred  in  tlie  support  of  Mr^ 
Van  Rensselaer.   The  election  passed  off  very  quietly. 
The  dissatisfactioii  in  reiatioQ  tothennpopuiarxiieaa- 
ures  of  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  which  soon 
after  produced  a  political  revolution  in  the  country, 
had  not  yet  extended  very  faii  owing  in  somed^ree, 
perhaps,  to  the  offensive  conduct  of  the  French  Re- 
public toward  ilic  American  Government;  and  Gov. 
Jay  was  re-elected  by  the  large  mtyority  of  two  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  eighty  voteSi  although  the  te- 
suit,  in  other  respects,  indicated  quite  plainly^  that  the 
Kepublican  party  were  every  day  gaining  additional 
stfehgth.   Dewitt  Clinton  and  David  Gelston  were-' 
elected  to  tbe  Senate,  from  the  Southern  District ; 
Ambrose  Spencer,  .lolui  Schenck,  and  Ebenezer  Foote, 
from  the  Middle;  Leonard  Gansevoort,  Jolm  Frey^ 
and  John  Sanders,  from  the  Eastern;  and  William 
Beekman,  Frederick  Getman,  and  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
from  the  Western  District.   The  Republican  candi- 
dates for  members^  among  whom  were  ^MX(m  Bon 
and  John  Swartwout,  were  elected  in  the  city  of 
New- York.  Washington  coTinty  also  returned  Demo- 
cratic members.  Several  gentlemen,  afterwards  prom- 
inent memhers  of  the  Democratic  party,  made  their 
iirst  appearance  in  public  life  this  year,  as  members  oi 
the  lower  house.   Among  them  were,  David  Thorn- 
as,  of  Washington  cowityi  Brastus  Boot,  of  Delaware, 
ArehibBld  Mc  Intyre,  of  Montgomery,  Obadiah  Ger- 
man, of  Chenango,  and  Jededxah  Peck,  of  Otsego. 
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'l^e  Legislature  mgC  at  Albany  in  the  mouih  oi  . 
AngiaCi  1798,  in  pfiiifiiaiioQr  of.  the  pTochmaCioii  of 
the  Governor.  Derick  Ten  Broeck  was  chosen 
Speaker.  The  Governor's  speech  was  mainly  con?- 
fined  to  natioiial  affiurs,  and  warmly  urged  upon  the 
Legistatim  the  importance  of  making  prepamtiona 
for  the  anticipated  war  with  France,  i^iuwin^  out 
of  the  depcedations  upon  American  commerce  by 
French  craisers ;  the  refusal  of  the  Executive  Diree^ 
tory  to  receive  Mv.  Pinckney,  the  American  Plenipo- 
tentiary ;  and  the  mdiirnity  subsequently  shown 
to  Jcbn  Marshall  and  Elbridge  Gerry,  who  had 
been  mnt  out  to  join  Mr.  Pinckney,  as  Envoys  Extr»- 
ordinary,  in  attempting  to  extort  money  as  a  preiuui- 
narystep  to  negotiation.  The  conduet  of  the  French 
Gorermneat  and  the  dictatorial  tone  of  their  agenti 

xiL  tiiis  country.  'i;itl  jiistiy  excited  the  public  iiidigiia?* 
tkM2|  and  the  recommendations  oi  Gov.  Jay  were  at 
onee  adopted  by  the  Legialatare.  At  this  aesaion, 
James  Wdtscm  was  chosen  as  tifie  successor  of  Judge 
liobart,  in  the  United  States  Senate,  whose  place  had 
been  tempoiarily  filled  by  the  appoialment  of  Gen. 
North.  John  Tayier  was  supported  by  the  Desno* 
crats,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  A\  alsoo.  In  the  Assembly, 
the  vote  stood  fifty-seveu  for  Mr.  Wateon,  and  ibrty- 
eight'for  Mr.  Tayier* 

The  Legislature  re-assembled  at  Albany,  on  the 
2d  day  of  ^January,  1799.  llie  Council  of  Apponit- 
wmi  etkoim-  this  year,  ccKiaiated  of  Wm.  Dnnipiing, 
Ebsneaer  Footsi,  Ebenecer  CSiark,  and  J6bn  Frey. 
Mr.  Diiuniug  was  the  only  Republican  member  of  the 
Councili  and  owed  hia  dection  to  the  jiact»  that  his 
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District  (the  Southern)  wtus  represented  entirely  by 

t  Democmtic  Senators.  At  this  sessioiij  a  hiW  was  in- 
troduced  into  the  Assembly,  dividing  the  State  into 
districts,  for  the  election  of  Presidential  Electors 
by  the  people,  and  directing  the  State  Senators  to 
be  chosen  in  single  districts.  This  project  was 
brought  forward  by  the  Republican  members,  in 
the  hope  of  securing'  a  part  of  the  electoral  college, 
as  it  was  feared  that  the  Federalists  would  elect  a 
majoruy  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature  in  April, 
1800.  The  measure  was  also  supported  by  some 
eight  or  ten  members  who  had  been  elected  as  Fed- 
eralists, but  who  generally  voted  with  the  Benaoef atie 
party :  the  most  prominent  of  whom  were,  Obadiah 
•  Gcrnuiii,  Judge  Peck,  and  Mr.  McKmstry  of  Hudson. 
They  were,  in  the  political  parlance  of  the  day,  usu- 
ally denominated  as  trimmers;  and,  it  is  said,  that  it 
required  all  the  tact  nvA  address  of  Col.  Burr  to 
manage  them.  This  charge,  however,  is  scarcely 
warranted  by  the  subsequent  conduct  of  these  gentle- 
men. Iiideed,  it  is  well  known  that,  eaily  in  17Ub,  a 
large  ];orlion  of  the  Federal  party  began  to  have  seri- 
ous iMi  irivings  as  to  the  propriety  of  the.measures 
.adi:]nod  by  the  General  Government.  Tvlany  of  the  - 
leaclin:^'-  ]\  (leralists  v/ere,  even  at  that  late  day.  iu 
the  habit  of  openly  expressing  their  doubts  of  the 
success  of  our  Democratic  institutions.  At  the  forma- 
tion of  tii;  (joverauicntj  Gen.  HamiltoUj  and  othei*s, 
had |i vowed  their  want  of  conhdence  in  the  capacity 

^-^  of  man  for  scl  f-government ;  and  the  former  had  said,  in 
a  speech  delivered  in  New- York,  that  the  people  were 
"  their  worst  enemies."   He  also  spoke  of  the  Consti- 
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tutian,  in  a  letter  written  to  Timothy  Pickering,  after 

its  adoption,  as  being  an  experim&nf^  reluctantly 
yielded  to  the  prejudices  of  tiie  people.  Gov.  Jay,  in 
his  l^ter  to  Gen.  Washington,  dated  March  7,  1787,  • 
etpfeaaed  similar  sentiments ;  and  when  it  was  per- 
ceived that  these  two  loaders  of  the  Fedora!  party, 
were  almost  the  sole  disp^isers  of  the  patro  lagu  ot 
the  General  and  State  Govemments,  in  New-York,  a 
feel  ii'j  of  distrust  ben^aii  to  pervade  the  minds  of  the 
more  Uberai  I  Vderalists.  The  decided  oppositiou  of 
Ae  ptominent  BepuUicansin  the  Union,  among  whom 
were  Tbomss  Mfenon,  Benjamin  Franklin^  George 
Clinton,  and  ^Samuel  Adoins,  to  the  measnres  of  the 
eadsting-Federai  administration — ^to  the  standiag  army 
nMdintimeof  peace — thealienand  sedition  laws — 

and  the  revival  of  thf'  odious  stamp  duty^^ontributed 
largely  to  increase  the  number  of  their  adherents,  and 
»  altimeldy  enabled  them,  in  the  great  contest  of  ISUO^ 
to  achieve  a  trinmphant  victory  over  their  opponents. 
Noiwitlistandrng  the  nommal  Federal  majority  in  the 
Assnbty,  ibe  bill  pnmding  for  the  division  of  the 
8Me  ittto  distriets,  passed  that  body,  but  was  defeat- 
ed in  the  Senate. 

At  this  session,  also,  the  celebrated  V  irgiziia  and  ilLen- 
tucky  Resolutiims,  drawn  by  Mr.  Madison,  which  de- 
nounced  the  alien  and  sedition  laws,  and  other  leading 
measures  of  the  administration  of  tlie  elder  AdamSi 
weteeommtmicated  to  the  Legislature  by  the  Governor. 
On  tskln^  the  subject  up  in  the  Assembly,  Mr.  Kin^, 
a  Federal  member,  offered  a  joiat  resolution,  deciar-. 
ing  that  the  right  of  deciding  on  the  constitutional- 
ity of  sU  lawsbekmged  to  the  National  Judtcifiry,  and 
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that  the  individual  States  could  not  assume  that  right, 
without  daBtroying  the  independeiioe  of  the  General 
Government.   This  extraordinary  doctrine  nms  ear* 

iiestly  aad  ably  com  batted,  by  Erastus  Root,  and 
atherSi  but  the  resolution  finally  passed  by  a  vote  of 
fifty  to  forty-three.  In  the  Senate,  there  were  bat 
sev  un  votes  neaiiist  it,  viz  :  Messrs.  Adison,  Dunn  in  o-. 
L'Hommedieu,  J.  Scheuck,  Spencer,  Tappan,  aud 
Tiliotson.  Dewitt  Gtintoa  was  absent,  at  the  time 
the  vote  was  taken,  but  would,  undoubtedly,  have 
opposed  the  resolution,  had  lie  been  present.  Judge 
Spencer,  who  had  formerly  been  an  active  Federal* 
ist,  changed  hie  political  associations  towards  the 
close  of  the  session  of  1798,  and  was  understood  to 
belong  to  the  Democratic  party  at  the  tinrie  of  hie 
re-eSection  to  the  Senate,  in  the  spring  of  that  year. 

A  bill  passed  the  Assembly  during  the  session  oi 
1799,  providing  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery, 
tat  was  fiqeeted  in  the  Senate*  Judge  Peck  intro- 
doced  a  hill  abolishing*  imprisonment  for  debt,  which 
was  defeated  by  a  decisive  vote.  A  few  days  previ- 
ous to  the  adjoomment,  the  notorious  bill,  chartering 
the  Manhattan  Bank,  was  passed.  This  act  was  en* 
titled,  *^  an  net  for  supplyinir  the  city  of  New- York 
witli  pure  and  wholesome  water,"  and  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  members  were  entirely  ignorant  of  > 
the  provision  conferring  banking  powers  upon  the 
j  company.   The  most  active  agent  in  maturing  this 


seheme,  was  CoU  Burr ;  who,  with  his  political  friends, 
afterwards  obtained  a  majority  of  the  stock,  and  con- 

trolled  liie  operations  of  the  conipaiiy. 

•  The  election  in  April,  1799,  resulted  unfavorably 
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4o  Ifae  DiwKwrtk  i^rty.  This  mult  was  prodneodi  ^/ 
ia.jytfC,  by  the  discloNwe  of  tbe  fiindidtiit  maum 

which  were  itsed  hi  obtaininij  ilie  charter  of  the  Mail-     /  ' 
*    f  hattmi  Bank.    The  Republican  ticket  in  the  city  of  *./ 
tNeiF-York|  at  the  head  of  which  was  Coi.  Bunr,  was 
•defeated  by  about  nine  hundred  majority.    In  Colum-  ' 
.bia  county,  also,  liie  i  ederui  ticket  succeeded,  contra- 
•xf  to  the  expectations  of  the  opposition.  Judge  Peck 
.was  ratorued  from  Ots^o,  in  spite  of  the  eflforts  of 
Judge  Cooper,  and  other  iidluenlial  Federalists.  The 
Federal  candidates  for  iSeaators,  Messrs.  Hatfield  and 
XkkSf  were  elected  in  the  Soothem  District  In  the  I 
Middle  District,  Isaac  l^loom,  Jolm  ilat horn,  and  John     |  | 
Soifern,  jftepubiican^?.  were  elected.    Zina  Hitchcock,  i 
Ebeneiisr  iUisaelly  and  Moses  VtuLy  fimlbe  Bastem 
Dirtriet;  and  Moss  Kent  and  Yincent  MatthewSi  | 
frooi  tbe  Western,  were  elected  by  tbe  Federalists. 

Duhng  the  suinnier  of  1799,  tbe  pioseculioiis  which 
weie  institiitad  under  the  aUen  and  sedition  law% 
turned  the  current  of  iiiihlic  onmion  strongly  in  favor 
of  the  Democratic  party.    Cbarles  iiolti  printer  of 

at  New-London,  Connecticut^  was  prosecuted  and  im- 
prisoned. A  Mr.  Baidw4i,  of  j\'ew-Jerseyf  was  fined 
one  hundred  dollars,  for  expressing  the  wish  that  the 
wadding  of  the  cannon,  fiied  on  the  occssioii  <tf  Mr. 

Adams'  pas.sin^^  through  TS'ewark,  had  lodsred  in  the 
President's  backaide.  Judge  Peck, -of  Otsego  ^coimtf , 
was  also  pfosecnted,  for  eiieiiiating  a  petitioI^  w^ 
by  Gen.  Jolm  Armstrong,  in  his  usual  caustic  style, 
foi  tbe  repeal  of  the  aiiea  and  seduion  laws.  These, 
44id  nniilax  circmnatances,  contribufeed,  in  a  wonder^ 
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fui  degree,  to  increase  the  feeling  of  antipatliy  to  the 
mattniresi  of  the  Federal  party,  and  eventually  threv 
them  into  a  minority  in  the  State  and  nation.  ' 

Greorgc  Washingtoij  died  at  Mount  Vernon,  on  the 
9th  day  of  December,  1799.  The  intelligence  of  his 
dissolution  flew,  like  an  electric  shock,  from  one  ex- 
tremity  of  tlic  I  'iiioii  to  the  otiier.  The  embittered  par- 
tizan  feelings  oi  the  liour  were  at  once  hushed,  in  view 
of  the  irreparable  loss  which  the  natim  had  sustained  * 
The  strife  of  party,and  the  fierce  contests  of  opposing 
factions,  gave  way  to  the  spontaneous  tributes  of  grate- 
ful affection,  which  swelled  in  every  heart,  and  trem- 
bled onevery  lip.  Theeventfiil  career  of  ^^the  Ginein* 
natus  of  the  West,"  had  been  invested  with  an  air  of 
moral  grandeur,  without  parallel  in  the  history  of  the 
wmdd ;  and  it  was,  indeed,  most  appropriate,  that  its 
close  should  be  attended  with  the  blessings  of  his 
countrymen,  and  that  his  services  and  fame  should 
be  embalmed  in  the  memories  of  la  fme  and  happy^ 
people.  The  reeollection  of  such  a  life«>-the  specta- 
cle of  snch  a  death — might  well  put  to  shame  the 
fondest  hopes  of  the  demagogue,  and  the  brightest  as- 
pixations  of  the  statesman. 

The  New- York  Legislature  assembled  at  Albany, 
ou  the  28th  day  of  January,  18U0.  Mr.  Ten  Broeck 
was  re-elected  Speaker.  The  Oovemor's  speech  al- 
luded, in  just  and  eloquent  tefrms,  to  the  life  and  char- 
acter of  Gen.  Washhigton,  and  recommended  further 
Statutory  {no  visions  for  the  support  of  common  schools, 
and  sniMlry  amendments  of  the  existing  laws  of  die 
State.  Samuel  HMi:jlii-  Robert  Sands,  J.-inies  Gordon, 
and  Thomas  R.  Uold,  were  elected  members  of  the 
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Gouncil  of  Appointment,  for  Ae  ensiling  ymr.  The 
salary  of  the  Comptroller  was  reduced  at  this  session, 
from  three  Uioasand  to  two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars,   in  coneeqnence  of  this  lednetkm,  Mir.  Jones 

declined  a  re-a])])oiutmerit.  and  John  V.  Hvury.  a 
member  of  Assemitly  from  Albany,  and  ai]Ler\\  ards 
known  as  a  socoessiul  lawyer^  was  selected  to  fiil  the 

office,  .lud^e  Peck  afifain  broiieht  forward  liis  plan 
for  dividing  tiie  State  iuto  districts,  and  tlie  choice  of 
Pipendeiitial  Eiecton  by  The  bill  eneoun- 

tned  die  zealous  opposition  of  the  Federalists,  and 
was  rejected  in  the  Assembly,  by  a  vote  of  fifty-five 
10  ioity-seren.  On  the  3rd  day  of  April,  Gkrremenr 
Morns  was  elected  to  1111  the  Tacancy  in  the  United 
States  Senate,  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Watson.  Peter  Gansevoort ,  of  Albany,  was  supported 
as  the  candidate  of  the  Bqfmblican  members.  The 
Legislature  adjoraned  on  the  8th  of  April,  to  meet 
again  on  the  first  Tuesday  iu  November. 

The  Aphl  election  teiminAled  in  the  signal  tnum|A 
of  the  Democratic  paity.  Their  candidates  for  the 
Assembly  were  elected  in  the  city  of  New- York,  and 
they  also  carried  three  of  the  four  tSeiiatoriai  Districts. 
Six  of  Ihe  ten  CoogressmMi  chosen  at  this  election, 
were  Republ  leans*  The  Eastern  District  returned 
James  Gordon  and  Stephen  Fink,  as  Senators.  Wm. 
Dunning,  Jonatfaan  Pindy,  and  Benjamin  Htmting^ 
were  elected  in  the  Sonthem  l>i8trict;  David  Tan 
Ness,  Solomon  Sutherland,  John  C.  Hogeboom,  Jaco- 
bus S.  Bruyn,  and  James  W.  Wilkin,  in  the  Middle ; 
and  Robert  Roseboom  and  Jedediah  Sanger,  in  the 
Western  District.   All  the  Senators  elect,  with  the  ex- 
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MpCioa<rfthoee&oiathe  Extern  I)i8tiiet,«od  Mr.  San^ 
^er,  wbo  wa9  sopportod  by  the  Fedemlista,  and  after- 

,Wcirds  acted  with  them,  were  llcpul>licans.  Consider- 
able tact  was  manifested  in  selectuig  the  jBNepubUcaqi 
jdcik^tin  ^ew-Yapk'Citf.  The  rtvahy  bi^ween  th^ 
-two  fainilies,  of  the  liivingstons  and  ClintonSj  and  the 
jealpusy  which  belli  eateiiaiued  of  Col.  Burr,  required 
die  most  eaiefui  managenmit  Through  the  adrmv 
jmm  of  Ckd.  Bmr,  a  tickst  w^s  finally  selected,  at  the 
Jiead  of  which  was  placed  Gov.  Clinton.  Biockiiolst 
IjLTipgatoil,  Sw^rtwout,  the  intimate  friend  of 
JBurr,  Cten.  IIdnilio  Gates,  me  of  the  heroes  of  the  rey- 

olalioji,  John  Eroome,  siibseqnently  Lieut.  Governor 
of  tlie  State^  lisnry  Kutgers,  and  iSamuei  Osgood, 
were  amocig  the  odieroaiididates.  Itwasameasymat^ 
ter  to  unite  the  Dmocratic  party  in  support  of  such  a 
combinauou  of  talent  and  induence,  and  the  result 
pcDYed  thefi^tnesaof  theaelectioo.  Col.  Burr  himself^ 
was  elected  a  member  from  the  county  of  Omnge. 
,Smith  Thompson,  late  one  of  the  Associate  Judges  of 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  entered  into  pubiic 
life  this  yeari  as  a  member  ftom  Dotebess  coimty. 

The  result  of  the  New- York  canyass,  rendered  the 
el(jption  of  Mr.  Jetierson,  as  Pie&ideut,  almost  a  mat- 
ter of  certainty.  Congress  was  in  session  at  thia 
time,  and  aifangments  were  immediatdy  set  on  fioot 
by  the  Republican  members,  to  piomoie  the  election 
of  their  candidates.  As  there  was  not  a  dissenting 
▼oioe  heard  in  oppositim  to  Mr.  Jefierson*  it  only  be- 
came necessary  to  fix  upon  a  candidate  for  the  Yiee 
Presidency ;  and,  at  an  informal  caucus,  held  at  Phil- 
3delpbia  in  the  month  of  Mayi  it  was  agreed  that 
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thai  officer  ahoold  be  tsitm  fiom  New-Yerk/  The 

names  of  Chance] lor  Livingston,  Gov.  Clinton,  and 
Col.  Burr,  were  motioned;  but  as  thestcgi&of  puUio 
feeling,  in  Nev-Yoik  was  nol  tlmi  kn(ywn,  it  vnB 
tliought  advisable  to  jiostpone  all  deliiiiie  action,  until 
Mr.  Galiatia  had  conreipaQded  with  his  fn^ds  at 
home.  That  gwtienian  acooidiiigly  addmved  a 
letter  to  Com.  Nickoleon,  making  the  necessary  in- 
quiries. The  Commodore  was  auon  convinced,  that 
tile  deafoeas  of  Chaacdioir  Liriiigsloa  lenderad  him 
altogeCfaffir  imparaoticdMe,  anddedciiad  on  reoomnmid* 

bg  the  noiiiiuation  of  Uuv.  Clinton.  avIio  had  earnest- 
ly refused  the  use  of  his  name,  on  account  of  his  ad- 
Taoeed  age,  impaifad  health,  and  the  aitualioii  of  his 
fiunily,  but  finally  gave  his  consent,  with  the  under- 
standing that  he  should  be  at  liberty  to  resign,  when 
lie  Mt  it  to  be  neooisary  Ibfr  him  80  to  do.  Onaho'ir- 
ing  the  letter  vhieh  he  had  written,  to  Col.  Banr^tfia 
latter  expressed  some  dissatisfaction  with  the  Com- 
modore's recommendatioQ)  and  the  interview  ended 
ia  the  sofaBtitiitkm  of  tiie  name  of  Banr,  ftr  diat  of 
Gov.  Clinton.  Whatever  may  have  been  Gov.  Chn-  * 
ton's  views  in  s^ard  to  tins  ungeneroua  treatmenti 
lie  siqiported  ttaa  nommation  of  lefieiiOiiaBd  Bmr, 
vith  pttfect  good  fiuth,  boA  in  the  Legialatma  and 
mt  oi  It. 

On  the  7th  day  of  May^  Gen.  Hamilton,  at  the  in-  . } 
^tigcition     a  eanona  of  hia  politioal  firieod%  hold  in 

the  city  of  New- York,  addressed  a  letter  to  Gov.  Jay, 
warmly  urging  upon  hnn  the  importance  ^  calling 
ia  otra  aawion  of  the  exiating  L4(M«taieiamajori» 
tf  of  wfaicfa  were  Fedamliets,  for  the  purpose  of  fora* 
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ftaUinge  the  action  of  ^ir  successors  in  fte  choice  of 

Presidential  Electors,  or  of  dividing  the  State  into 
Electoral  Districts,  iu  llie  hope  that  a  suliicient  num- 
ber of  Electors  might  be  secured  to  defeat  Mr.  Jeflte* 
son.  Got.  Jay,  as  has  bemi  [gevionsly  roentiooedy 
refused  to  listen  to  the  entreaties  of  Gen.  Hamilton  ; 
which  put  an  eod  to  this  attempt  to  frustrate  the 
wishes  of  the  people.  The  eondnctof  Gen.  HainiltoQ 
durins:  thu  Presidential  canvass,  furnishes  many  strong" 
arguments  to  show  that  he  regarded  President  Adams 
as  a  riYml  in  the  affisctions  of  the  iioflliem  Fed- 
eralists. On  the  Md  October,  1800,  e  few  days 
previous  to  the  choice  of  Presidential  Electors,  a  pam- 
phlet,  attacking  the  public  conduct  and  charader  of 
John  Adams,''  in  the  mostvindictiTe  language,  which 
w'ds  written  by  Geii.  Ifamilton,  in  the  form  of  a  letter, 
and  doubtless  intended  for  his  conhdential  friends^ 
was  made  ptttdic,  and  widely  eiicidated  throughout 
ttie  Unkm.  The  letter  spoke  of  Mr,  Ad«ms  as  being 
man  of  an  imagination  sublinjated  and  eccentric, 
propitious  neither  to  the  rc^ar  diapfaqr  of  a  somsMl 
judgment,  nor  to  steady  perseremnee  in  a  systenwtki 
plan  of  conduct:  and  to  this  defect  is  added  the  un- 
fiurtunate  foible,  of  a  vanity  without  bounds,  and  a  . 
jealousy  capable  of  discolorijDg'  emy  ofagect"  Tfav  * 
writer  also  avowed  his  preference  for  Mr.  Pinckney^ 
of  8outh  Carolina,  at  the  election  in  17%;  and,  while 
he  did  not  '^advise  the  wi^oldtii^  from  Ifr.  Adams 
a  s&igle  TOte"  at  the  ttien  approaching  election,  ho 
claimed  ''an  equal  support"  for  Mr.  Pinckney.  Mow 
far  the  statements  in  this  letter,  and  the  conduct  of 

Osn:  HamiUxMi,  htmsatf,.wartaatMl  the  diaige.wliiob^ 
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vas  then  made  against  him,  that  he  desired  the  eiec- 
liuii  of  a  Southern  man,  in  order  to  hasten  his  own  de^  .j 

ration  to  the  Presidential  chair,  the  reader  will  deter- 
mine. 

The  new  Legislature  convened  on  the  first  Tues* 

day  in  November.  Samuel  Osgood,  of  New- York, 
was  chosen  Speaker.  The  two  liouses  immediately 
proceeded  to  the  business  of  the  session :  the  choice 
of  Presidential  Electors.    The  Senate  nominated 

Federal,  and  tlie  Assembly  liepublican  Electors.  On 
jokit  ballot,  the  following  gentlemen,  all  of  whom 
TOB  Republicans,  were  elected,  by  twenty-two  major- 
ity, viz:  Isaac  Ledyard,  Anthony  Lispenard,  Pierre 
Van  Cortland,  Jr.,  James  Burt,  Gilbert  Livingston, 
Thomas  Jenkins,  Peter  Tan  Ness,  Robert  Ellis,  John 
Wood  worth,  Jeremiah  \  an  Rensselaer,  Jncob  Acker, 
aad  Wm.  Floyd  j  and  on  the  6th  of  November,  Gen. 
John  Armstrong  was  unanimously  elected  a  United 
States  Senator,  in  the  placeof  John  l.uwrence.  who  had 
resigned.  On  the  Tth  of  November,  a.  resolution  was 
offered  in  the  House,  providing  for  the  election  of  a 
Council  of  Appointment.  In  1794,  the  Federalists 
coatended  that  the  members  of  the  Council  held  tiieir 
offices  only,  until  the  election  of  their  successors, 
while  the  R*.  publicans  field  that  the  term  of  office 
continued  one  year.  Upon  tlie  introduction  oi  this 
lesolution,  a  violent  debate  arose,  in  the  course  of 
which  the  two  parties  reversed  the  positions  which 
ihey  had  formerly  occupied.  Tlie  discussion  closed 
with  the  adoption  of  the  resoli^tion,  and  Dewitt  Glin- 
to,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Robert  Roseboom,  and  John 
Sauders,  were  elected  inenibers  of  the  Council  foi  tiie 
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msuiog  year.  Mr.  Sanders  was  the  only  Fedml 
among'  the  number.  The  old  Council,  faowerer,  tm^ 
like  then  Republican  predecessors  in  1794,  cortinued 
to  act  until  the  close  of  the  year,  notwithstaiiding 
they  had  once  advocated  the  doctrine  that  it  was  ^'a 
dangemn  and  utieonatitutional  nsarpattcm  of  power.'' 
The  Legislature  adjourned  ou  ihe  8th  of  Noi^ember, 
to  the  last  Tuesday  in  January ;  at  which  time  it  le- 
asaembled. 

But  little  business  of  jmportance  was  transacted,  in 
either  house,  during  the  winter  session  of  1801.  On 
the  llih  day  of  Febniaiy,  Got.  Jay  met  the  new 
Council  of  Appointment.  The  Governor  nominated 
Jesse  Thompson,  for  iSiieriif  of  the  county  of  Dotob- 
ess,  and  the  Council  refused  toconcur  in  thenonaina- 
don.  He  Aen  nominated  aevm  odier  pmooe,  in  sue- 
cession,  for  the  office,  who  were  all  rejected.  At 
the  same  meeting,  <>  other  nominations  were  made 
which  wore  appfoved.  The  Oonncil  tfien  adjouined 
to  the  18th  of  p^'ebruary,  at  which  time  Robert  Wil- 
liams, a  jiepublican,  was  appointed  Shenii  of  Dutch- 

e88»  On  the  Mth,anotte  meeting  waaheidi  at  which 
.  llie  Governor  nominated  Beiatjamin  Jackie 

of  Orange  county.  The  Council  rejected  this  nomi- 
nation, and  aevefal  others,  which  were  made  for  the 
same  office.  ]>ewitt  CSinton  then  nominated  Joitt 
Blake,  Jr.  The  Governor  declined  putting  the  ijues- 
tion,  and  xiommated  John  ISickolson ;  whereupon  the 
B^blicatt  membere  of  the  Cooneil  r^iosed  to  vote. 
Mr.  Jay  then  stated  that  he  deiiied  time  to  consider 
upon  the  proper  course  to  be  ptiTSued,  and  tte  Coun- 
cil actjoumed*  Tbeywere  never  convened  again  du^ 
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ring  the  admiuistratioa  oi  Gov.  Jay.  It  will  be  seen 
tbat  the  same  questions  which  had  previously  ntiaext 
between  Gov.  Clinton  and  a  Federal  Council,  were* 
those  upon  which  Gov.  Jay  and  the  Republican 
Council  now  disagreed.  The  Governor  insisted  on 
the  exclusive  right  of  nomination,  and  the  Council 
claimed  a  concurrent  right.  On  the  26th  of  Febru- 
ary, Gov.  Jay  sent  a  message  to  the  Legislature,  set- 
ting forth  the  difficulties  between  himself  and  the 
Council,  and  asking  tlieir  direction  in  the  premises. 
A  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Assembly,  declaring 
that  the  question  was  a  constitutional  one,  which  it 
belonged  to  the  Grovernorand  Council  to  decide.  The 
Governor  also  addressed  the  Chanceiior,  and  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  requesting  their  opinion ;  which 
they  uuaiiiniously  declined  giving,  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  wholly  au  extra  judicial  matter.  On  the  17th 
of  March,  Messrs.  Clinton,  Spencer,  and  Roseboom,. 
addressed  a  communication  to  the  Assembly,  in  which 
ihey  went  into  a  train  of  argument  to  establish  the 
right  of  the  Council  to  malce  nominations,  and  in* 
stanced  the  appointment  of  Judge  Benson  during  the 
administration  of  Gov.  Clinton.  Tins  communication 
inflected,  in  pretty  severe  terms,  on  the  conduct  and 
motives  of  Gov.  Jay,  and  is  said  to  have  been  writteu 
by  Judge  Spencer. 

Previous  to  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature,  a 
bill  was  passed,  directing  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  be  raised,  by  four  successive  lot- 
teries ;  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  of  which 
ihonld  be  distributed  by  the  Regents  of  the  Universi-^ 
ty,  among  the  academies ;  and  the  residue  appropria- 
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ted  lor  the  eAcouragement  of  comnioii  schools.  The 
jfiiM  active  members  in  procuring  the  adoption  of  this 
measure,  were  Judge  Peck,  of  Otsego,  and  Adam 

Cunistock,  of  Saratoga.  The  dispuLe  between  the 
Qoveinor  and  Council,  leudered  it  desirable  that  this 
yexied  question  of  the  ri^t  nomination  should  be 
settled,  uiidj  for  tliis  ])urpose,  an  alteration  of  the  Con- 
stitution was  suggested.  As  that  instrument  contained 
no  provision  for  its  amendment,  the  Legislature  passed 
'  a  law  on  the  6th  of  April,  entitled,  "  An  act  recom- 
mending a  Convention.''  By  this  law,  ail  freemen, 
over  twenty-one  years  of  age^  vrexe  allowed  to  vota 
for  delegates  to  attend  a  Convention,  to  be  held  at 
Albany,  on  the  secoiid  Tuesday  of  October,  to  take 
into  consideration  tlie  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
in  seUtiim  to  members  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly, 
and  the  powers  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Ap- 
poiiitnient. 

During  the  winter  of  1801,  the  singular  and  unex- 
pected result  of  the  Presidential  election,  oecasioiied 

no  little  excitement.  Upon  canvassing  tl'c  votes,  it 
was  ibuud  that  Mr.  Jeikrsoa  and  Mr.  Burr  had  each 
received  seventy-three  votes,  Mr.  Adains  sixty-five, 
and  Ml.  Piuckuey  sixty  iliiee.  There  was,  of  course, 
uo  election  by  the  Electors,  and  the  matter  was  re- 
fen*ed  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  vote 
was  taken  in  that  body,  by  States.  Eight  out  of  the 
sixteen  States  were  Republican,  six  t'cderal,  aud 
two  eq^ually  divided. .  A  majority  of  the  whole  w^ 
necessary  to  a  choice.  In  this  condition  of  things, 
the  charge  was  l)roiig]it  against  Col.  Bun,  of  iutri- 
gumg  to  secure  liis  own  election,  in  preferc^ice.to.that 
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of  Mr.  Jeffersaii.    Indeed,  it  appears  iiom  Ae  state- 
ment of  Jonathan  Dayton,  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Federal  party  in  New- Jersey,  that  the  Electors  of 
that  State,  who  were  Federals,  had  previously  en- 
l- led  into  au  arrangemunt  with  Col.  Bnrr,  to  vote  for 
hinij  in  case  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Adatus  was  rendered 
certain,  eveQ  with  the  vote  of  that  State,  and  to  leave 
off  the  name  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  wliich  would  have  se- 
cured his  election.    This  plan  was  not  carried  into 
effect,  for  the  reason  that  the  result  in  Pennsylvania 
was  different  from  what  had  been  anticipated.  Mr. 
Burr,  and  his  intimate  friend  and  adviser,  William 
P.  Van  Ness,  were  in  Albany  while  the  exciting  scenes 
of  the  Presidential  contest  were  transpiring  at     a  li 
iiigton.    Previous  to  tlie election  in  the  House  ol  liep- 
imatatives,  the  latter  addressed  a  letter  to  JBdward 
Livingston,  a  member  of  Congress  from  this  State,  in 
which  h\2  stated  that    it  was  the  sense  of  tlie  Kepub- 
licaa  ]virty  of  this  State,  that  after  some  trials  in  the 
Hoase,  Mr.  Jefferson  should  be  given  up  for  Mr.  Burr." 
These,  and  other  facts,  were  adduced  in  support  of  the 
charge  of  bad  faith  made  against  Col.  Burr,  and  were 
commented  pn,  at  length,  in  the  "  View'^  of  his  political 
conduct,  written  by  Mr.  Cheethain,  and  published  in 
1802.    Judge  Van  Yess,  on  the  other  hand,  denied 
the  imputation  of  sinister  motives,  in  a  pamphlet  writ* 
ten  by  him  over  the  signature  of  *Aristides'.   It  w  as 
impossible  to  convict  Col.  Burr  of  an  overt  act  of 
treachery  to  the  Kepublican  party ;  still,  it  is  not  to  be 
doulrted  that  he  was  cognizant  of  the  movements 
which  would  be  made  at  Washington,  inasmuch  as  a 
cooiidential  friend  of  his,  David  A.  Ogden^  was  there 

e 


biyiiizeo  by  Google 


I 

during  the  whole  tixne^  and  jnrobttbly  had  aome  pfe-^' 
Tious  communication  with  him.  The  warmest  frien<h» 

of  Col.  Burr  cannot  deny,  that  it  was  in  his  power  to 
have  prevented  the  result  which  ensued.  He  was  not 
the  candidateof  the  party  for  the  Presidency,  although, 
under  tlie  existing  law,  lie  might  liave  been  chosen 
by  the  House  ^  and  every  thing  goes  to  show,  that  he 
was  filling  to  be  used  by  the  Federalists  to  defeat 
Mr.  Jefferson.  After  balloting  thirty-six  times,  the 
contest  finally  terminated  in  tlie  choice  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son a9  Presidenti  and  Mr.  Burr  as  Tice  President* 
This  result  was  produced  by  Mr.  Bayard,  a  Federal 
member  from  Delaware,  who  changed  his  vote,  from 
Bun  to  Jefferson. 

The  rejoicings  of  the  DeoMXsratic  party  in  this 
State,  over  the  result  of  the  election,  were  of  the  most 
enthusiastic  character,  and  vigorous  preparations  were 
at  once  made,  fai  the  success  oCrthe  Republicaa  ticket 
at  the  approaching  GKibernatorial  election^  Gk>v,  Jay 
had  previoa>ly,  on  several  occasions,  signified  his  in- 
tention to  retire  to  private  life,  at  the  close  of  his  ofii* 
cial  term,  and,  in  December,  1800,  he  had.  declined  a 
re-appoiutment  to  the  office  of  Chici  J  ustice  of  the 
United  States,  tendered  to  him  by  Mr.  Adams.  His 
yiews  were  feelingly  expressed,  in  a  letter  addressed 
to  the  Fedemi  members  of  the  Legislature,  in  reply 
to  their  solicitatious  to  become  acaiididatefor  anoihur 
term.  His  determination  could  not  be  shaken ;  and 
he  left  the  public  serme^amid  the  regrets  of  the  party- 
wliich  had  elevated  liini  to  the  high  station  he  had 
occupied,  and  with  the  sincere  respect  and  esteem  o£ 
by  far.  die  laigiur  portion  of  hia  politieal  opponenli^ 
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1601— George  Clinton  elected  Governor,  and  Jeremiah  Van  Rpnsse- 
laer  Lieutenant  GoTernor— Details  of  the  April  Election — Eiec* 
turn  of  Delegates  to  the  State  Convention^ William  P.  Van  fkm» 

JhstaiA  D.  Tompkins — Proceedings  of  the  Convention — Propoaod 
Amendments  to  the  Const itution--Gov.  Clinton  and  the  old  Coun* 
cil  of  Appointment — i-ions  of  the  Republican  Party — Move- 
me.nts  of  Dewitt  Clinton  and  Ambrose  Spencer— the  Clinton  and 
linngstoD  ftmilies — Sylvaans  Miller,  Thoniie  Tillolsoa,  BUshft 
Jenkins- -Removals  of  the  Council— Controversy  between  Mr.  Spen- 
wr,and  Judge  Foote,  of  Delaware  county--The  Central  Appointing 
Power — Resignation  ot  Chancellor  Livingston,  and  Appointment 
of  John  Lansing  Jr. — Morgan  Lewis  appointed  Chief  Justice, 
mlBioekliokt  Xiringston  and  Smith  TlumiiMon,  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court— Session  of  the  Legislature  in  ISOS^Dewitt  Clin- 
ton appointed  United  Statt^s  Senator— >3"ew  apportionment  of  the 
Members  of  Assembly — Election  in  April,  1^02 — Col.  Burr  aban- 
doned by  a  majority  of  the  Republican  party — Cheetham's  Review 
of  Burr's  Conduct— Pamphlet  of  Judge  Va«.  Ness — Duel  between 
Sewitt  Clinton  and  John  Swartwout— L^islature  of  180ft— 8ol»> 
mon  Southwick — Gen.  Bailey  elected  Ignited  States  Senator,  over 
Mr.  Woodworth,the  r^ular  candidate  of  the  Republican  Caucus- 
Abraham  Van  Vechten — Charter  of  the  New-York  State  Bank— • 
April  Election  in  1803 — Success  of  the  Democratic  Party  through- 
oat  the  Union^Dewitt  Clinton  appointed  Bfayor  of  the  eity  of 
New- York,  and  Gen.  Bailey  Postmaster — Legislature  of  180^ 
John  Arrastrongand  John  Smith  elected  T'^nitrd  States  Senators- 
Ambrose  Spencer  appointed  a  Jnd.;(^  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
John  VVoodworth  Attorney  General — The  Restraining  Law — Proe- 
eeirtton  of  Hairy  Croewell  for  lihel— Nomination  or  Oeom  Clin- 
ton as  the  Republican  candidate  for  Vice  President---Momii 
Lewis  selected  by  the  Repulilicans  as  tiieir  candidate  fi^r  Gw- 
smgr — Col.  Burr  the  opposing  candidate— 1804. 

George  Cl  i  nton  and  Jeremiah  Yon  Rensselaer  were 
put  in  nomination  for  the  offices  of  Governor  and 
IdemeDant  GoTemor,  at  an  early  day,  by  the  Rq^ub- 
Umi  members  of  the  Legishtore.  After  the  deelea- 
lioQ  of  Gov.  Jay,  the  Federalists  nominated  Stephen 


Van  Renaselaer  and  James  Watson.  At  the  election 
in  April,  1801|  Mr.  Clinton  was  elected  Goyemor, 

three  thoasaiid  nine  hundred  and  sixty-five  majority, 
and  the  general  result  was  highly  favorable  to  iheDe* 
mocratic  party.  A  large  majority  of  the  members  of 
AsseruMy  elected  were  Republicans.^  The  Senators 
chosen,  were  equally  divided.  Ezra  L'Hommedieu 
from  the  Southern;  James  G.  Graham,  Jacobus  S. 
Bruyn,  and  Peter  Van  Bergen,  from  the  Middle;  and 
John  Ttiyler  and  Chris  topher  Hut  ten,  fruni  the  Eastern 
District,  were  Eepublicans.  Abrabanx  Yan  Yechten, 
Ebenezer  Clark,  and  James  Yan  Schoonhoiren,  from 
th  '  I'iasteni ;  and  Lemuel  CJiipman,  John  Myers,  and 
Isaac  I  'aote,  from  llie  Western  District,  were  Feder- 
alists. The  rmilt  in  the  Western  District  was  wholly 
unexpected,  as  it  had  2:iven  a  Democratic  majority  m 
1800,  and  was  probably  occasioned  by  local  causes, 
not  particularly  connected  with  political  qnestioos. 

The  election  of  delegates  to  the  State  Convention, 
called  in  pnrsnancc  of  the  act  of  the  Iiegislature, 
came  oS  iu  August,  1801.  Seveiai  gQntiemen  who 
subsequently  took  an  active  part  in  the  politics  of 
the  State,  were  elected  members  of  tiie  Convention. 
John  V.  ilenry  was  chosen  from  Albany  county; 
Dewitt  Clinton,  from  Kings ;  Smith  Thompson,  from 
Dutchess ;  Aaron  Burr,  from  Orange  county ;  and 
William  P.  Van  Ness,  and  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  af- 
terwards Governor  of  the  State,  from  thecity  of  New- 
York.  A  large  majority  of  the  delegates  were  He- 
publicans.  The  Convention  met  at  Albany,  on  the 
13lh  day  of  October,  and  organized  by  the  unani- 

mons  election  of  CoL  Borri  as  President  The  bus!- 
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ness  of  the  Convention  was  restricted  by  the  act,  to  two 
subjects.*  The  reduction  and  limitation  oftheuumber 
of  membera  of  the  two  honses  of  the  Legislature,  was 
soon  disposed  of,  by  the  adoption  of  amendments,  priv 
viding  "  tliat  the  numberof  members  of  Assembly,  here- 
after to  be  elected,  shall  be  one  hundred,  and  shall  never 
exceed  one  huodfed  and  fifty  f  and  that  the  Senate 
should  consist  of  thirty-two  members,  to  be  ap f  or- 
tioned  by  the  Legislature  among  the  four  great 
INstricta  of  the  State*"  The  Legislature  were  also 
tnthorized,  on  the  return  of  every  census,  to  increase 
the  number  of  members  of  Assembly,  at  the  rate  of 
two  members  for  every  year,  until  the  whole  number 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  fifty.  The  remaining 
question,  as  to  the  construction  ol' the  provision  of  the 
Constitution  in  relation  to  the  right  of  nomination  to 
office,  gave  Tise  to  a  debate,  in  which  Mr.  Henry 
argued  in  favor  of  the  exclusive  right  of  the  Govern* 
or  to  make  nominations,  and  Dewitt  Clinton  took  the 
opposite  ground*  The  debate  was  ended,  as  might 
have  been  expected  from  the  singular  position  which 
uoth  parties  had  occupied  on  this  subject,  by  the  pas- 
sage of  an  amendment,  declaijn::;  "  that  by  the  true 
eonstruction  of  the  twenty-third  article  of  the  Con* 
stitution  of  this  State,  the  right  to  nominate  all  offi- 
cers, other  than  those  who  by  tiie  Constitution  are 
directed  to  be  otherwise  appointed,  is  vested  concur- 
rently in  the  person  administering  the  government 
of  this  State  for  the  time  Ix'inir,  and  in  eacii  of  the 
members  of  the  Council  of  Appointment."  But  four- 
teen members  voted  against  the  adoption  of  the  last 
amendment,  among  whom  was  Daniel  D.  Tompkins, 
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who  subsequently,  in  the  CoavcuUoa  of  1S21,  con- 
gratulated himself,  that,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty- 
six,  he  had  resisted  this  encroachment  on  the  rights 
of  the  Executive.  Dewitt  Clinton  also  lived  to  ve- 
gret,  from  his  own  experience,  that  he  had  sanctioned 
80  violent  a  construction  of  the  Constitution. 

The  old  Council  of  Appointment  continued  in  of* 
fice  after  the  expiration  of  Gov.  Jay's  term,  in  July, 
and  were  called  together  by  Gov.  Clinton^  on  the  8ch 
of  August,  and  on  several  subsequent  occasions.  The 
movements  of  this  Council  created  no  little  disturb- 
ance in  the  public  mmd,  and  exercised  a  controlling 
influence  over  the  politics  of  the  State  for  a  seriee  of 
years.  The  Republican  party  in  New-York  may  be 
said  to  have  had,  at  the  time  of  which  we  are  speak- 
ing, three  separate  leaders.  These  were,  the  Clin- 
tons, the  Livingtons,  and  Aaron  Burr.  The  friends 
of  Gov.  Clinton  were  by  far  the  most  numerous;  the 
Livingstons  possessed  more  influencei  on  account  of 
their  great  wealth ;  and  Col.  Burr  was  supported  by 
a  smdl  number  of  zealous  personal  adherents,  and 
devoted  admirers  of  his  unrivalled  talents,  as  a  politi- 
cal tactician  and  manager.  The  Clintons  were  rep- 
Tesented  in  the  Council,  by  the  nephew  of  the  Oor- 
emor ;  and  the  Livingstons,  by  their  relative,  Mi. 
Spencer.  Mr.  Roseboom^  the  other  Bepublican  mem- 
ber of  the  Council,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a 
very  slirewd  politician,  and  was  easily  persuaded  to 
follow  the  lead  of  Messrs.  Clinton  and  Spencer,  on  all 
important  questions.  These  two  gentlemen  were 
then  in  the  meridian  of  life ;  both  were  active,  tal- 
ented, and  auibitiuus.   Previous  to  the  meeting  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


IN  N«V*YOmK*  87 

4be  Council  in  Aagust,  tiie  conduct  of  Col.  jBu£r  dur- 
ing the  late  Presidential  election,  had  been  weirmif 
-criticised,  and,  it  would  seem,  that  he  had  already 
lost  the  contidence  of  a  large  majority  of  the  iiepubli- 
«can  party.  Dewitt  CUntoa  had  alflo  publicly  arowed 
the  opinion,  that  the  principal  EzeeutiTeofficea  in  the 
State,  ought  to  be  filled  by  the  friuiids  of  the  aciiiiin- 
istiation,  and  the  more  unimportant  offices  propor- 
tionateLy  distributed  between  the  two  parties.  The 
result  was,  that  all  the  important  a]/pojiitmcnts  were 
divided  among  the  Chntons  and  Livingstons,  and 
their  personal  friends  and  supporters*^ 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Council,  several  gentle- 
men were  apppointed  to  office,  whom  Gov.  Jay  had 
previously  refused  to  nominate.  Sylvanus  Miller, 
then  a  resident  of  the  county  of  Ulster,  and  through 
life  the  unwavering  iVicnd  of  DewiU  CluiU>n,  was 
appointed  Surrogate  of  New-York.  Edward  Liv- 
ingston, then  a  representative  in  Ck>ngress,  was*  cre- 
ated Mayor  of  the  city.)  Doct  Thomas  Tillotson,  a 
•connection  of  the  Livingston  family,  by  marriage, 
was  appointed  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  place  of 
Daniel  Hale,  removed.  Elisha  Jenkins,  a  merchant 
In  the  city  of  Hudsoji,  was  made  Com|Hroller,  in  the 
place  of  John  Y.  Henry,  also  removed*  Mr.  Henry 
lefosed,  ever  after,  to  accept  any  office,  and  devoted 
himself  wholly  to  his  profession.  Varions  other  re- 
movals from  minor  oilices.  were  made  at  this  meeting 
of  the  Council,  for  which  no  reason  was  given,  er- 
cept  that  the  political  opinions  of  the  incumbents 
differed  from  those  of  the  majority.  Gov.  Clinton  did 
not  concur  in  the  propriety  oi  these  removals,  and 
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the  journal.  In  other  cases  of  a  similar  kind,  he  re- 
fused  tu  sign  the  minutes  of  the  Council. 

A  meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  on  the  11th  of 
August,  at  which  Richard  Biker  was  appointed  Dis- 
trict Attorney,  in  the  place  of  Cadwcilladcr  T).  Golden ; 
Teunis  Wortman,  Clerk  oi'  the  city  of  New-York,  ir^ 
the  place  of  Robert  Benson ;  John  B«  Prevost,  Re- 
COTder,  in  the  place  of  Richard  Harrison  ;  and  John 
McKisson,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit,  in  the  place  of  Wil- 
liam Coleman,  who  afterwards  establidied  tlie  Eve« 
ning  Post,  under  the  patronage  of  Gen.  tlamilton, 
and  was  understood  to  promulgate  the  sentiments  of 
that  gentleman  through  its  columns. 

At  the  subsequent  meetings  of  the  Council,  a  great 
number  of  removals  and  cipponUiucnu  were  made,  hi 
addition  to  those  above  enumerated  Among  others, 
Ebenezer  Foote^  a  gentleman  of  very  respectable 
standing,  and  a  Federalist  of  considerable  influence, 
was  removed  from  the  office  of  Clerk  of  Delaware 
county,  and  Philip  Gebhard  appointed  his  successor. 
This  remoTal  was  anunadverted  upon  by  the  Federal 
press,  and  was  defended  by  a  writer  in  the  Albany 
Register,  over  tlie  siarnature  of  "Friend  of  Justice,'' 
who  charged  Mr.  Foote  with  official  miseonduct,  in 
causing  Mr.  Gcbhard's  name  to  be  stricken  from  the 
roll  of  Attorneys  of  the  Delaware  Conuiion  Pleas. 
This  article  led  to  a  correspondence  between  Mr. 
Foote  and  Mr.  Spencer;  the  lattej  of  whom  was 
charged  with  being  the  author  of  the  conniiUTncation. 
In  his  reply  to  Mr*  Foote,  Mr.  Spencer  denied  the  au- 
thorship of  the  article,  and,  in  speaking  of  Mr.  Foote's 
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tenraeh  as  in  mumng  you,  tba  VBrwat  hypuciHa 

and  the  most  malignant  vill.iin  iii  tlio  State,  was  de- 
prived of  the  power  of  perpetraUng  xmschie£  •  •  * 
lif  as  yoa  inmnaatey  yocur  intemCa  have  by  yonar  na* 
moval  been  materially  affected,  then,  sir,  like  many 
men  more  honest  than  yoursell,  earn  your  bread  by 
the  awaat  of  your  braw."  Mr.  Foote  replied  to  tbii 
imre,  and  seareely  merited  rebnkey  by  attempdof 
to  give  a  sketch  of  Mr.  Si)encer's  life,  and  charo^ed 
him,  amofig  other  things,  with  having  deserted  the 
Federal  party,  in  conaeqiieace  of  Got.  Ja3^8  vrfnaal  to 
nominate  him  to  the  office  of  (^'omptroller.  This 
charge  was  not  substantiated  by  any  proof,  althoug^h 
Mr.  Spencer  absolTed  the  whole  world  "  from  the  in- 
junctions  of  secrecy,  and  the  restraints  of  delicacy,  on 
the  subject,  *  and  was  doubtless  made  without  any 
foandation  whataoever,  except  mere  suimisa  * 

The  twenty-eighth  article  of  tfie  Conatitatioii  ef 
1777  required,  that  ••  new  commissions  should  be  is- 
sued to  Jndges  of  the  County  Courts,  other  than  the 
First  Jadge,  and  to  Justieea  of  the  Peace,  once  at  the 
least  in  tFucc  years."  Under  tliis  provision,  the  ma- 
jority of  the  existing  Council  of  Appointment  thought 
proper  to  issue  new  commissions  to  most  of  the  coun-^ 
ties  in  the  State,  in  which  the  Federal  lodges  and 
Justices  were  omitted,  and  the  names  of  Republicans 
inserted  in  their  stead.  In  this  way  was  the  machin- 
ery of  the  appointing  power  first  set  in  motion,  and  it 
continued  to  strengthen  itself,  until  every  nook  and 
corner  of  the  State  \\\is  made  to  feel  its  influence*  ; 
The  dispensation  of  the  Executive  patronage  soon  be- 
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ittam^  as  H  wm^  a  polilieal  solar  sj^rtam  <tf  itaatf ; 
emy  town  and  eonnty  poBsessing,  in  the  peraoiis  of 

a  few  leading  and  active  Republicans,  the  lesser  lu- 
minaries, which  borrowed  the  light,  and  reflected  the 
ntdtaiie8|  of  the  gieat  eantral  sun  at  Albany.  The 
sanctity  of  justice  was  luvaded,  in  the  prostitution  of  its 
ministrations  to  subs^ve  the  purposes  of  political  as- 
pimnts^  and  the  ermine  of  the  bench  poUuted  by  the 
•eomtamiaattona  which  wm  inaepaiaUe  from  the  par* 
tizan  contests  of  the  day. 

Daring;  this  year,  Chancellor  Livingston  became 
inoompetent  to  hold  his  office,  on  account  ct  his  age, 
and  was  succeeded  by  John  Lansing-,  Jr.,  ihen  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Mr.  Livingstim  was 
mbseqaenHy  appointed  Minister  to  France,  and  aoc- 
caedad  in  negotiatijiir  the  treaty  for  the  acquisition  of 
the  Territory  of  Louisiana.  The  vacancies  on  the 
bench  of  the  Supreme  Court,  occasioned  by  the  pro- 
motion of  Judge  Lan8ing,and  the  resignation  of  Judge 
Benson,  who  had  bee}i  made  a  Judge  of  the  United 
Stales  Supreme  Court,  were  J^Ued  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Morgan  Lewis,  a  connection  of  the  Liv- 
ingston family,  as  Chief  Justice;  and  of  Brock- 
hoist  Livingston,  as  au  Associate  Judge.  Smith 
Thompson,  vho  married  a  Livingston,  was  also 
pointed  an  Assoeiate  Judge  of  that  Conrt 

The  next  session  of  the  Legislature  commenced  on 
the  26th  day  of  January,  1802.  Thomas  Storm,  of 
New- York,  was  chosen  Speaks.  Benjamin  Hunting, 
James  W.  Wilkin,  Edward  Savage,  and  Lemuel 
Clupman,  were  elected  members  of  the  Council  of 
Appointment,  Gen.  Aimstc«mg  lasigned  his  seat  in 
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tte  United  States  Senate,  early  in  die  session,  and,  on 

the  4tli  of  February,  Dewitt  Clinton  was  appointtd 
his  successor.  At  the  &rst  meeting  of  tiie  new  Couu- 
eil,  Amlmise  Speneer  was  appointed  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, in  the  place  of  Mr.  Hoflinan,  who  had  resigned  the 
office.  William  Stewart,  of  Tioga  county,  a  brother- 
iii-law*oC  GoY.  Clinton,  was  restored  to  the  office  of 
District  Attorney  of  the  counties  of  Ontario,  Tioga, 
&c.,  from  which  he  had  been  removed  by  the  Federal 
Councii  dmring  Gov.  Jay's  adnnnistration,  and  which 
had  become  vacant  by  the  resignatim  of  Nathaniel 
W.  Howell.  At  the  session  of  the  Legislature  in 
1802,  but  Uttie  busiijess  of  imporiance  was  transact- 
ed|  except  the  apportionment  of  the  m»nbers  of  As- 
sembly among  llie  several  counties  of  the  State,  ao- 
cordins-  to  their  population.  A  resolntiou  was  also 
introduced,  by  Mr.  Clinton,  proposing  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  pro- 
vided  for  the  division  of  the  State  into  single  Electo- 
ral Districts,  and  required  the  electors  to  designate 
on  the  ballot,  which  candidate  was  their  choice  for 
President,  and  which  for  Tioe  President  This  xeso- 
lution  was  adopted. 

The  Bepublican  party  succeeded  in  electing  all  the 
Senators,  and  a  majority  of  the  membeis  of  Assembly, 
at  the  election  in  April,  1802.  No  Senators  were 
elected  in  the  Eastern  District  this  year.  John 
Sehenck  was  chosen  in  the  Southern  District ;  Solo** 
men  Sutherland  and  Abraham  Adriance,  in  the  Mid« 
die;  and  Jacob  Snell,  Mattiiias  B.  Talmadgc,  Asa 
Danforth,  Joseph  Annin,  and  George  TitiSmy,  in  the 
Western  District. 


Digitized  by  Google 


9ft 


Soon  afte?  the  spring  election,  Col.  Btirr  trat 
openly  denounced  by  the  majority  of  the  Democratic 
party.  '  The  American  Citizen,  their  organ,  in  the  csity 
of  New-York,  denounced  him  as  a  traitor  to  the 

cause,  and  charged  him  with  intrigning  to  defeat  Mr. 
JefifersoD,  and  to  secure  his  own  election  to  the  Presi- 
deney.  James  Cheetham,  an  Englishman  By  birdi, 
and  a  vigorous  political  writer,  was  the  senior  editor 
of  this  paper,  and  was  supposed  to  be  under  the  in- 
fluenee  of  Dewitt  Clinton.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Morning  Chronicle,  which  had  been  established  by 
Col.  Burr  and  his  friends,  and  was  edited  by  Dr^Irving, 
^  gentleman  of  very  creditable  literary  attainments, 
accused  the  Clintons  and  Livingstons  of  being  influ-^ 
enced  by  an  iniworthy  ambition,  and  of  corruptly 
parcelimg  out  the  offices  in  the  State,  among  their 
own  relatives  and  friends.  It  was  also  alledged,  that 
the  opposition  t<J  Col.  Burr  arose  from  a  desire  fo 
place  a  favorite  of  one  or  the  other  of  these  families 
in  the  position  he  occupied.  This  controversy  was 
carried  to  the  extreme,  on  both  sides,  and  seriously 
affected  the  social  and  pecuniary,  as  well  as  political 
relations,  of  those  who  were  more  }  loi  amently  con- 
nected with  it.  The  Manhattan  fiank  was  at  this 
time  controlled  by  the  opponents  of  Col.  Burr,  who 
succeeded  in  removing  him,  and  his  attached  personal 
and  political  friend,  CoL  John  Swartwout,  from  the 
board  of  Directors.  Judge  Brockholst  Livingston 
was  the  successful  candidate  over  Mr.  Swartwont. 
While  this  controversy  was  pending,  a  seiions  diffi- 
culty arose  between  Dewitt  Clinton  and  Mr.  Swart^ 
wout.    Tlie  former  had  applied  to  Mr.  S.  the  offens- 
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m  epiifaets  of    liar,"  "  scoundreli''  and    riUaiOi"  in 

reference  to  the  charge  brought  against  himself,  of 
opposing  CoL  Bmi  ixom  seifisii  and  unworthy  ino- 
titres,  whereupon  he  received  and  accepted  a  chai- 
lenfe  from  Mr.  Swartwout.  Five  shots  were  ex- 
changed at  the  niecliug,  and  Mr.  Swartwout  was 
twice  wpunded*  Mr.  Ciiuton  declared  that  he  had 
DO  personal  enmity  towards  his  opponent,  and  the  lat- 
ter was  fiiiaiiy  conipi'lled  to  (piit  ihc  licld,  ii[)oii  the 
earnest  remonstrance  o(  the  surgeons  in  attendaiice. 

The  celehrated  pamphlet,written  by  Mr.  Cheetham, 
euiitlcd  -A  view  of  the  Pohtical  Conduct  of  Aaron 
Burr/'  was  published  during  this  season,  and  was  soon 
followed  hy  another  pamphlet,  reviewing  the  course 
of  the  Ciintons  and  Livingstons,  signed  "  Aristides,** 
and  written  by  William  P.  Van  Ness.  These  pam- 
phlets reiterated  the  charges  against  Col.  Burr,  the 
Clintons,  and  Livingstons,  of  which  we  have  bef6te 
spoken,  and  were  written  iu  an  extremely  vitupera- 
tive tone.  Many  new  facts  were  adduced  by  Mr. 
Gheethano,  which  bore  strongly  against  Col.  Burr,  and 
left  little  doubt  in  the  minds  of  a  great  nmjonty  of 
his  countrymen,  that  his  integrity  as  a  poUucian  was 
deservedly  suspected.  The  malignant  feelings  of  the 
writer  were  so  palpable  in  the  production  of  Mr  Van 
Ness,  that  it  failed  of  producing  that  counteracting  in- 
fluence for  which  it  was  probably  designed.  Sliil,  it 
must  be  admitted,  that. the  charge  brought  against  the 
Cliiiions  and  Livingstons,  of  dividiiijr  the  offices 
among  themselves,  was  snstauied  by  the  facts.  Most 
of  the  more  v^aluable  offices  were  held  by  the  mem- 
bers, 01  cuiinections,  of  these  two  families ;  and,  it  may 
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be  added,  as  a  paiUatiag  circumstance,  at  least,  that 
they  weie»  in  gBneral,  exceedingly  well  filled.  Tbe  v 
Ptcpublican  press  out  of  ihe  city  of  New- York,  for  a 
long  time  declioed  to  interfere  in  this  controversy  ^ 
but  tbe  TioleDt  manner  in  which  Dewttt  Otinton  and 
Ambrose  Spencer,  the  acknowledged  leader^  of  the 
party,  had  been  denounced  by  Col.  Burr,  Mr.  V  an 
NesSi  and  others,  induced  Mr.  Barber,  the  editor  of  tbe 
Albany  Register,  on  the  16th  of  November,  to  declare 
that  I\lr.  Burr  had  forfeited  tlie  conhdence  of  the  Re- 
pubUcans  of  the  State.  The  Democratic  journals  in 
the  interior,  with  avery  few  exceptions,  fiilly  concurred 
with  the  Register  in  this  declaration. 

The  State  Legislature  assembled  at  Albany,  on  the 
84th  day  of  January,  1803,  A  very  large  majority  of 
the  Republican  members  were  opposed  to  Col.  Burr.j 
Mr.  Storm  was  re-elected  Speaker.  Sol  onion  South- 
wick,  Uiea  a  young  man,  of  fine  talents  and  pleasing 
address,  and  the  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  fttrber,  the  pro- 
prietor and  editor  of  the  Albany  Register,  was  elected 
Clerk  of  the  House,  by  a  vote  of  forty-two,  to  thirty- 
one  for  Mr.  .  Tan  Ingen,  the  old  Federal  incumbent ; 
some  ten  or  eleven  Bepublican  members  voting,  with 
the  Federalists,  tor  the  latter  gentleman.  As  the  term 
of  service  of  Goverueur  Morris  was  to  expire  ou  the 
3id  of  Maieh,  an  active  and  spirited  canvass  was 
iiad,  for  his  successor.  Theodorus  Bailey,  of  Dutch- 
ess county,  and  John  Woodwortb,  of  Rensselaer, 
were  the  Repubiiean  candidates.  At  the  ftepiibli* 
can  caucus,  held  on  the  evening  preceding  tiie 
election,  which  took  place  on  the  1st  of  February, 
Mr.  Bailey  had  thirty  votes,  and  Mr.  Woodwortb  forty- 
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fi?e»  Matthias  B.  tiiadge,  a  Senator  from  the  West* 
eiii  Distnct^  and  the  brotfaAr-iii-law  of  Oen*  Bailefi 
with  James  Burl,  a  member  of  the  Houie,  from  Oi^ 

ange  county,  and  a  luuiiber  of  otlier  Republican  Sea- 
atois  and  represeotatives,  entered  iotoacoalitioa  with 
the  Federalists,  to  elect  Mr.  Bailey,  who  was  in  Con- 
gress during  the  Presidential  contest  of  ISOl,  and  was 
said  to  be  friendly  to  Burr,  although  lie  was  afterwards 
appointed  Postmaster  at  New-Ycurk,  by  Mr*  JefBmm. 
The  vote  on  Senator, -tn  die  Honsecrif  Assembly^  stood , 
for  Wood  worth  fifty-three,  Morris  eighteen,  and  Bai- 
ley nineteen.  Previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Senate 
a  caocus  of  the  Federal  membem  was  held,  through 

the  iiistruincM^ality  of  Abialiam  VanVechten,  at  which 
it  was  decided  to  support  Mr.  Bailey,  in  opposition  to 
Mr.  Woodworth.  When  the  nomination  of  a  Senatcnr 
was  brongfat  up  in  the  Senate,  the  Federalists  voted 
for  Mr.  Morris ;  consequently,  there  was  no  choice. 
A  leeolution  was  th^  ofieredy  tiuU  Mr.  Bailey  be  nomi* 
Baled  on  the  part  of  that  body,  which  was  adopted  by 
the  votes  of  Messrs.  Adriance,  Bruyn,  (lOidoo,  Hat- 
held,  Hathorn,  Huntiingi  L  Hommedieu,  Sufiacn,  and 
Talmadge,  Republicans,  and  Messn.Chipman,  Foote, 
Hitchcock,  Kent,  Lawyer,  Van  Schoonhoven,  and 
Van  Vechten,  Federalists.  Upon  comparing  nomiaa- 
tion^  it  WIS  found  that  the  two  hoosee  dtsagraed ; 
wfamopon  a  joint  ballot  was  had,  the  lesnlt  of  irtiich 
was,  thcit  Mr.  Wood  worth  had  fifty-seven  votes,  and 
Mr.  Bailey  Mty^nine;  the  Federalists  uniting  with 
Mr.  Tatmadge,  Mr.  Bnrt,  and  their  fnends,  in  tbs  sup- 
port of  the  anti -caucus  candidate. 

During  this  session,  a  de^ciency  in  the  accounts  oS 
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the  TreosureTi  Kobert  Mq  Cieilau,  who  was  appointed 
vhiia  Mn  Jajt  was  Oovenior,  to  the  aimmut  of  ihirif- 
three  thonsind  doUais,  van  diacoTerad,  and  Abraham 

G.  iiansing,  a  brother  of  the  Chaucellor,  was  appoint- 
ed to  tiia  office,  in  bia  atead.   A  more  rigid  ajratam  of 
taatiog:  the  oorractQesa  of  the  acooants  of  the  finaoeial 
officers  of  the  Sudc  was  m  liie  same  time  adopted. 
The  New- York  iiute  Book,  at  Albany,  was  incorpo- 
rated this  yaar,  by  an  act  which  paaaed  the  Legia^a- 
ture  on  the  19tli  day  of  March.    There  were,  at  this 
time,  but  three  banks  north  and  west  of  the  city  of 
New* York :  the  Bank  of  Albany,  chartered  in  1791^ 
with  a  capital  of  two  hundred  and  forty  ibonaand 
dollars  ;  the  Bank  ul  Coluiiibia,  at  Hudson,  chartered 
in  1793,  with  a  capital  of  ons  hundred  and  sixty 
thonaand  dolhuia;  and  the  Farmers'  Bank,  between 
Lansingburgli  and  Troy.     The  Bank  of  New- York, 
,    wliidi  recoived  a  chartei'  irom  the  State  in  1791^  po»- 
\  aeaaed  a  capital  of  one  million  of  dollars,  and  waa 
■  principally  controlled  by  Fed^raliata.    The  stock  of 
(  the  Manhattan  Company,  of  which  mention  has  al- 
I  ready  been  made,  waa  principally  owned  by  membera 
'  of  the  Bapnblican  party.    The  applicants  for  the 
Ciicii  tcr  of  the  Ncw-Yoiii  SiatQ  Bank,  a  lar^e  niajoiuy 
of  w  hom  c1  iiiiud  to  be  Eepublicans,  represented  that 
the  Bank  of  Albany  was  nnder  the  entire  control  o 
the  FederalMits,  and  that  ita  infhience  was  exerted  to 
oppress  business  men  connected  witii  the  Kepublicau 
pany«    The  patitionara  also  desired  a  lease  of  tiM 
salt  springs  in  the  Stale,  for  a  period  of  years ;  stipu- 
lating thai  salt  i>houId  al\va)-s  lie  in  readiness  for  sale, 

at  the  vorki  iu  Salinoy  at  a  prtca  not  exceeding  five 
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bhilluigs  per  bushel,  and  to  pay  the  State  the  sum  of 
duee  thousand  dollars  a  year  rent,  for  the  first  ten 
yeais;  three  tfioiMand  five  hondzed  doliais  for  tha 
:«eo(mdteny6afs;  and  foortiioasanddollais  annually 
tliereafter.  Among  tlie  petitioners  were,  John  ^Fayler, 
Eiisha  Jenkins,  Thcmias  TiUotson,  and  Ambrose  8peor 
cer.  FJkanah  Watson  -was  the  most  efficient  agent 
of  the  company  in  procuring  the  charter  of  this 
avovv^ed  political  machine,  and  in  drilling  the  mem- 
ten  into  its  mpotnt.  The  danse  in  lelation  to  the 
salt  works  was  s^k^  out  of  the  biD,  befoie  its  final 
passage ;  the  Western  meml»ers  having  protested 
against  confenring  this  important  UKmopoly  im  the 
•company.  In  order  to  insure  the  pai^ge  of  the  bill, 
a  pledge  was  given  to  some  of  the  meni])('i.s,  tliat 
those  who  voted  for  it  should  have  stock  in  the  bank. 
This  was  the  origin  of  a  corrupt  practiee^  which  af- 
terwards exercised  a  powerful  influence  on  the  legisla- 
tioR of  tiiis  State.  The  bi  1 1  s  t  o  charter  the  Merchants' 
Bank  of  Mew- York,  and  the  Mezoantile  Company  of 
Albany,  fidl^  of  beeoming  laws  at  this  sesmn,  in 
consequence,  as  was  :3aid,  of  tlie  desertion  of  the 
£asnds  oi  the  JXew- York  State  Bank,  after  they  had 
ettried  their  own  &vorite  measure. 

The  Council  of  Appointment  chosen  at  the  session 
<if  1803,  consisted  ui  Ebenezer  Purdy,  John  C.  Hoge- 
jNxnD,  Jaeobns  Tan  Schoonhoveo;  and  Jacob  SnelL 

The  Democratic  party  weie  snooassftd  at  HbB  April 
electi<ms,  in  New- York,  and  in  most  of  the  other 
States  in  the  Union.  This  result  was  mainly  pzo- 
dneed  by  the  gsaal  penonal  popidaiityof  Mr.  JcAr- 
at  the  ^oulii,  tlie  repeal  of  liie  seditioxi  law,  and 
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the  general  prosperity  of  the  country^i  John  BroOTie 
waseiected  Senator  in  the  Southem  Distitkt ;  Roberl 
Johnson,  Joshua  H.  Bvett,  atid  James  Burt,  in  the 
Middle;  John  Tayler,  John  Wood  worth,  Edward 
Savage,  Siinon  Veeder,  and  Thorn  is  Tieadweil^ui 
theEaatem;  and  Caleb  Hyde  in  the  Western  District. 
All  the  SenatoTsetectwere Republicans.  The  House  of 
Assembly  was  composed  of  eighty-three  Repubiicaus, 
and  sevmteeu  Fedeialists. 

Edward  Livingston  resigned  the  office  of  Mayor  of 
New-York,  in  the  summer  of  1803,  on  account  of  its 
being  iucompatible  with  the  office  of  United  Stales 
Attorney  for  the  district,  to  which  he  had  been  ap- 
pointed, by  Mr.  Jefferson.  The  emoluments  of  the 
Mayoralty  were  at  that  time  very  considerable,  and 
the  office  was  eagerly  sought  after  by  men  of  the 
highest  standing.  Morgan  Lewis,  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  Dewitt  Clinton,  were  both 
candidates  tor  the  office.  The  latter  finally  received 
the  appointmenty-and  resigned  his  seat  in  the  Senate 
of  the  Uiiiled  States.  Mr.  Ciiiiloa  had  dischars^ed 
the  duties  of  Senator,  in  a  manner  highly  creditable 
to  his  constituents,  and  his  talents  and  character  were 
held  in  high  esteem.  His  prospects,  in  a  political 
point  of  view,  were  never  fairer,  than  at  the  very 
period  when  he  determined  upon  leaving  the  Senate* 
His  pecuniary  ciifcmnstances  were  not  such  ae  to 

require  his  acceptance  of  the  ollice  of  Mayor ;  on 
the  contrary,  it  proved  in  the  end  to  be  extremely' 
disaeslnros  to  him  in  this  mspeet  The  only  zeasoa 
whidi  can  be  ctffercd,  for  hts  vohmtary  return  to  a 
participation  in  the  bsoils  and  contests  of  the  di&sar* 
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eat  fMtiaos  in  tbe  Slale^  is^  tbrnX  he  bad  beenao  long 

identified  with  the  moTements  of  the  Democratic 
party^  he  feared  to  entrust  the  operation  of  its  ina- 
chanery  to  other  haodsy  lest  it  might  be  exerted  to 
his  injury.  After  his  return  to  New- York,  his  well 
known  liberality,  and  generosity  of  character,  wero 
tabau  advantage  of  by  his  friends,  wiiofie  pa|)er  he 
endoised  so  freely  that  he  afterwards  became  embar- 
rassed with  debts,  which  troubled  him  constantly  to 
tbe  end  of  his  life. ,  Gen.  Bailey  also  resigned  his  seat 
in  the  SeoatOi  in  consequence  of  his  being  appointed 
Postmaster  at  New-Tork. 

The  session  of  the  Legislature  commenced  on  the 
SLbI'  day  of  Jaauaryi  1604  Alexander  Siteidoni  of 
Montgomery  county,  was  chosen  Speaker,  and  Mr. 
Southw  jclc  was  ageiin  elected  Clerk.    Tlic  Governor 
*  annouoced,  in  his  speech,  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment to  the  United  States  Constitution,  requiring  the 
Electors  to  desi^ate  their  candidates  for  President, 
and  Vice-President ;  and  called  the  atteutioii  of  the 
Legislature  to  the  fact|  that  the  State  was  uniepre* 
seated  in  the  United  States  Senate.   On  tbe  2d  of 
February,  the  vacancies  m  the  Senate  were  tilled  by 
the  Section  of  John  Arnistrong  and  John  Smith* 
.   On  tbe  3rd  day  of  Pebruaryi  Ambrose  Spencer  was 
appointed  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  place 
of  Jacob  RadcM,  who  had  resigned  the  office,  and 
Jobn  Woodworlb  was  appointed  Attorney  GeneraL 
At  the  same  meeting  of  the  Council,  William  W.  Van 
Ness,  a  talent<^d  young  lawyer,  and  active  Federalist, 
was  xemoved  ixopi  tbe  office  of  Suixcgate  of  Oolumbia 
eonntf. 
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On  the  16th  of  February,  John  Broome,  Abraham 
Adriance,  Thomas  Treadwell,  and  Caleb  Hyde,  veie- 
elected  members  of  the  Council  of  Appointment.  At 
*thiB  session  of  the  legislature,  the  restrainins^  law, 
prohibiting  unincorporated  companies  iiomexerciaing 
^the  power  of  banking,  was  passed-   An  attempt  was 
also  made  to  pass  a  bill,  introduced  by  Mr.  Emmolt, 
^  Federal  member  from  the  county  of  Dutchess, 
declaratory  of  the  common  law  in  relation  to  giving 
the  truth  in  evidence  m  prosecutions  for  libel,  and 
constituting  the  jury,  in  this  and  otlier  criminal  cases,  • 
judges  of  the  law  and  the  fiswjt.   This  bill  was  intro- 
duced, in  consequence  of  the  conviction  of  Harry 
Oroswell,  the  publisher  of  a  Federal  paper  at  Hudson, 
called  the  Balance,  at  the  February  term  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  for  a  libel  upon  Mr.  Jefferson.  Mr. 
Croswell  was  ably  defended  by  Wm.  W.  Van  Ness, 
Eichaid  Harrison,  and  Alexander  Hamilton.  Mr. 
Hamilton  made  one  of  his  most  brilliant  speeches  on 
this  occasion,  which  was  feted  to  be  his  last  at  the 
seat  of  governmeiU  of  the  State.    Mr.  Emmott's  bill 
failed  of  becoming  a  law,  in  consequence  of  various 
diiicrences  of  opmion  in  relation  to  its  details. 

Preparations  were  made  early  in  the  winter  for  the 
Oabematorial  election  in  April.  The  great  majority 
of  the  Dwnocratie  party  in  the  Union,  having  entirely 
abandoned  Col.  Burr,  George  Clinton  was  selected  as 
the  Republican  candidate  for  Vice  President,  with  great 
tmanimity.  This  nomination  rendered  it  necessary  to 
fix  upon  a  new  candidate  for  the  office  of  Governor^ 

At  a  caucus  of  the  Republican  members  of  the  Leg- 

jf^MHt^  of  which  Ebeuezer  Furdy  was  Chairman, 
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and  Samiid  Southwick,  Secretary,  Jobn  hmmng  was 

noiiiiiiated  as  their  cauiiidate  for  Ciovenior.  and  John 
Broome  for  Lieut.  Governor.  A  meeting  of  the  lead- 
ing FederaliistSy  ia  Albany,  was  held  on  the  16th  oC 
February,  at  which  Gen.  Hamilton  was  present,  and 
advised  his  friends  to  vote  for  Cliaucellor  Lansing, 
<^in  caa6  they  had  no  candidate  of  their  own^  for  the 
reason  that  no  reliance  ought  to  be  placed  on  Mr. 
Burr,'' whose  friends  were  determined  on  brinijing  him 
forward,  in  opposition  to  the  regular  Repubhcan  can- 
didate. The  ailments  of  Gen.  BUmilton  failed  to 
convince  his  hearers,  and  it  was  even  asserted  by 
some  of  them,  that  he  was  actuated  by  "personal 
resentment  towards  Col.  Burr.'' 

On  the  18th  of  February,  Chancellor  Lansing 
declined  the  nomiuaUou  of  the  Republican  caucus, 
although  he  had  first  signified  his  acceptance.  On 
the  same  day,  the  friends  of  Col.  Burr,  in  the  Legis- 
lature, held  a  meeting,  and  nominated  ihuir  favorite 
as  a  candidate  for  Governor.  On  the  20th  of  the 
same  month,  this  nomination  'was  approved  at  a 
meeting  held  in  New-Tork,.  in  the  proceedings  of 
winch,  Marinus  Willet,  Ezekiei  Kobins,  Jonathan 
Fisk,  George  Gardner,  David  M.- Wescott,  and  Peter 
Townsend,  participated.  A  public  meeting  was  soon  • 
atier  held  in  Albany,  at  v>  hicli  Burr  was  re-nomiuaLcd 
for  Governor,  and  Oliver  Phelps  was  brought  for- 
ward as  the  candidate  for  Lieut.  Governor.  The 
friends  of  Got.  Burr  were  not  numerous,  hut  many  of  , 
them  were  talented  and  influential,  and  zealous  and 
indefatigable  in  their  efforts.  In  addition  to  those 
whose  names  have  been  mentioned,  James  Burt  and 
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Joseph  Anniii,  of  the  Senate,  William  Tabor,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House,  from  Dutchess  county,  John  Van 
Ness  Yates,  of  Albany,  Erastus  Eoot,  of  Delaware, 

and  Peter  B.  Porter,  then  Clerk  of  Ontario  county, 
all  active  Republicans,  were  warmly  enlisted  in  his 

The  declension  of  Chancellor  Lansing,  and  the 

avowed  detenuination  of  the  Federalists,  with  a 
rery  few  exceptions^  to  support  CoL  Burr,  had  the 
tendency  to  dishearten  the  Republican  party,  in  the 
first  instance.  Dew  ill  Clinton  was  regarded  as  too 
young  a  man  lor  the  office  of  Governor,  and  the 
xecent  Federalism  of  Judge  Spencer  constituted  a 
serious  objection  to  his  nomination.  Morgan  Lewis, 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Supieme  Court,  was  finally 
selectedi  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Lansing,  and  an  address 
in  his  favor  was  drawn  up,  and  signed,  by  one  han- 
dred  and  four,  of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-two 
members  ot  the  Legislature^^ 
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CHAPTER  V. 


1S04— Defeat  of  Col.  Burr,  and  Election  of  Morgan  Lewis — Pro«- 
peetB  €f  Bttrr,  and  his  antipathy  to  Hamilton — Gen.  Hamilton^ 
oonne  at  the  April  election — Correspondence  and  Duel  with 
Burr — Jndi^e  Kent  appointed  Chief  Justice,  and  Daniel  1).  Tomp- 
kiiLS  a  Judge,  of  the  Supreme  Court — Re-election  of  Jefferson — 
George  Clinton  chosen  Vice  President — Legislative  session  of 
Corrupt  means  used  to  procure  the  Charter  of  the  Mer- 
chants* Bank — Improvement  of  the  Common  Schools  of  the  State 
— William  W.  Van  Ness — Obadiah  German — Dissatisfaction  of  the 
Clintons,  and  Jud^e  Spencer,  with  the  Administration  of  Gov. 
Lewis — April  Election — Joseph  C.  Yates — Controversy  between 
the  CUntoniaDS  and  the  Lewisites— Course  of  the  Hepoblican 
jooriMds  in  the  State — ^Jesse  Boel — Conduct  of  Dewitt  Clinton^ 
Attempt  to  unite  with  the  Burrites — Legislature  of  1800— A 
Clintonian  Council  elected — Removal  (if  the  Lewisites  from  office 
— Archibald  Mclntyre — Activity  of  Gov.  Lewis*  friends  during 
the  summer  and  fall  of  lSOt>-r-Meeting  of  the  Legislature  in  - 
1891— The  Lewisites  and  Federalists  elect  a  new  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment— Restoration  of  the  Lewisites  to  office — The  Federal* 
ists  and  Burrites  ;  Iso  taken  into  favor — William  W.  Van  Ness 
appointed  a  Jud.re  of  tlie  Supreme  Court — Caucus  held  by  the 
majority  of  the  Republicans,  to  nominate  candidates  ior  Governor 
and  Lieat.  OoYemor— Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  and  John  Broome, 
put  in  nominalMD— Lswisits  Caneus— Re-BoninBtie&  'of  Qor. 
L8wi»-ia07. 

The  whole  iiuriibcr  of  votes  cast  for  Governor,  at 
the  election  in  April,  1804,  was  My-two  thousand 
luiie  htindied  and  sixty-eight ;  of  which,  Moigan 
Lewis  received  thirty  thonsaiid  eight  hundred  and 
twjenty-nine,  and  Aaroa  Burr  twenty-two  thousand 
cue  hundrod  and  thirty*nine.  The  deiSection  q£  Col. 
Bur's  Repnblican  firicmds  was  fully  cocinterbelanced, 
by  the  votes  of  those  Federalists  who  concurred  wdth 
Geo.  Hamiltoa  iu  opixmOj  and  othersi  who  had  de- 
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ternuued  ou  leaviog  a  party  wliich  now  appeajsed  to 
'  jbemahopelefismuiority.  The  Bepublwws  seemed 
a  large  majority  of  the  Assembly,  and  elected  all  their 
Senators  viz :  Ebeiiezer  Purdy,  and  Thomas  Thomas^ 
fioui  the  Southern  District;  Samuel  Bxewster^  and  Sle* 
pheuHogeboom,  from  the  Middle ;  Stephen  Thomas^ 
from  the  Eastern ;  and  Jedediah  Peck,  and  Henry 
Huntington,  ixom  the  Western  District.  Daniel  D« 
Tompkiiis  was  chosen  a  member  of  Congress  firom 
the  city  of  New- York,  at  this  election  ;  and  William 
W.  Van  Ness,  a  young  man  of  promising  ahdiUes,. 
was  elected  to  the  Assembly,  from  Columbia  county. 

The  political  fortunes  of  Col.  Burr  were  completely 
prostrated  by  this  defeat.  Whatever  hopes  of  ad- 
yancement  he  might  picTiously  have  entertaioedt 
they  must  have  been  entirely  dissipated  by  this  un-* 
lavoAcibie  verdict  of  the  citizens  of  his  own  State. 
Disappointed  in  all  his  ambitious  aspirations,  and 
thwarted,  at  every  turn,  by  Gen.,  Hamilton,  whose 
friends,  Messrs.  Bayard,  of  Delaware,  and  Morris,  of 
Vermont,  had  elected  Mr.  Jefferson  President,  and 
whose  eloqumt  denunciatiqiis  of  his  pohtical  oouise 
had  defeated  him  in  the  recent  Gubematoridi  contest, 
he  seems  at  once  to  havetnmed  all  his  energies  towards 
accomplishing  the  ruin  of  his  great  rival ;  and  a  spirit 
of  revenge  was  esccited,  and  nursed  in  his  bosom^ 
which  was  never  allayed  until  this  obstacle  had  been 
removed  from  his  path. 

The  alledged  ground  of  ofienscy  which  led  to  the 
duel  between  Hamilton  and  Burr,  was  arNnark  in  an 
I  electioneering  letter,  wri uen  by  Docf.  Charles  D. 
Cooper,  of  Albany;  in  whicb  the  writer  stated|  that 
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(96ii.HttiiUtimdi&ed  Bt  JodgeTayler's,  whfleiiiatleii^ 

anccat  tlic  trrui  of  the  Supreme  Court; i"\jljriiary, 
1 80 1,  aod  OQ  that  occasioii  declared  himself  opposed  to 
CM.  Burr,  and  expressed  a  piefeieiioe  for  Chaaoellor 
Lansing.  Mr.  Cooper  also  said,  that  "heeonld  detail 
a  still  more  despicable  opii  i  K  ui"  of  Burr,  which  Ham- 
ihoQ  had  avowed.  The  letter  in  questioni  eoming  as 
it  did  ftom  an  inmate  of  Judge  Taylei's  ftmily,  and 
the  liiisband  of  his  adoj^trtl  d.uightcr,  l)ore  such  an 
appearance  of  aulheaticityi  that  an  the  IStli  day  oi 
July,  and  immediately  after  it  came  to  his  knowledgei 
Burr  addressed  a  note  to  Hamilton,  demanding  "a 
prompt  and  unqualiHed  acknowledgment,  or  denial^ 
of  having  said  anything  which  warranted  auch  an 
expression''  as  that  above  stated.  Gen.  Hamilton,  in 
his  reply,  dated  on  the  2()th  of  July,  affirmed  that  the 
charge  of  Col.  Burr  was  too  va^ue  and  indeiinite^^ 
to  lequiie  '^an  express  admission  or  denial;"  and 
added,  that  he  was  ready  to  avow,  or  deny,  any  de- 
clarations imputed  to  him^  which  siiould  be  specifically 
pointed  out.  This  note^  unfortunately  for  itsantbor^ 
although  we  could  hardly  expect  anything  diffi^rent 
from  an  iiidependeut  and  high  minded  rnan,  conclud- 
ed as  follows :  X  trust,  on  further  refieetioni  you* 
will  see  the  matter  in  the  same  light  with  me.  If 

Bot,  I  can  only  regret  the  cucuiiistancc,  and  must 
abide  the  amaequences  thus  plainly  luvitrng  the 
hostile  meeting  which  ensued.  This  rejdy  was  fol* 
lowed  by  a  still  more  oflSmsive  note  from  Burr,  which 
^as  answered  by  Gen.  Hamilton,  who,  at  the  same 
time,  put  a  paper  into  the  hands  of  his  friend^  Mr.. 
f^iMiletODi  to  be  communicated  to  Col.  Burr^  in  wbidi 
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he  deoUured  hit  trndaasn  to  give  a  definite  reply  to 
any  note  couched  in  proper  language,  and  hie  ability 

to  siiow,  that  the  conversation  alluded  to  by  Doct. 
Goaper  was  solely  of  a  politioai  character,  and  uncoa- 
nectod  -nith  any  imputations  upcm  llr»  Bun's  ecmdiict 
as  a  private  ciuzeu.  This  last  letter  of  llainilton 
was  followed  by  a  note  ixom  Burr,  treating  the  reply 
of  the  former  as  a  "mere  evasioiii"  and  damnding 
sati^GM*tkm.  The  challenge  was  accepted,  and  was 
soon  followed  by  a  meeting  at  HobokcHj  which  ter- 
^  minated  £ataUy  to  Oen.  Hamilton*  .  The  death  of 

'  this  great  man,  whose  &me  and  public  services  were 
acknowledged  by  men  of  all  parties,  who  united  in 
paying  the  last  tribute  of  respect  to  his  jo^^emoryi  in* 
flamed  the  puUic  mind  to  such  a  d^rree,  that  Buir 
was  coinjjelled  to  fly  from  the  scoiii  and  reproaches 
that  followed  him,  and  was  exiled  from  New- York 

^  and  New-Jersey,  as  a  muzderer.j 

Gov.  Lewis  called  the  Cotmcil  of  Appointment 
together,  immediately  after  his  inauguration.  Judge 
Kent  was  appointed  Chief  Justice,  to  fill  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  the  Governor,  and 
Daniel  D.  Touipkins,  then  only  thirty  years  of 
agCi  was  selected  as  an  Associate  Judge.  At  the  same 
meeting,  Peter  &  Porter  was  removed  from  ttie  office 
of  Clerk  of  Ontario  county,  on  account,  as  it  was  sup- 
posed, of  his  friendship  for  Col.  Burr.  On  the  10th 
of  November,  another  session  of  the  Council  was  held| 
at  which,  Haturin  Livingston,  a  btother«in4aw  of 
Gov.  Lewis,  was  appointed  Eecorder  of  the  city  of 
New- York. 

The  Legislature  met  in  November,  for  the  purpose  • 


Digitized  by  Google 


of  choosin?  Pmtdential  Electors.  Mr.  Shfildm  Wis 

re-elected  Speaker.  After  the  choice  of  Electors, 
Doct.  Samuel  L.  MitcbeU,  a  learned  but  eccentric 
man,  was  dected  to  the  United  States  Senate,  in  the 
place  of  Gen.  AiiiisLron<i^,  whom  Mr.  JulFerson  had 
appointed  Minister  to  France.  The  result  of  the 
l^tesidential  election  was  on  almost  unanimous  ex- 
pression of  confidence  in  the  national  administration ; 
Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Clinton  receiving  all  the  elect- 
oral votes,  with  the  exception  of  fourteen,  which  were 
given  for  Charles  C.  Pinckney  and  Rafiis  Kinf . 

The  rcs^ular  animal  session  of  the  Lesfislatiire 
commenced  on  the  22d  day  of  January,  1805.  John 
Schencky  Joshua  H.  Brett,  Jedediah  Peck,  and  Stephen' 
Thorn,  were  elected  members  of  the  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment. 

The  Joint  Stock  Company,  composing  the  Mer* 
chant's  Bank,  renewed  their  application  for  a  charter 

at  this  session.  This  Company,  which  consisted 
mainly  of  merchants,  had  been  in  operation  for  a 
mnnber  of  years,  audi  had  done  a  safe  and  prosperous 
business.  Dev.  itt  Clinton,  and  Ins  friends  who  were 
interested  m  the  Manhattan  Company,  John  Tayier, 
Ambrose  Spencer,  and  other  leading  Republicans 
connected  with  the  State  Bank  at  Albany,  opposed 
the  application,  for  two  reasons,  viz :  that  the  addi- 
tional bank  capital  contemplated  in  the  charter,  vfA 
not  required  in  the  city  of  New-York,  and  that,  as  it 
Avould  be  under  the  control  of  Federalists,  the  Repub- 
lican party  would  be  injured  thereby.  This  unjust  re- 
sistance to  the  passage  of  die  bill,  was  followed  by  still 
more  indefensible  acts  on  the  part  of  the  applicants. ' 
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Upon  an  investigation  subsequently  made,  in  relatioii 

to  the  means  employed  to  obtain  the  charter,  it  ap- 
peared, thaj  John  Ballard,  Gurdon  Huntington,  and 
Peter  Betts^  members  of  the  Legislature^  had  beea 
tdd,  that  if  they  would  vote  for  the  bill,  they  should 
have  the  right  to  subscribe  for  a  certain  number  of 
'  shoresi  which  would  be  guarantied  to  be  worth  twenty- 
five  per  cent  advance.  It  was  also  proven,  that  Ebe- 
nezer  Purdy,  a  member  of  the  Senate,  had  made  the 
offer  to  Stephen  Thorn,  also  a  Senator,  to  subscribe 
for  thirty  shares,  and  agreed  to  advance  him  five 
pounds  for  each  share,  and  a  similar  offer  to  Obadiah 
German,  to  take  fifty  shares,  with  a  guaranty  that  he 
should  realize  one  thousand  dollars  profit.  These 
&cts  were  shown,  by  the  depositions  of  the  gentlemen 
to  whom  the  offers  had  been  made,  and  led  to  serious  * 
dispute  and  altercation.  Notwithstanding  the  con- 
clusive character  of  the  testimony,  showing  the 
corrupt  means  employed  by  the  agents  of  the  bank, 
the  bill  was  finally  passed;  all  the  Federal  Senators^ 
and  Messrs.  Purdy,  Savage,  Hogeboom,  Burt,  and 
other  Republicans,  voted  in  its  favor.  Gov.  Lewis^ 
and  his  brother-in-law,  Maturiu  Livingston,  supported 
ithe  application*  The  manner  in  which  this  bill  was 
jforced  through  the  forms  of  legislation,  excited  the 
^public  mind  to  such  a  degree,  that  no  other  bank 
charters  were  granted  for  a  series  of  years. 

On  the  24  day  of  April,  an  act  was  passed,  in. 
pursuance  of  the  recommendation  of  Gov.  Lewis, 
appropriating  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  first  five  hun- 
dred thousand  acres  of  the  public  lands  belonging  to 
the  State,  which  should  be  sold,  as  a  permanent  fund 
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far  the  support  ol  common  schools.  Bat  little  other 
busmess  of  importance  was  transacted  during  the 

session.  The  Federal  party  in  the  Assembly,  were 
headed  by  William  W.  Van  Ness,  whose  eloquence 
and  fascinating  address  rendered  him  highly  popular 
with  his  party  friends.  The  leading  man  in  the 
Democratic  ranks,  was  Obadiah  German,  of  Chenan- 
go county,  an  uneducated,  but  strong-minded  and 
clear-headed  politician. 

The  friends  of  Messrs.  Clinton  and  Spencer  Ix  ^j^un 
to  manifest  tlieii  dissatisfaction  witli  tlie  administra- 
tkmofOoT.Lewis,  before  the  close  of  the  session;  but 
nelhing  definite  transpired,  previoos  to  the  adjoum- 
ment.  In  the  city  of  New- York,  the  charter  of  the 
Merchants'  Bank  was  made  tiie  principal  theme  of 
discussion,  prior  to  the^  April  election.  Dewitt  Clin* 
ton,  and  Ezra  L  Hominedieu,  were  lln^  Republican 
candidates  for  State  Senators,  in  the  8ouiiiern  Dis- 
trict, and  were  nominated  at  a  meethig  which  adopted 
m  address,  refiecting  in  pretty  severe  terms  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  Legislature.  The  American  Citizen, 
also,  took  strong  and  decided  ground  upon  the  subject, 
and  openly  charged  the  Senate  with  corruption;  An 
attempt  was  made,  at  the  instigation  of  Mr.  Van 
Vechten,  a  Federal  Senator,  to  indict  the  editor,  Mr» 
Cheetham,  for  a  libel,  but  the  Grand  Jury  of  New- 
York  refused  to  find  a  bill.  Judge  Hobart  died  this 
year,  and  the  office  of  District  Judge  was  conferred 
on  Matthias  B.  Tabnadge;  Brockholst  Livingstcm 
haying  declined  the  appointment,  which  was  tendered 

lo  hiiu  by  the  Picbidcnt. 

At  the  April  dection,  two  Repuhlicans  were  sup* 
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ported  for  Seriatojs,  m  the  Eastern  District,  iii  oppo 
sitioii  to  eacii  othm.  Joseph  G.  liTates,  afterwards 
Jwlge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  Goyenior  oi  the 
State,  nominated  by  the  Republicans  of  Schenec- 
tady, and  Mr.  Cluackenboss  was  the  candidate  of  the 
Albray  democrats.  The  Albwy  Regkter  treated 
the  nomuiatioiiof  Ifr.  Tatee  as  imgular,  and  a  laxge 
liiajority  of  the  RepubHcans  in  the  district  voted  for 
Mr.  Q,uackeuboss ;  but  as  the  whole  Federal  strength 
wae  thrown  in  favor  of  the  former,  he  was  dectod. 
The  Senators  chosen  at  this  election  were,  Messrs. 
Cliutoii,  and  L'Hommedieu,  from  the  Sontheru  Dish 
-trict ;  Peter  C.  AdamSi  and  James  G.  Graham,  Scorn 
the  Middle ;  Joseph  O.  Yales,  Adam  Comsfock,  and 
John  Veeder,  from  the  Eastern  ;  and  Nathaniel  Locke, 
and  John  Nicholas,  irom  the  Western  District  The 
RflpohUcans  maintained  a  large  preponderance  in  the 
llousie  of  Assembly. 

Soon  after  the  spring  electioq,  the  di&reiices  be- 
tween Me89rs.^Gluitoa  and  Spencer,  on  the  one  hand^ 
and  Gov.  Lewis  on  the  other,  which  do  not  appear  to 
have  interfered  with  the  canvass,  began  to  be  made 
public  The  American  Citis^,  and  the  Albany  Regis- 
ter, the  leading  Democratic  journals  in  the  Stale,  eame 
out  openly  against  the  Governor,  and  those  Republi- 
cans who  continued  to  act  with  him.  On  the  other 
side,  the  P^ughkeepsie  Jgnmal,  wfaieh  was  supposed 
to  be  controlled  by  Doct.  Tillotson,  the  Secretary  of 
State,  denounced  Mr.  Clinton  and  Judge  Spenceri  in 
the aevenat tenoi. .  Thii  paper  was^  in  tbecouise of 
the  summeir,  united  with, the  Moroing  Ohiauida, 
Mr.  Burr's  ai:gaa  in  New-Ycffk,  and  afterwards  ap- 
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pearedimdn  tiie  name  of  "The  Pcmghkeepsia  iia- 
IOmeter*"  The  Plebraan,  abo,  &  B«p«iblkan  paper  in 
Dbler  coimly,  conducted  b7  Jeaie  Boei^  took  gfoand 

with  the  Governor.  The  ostensible  ground  of  com- 
l^aint  ag^unst  Gov.  Lewis,  was  his  OMiduct  in&ycring 
die  charter  of  tfie  HerchantB'  Bank,  and  hie  alledged 
unfitness  for  the  ollice  which  he  held  ;  but  the  real  ^ 
cause  of  the  disaffection  of  Mr.  Clinton,  and.  lua  iriendiy 
vaa,  nndonbledly,  jeaiouajr  <tf  the  increaiing  popo* 
larity  and  influence  of  the  Livingston  femily,  whose 
members  filled  a  large  proportion  of  the  best  othces 
in  the  ^ate.  Mr.  Clinton  was  an  amlntioaa  maa^ 
indefiitigaUe  and  penserering,  and  determined  oa 
putting  his  own  slioulder  to  the  car  which  should 
bear  him  onward  to  fortune^  n  iid  fame.  Whatever  he 
did,  he  did  with  all  hie  mighl.  When  ha  had  onoe 
detennined  upon  a  certain  plan  of  operations,  he  left 
nothing  mitried,which  could  insure  I lis  success, j 

Daring  the  sammw  of  1805,  Mr»  Clinton  made 
gnat  efl^nrtB  tostrangthen  himsetf;  and  thefiriendBior 
tfie  Governor  were  t  (jually  active.  Although  a  nu-  * 
nmcal  majority  of  the  Kepubhcan  members  elected  to 
the  L^islatnre  weiefiriendly  to  CSintoo,  the  infloenee 
rfttwliiTinsfstons  detached  agreatnumber  oi  tlicrank 
aad  li  ie  of  the  Democratic  party  from  his  support.  Afiit 
^Mi  feaiod  thai  die  Federaliati  ireold  mitetrith  the 
-adherents  of  Got.  Lewie,  airf  thus  grre  them  the 
control  of  the  State,  efforts  were  made  to  induce  the 
Bonitee  lo  join  their  foioee  with  the  Ciintimiaae.. 
flevend  interviews  were  had  between  Gen*  Bailey^on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Clinton,  and  John  Svvartwout ;  and, 
sobeequeatLy,  on  the  24th  of  Januaryy  1806^  Mr» 
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Clinton  met  Col.  Swartwoiit,  Matthew  L.  Davis, 
Peter  Irviogi  md  Ezekiel  Robius,  the  most  iiiAueotiaL 
and  zealous  Burritea  in  ihe  city  of  New-York,  at  the 
house  of  his  friend,  Gen.  Bailey.  On  the  20th  of 
I>'ebruary,  a  meeting  oi  leading  Cliutonians  and  Burr- 
itaa  was  held  at  Dyde's  Hoteif  near  New-York,' at 
which  the  union  of  the  Republicaa  party  was  the 
principal  theme  of  discussion.  On  the  24th  of  the 
same  month,  a  large  gathering  of  Repubhcans,  com- 
posed of  Burriles,  Clintoniansy  and  the  fiiends  of  the 

Governor,  was  held  at  Martling's  Long  Room,  in  the 
city,  at  which  the  proceediogs  of  the  former  meeting 
were  emphatically  d^ounced.  Mr.  Clinton  himsd^ 
a  ftw  days  aiiterwaids,  signified  his  approbati<m  of 
tfie  course  pursued  at  Mar  ding's,  but  his  opponents 
were  for  a  long  time  known,  thrcHighont  the  State,  afi 
'^Maxtling  Ihan.' 

The  Legislature  met  on  tlio  28th  day  of  January, 
1806.  Mr.  Sheldon  was  again  ciiosen  iSpcai^er,  and 
Mr.  Southwick,  Clerk*  The  caseof  Stefriien  AxnoM, 
who  had  beai  convicted  in  Montgomery  county,  of 
murder,  in  punishing  a  child  so  severely  as  to  cause 
death,  for  refusing  to  qpell  or  pnmounce  a  word,  and 
whom  the  Governor  had  reprieved  on  the  day  he  was 
to  have  been  executed  ,  v.  as  In  ought  before  the  Legis- 
lature. The  conduct  ot  the  Ciovernor,  who  enter** 
tained  die  qpinion  diat  the  ease  was  odb  of  man- 
slaughter, instead  of  murder,  furnished  his  opponents 
with  a  powerful  argument  to  eiu^ite  the  public  indig- 
mition  against  hiiiL  Afier  some  discussion,  a  lair 
was  passed^  conmuiting  the  sent^ice  to  imprisonment 
fi>r  life,  several  of  the  Governor's  enemies  yotiug  in 
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its  favor.  At  a  caucus  of  the  Kepublican  members  of 
tbeLegislatnrei  DewittCliDtoOi  Robert  Johnflon,  Adam 
Gonoitoek,  a&d  Heniy  Huntiiigtoii,  wm  iHHnmated 
(D  form  a  Council  of  Appoiiitment,  and  were  after- 
wards elected  by  the  House.  This  unusual  course 
«f  hoUliiig  a  gmeial  caucus^  inBtead  of  aHowing  the 
Republicans  from  each  district  to  select  their  own 
candidate,  as  had  previously  been  the  custom,  was 
adopted  in  order  (oaeeaie  theeiectioii  of  Mr.  Olinloii, 
amaforitf  of  the  Democratie  members,  from  his  dis- 
trict, being  opposed  to  him.  Gov.  Lewis'  friends  pro- 
tested, but  without  ^ect,  against  this  infractioii  of  an 
ssHiUishediisagfe. 

Oil  the  15th  of  March,  Mr.  Clinton  offerud  a  reso- 
lution in  the  Senate,  for  the  expulsion  of  Ebenezer 
Pmdr,  aliedging  that  he  had  bem  bribed  in  the  mat- 
ter of  the  Meichaiits'  Bank,  at  the  pntfkm  eeesion, 
and  had  attempted  to  bribe  Messrs.  Thorn,  and  Ger- 
man. No  action  was  taken  on  the  resolution,  except 
Is  &c  on  a  day  for  its  oonsideration,  as  Mr.  Purdy 
resiorned  his  seat  on  the  next  day  after  it  was  offered. 
A  bill,  introduced  by  liichard  Riker,  of  New- York, 
farthe  preYention  of  bribery,  and  havingespeciai  refer- 
mee  to  the  same  case,  was  passed  on  the  7th  of  April. 

The  Council  of  Appointment  couinienced  tiieir  war 
of  extermination  against  the  Livingston  interest,  on 
016  Mti  of  March,  by  the  removal  of  Matnrin  Lir- 
ingston  from  the  Recordership  of  New-York,  and 
tbe  ^pomtment  o£  Pierre  €.  Van  Wyck,  one  of  %ke 
noat  acthre  agents  in  getting  np  the  Martiii^  maet- 
ia?f,  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Thomae  Ttlhytsm  was  re- 
moved from  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  to  make 
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room  for  Elisha  Jenkins.  The  office  of  ComptroUeiv 
which  iMr.  Jenkms  had  vacated,  was  bestowed  on 
Aicbibald  Mclntyn*  Gor«  Lewisi  and  Mr.  Huntnig^ 
ton,  who,  although  a  fmad  of  Mr.'  CliAtcm,  wtm  m 
careful  and  discreet  politician,  protested  i^ainst  these 
imnovals ;  but  the  majority  of  the  Comioil  weie  de^ 
lenained  to  do  the  work  thoroughly,  and  prooeeded 
to  remove  a  large  number  of  Sherids,  Clerks,  Surro- 
gates, County  Judges,  and  Justices  oi  the  Peace,  and 
filled  their  plaoee  with  mea  known  to  be  opposed  to 
the  re-election  of  Gov.  Lewis. 

The  Jf'ederalists  did  not  remain  indilierent  specta- 
tors of  the  struggle  between  the  rtirad  inteiests  in  the 
Demoeratic  party.  On  the  eontnury,  they  soon  ral- 
lied around  William  W.  Van  Ness,  and  other  leading- 
xneu  m  their  ranks,  who  proved  to  be  the  most  active 
and  efficient  snpportera  of  the  Governor*  The  vesnlt 

of  the  April  election,  therefore,  was  the  choice  of  a 
majority  of  members,  inciudiiig^  Federalists,  friendly 
lo  Gov.  Lewis..  The  Senators  chosen  this  year  weie^ 
Beqiamin  Coe,  and  Jonathan  Ward,  from  the  Sontb- 
ern  District ;  Klisha  Barlow,  and  James  Bart,  from 
the  Middle;  Jacob  Snell,  from  the  Eastern;  and 
John  BaUacdf  Salmon  Bu^  and  Jacob  Gebhard,  from 
the  Western  District.  The  Senators  from  the  Mid  die 
and  Eastern  Districts,  attached  tliemseives  to  the  Gqv-> 
amor's  party,  who  were  called  iiewisites,  or  ^QpOids.'  ^ 
^  At  the  corporation  election  in  the  city  of  New-Tork, 
the  Lewisites  and  Federalists  secured  a  majority  of 
the  Common  Council,  md,  forthwith  removed  aU 
the  CUnlonians  holding  office  under  the  city  govern^ 
ment. 
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Gov.  Lewis'  friends  made  active  exertions,  durinff 
the  siuxuuer  aad  iaii  of  1806,  to  iocrease  theic 
stvaogth;  and,  as  it  iras  eridmt  he  oould  not  be 
le-nominated  by  a  majority  of  the  Democratic  meiii- 
bers  of  the  Legislature,  a  meeUisg  was  held  in  New-^ 
York,  on  the  let  day  of  Janiiary,  1807,  at  which  he 
was  pat  in  Dominalion  as  the  Republican  candidate 
for  Governor.  Circular  letters  were  also  addressed 
to  all  the  doubtful  Republican  memhers,  previoua  to 
the  meeting  of  the  Legifltotnre^  xequcitiag  tfacm  to 
call  on  Abraham  G.  Lansinir,  M'reasurer  of  the  State, 
and  a  waxni  f neud  of  the  Govexuor,  as  soon  as  they 
iiiiyed  in  Albany*  The  session  oommeneed  on  the 
27th  day  of  January,  and  Andrew  HcCotd,  of  Qranfe 
county,  the  Lewisite  candidate  loi  6|)eaker,  was  elected 
0¥«r  Mr.  Sheldon,  who  was  supported  by  the  Glinto* 
ttia&s,  by  eleven  majority.  Omit  Lansingf,  a  son 
of  the  Treasurer,  had  six  majority  over  Mr.  South- 
wick,  for  Clerk.  On  the  28tli  of  January,  the  Aa-  ' 
aemUy  elected  a  Lewisite  Council,  by  an  average 
minority  of  nine,  ^  consisting  of  Thomas  Thomas, 
James  Btirt,  Edward  Savage,  and  John  Nicholas. 
Adter  the  xeault  of  these  votes,  which  was  psodnced 
liy  a  nnion  of  the  Federal  and  Lewisite  forces,  it 
was  charged  by  the  Ulintoiiiaus,  that  a  bargain  luid 
been  made,  by  which  William  W.  Van  Ness  was  to 
bs  appcrinted  Attorney  General.;  Whether  the  diarge 
im  true  or  false,  is  now  mere  mattw  fA  conjecture, 
as  the  appointment  was  never  made.  That  there  was 
some  nndentanding  in  rdation  to  the  division  of  the 
tpoih,  is  highly  probable,  as  Mr.  Van  Ness,  cm  the 
9th  day  of  June  folio wuig,  waa  ap^omied  a  Judge  of 
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the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  m  ihe  place  of  Brock- 
iiolst  Xavingiton,  vholuul  beenimiOTOdto  the  bench 
of  the  United  States  SnpieiiiB  Court,  by  the  eame 

Council  who  were  indebted  for  their  election  to  ih^ 
iiiJiuence  and  the  votes  of  himself  and  his  frieodfi. 
The  Legisktttfe  xe-dected  Om.  Smith,  to  serre 

another  term  m  the  United  States  Senate ;  the  two 
divisions  of  the  Democratic  party  having  united  for 
the  purposes  of  the  election. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Oomicil  dected  this 
winter,  the  Lewisites  commenced  the  work  of  remov- 
ing the  ClintoQianSy  and  rastonng  their  friends  to 
oAoe.  Dsfvritt  Clinton  was  removed  from  the  HatyoKw 
ally  of  the  city  of  New-York,  and  Marinus  Willett 
appointed.  The  appointment  was  &rst  tendered  to 
Smith  Thompecm,  who  declined  accepting  it.  Mata«> 
rin  Livingston,  and  Thomas  Tillotson,  were  restored 
to  the  offices  of  Recorder  of  New- York,  and  Secretary 
of  State,  from  which  they  had  been  removed  by  the  • 
fnevkte  Oonneil ;  and  Ogden  Edwards  was  ap- 
pointed Surrogate  of  New- York,  in  the  place  ot  Syl- 
YAUUS  Miller,  removed.  The  Federalists  and  Bu  n  i  tee 
oame  in  for  their  share  of  the  offices ;  Thomas  Mor- 
ris, an  active  Federal  leader,  was  appointed  Clerk  of 
the  city  <rf  New- York,  in  the  place  of  Tennis  Woiri- 
muii  renunredy  and  Isaac  Kibbe,  <mof  the  moat  noigj 
partigana  of  Col.  Burr,  was  made  Harbor  Master.  Al- 
thouL,^li  the  conduct  of  tins  Council  was  severely  cen- 
sured by  the  Clintonians,  it  was  defended  by  the 
Lewisiles  on  the  other  hand,  as  being  fully  wanantod 

by  tiie  proscriptive  course  of  their  predecessors.  So 
£u  as  it  partook  of  the  character  of  retributive  juslicOi 
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il  was,  pediaps,  defeiiaihlai  in  a  {Murty  point  of  vievr ; 
but  we  aie  oonstraiaed  to  believe  that  the  intemteef 

the  State  were  not  reg'ardedj  as  they  were  not  pro- 
moted, by  the  operations  of  either  Ck>uncii. 

Vh^  majority  of  the  RepaUican  members  of  the  * 
Legislature,  held  their  caucus  for  the  nomination  of 
a  candidate  tor  Governor,  on  the  evening  of  the  16th 
of  Pebniary.  The  selectioQ  of  a  name  which  would 
king  out  whole  strength  of  the  Anti-LewiriteSi 
was  a  matter  attended  with  some  difficulty.  Dewitt 
CUaton  was  objected  to,  on  the  ground  that  tie  had 
Imn  so  intimately  identified  with  the  removals  from 
oliiccj  which  had  taken  place  during  the  two  or  three 
previous  years,  as  to  have  excited  animosities  and 
heart-bomingSi  among  those  who  had  been  proscribed| 
sad  their  personal  friends,  that  would  seriously  preji>* 
dice  his  success.  It  was  also  urged  against  his  nonii- 
nation,  that  his  conduct  was  too  dictatorial ;  that  the 
interests  of  the  party  seemed  to  be  regarded  by  him  at 

inseparable  from  his  own  :  and  thai  his  manners  and 
deportment  were  cold  and  unprepossessing.  Judge 
Spencer  was  now  a  member  of  the  Clinton  family, 
he  having  married  a  sister  of  Dewitt  Clinton,  as  his 
second  wife  j  and,  in  all  the  political  operations  of  the 
last  several  years,  he  had  been  the  faithful  Achates 
of  hisbrother*in4aw.  His  name,  therefore,  wasequally 
out  of  the  question.  The  caucus  finally  selected  Daniel 
D.Tompkins,  who  was  yet  hardly  known  as  a  politi- 
cian ;  but  from  his  position  as  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  added  to  his  naturally  estimahle  qualities  of  head 
and  heart,  had  become  extensively  acquainted,  wlide 
holding  the  circuits  in  the  different  counties  of  the 
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State,  aad  was  every  where  held  in  the  highest  es- 
teem and  regard*  Another  consideralion,  probably, 
had  no  little  influenoe  upon  the  nomiDation  of  BCr« 

Tompkins,  whos^'  tril»  nts  were  of  a  siipenor  characr 
teii  and  promised  to  become  exceedmgiy  formidable 
to  those  who  attempted  to  use  hun  to  auheerve  thmi 
own  indiyidaal  ends ;  the  fact,  that  he  had  no  family 
connections,  whose  claims  upon  their  relative,  in  the 
dispensation  of  the  Executive  patroDage^  could  possi-r 
bly  interfere  with  those  of  the  Clintons.  Lieut.  Gkrv» 
Broome  was  iiomiiiated  for  re-elcciioii,  at  this  caucus  ; 
and  before  its  adjournaient,  an  address  was  adopted^ 
which  was  signed  by  sixty-five  Republican  members 
of  the  Legislature. 

,  At  the  Lewisite  Kepubiican  caucuSi  held  a  few  days 
afterward^  Gov.  Lewis^  and  Thomas  Stomii  were 
nominated  as  their  candidates  for  Governor,  and 

Li<  lit.  Governor.  The  addrnss  adopted  ou  tins  oc- 
casioui  was  signed  by  forty-live  members. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


1807 — Causes  of  rhnnccUor  Lansinj^'s  rofusal  to  accept  the  noinina- 
tion  for  Governor  m  1804 — Defeat  of  Gov.  Lewis,  and  election  of 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins — Trial  of  Col.  Burr  for  treason;  his  subse* 
qoent  conduct  and  death — Orders  of  the  Engltsb  Council,  Berlin 
tad  Milan  decrees,  mod  the  Embargo  law — Coarse  of  the  dm* 
tons — Session  of  the  Legislature  in  1808 — Joseph  C.  Yates  i«- 
pointed  a  Jiids^e  of  the  Supreme  Court — ^Removal  of  Mr.  Wood- 
worth,  and  appointment  of  Matthias  ii.  liildreth  as  Attorney 
General — ^David  Thomas  elected  TYeasareri  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
Lanong — John  W.  Taylor,  Samuel  Toong,  Martin  Van  Buren — 
Nomination  of  James  Madison,  and  Georf3;e  Clhiton,  as  the  Re- 
publican candidates  for  President,  and  Vice  President — Disaf- 
fection of  uie  Clintons — April  Election  in  180S — Effect  of  the 
Embargo  law  on  the  result— Attempt  Gov,  Lewis,  and  fh« 
Livingston  fiunily,  to  prostrate  Dewitt  Clinton — Session  of  tho 
Lei;islature  in  November,  and  choice  of  Presides ti  il  Electors-^ 
Election  of  Madison  and  Clinton — Meetini^s  of  the  Alai  tling  Men 
in  New- York — Annual  session  of  the  Legislature  iu  ioui> — Dewitt 
CliatoB  and  the  Federalists— 'Abraham  Ymi  Yechten,  Daniel  Ca-» 
dy,  Jacob  R.  Van  Rensselaer — Nathan  Sanford,  Roger  Skinner, 
Obadiah  German,  Derick  L.  Van  Antwerp — Mr.  German  elected 
to  succeed  Doc t.  Mitchell  in  the  United  States  Senate — Treaty 
"between  Mr.  Erskine  and  the  American  Government;  its  disa- 
Towal  by  Great  Britain,  and  effect  on  the  politics  of  this  country 
—April  Election  of  1809— Success  of  the  Federalists— The  Baf* 
ance  and  New- York  Journal — The  Columbian — Nomination  of 
Jonas  Piatt,  as  the  Federal  candidate  for  Governor,  and  Nicholas 
Fish,  for  Lieutenant  Governor — Le?:islative  session  of  IRIO — Re- 
movals made  by  the  Federal  Council — Preparations  for  the  April 
electiim— Re-nomination  of  Tompkins  and  Broome— 1810. 

A  SHORT  time  papevious  to  the  April  electioni  in 
1807,  an  expomtioa  was  made  by  Ohanoellor  Lansing, 

of  the  circumstances  attending  his  noniiiintion,  as  the 
Kepublican  candidate  for  Governor,  in  Uin  winter  of 
1804,  and  iiis  refusal  to  accept  it.  He  alledged,  on 
his  part,  that  an  attempt  was  made  by  George  Clinton, 
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tfaen  Govemcn  of  the  SMbf  to  induce  bim  to  ^odge 
himself  to    a  particulai  comae  of  eondnct  in  the 

administration  of  tlie  government  of  the  State,'* 
aud  the  appointment  of  Dewitt  Clinton  as  his  sue* 
oeasor  in  the  office  of  Chancellor.  The  Vice  Piesichatt 
peremptorily  denied  the  allegations  of  the  Chancellor ; 
and  Dewitt  Clinton  himself,  who  afterwords  took 
part  in  the  controversy,  affirmed  that  he  never  desired 
the  office.  The  Clintons  were  probaMy  anxioHS  to 
have  the  patronau-e  of  the  State  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  were  not  ioimical  to  them,  but  it  can  hardly  be 
possiUe'that  the  younger  one  was  willing  to  receive 
a  judicial  appointment,  which  must  always  be  a  mere 
secondary  position,  in  the  estimation  of  the  leader  of 
a  political  party. 

The  Federalists  made  no  nomination  for  the  Gu- 
bernatorial election.  The  great  body  of  them  sup- 
ported Gov.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Storm ;  but  a  very  large 
number,  who  had  become  disheartened  on  account  of 
their  repeated  reverses,  and  saw  but  little  prospect  of 
redeeming  the  waning  fortunes  of  the  party,  abandon- 
ed their  old  associations,  and  took  ground  in  favor  of 
the  nominee  of  the  regular  Democratic  caucus.  The 
election  was  conducted  with  mu<5h  wai  mth  and  spirit, 
and  terminated  in  the  choice  of  Daniel  D.  Tomp- 
kins, whose  majcnrity,  over  Gov.  Lewis,  was  four  tlmi- 
sand  and  eighty-five.  The  whole  number  of  votes 
cast,  was  sixty-six  thousand  and  sixty-three,  i  Dewitt 
Qinton,  elected  to  the  Senate  from  the  Sonthem  Die* 
triet;  John  Tayler,  John  McLean,  Charies  Selden^ 
and  Isaac  Kellogg,  from  the  Eastern  •  and  William 
Floyd  and  Alexander  Ilbaei  from  the  Western,  were 
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H.  ^tt,  were  the  Lewisite  eandidaies  m  tJae  Middle 
Steieti  aod  were  elected. 

On  the  aU  dKjr  of  May,  1807,  liw  tiU  «f  OoL 
Burr,  on  a  charge  *'of  treason  against  the  United 
States,  and  of  a  misdemeanor  in  prepamig  aud  setting 
itt  fool|  witlua  tb0  Uiiited  StalBfly  llanoM^ 
tmy  expedition  againet  Mexico^^  came  m  Mbva 
Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States,  at  Kiciiinond,  Chief 
jaitice  Mjawfaall  piiaicBng>  Apiotraotedaad  tadaont 
lavBitigatiiiii  was  luid,  botli  of  tha  loatimony  adducad 

by  the  prosecution,  and  the  le^al  questions  involved 
in.  the  case.  It  appeared  on  the  trial,  that  Bun  had 
cwmwwficfid  hia  opeiationa  oariy  ia  tba  apvinf  of 
1805 ;  tiiat  he  had  been  almost  constantly  engaged 
in  traveling  through  the  United  States ;  that  his 
amnaries  and  agents  were  at  work  in  Mazioo ;  tbal 
imameiit  indiTidiiala  in  EngUmd,  and  meii  of  ofeMr* 

acter  and  wealth  in  this  country,  favored  his  enter- 
Ikuse;  that  he  had  had  secret  aud  conhdentiai  mtei- 
ttmse  with  Goneial  Wilkiaaon,  and  otber  ofioeia  in 
fte  refifular  service ;  and  that  he  was  connected  with 
aa  assemblage  of  men  which  had  taken  place  on 
Bbniierbawet^  Island,  and  with  the  eoMeoticai  of 
imiskmsandnmnitionaof  war  alfloinexal  points  on 

the  Oliio  and  Cumberland  rivers ;  but  it  was  found 
impossible  to  £6U&ten  upon  him  the  commission  of  any 
Ofwtael  of  treason.  He  waaably  defended  by  Lothnr 
Martin,  and  Messrs.  Wickham,  Baker,  Botts,  and  Ran* 
^Iph.  On  tiie  other  side,  were  Messm^ Mc  fiay.  Hay, 
lad  William  Wirt.  Under  the  (diaige  of  the  Oonf^ 
Ae  jury  bron|^t  in  a  vecdiet  of  not  gnilty,  on  the 
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to  seiae  the  city  of  Nw-Oriearrs,  to  revoluttonise  the 

territory  attached  to  it,  and  to  separate  the  Western 
fiom  ihs  A^ftfi^  SUitas :  or  tto  coiMiuest  of  Mosifio* 
«lllioiigh<8{Mi&  vmB  ibm  at  paaee  wMi  thk  oountry ; 

'  or  a  combination  and  modiiication  of  the  two;  slill 
reroaijas  a  doubttui  matter.  Generals  Wiikux^oa  aod 
BaCoa  testified  tiiat  Boir  hadmadeovertiimiiotlieiiif 
in  which  he  had  hinted,  in  pretty  plain  terms,  at  the 
jseparation  of  the  States  j  and  a  letter  written  by  hiru, 
in  eipbors,  to  WilkiDsony  produoed  bf  the  latter^ 
on  the  trial,  and  its  contents  introduced  in  endenoe* 
But  it  was  afterwards  charo^ed.  and  admitted,  that  the 
letter  in  question  was  altered  before  its  interpretation ;  * 
and  Gen.  Eaton  conftssedf  on  his  cross  eTraimnfttioo, 
that  he  had  recommended  to  the  President,  the  ap- 
pointment of  Burr  on  a  foreign  embassy,  alter  he  had 
liiBn  made  aeqoainted  with  his  designa  The  teeti- 
mony  of  both  gendeman,  as  to' the  treasonable  idms 
of  Col.  Burr,  was,  notwithstandino*,  positive  and  dis- 
tinet}  so  much  so,  indeed,  as  to  giveioundation  to 
the  opinion,  which  was  genersHy  cumnt  after  Borr^ 
discharge,  that  lie  had  escaped  iwm  the  conset^ueaces 
ol  his  acts,  by  means  of  a  technical  quibUe. 

Ool.  Burr  ssiled  fox  Eunype  in  the  year  following 
his  aeqnitCal,  and  attempted  to  enlist  the  English  Go* 
vernment  in  an  expedition  against  Mexico.  Failing 
in  this,  and  being  snqp^cted  of  a  oonneation  with 
eome  denferons  sdiemss  on  foot,  he  continued  his 

journey  to  Svvccdcn,  from  whence  he  crossed  over  to 
France,  in  the  h<^  of  obtaining  assistance  ixom  Na* 
poleon.  Bnt  the  maik  of  Cain  seemed  to  have  beed 
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flrmly  imprhitad  on  faii  brow.  Wherever  he  went, 

be  was  received  with  coldness  aud  distrust.  Liter- 
ally bankrapt,  in  fortune  and  in  finends,  lie  wandmd 
tbont  Euxope  for  eeraral  years,  exposed  to  haodiliipii 
and  stifferinsr  privations,  which  conld  never  have  an- 
iicipated  amid  the  excitement  of  tlie  Fxestideutial  eleG- 
tioQ  in  ldOO»' when  no  man  in  the  natioO)  witfi  theex* 
caption  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  was  more  popular  than 
himself.  He  returned  to  New-York  in  X812|  and  re- 
xomed  the  pcactioe  of  the  iawj  wfaioh  he  punned  with 
very  nespeetable  encoefls,  nnlil  near  the  period  of  bio 
death,  which  to  ok  |)l;ice  on  the  14th  day  of  Septembelr| 
1836,  in  the  eighty-lirst  year  of  his  age. 
The  war  between  Fraaoe  and  the  other  Kniopen 

powers,  was  continued  during  the  year  1807,  without 
cessation,  and  as  ^ere  was  a  great  demand  for  Anifir- 
ioan  produce,  the  oarrfing  trade  of  the  TeoMla  owM^ 
in  the  Northern  and  Middle  States,  had  now  heco^pB 
highly  profitable.  The  jealousy  entertained  by  the 
Bntish  Government  towards  the  United  States,  led  to 
the  adoption  of  an  order  in  Oounoi],  by  the  tenoi  of 

.wludiail  liUcrcourse  between  FrMiicc  and  America 
was  suppressed,  Tlie  i^'rench  authorities,  by  way  of 
retaliation,  iasued  the  celebmted  Berlin  and  Milan 
decreee,  imder  whicfa  American  yemele,  trading  with 
England,  were  liable  to  seizure  and  condemnation. 
After  an  unsuccessful  remonstrance  againet  the  ooo** 
dact  of  France  and  England,  Mr.  Jeflhraott 
mended  tbo  famous  Embargo  on  all  American  ship- 
ping— a  measure,  which,  s6  far  as  it  afiecled  the 
attional  poliey,  was  certainly  wiae  and  pioper,  aa  it 
eat  off  at  once  the  necessary  supplies  of  the  bdligmnt 
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powers ;  but  in  its  operation  upon  private  interests,  it 
was,  no  doubt,  exceedingly  injurious.  Immediately 
after  the  pasnge  of  the  Embugo  Aet,  in  CongiesSi  a 
jnWc  meeting  was  bdd  in  tfie  city  ot  Naw-Tork,  at 

which  Dewitt  Clinton  presided.    Resolutions  were 
iadopted,  disapprovmg  of  the  Act;  and  the  American 
.Oitfam,  the  OtiBtOBiait  paper  ia  tte  city,  unsparingly 

denounced  it.  The  Federalists,  throughout  the 
Union,  took  the  same  ^ound,  while  the  Republicans^ 
ganendly,  approved  of  Mr.  Jeffinrson^ coarse.  Dewitt^ 
Otmkm  flao  changed  his  grotind,  early  in  1806 ;  trnt 
Mr.  Cheetham,  the  editor  of  the  Citizen,  continued 
hia  opposition  to  the  measurei  and  charged  Mr.  C 
ifi&k  bad  faith,  in  deaortuig  Urn  at  such  aeriaia. 

Alexander  Sheldon  was  chosen  Speiilci  i  of  the  As- 
sembly, at  the  annual  session  of  tlie  Legislature  in 
1§06.  Daniel  Rodman  was  elected  over  Mr.  Lansing, 
Ilia  former  CSeric,  by  thirty-nine  majority.  Gov. 
Tompknis  reviewed,  at  length,  the  policy  of  the  Em<x 
bazgo  Act,  in  his  speech  to  the  two  houses,  and  de-^ 
ftodM  the  oomae  of  the  National  Government  with 
great  ability.  *  An  answer  to  the  speech,  m  accordance 
with  the  Governor's  view^s,  was  adopted  in  the  Assem* 
My,  after  an  amniated  diacuasion,  by  a  vote  of  aixty* 
two  to  twenty-two.  On  the  1st  day  of  February, 
Benjamm  Coe,  Peter  (1  Adams,  John  V  eeder,  and 
Nathan  Smith,  were  elected  members  of  the  Council 
of  Appointm^t,  and  immediately  commenced  re» 
moving  the  Lewisites  from  office.  Dr.  Tillotson 
gave  place  to  Mr.  Jenkms,  who  was  again  appointed 
Seoveteiy  of  Btatei  Dewitt  Clinton  waa  restored  to 
the  Mayoralty,  Pierre  C.  Van  Wyck  to  the  Recorder- 
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ship,  and  Sylvaniis  Miller  to  the  oUice  of  Surros^te, 
id  the  city  of  JN'QW-York«  The  vacancy  on  the  bench 
of  the  Snpteme  Ooqrty  ocoa«<«i6d  by  the  Migiialioa 
of  Gov.  Tompkins,  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of 
Joseph  C.  Yates.  Mx.  W  oodworth  was  xemoved  £r<»a 
tii0  eSm  of  Attoniey  Qenml,  on  aoooont  of  hiB  ad- 
herence to  Got.  IjBwi%  and  MaUhkm  B.  HHdvedi,  of 
Montgomery  county,  uppointed  in  his  place.  The 
Lagiriatme  was  determinad  aoi  to  be  outdonB  by  tha 
OoQDoil,  and,  as  the  Traaaiumr  of  tha  State  leoahrad 
his  appojiUnioiit  from  them,  Mr.  LcinsinL'^  was  remov- 
ed, and  David  Thomas  eiecied  to  succeed  ium. 

John  W.  Taylor  and  Samual  Yonngi  wmafpoint- 
ed  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  town  of  Bailetoiv 
Saratoga  county,  on  the  18th  of  March;  and  new 
OTtninimffl;^^  were  aa&t  to  Jmttioes  throoghoat  tlia 
State,  wherever  it  was  neoeawry  that  theiiiflimioeof 

the  central  power  shouhl  be  felt.  On  the  20th  of 
March,  Martin  Van  Barea  was  appointed  Surrogato 
of  CMnmbia  county.  He  was  than  a  yoong  man, 
but  he  had  early  given  indications  that  he  possessed 
abilities  oi  a  superior  order,  and  was  now  an  active 
IKditiciBn  ia  the  comity  where  he  lasidad. 

Befinre  the  dose  of  die  seasion  of  Congress,  held  ia 
Ae  winter  of  ISOS,  a  caucus  of  the  Repul*lican  mem- 
bers was  held,  at  which  James  Madison  was  nounu- 
alad  fen:  Preaident,  and  George  Clintan  for  Vioa 
President.  The  New- York  Republicans,  and  espe- 
cially the  Clintons,  and  theii*  inunediate  fri^ds.  liad 
confidendy  looked  forwaid  to  the  nominati«  of  Mr. 
Qinton,  as  the  snocesior  of  Jeflareon.  Ifr.O.  hmaelf 
hesitated  about  the  acceptaxsce  of  the  noouuation  of 
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Viae  Preaidenty  taut  did  iiol  deol^  The 

subsequent  dispute  and  hostility,  between  Dewitt 
Clinton  and  '*  the  V  irginia  dynaaty,"  had  its  origin 
in  thia  aUadged  injuBtice  to  hifi  unde.  SeT^nlMii 
Republioan  membm  of  Congress  protested  againsl 
the  nomination  of  tlie  caucus,  among  whom  were 
John  Bwsell,  Josiah  Masters*  Qeorge  Clinton,  Jr.,  tha 
btotfafic  of  Dewitt,  and  Peter  Swart,  of  this  The 
Aibaay  Register  expressed  a  preference  for  Mr.  Clinton, 
as  President,  but  did  not  atteiupt  to  impeach  the  souod- 
]iB88<tf  Mr<  Madiaoa's  cfiakftm  on  political  queationai 

Before  the  adjournment  of  the  State  Legialature,  aa 
adxires^  was  adopted,  and  signed  by  cighty-iuiie  mem- 
beia,  appioviog  the  meaauxes  o£  the  Natiooal  and 
State  adminiatiatbiu^  and  ui  ging  the  aupport  of  Mad* 
laoii  and  Clinton. 

The  Federal  party  made  a  vigorous  rally  at  the 
April  eleolaon.  The  leduotioQ  in  the  prices  of  pro« 
duce,  the  single  article  of  wheat  having  fallen  from 
two  doilars  to  seventy-five  cents  per  bushel,  in  conse- 
qumoe  of  the  Embargo  Act,  operated  powerfully  in 
tbair  favor ;  but,  as  all  the  official  patronage  waa  in 
the  hands  of  their  opponents,  they  were  only  aWe  to 
reduce  the  llepublican  majority  in  tlie  Legi&iatuxa, 
David  Hopkine,  the  Fedoral  candidate,  waa  elected 
to  the  Senate  in  the  Eastern  District ;  and  Edwaird 
P.  Livingston,  a  i4ewi&ite,  in  the  Middle  District,* 
Beiyamin  Coe  and  William  W.  Gilbert,  elected  from 
tba  Southern,  and  Lnther  Bkh,  Franoia  Bloodgood, 
Sylvester  Smally,  Walter  Martin,  and  Silas  Ualsey^ 
ficom  the  Westera  District,  were  Hepubiicans. 

Gov.  Lewiaand  the  Livingston  fitmily,  attdaaaar 
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jority  of  their  fnends,  in  connection  with  Col.  Swait- 
wout,  Matthew  h.  Davis,  md  other  leading  BurritM 
a  Ifow- Yoik,  came  not  in  rapport  of  Mr.  MadMoo, 
fliiortly  after  bis  nominfilion,  and  yeheinently  attacked 
the  two  Clintons,  and  Judge  Spencer,  on  account  of 
tbm  onginal  o|q[MiailioQ  to  the  ambaigo  law ;  and 
dnrged  tbem  with  hypoerisy  in  proliBaaiiig  diffemit 
opinions,  at  this  lime,  and  with  being  secretly  hostile 
to  Mr.  Madisoo.  ^Several  appomtmeats  mado  by  tha 
Ganaml  Govanunen^  during  the  amnmer,  ware  con- 
fisrred  on  Burrites  and  Lewisites,  or  persons  known  to 
be  opposed  to  Mr.  Clmton  ;  and  a  VVaslungtou  papery 
aditad  by  a  daric  in  Mr.  Madiara'a  offiee,  who  was 
than  SecsvaCary  of  State,  denoaneed  the  Clintona  in 
unmeasured  terms.  A  number  of  influential  Repub- 
lican journals,  in  ditierent  sections  of  the  Union,  took 
Ibe  same  gronnd.  Mr.  Barber,  tbe  editor  of  the  Albany 

Register,  died  on  the  15th  of  July,  and  was  succeeded 
in  the  management  oi  the  paper,  by  Soiotnoii  ^outb- 
wkk,  a' devoted  penmal  friend  of  Dewitt  Clinton* 

The  Legislature  of  New«York  met  on  the  1st  day 
of  jSovember,in  order  to  choose  Presidential  Electors. 
James  W.  Wilkin,  of  Orange  county,  was  chosen 
Speaker,  The  vote  stood,  for  Wilkin,  ststy ;  for  Tan 

Rensselaer,  the  Fedr-ral  caiiUidatc,  lorty-hve.  A  dis- 
poiiiian  was  mnnilested,  on  the  part  of  some  of  the 
varmsst  finends  of  George  Clinton,  to  choose  Blectom 
who  woald  pve  the  vote  of  the  State  to  him  for 
President ;  but  this  course  was  overruled  by  the  ma- 
jonty  of  the  fiepaUiean  members  of  the  two  housesi 
vho  would  not  coneor  in  any  siiah  arrangemant 
The  result  was,  that  Electors  were  chosen  without 
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wfewwce  to  their  indiviclnal  opinions  on  the  Presiden- 
tial question.  Ambrose Speacer and  Henry  HimUugtioa 
beaded  the  £leeloral  ticket  Six  of  tbe  Eleolon  TOtdl 
for  Georg;e  Clinton,  for  President,  and  the  residue  for 
Madison.  Mr.  Madison,  and  Mr.  Clinton,  were 
eyeotuftUy  oboaen  to  fill  tbe  offices  for  wbiehlbey  had 
been  nominated ;  Mr.  Madieon  receiviiig  one  hnndred 

and  twenty-two  votes, and  Mr.  Clinton  one  hundred  and 
thirteen.  The  opposing  Federal  candidates  wei;e| 
Obarles  C.  Pinoknef  » and  Rnfiia  Ktngi  each  of  whom 
received  forty-eight  votes.  John  Lans^don  received 
nine  votes,  for  V  ice  President ;  James  Madison,  three  ^ 
and  James  Momoe,  three, 

AAer  the  election  of  Mr.  Madison,  the  Lewieit«e 
coutinued  their  operations  destroy  the  influence  of 
Dewitt  Gliaton,  By  far  the  greater  share  of  tbe  fomi 
he  had  previously  wielded,  was  derived  from  hte  wap- 
posed  position,  as  the  supreme  dispenser  of  the  Execu- 
tive patronage  of  the  State.  As  soon  as  Gov.  Tomp- 
kins became  £uriy  seated  in  the  chair  of  StatSi  the 
influence  of  Mr.  Clinton  be^an  sensibly  to  diminish. 
It  was  very  natural  that  the  Governor  should  seek  to 
render  himself  popular,  and  this  was  impoesiblei  so 
long  as  another  individual  was  regarded  as  the  powior 
behind  the  throne,  who  controlled  all  the  aj)pointments 
lo  otiice.  The  Lewisites,  too,  were  oiiicious  in  under- 
mining Mr.  Clinton's  popularity,  and  the  disappointed 
place-hunter  was  sure  to  be  told,  that  all  the  blame 
was  justly  chargeable  to  that  gentleman  ;  while  the 
fortunate  seeker  for  office  was  taught  to  look  up  to 
Gov.  Tompkins  as  his  friend  and  beoefiieton  . 

Early  m  tiie  fail  and  winter,  meetings  of  tlie  Martr 
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lifig  Men  began  to  be  held  in  New- York,  which 
^ff&md  to  brnm  for  their  objeoli  the  political  oiror* 
Ibfow  of  Mr.  Clinton.  Mangle  Minthome^  the  father^ 
in-law  of  Tompkins,  was  generally  the  Chairman  of 
tbeae  maetiiigs,  and  it  waa  suapectod  that  the  Gotoukot 
encomayed  them  in  secYet,  although  he  profaied,  in 
public,  to  (]isap|)iove  of  their  movements. 

A  ahort  time  before  the  annual  session  of  the  Leg- 
irialiiiey  a  poblic  meeting  of  the  frienda  cf  the  National 
administration  was  called,  in  New- York,  which  fur- 
nished an  occasion  for  an  attack  on  Mr.  Clinton. 
The  oifan  of  hia  opponenta  in  that  eity^  the  Publie 
Advertiaer,  came  out  wMi  a  Tiolent  philin^c,  hi 

which  it  was  stated,  that "  an  abominable  intrigue  was 
aaid  to  be  in  contemplation  to  j)lace  Mr.  Dawiit  Clin- 
Miitt  the  ohair  of  the  intended  Bepablican  meeting;'* 
that  a  measure  so  obnoxious  to  the  Republicans, 
would  destroy  the  harmony  of  the  meeting;''  and 
that  he  mnat  eataUidi  a  lepntation  lor  unifennity-  and 
conaifiteney  of  character,  before  he  cotdd   expect  to 

attain  the  honorable  station  of  a  Republican  Chair- 
man*"  The  Albany  Roister  pronounced  the  article 
k  the  Adyeitiaer,  an  tmqualified  libel;  and  arenred 
that  it  \\  as  well  known  in  New- York,  that  Mr.  Clin- 
ton was  to  leave  for  Albany,  before  the  day  appomted 
ion  thomeetfaig* 

The  regular  aeesion  of  tiie  Le^alatnre  commenced 
on  the  27th  day  of  Jannanrj  1809.  On  the  31st  inst, 
Mr,  Clinton  o&red  a  series  of  reaolutions,  in  the 
Senate,  appnmng  of  the  measures  of  the  National 
administration,  and  accompanied  their  introduction 
wuh  an  able  and  eloquent  speechi  in  which  he  re- 
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viewed  the  ciieumstances  that  led  to  the  passage  of 
the  ESmbaigo  laWi  and  the  Mditkms  conduct  of  Mmk 
nehtisetts,  and  ottier  Eastern  Stalei.  It  was  mi  tfiie 

occasion,  that,  in  the  course  of  a  severe  and  cutting 
lebuke  on  the  conduct  of  the  Federal  party,  he  chaiged* 
them  with  always  acting  on  the  principle,  that  it  was- 
'better  to  reign  in  hell,  than  serve  in  heaven.'  This 
quotation  was  aft^wards  used  against  Mr.  Clinton 
himself;  during  the  canvass  piecedii^  the  suhseqiMiit 
Presidential  election,  with  pow^ul  effect.  The  Fed* 
eralists  in  the  Assembly,  introduced  counter  resolutions* 
to  those  of  Mr.  ClintoUi  which  led  to  an  animated 
bate,  that  was  ably  eonduded  on  both  sides.  The- 

principal  Federal  speakers  were,  Abraham  Yan  Vech- 
teui  Daniel  Ccidy,  and  Jacob  &  Vaniiensselaer.  The 
Tiews  of  the  Rcqpobltcan  party  were  de&nded  by  Na^ 
than  Sanford,  Boger  Skinner,  Obadiah  German,  and 
Derick  L.  Van  Antwerp.  Mr.  Cimton's  resolutions 
weie  adopted  in  the  SenatCi  without  a  divisioiiy 
and  passed  the  House  by  a  vote  of  siKtynme  to  forty* 
one. 

Jonathan  Ward,  James  G.  Graham,  Isaac  Kellogg, 
and  Alexander  BhaSi  were  chosen  mcnsbsis  of  the 

Council  of  Appointment.  The  Council  made  no 
changes  of  importance  this  year,  except  that  Solom^mr 
Southwick  was  made  Sheriff  of  the  pity  and  county 
of  Albany.  Befinre  the  close  of  the  ssssknii  the  Leg- 

islature  elected  Obadiah  German,  as  the  successor  of 
Doct.  Mitchell  m  the  United  States  Senate. 

The  contest  between  the  Fedsfal  and  Republican 
parties  was  conducted  with  great  asperity,  during  the 
igiUitm  and  spring  of  1809.  The  i^iurious  eltects  of 
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the  Embargo  law  upon  the  commerce  of  the  coim* 
try,  famished  the  Federalists  with  nmnerous  pal-> 
pable  arguments,  which  they  used  with  great  ef- 
fect. But  as  they  went  so  far  m  denouncing  the 
National  admimstratioDi  as  to  condemn  it  for  not 
going  to  war  with  Prance,  the  old  prejudices  at  1798 
were  at  once  revived  ;  and  when  the  Federalists,  par- 
ticularly in  the  Eastern  States,  began  to  urge  that  we 
had  no  just  cause  of  complaint  against  Great  Britaini 
the  Republicans  naturally  indulged  the  hope  that  they* 
would  be  able  to  mamtam  their  ground,  even  in  de- 
fense of  80  unpopular  a  measuie.  Early  in  the 
month  of  April,  Mr.  Ersbine,  the  British  Embassador 
at  Washington,  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  providing  for  the  repeal  of 
the  orders  in  Council  affecting  the  American  trade, 

on  the  10th  day  of  June,  1809.  A  prnchn nation  was 
immediately  issued,  settmg  forth  the  conditions  of 
Ike  treaty ;  and  copies  of  it  were  forthwith  dis^ 
tributed  throughout  the  State  of  New-Tork ;  but 
they  arrived  too  late  to  affect  the  election,  and  the 
Federalists,  in  many  cases,  denied  the  authenticity  of 
the  document,  and  pronounced  it  an  electioneering 
trick  of  the  enemy.  For  tlie  liisi  tiiae,  since  1799, 
the  Federalists  succeeded  in  electing  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  Assembly.  The  vote  on  Senators,  which 
was  given  by  fteeholders  only,  showed  a  Repub- 
lican majority  of  seven  hundred  and  thirty-one.  The 
Bepublicans  elected  Israel  Carl,  in  the  Soothem ; 
and  Samuel  Height  and  Jfohannus  Bruyn,  m  the 
^Middle  District.    Daniel  Parris  and  John  Stearns, 

from  the  Eastern  District ;  and  Jonas  Piatt,  Seth 
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Pheip«|  and  Ainos  Hall,  it(m  the  Western,  wm  Fed- 
eralists. 

The  Republicans  were  so  iruicli  elated  at  the  pros- 
pect of  the  repeal  of  the  Embargo  law,  that  the  10th. 
day  of  June  was  celebrated  as  a  day  of  triumph,  in 
all  the  principal  cities  and  towns  in  the  State,  and 
Mr.  Madison  and  liis  Republican  friends  and  advisers 
were  lauded  to  the  skies;  but  these  fcgoieings  were 
soon  biought  to  a  close,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  inlel- 
ligence  that  the  British  Government  had  disei vowed 
the  act  of  their  Minister*  The  Federalists  thereupon 
chafed  Mr.  Madison  with  having  entsied  into  the 

arrangement  with  Mr.  Erskine  from  corrupt  motives, 
and  in  the  full  knowledge  that  the  latter  had  no 
power  to  tieat.  This  charge^  although  evideiitly  un- 
founded, produced  some  Impression,  but  it  fiuled  of 
lemoviug  entirely  the  odium  which  public  opinion 
deservedly  attached  to  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain. 
Mr.  Croswell,  who  bad  formerly  been  indicted  ftr 

a  libel  on  Mr.  Jeilerson,  removed  this  year  to  Albany, 
and  commenced  the  publication  of  a  t\  deral  paper, 
entitled  ^'The  Balance  and  New -York  JoumaL" 
The  American  Citizen,  had  long  since  lost  caste 
with  the  Republiean  party,  and  Charles  Holt,  one  of 
the  victims  of  the  sedition  law  in  Connecticut,  estab- 
lished a  Clintonian  Republic«i  paper  in  New-Tork, 

under  the  name  of  "  The  Columbian." 

On  the  6Ui  of  January^  1810,  the  Federalists  com* 
menoed  the  campaign,  previous  to  the  April  electknii 
by  the  nomination  of  Jonas  Piatt  as  their  candidate 
for  Governor,  at  a  meeting  held  in  the  city  o£  Al- 
bany, oC  which  Abraham  Tan  Yeshten  was  Qfaaimiii. 
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Chn.  Hatt  was  one  of  the  Senators  elect  from  the 
Western  District,  and  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  in 

the  comity  of  Oneida.  Nicholas  Fish  was  nominated, 
at  a  subseqaent  dayi  as  the  Fedend  candidate  for 
lieiat  Goveinor. 

The  Leo^islature  convened  on  the  30th  day  of  Jan- 
uaxy*  William  North|  of  Duanesburgh,  was  chosea 
Spceikatf  Iry  fourteen  nuyority,  over  William  Lir- 
ingston,  the  Republican  candidate.  Gov.  Tompkins^ 
speech  justihed  the  measures  of  the  Nationai  admin- 
istmtioii)  and  advised  the  encouiagenient  of  domestic 
msmifkotmea  in  the  State,  and  the  improvement  of 

the  common  schools.  The  first  Ijusuhjss  in  order, 
was  the  choice  of  a  Oouncii  of  Appointment.  There 
ma  not  a  single  Senator  from  either  Uie  Southern 
or  Middle  Districts,  who  had  been  chosen  as  a  Fed- 
eralist, and  the  Assembly  finally  elected  Israel  Carl^ 
ttom  the  Soathem^  and  Robert  Williams,  from  the 
Kiddle  District  l%e  Federal  members  chosen  were, 
Daniel  Parris,  and  Amos  Hall.  Mr.  CarPs  integrity, 
as  a  politician,  was  above  suspicion ;  but  Mr.  Wil* 
Gams  readily  listened  to  the  overtares  of  the  opposl- 
tion,  and  united  with  tlicm  in  bestowing  the  offices, 
ia  the  gift  of  the  Gouncii,  on  the  most  clamorous  par- 
lizans  in  the  Federal  ranks.  It  is  sufficient  to  add, 
that  this  desertion  of  his  party,  at  so  important  a 
crisis,  was  looked  upon  with  so  much  abhorrence, 
that  he  was  never  again  honored  with  the  confidence 
ef  his  fdlow  citizens. 

At  the  iirst  meeting  of  the  new  Conneilj  after  re- 
removing  th»  various  incumbents,  Abraham  Van 
Teshlen  was  appointed  Attorney  General ;  Daniel 


Digitized 


ld4  FOLIXICAJU  PA&TIES 

Hale,  Secretary  of  State  ;  Theodore  T.  W.  GiahaiHi 
Recorder  of  Albany ;  Jacob  Radclijff|  Mayor  of  NeW"* 
York;  Joaiah  O.  Hofiman,  Recorder ;  John  W^Mul- 
lisfan,  Surrogate;  and  Cadwallader  D.  Coldcii,  Dis- 
trict Attorney^  of  that  city.  James  Tahnadge  waa 
removed  from  the  office  of  Suzxogate  of  Dutchees 
cminty,  to  make  room  for  Thomas  J.  Oakley,  the  sanr 
in-law  of  Mr.  Williams.  Mr.  Oakley  was  a  young 
lawyer,  of  promising  abilities,  and  is  now  cm  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Superior  Court  of  thcf  city  and  comity 
of  New-Yolrk.  The  Coiuicii  made  thoioii^rii  work  of 
the  removals  from  office;  aiikd  Couoty  CleckSi  JudgeSi 
Sherifisi  District  AttomeySi  Surrogates,  and  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  were  constantly  made  to  feel  its  power. 

The  answer  to  the  Governor's  speech  elicited  a 
lengthy  debate  in  the  Assembly.  The  Fedecal  side 
of  the  question  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Yan  Yechr 
ten,  Cady,  and  Grosveaor,  who  openly  avowed  the 
opinion,  that  we  had  less  cause  of  oiieuse  toward 
Qreat  Biitain,  than  we  had  toward  Franoe.  The 
Republican  speakers  were,  Duct.  Mitchell,  of  New- 
York,  and  Messrs.  Skinner,  Van  Antwerp,  and  C!om- 
stock.  The  answer  reported  by  the  Federal  ccm- 
mittee  was  adopted,  by  a  vote  of  fifty^-nine  to  forty* 
six.  In  the  Senate,  the  Federalists  were  in  a  small 
minority ;  and  although  Qen*  Piatt,  and  Mr,  Paixiai 
resisted  the  adoption  of  an  answer  sustaining  the 

Viewb  of  Gov.  Tompkuis,  il  was  carried  by  a  strong 
vote ;  the  substitute,  ofiered  by  Gen.  Piatt,  receiving 
but  six  YOtes,  to  twenty*three  in  opposition.  The 
message  of  Gov.  Tompkins,  and  the  policy  of  Mr« 
Madison's  administration,  were  ably  defended  bf 
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DewiU  CimtoD,  aod  Judge  Taylor.  No  public  busi- 
ness of  geueml  importanoe  was  tiaiissetad  at  tfiii 

session.  Previous  to  the  adjournment,  Abraham  G. 
Lansing,  who  had  proved  a  fiokithful  and  etiicient  oS* 
eer,  was  ngmi  ebooea  Tveasurar  of  the  State. 

The  activity  of  the  Federalists,  in  making  prepa- 
rations for  the  approaching  election,  induced  serious 
tiffaKitmmaaB  in  the  minds  of  the  inMUgeiit  and 
lefleeCm^  men  fai  the  RepabUean  party,  diat  their 

prospects  of  success  were  extremely  doubtful.  The 
former,  of  course,  regarded  it  as  a  life  and  death  strug- 
gle with  them,  and  they  made  every  eflhrt  in  their 
power  to  increase  their  strength.  The  Republican 
party  were  by  no  means  disheartened,  and  at  the 
eancos  held  by  the  memben  of  the  Legialatiiiei  en 
Ae  6th  of  Pebraary,  Tompkins  and  Broome  wereie- 
nominated,  without  a  dissenting  voice.  Dewitt  Clin- 
ton drew  up  the  address  adopted  on  the  occasion, 
which  Thui  signed  by  all  the  BepoUiean  members. 
Crov.  Lewis  was  put  in  nomination  in  the  Southern 
District,  on  the  same  ticket  with  Gov.  TompkinSi  as 
41  candidate  for  Senator. 
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1810 — April  BflCtittt'  Activity  of  both  fjUftfag   Influence  of  the 

National  Government — The  Non-Intercourse  system  substituted 
for  the  Embargo  law — Re-fle<'tJon  of  Gov.  Tompkins — The  Mart- 
ling  Men — Dewitt  Clinton,  as  a  political  leader— Death  of  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  Broome  SiniiMi  of  the  Le|ialature  in  1811 — 
MovdHM&ti  of  the  Republican  Council — Casting  vote  of  Geor^ 
Clinton,  on  the  Bill  to  re-charter  the  United  States  Bank — Dewitt 
Clinton  nominated  as  the  Republican  candidate  for  Lieutenant 
Governor — The  Mechanics  and  Farmers*  Bank — Efiotts  of  the 
Martling  Men  to  defeat  Mr.  Clinton,  and  their  nomination  of  Ma- 
riniis  ^rnlet—Tammanv  Hall— Nicholas  Fish  nominated  for  Uen* 
iMBt  Governor,  by  the  Federalif(»-April  Election  of  181 1— EIm. 
tion  of  Mr.  Clinton— General  success  of  the  Democratic  party— 
Diiriniltif  s  b(  tween  Great  liritain  and  the  United  States — Dewitt 
Cimton's  determination  to  uupose  Mr.  Madison's  re-election— 
Ligidature  of  18ia~Batik  oc  America— Attempt  to  bribe  men* 
ben  of  the  two  houses — Prorogation  of  the  Legislature  by  Got. 
Tompkins — The  Albany  Rej^ister,  and  Mr.  Clinton's  friends,  op- 
posed to  the  Governor — April  Election — Federal  majority  in  the 
Assembly — Death  of  George  Cimton — He-assembling  of  the  L«g- 
]elataro--^lMrtfir  of  the  Bank  of  Amenct— Nominatton  of  Do* 
witt  Clinton,  as  the  candidate  of  the  Republican  party  in  New- 
York,  for  President — Opposition  to  the  nomination  in  the  Demo«- 
cratic  rasiks — Declaration  of  war  against  Great  Britain — Mr. 
Clinton  supported  by  the  Federalists — Meeting  of  the  Legislature, 
and  chmca  of  Clintonian  Flectors-^Re^lection  of  Madison — Tho 
Tammany  Society— The  National  Advocate — ^Henry  Wheato&— 
Legislature  of  1813 — Rufus  King  elected  United  States  Senator-*- 
Thomas  Addis  Emmett  appointed  Attomei"  General — <jideon 
Hawley — The  Federal  Council — Re-nomination  of  Gov.  Tomp- 
kins— Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  the  Federal  candidate  fur  Guvernur 
—1813. 

Thb  aniuial  election  in  April,  1810,  was  conduetod. 
widi  much  nTBimtii  and  activity.     The  lemo* 

val  of  the  Republicans  from  oiiice  iiad  the  natural 

teiideacy  to  call  out  ail  tlieir  foixm  The  Fedeial- 
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iflts  wm  equally  determined  on  maintaiiuiig  th» 
taidmsf  whkh  thsf  hid  acquimd  alkeff  so  many 

reverses  and  diSiippointments ;  but  the  substitution  of 
the  Noa-iutercourse  system  &x  the  Embargo  law,  the 
nteal  of  QsmX  firitiia  Id  ouij  Mr.  Bnkine't  tmtf 
into  ede<^  and  theinin^Kse  of  the  National  adminis- 
tration, were  insurmountable  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
tb^  moMflik  The  RepuUicaa  pii^  aehfamd  « 
MmpklB  tfiuniiik  in  dMi  SMa.  Scfvuuty^tiiM  tfuRK- 

sand  five  hiiudred  and  seventy-eight  votes  wore  cast 
ibr  Governor.  Mr*  Tompkins  received  iorty-threo 
tfwiiaiiid  and  wimltf4maj  and  Mr.  Piatt  diirtjr-ac 
thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-four.  The  Repub- 
licans elected  their  candidates  for  the  Senate,  in  all 
the  Diairioti^  and  a  laiga  nMjoocitjr  of  the  Hooie  at 
AmemVtf.  The  foQowinf  die  Senatcm  ehoflen 
at  this  election,  viz :  Ebenezer  White,  in  the  Southern 
District ;  James  W.  Wilkin,  and  Morgan  hswis^  m 
the  Mididle;  Heiury  Tatea,  Jr.,  in  die  EaMm;  and 
Nathan  Smitli,  lleuben  Humphrey,  ITenry  A.  Town- 
send,  and  l^^iudetus  Swift,  in  the  Western. 

The  c|iantiawof  the  Maxtliag  Mnafainal  Dewitt 
di&lm,  duringf  the  egmmar  of  1810,  were  perseref- 
ingly  continued.  Many  of  these  persons  were  in  the 
confidence  of  aer end  of  the  memb^  of  Mr.  Madiaon'a 
adhniiiialration,  and  weieaaentljr  aided  in  thafrnum- 

ments  by  the  influence  of  the  General  Government. 
Mr.  Clinton  possessed,  in  a  remarkable  degreOi  some 
€f  the  moal  important  attribotea  which  go  to  nmke  up 
Ae  character  of  tfie  leader  of  a  political  party.  His 
unJlinching  reliance  on  his  own  energies,  and  the 
piondindqpeadenfle»andindaBiitabtoa|^ 
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displayed  in  directing  the  efforts  of  his  friends,  who 
looked  up  to  hxm  as  tlieir  guid6|  mi  who  trusted  in 
liui  to  otif^  thMi  iftfe  thnmigh  0VQfjr  eiiiMgnicjrf  nd 
sustain  thepi  in  erery  crisis,  must  comnifuid  our  ad* 
miration.  But  the  great  defect  in  his  constitution, 
VttB  tb«^  tandaiicy  to  foigot,  aiid  to 
whieh  wm  neommxj  to  his  support    Ho  ynM 

too  apt  to  imag-ine  that  he  could  mould  every  thin^, 

on  the  spur  of  the  momenti  in  contbrmity  to  his  wish* 
^  Ho  diadained  to  xely  on  thoio  nsoiUGas  wfaieli, 

more  than  all  others,  are  necessary  to  a  party  chief; 

audi  like  the  gallant  Harry  Percy,  he  fancied  he  was 
.«  hoit  in  himseU^  but  in  the  bom  of  his  need,  the 
^spirits  whom  ho  summoned  would  not  always  to* 
:spond  to  his  call.  The  efforts  of  the  Martling  Men, 
»he  treated,  and  without  doubt  in  all  sincerity,  with 
tundisg^aised  contempt ;  whm  they  wore  cautikmsly, 

but  successfully,  laying  iheii  plaiis  for  his  eventual 

jprostration. 

Liettt  QoTomor  Bloome,  who  had  been  re-elected 

in  April  of  ttiis  year,  died  in  the  month  of  August. 
He  was  an  estimable  man,  and  a  good  citizen,  and  his 
loss  was  isgietted  by  a  laigo  number  of  personal 
Mnas  m  oocii  pertiss* 

The  Legislature  assembled  on  the  29th  day  <*f 
January,  1811.  Nathan  ^ianford,  of  New- York,  was 
diom  Speakeir^  by  thirty-one  m^ority,  OTortto  Fed- 
eral candidate.  Stephen  North,  of  Delaware  county, 
was  elected  Clerk.  On  the  30th  instant,  Benjamia 
Ooe,  JaaiM  W.  Wilkin,  John  McLean,  and  Pfailotao 
SwiSt,  were  chosen  membeis  of  the  Ooondl  of  Ap- 
pointment.   The  electioa  of  this  (jouncil  wasfi>llow^ 
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fld  by  proceedings  similar  to  ikose  vihkh  had  been  wil^ 
wwwciil ior  two orUupee yeiP pwf?iflati  AcnicmJind 
Mioiatioiis  iroro  die  ordor  itf  tibe  day «  Hr^HUdmA 

TOi  re-appoiiited  Attorney  General,  and  Mr.  Jenkins 
again  became  Secretary  of  State.  The  Mayoralty  of 
New-YoEkwa«re8loiedtoMr.C3iii^  aadMr.  Yalet 
was  re-appointed  Recoi  dr  i  of  Albany.  Every  officer  in 
the  State,  q£  any  consequence,  wilh  but  very  lew  ex.- 
ceptionSi  was  oude  to  imdergo  the  tortoie 
dal  gnQlotine ;  and,  in  some  instances,  the  Ifmiids  of 
Gov.  Lewis  were  taught  to  feel,  lioia  their  own  expe- 
lieQce,  that  they  weiie  as  insecure  ia  their  jihttes  as 
ftemcNit  open  and  avowed  Fedeialifti. 

The  impaiiod  he.dili  ol  Ali.  Sanford  compelled  lum 
to  resign  tiie  oliice  oi  Speaker,  on  the  14tli  ot  ii^'ebru- 
aiy,  William  Boss  was  diosm  to  fill  his  plaos. 

An  attempt  was  made  in  Congress,  during  the  win* 
ter  of  1811,  to  obtain  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  which  expiied  that  year*  The 
proceedii^  of  Aetwohousee,  while  the  question  woe  • 
pending,  excited  considerable  attention  ;  and  the 
speeches  on  botli  sides,  which  were  remarkable  for 
tibe  display  of  a  high  Oider  of  talent,  weie  md  wtfii 
avidity.  The  bill  finally  passed  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, but  was  rejected  in  the  Senate,  by  the 
casting  vote  of  Qeoige  Clintmni  the  Vioe  PzesideQt. 
This  act  brought  down  upon  that  gendemea  the 
severe  censuic  ot"  a  niuuber  of  Mr.  Madison's  friends, 
who  wielded  an  iyr^miMi^  influence  in  the  country, 
bat  it  ultimately  proved  to  be  highly  popubar  wilh  a 

large  majority  of  his  countrymen. 

Early  in  the  sessum  of  the  Kew-Yark  I^qpalatm^ 
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an  act  was  passed^  providing  for  the  election  of  a 
Lhnt  QomtBM]  and,  on  the  14th  of  Maicb,  Dewitt 
diiiloii  was  pot  in  notnimtioa  for  tbe  cAce,  at  a 
caucus  of  the  Republican  members.  This  selection 
was  made  with  great  uoammity.  The  office  itsalf 
was  menlj  one  of  honor,  aad  brougtit  with  it  no 

pecuniary  emoluments ;  but  it  is  probable  that  Mr» 
Clinton  was  anxious  to  have  some  ostensible  reasoa 
for  being  at  Albany  during  the  eeaaione  of  the 
latare,  and  taking  a  fmrt  in  the  politieal  motwnenti 
which  were  constantly  going  on  at  the  CapitoL 
9efiiie  the  ekse  of  the  aeseioni  the  Mecfaaniea  and 
Farmeni^  Bank,  of  Albany,  obtained  a  dudrter.  By 

the  terms  of  the  act  of  incorporation,  the  President, 
and  a  msyority  of  the  Directors,  were  required  to  be 
meebanlea.  These  pronei<nu  were  lepeaied  in  18W. 
Solomon  Southwick,  who  was,  at  this  time,  in  the 
enjoyment  of  a  large  share  of  public  favor  and  pa- 
tronage, aa  the  editor  and  publieher  of  the  Albany 
Segiater,  the  offieiai  Democratic  jonmal  in  the  Stvle^ 
was  the  fust  President  of  the  institution. 

Immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  the  inteliigence  in 
New-Yofk,  tiutt  Mr.  Clinton  had  been  pnt  in  nomi- 
nation  as  the  Republican  candidate  for  Lieut.  Gov- 
ernor, a  meeting  was  called  in  MartUug's  Long  Room, 
a  pnblie  honee  ftonting  the  Ptak^  now  better  known 
hf  the  name  of  Itenmany  Hall.  Mangle  Minthome 

presided  at  this  meetuio^.  and  John  Bingham  officiated 
aa  Secretary.  After  adopting  a  preamble  and  reeola^ 
tiona,  setting  forth  tiiefar  reasons  fixr  believing  that 

Dewitt  Clinton  was  determined  to  establish,  in  his 
parson, a  pejiiiciausiaaiUy  aristocracy;  thatdevotioa 
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tohimiuMi  \ma,  in  a  great  meMiice,  xoadA  tte »r 
chmvBtait  of  mim%  and  tte  only  pMtport.  to  imnio* 

tion" ;  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  election  of  Mr. 
Mtdiioo  U>  the  Praiidency,  and  could  no  longer  be 

BUS  Willett,  an  aotifB  Lewisite,  wos  nominated  as 
the  EepubUcau  candidate  ior  Lieut.  Governor,  and  a 
^OMUttes  iqyrimlftd  lo  pcomoto  hi#  riwtkwii  timikit- 
iiif  of  Tenub  Woitnioii,  a  iram  fiiaod  of  diatonitt 

the  contest  with  Burr,  Dr.  Samuel  L.  Mitchell,  John 
FficgttsoQ,  and  Mattbow  L.  Dairaa.  Ck)L  Willett  had 
km  an  offioor  iii  tho  Aaioneaii  w&rwkoitf  dnriBg  tte 
levolutionary  war,  and  possessed  considerable  influ- 
ence and  popularity.  It  was  coniideatly  asserted,  in 
the  couM  of  Ihia  atn^gk  belwaia  tba  agfomog 
itttiooB  in  tba  EaptdbUean  lanks,  that  PimdMit  Mad- 
ison  favored  the  enemies  of  Mr.  Clinton  ;  and,  as  if 
to  con^m  the  truth  of  tlie  allegation,  Nathan  Sanford| 
Aa  matoBt  AUmsr  o£  tfaa  Unilad  Stataa,  in  Nov- 
York,  publicly  acted  with  the  supporters  of  Mr.  Willett. 

Soon  after  the  Martlin^  meetmg,  the  Ciintoniana 
MMinHad  ol  tho  Union  Hotal,  for  tba  pupoat  of 
pming  tba  nwninalinn  of  lb.  Olintim ;  bul  bafim 
they  had  proceeded  to  business,  the  Martling  Men 
rushed  in,  and  compelled  tham  lo  aqtaiato  in  coo- 
fiMMk  Tho  Fbdaialiata  aeloBtad  Nkbolaa  Fiih  oa 
their  candidate  for  Lieut.  Governor,  Previous  to  the 
election,  the  manner  of  nominating  the  Republican  can* 
didalaa  ior  Sanalota  waa  cbaogad*  ImlMMlof  alkm^ 
iof  tiio  members  of  AssanUy  from  mch  District  to 
make  the  selection,  District  Conventions  were  heldf 

(ifiiBpoitid  fnf  drtupilM  fir'Hft  tliB  i^ifyfirmi  oountiaik 
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*  But  little  ammatimi  ptereiM  at  the  electi<m|  ex- 
cept in  the  eitjr  of  New^Tevlc,  where  a  large  nmnber 

of  Mr.  Clinton's  opponents  voted  for  tlie  Federal  can- 
didate. The  Fed^ai  Assembly  ticket  also  succeeded 
ill  tfiat  citf ,  by  erer  fcwteoi  hundred  majority ;  Sam- 
nd  Jones,  Jr.,  the  present  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supe- 
rior Court  of  New-York,  und  Peter  W.  Radcliff,  were 
among  the  memberB  elect.  The  Senators  dected  liiiflr 
year  were,  Nathan  Sanford,  from  the  Southern ;  Wfl» 
liam  Taber,  and  Krastus  Root,  from  the  Middle ;  John 
Tayler,  Kuggles  Hubbard|  Elisha  Arnold,  audKetchel 
Biriiop^ from  the  Eastern;  and  Gasper  M^RonsOiitom 
^e  Western  District ;  all  Republicans.  Notwith- 
standing there  were  two  candidates  arrayed  against 
bim,  Ifr.  CHinton  was  ehoeen- Lieut  Governor,  by  s 
large  majority. 

The  breach  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
8late%  which  commenced  in  1806,  continued  gradti-* 
aRy  to  widen,  down  to  Ae  year  1611,  when  it  began 

to  assume  a  far  more  serious  and  threatening  aspect. 
On  the  first  day  of  March,  Mr.  Pinckney,  the  Ameri- 
ean  Minister,  fermally  took  leaTs  of  the  Prince  Be- 
gent  AAmr  tfiia  termmation  of  oor  diplomatic  inter- 
course, it  was  generally  thought  that  a  rupture  with 
the  English  Goremment  was  inevitable.  The  Ameri- 
ean  harbors  were  filled  with  French  vessels^  which 

were  fitted  out  as  privateers,  and  did  considerable 
damage  to  the  English  shipping.  On  the  16th  of 
ifay,  the  frigale  Prcrident,  commanded  by  Oommo- 
dete  Rodg^s,  was  atti^to»d  by  the  British  sloop  of 

war.  Little  Belt,  whose  officers  vainly  imagined  they 

wese  a  maidi  for  a  fitt  saperKflr  £»i€e.  The  idttte 
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MtioOf       WIS  tim  'flipffgTf*^iTfy^^y  pmnittsd  U> 

return  to  its  harbor.  The  intelligence  of  tliis  colli- 
sion inlianied  the  feeiijQ^s,  and  aroused  tiie  patnousiOy 

of  the  AmaficaQ  paqplei  to  Ibe  higbesi  piloh.  The 
right  otw&tmii  daimed  by  Ite  Bridfh  Govemmnt^ 

and  resisted  by  tiie  American,  affected  too  nearly  the 
mikmk  honor,  to  be  yielded  without  a  atrygyle;  end 
«i  eoeanmiodetkm  of  Ihie,  end  ot^ 

pute,  was  rendered  more  difficult,  on  account  of  th0 
lalusai  .to  recall  the  otyectionabie  ordiers  m  Council, . 
iriueh  -wm  innted  upon  by  tbe  nufliorilieg  of  Ite 
United  States,  as  sa  indiflpeiiseUs  fueKiiiiiMry  to  any* 
definite  arrangement.   President  Madison  seems,  at. 
SboL  to  hsYB  itifHmi^  to  the  oDUikiiu  Ihet  the  Non*- 
Inteiooiifse  syrtem  ifoiiM  e?etttiiaUy  ta 
Government  to  terms  ;  and,  there forCj  did  not  recom- 
mend the  adoption  ol  decided  aud  energetic  nieasuxes. 
This  eUedged  dilstoriiieai  on  the  part  of  the  £sBe«h> 
tive,  was  severely  censured  by  many  of  his  warmest 
iiiends ;  and  upon  the  urgent  remonstcances  of  Mr* 
ChfiSnd  otbeiSy  haves  indneed,  in  his  animel  mas-  - 
a^e  toGot^vess,  to  call  their  attentioii  lotheiiiipm- 

tive  necessity  of  increasini;  the  army,  and  raising" 
i&oney,for  the  purpose  of  protecting  theinlerestS|efid^ 
drfsnding  the  lights  of  Ae  netioQ.  * 

•  Amon^  others  who  complained  of  (he  inciliciency 
of  Mr.  Madison,  was  Dewitt  ChutoUi  who,  early  ia« 
iba  smnmsr  of  ISUybsfSfli  to  neke  piepeiilioiie  fiir* 
takinf^  die  field  as  the  opposing  eendidhrte^  at  tfi^ 

ensuing  Presidential  election.    In  the  then  excited 

atttie  of  pul?jiif  ieeliiigi  it  would  heYO  been  oo  diffieultr 
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maUec  to  persuade  a  large  aumber  of  Ihe  most  ardaui 
DwaocBali;  tfaftt  the  pra^^ 
idont,  wm  indiiUlaUe  eridenees  of 

and  cowardice;  but  when  it  was  discovered  tlmt  Mr. 
GUnton  was  acting  in  concert  with  the  leaders  of  the 
SWmd  party,  whom  be  had  ao  bilterty  dMiemieed 

oil  a  farmer  occnsioii,  lie  was  abandoned  by  nearly 
all  his  jEi.epublicaa  ^^dends,  with  the  exception  of  his 
mcne  devoted  p^ff^ff^^  adhaienta  in  this  State*  The 
New-Tork  Legislature  had  passed  an  act  dnrifig  tibe 
sessionof  1811,  appointing  Governeur  Morris,  Stephen 
Tea  Benasriaer,  Oewilt  Clinton,  Williain  Htnelbj  Sun- 
eon  Dewitty  Tiwnias  Eddy,  Fster  B.  Bovler,  Bdbeit 

R.  Livingston,  and  Robert  Fulton,  Commissioners  to 
make  application  to  Congress,  ox  to  any  State  as  Tec- 
ritory,  or  to  pcinia  ind&Tidnahs  or  oompsnies^  to  co- 
operate with  New- York,  or  to  furnish  means,  for  car- 
rying into  efiect  the  project  of  improving  the  naviga- 
tion between  the  Hudson  rhrer  and  the  Western  lakea 
This  was  the  first  step  taken  towards  the  eommenoe* 

ment  of  the  Canal  system  of  this  State,  and,  although 
fiu  from  being  a  party  measure  in  its  mceptioni  afford- 
ed am  opportunity  to  the  Martling  Men,  espeeiaUj 
after  Mr.  Clinton  and  Mr.  Morris  visited  Washington 
together  in  December,  shortly  after  the  commence- 
nent  of  the  sesedon  iif  Congress^  to  charge  the  fbiinsr 
with  making  electkmeevuig  jonmeys,  and  with  fimir* 
in^  the  canal  project,  rather  as  a  political  hobby  to 
ride  into  power,  than  as  a  measiue 
mote  liie  best  inteNSte  of  the  Stetei 

Another  project,  originating  with  a  number  of  Fed- 

onlistsi and aiew  of  lilbu  Clinton's  fmenia, attracted 
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The  Adhm  of  the  United  Btaten  Bank  to  obtain  a  m- 

charter,  having  thrown  a  large  amount  of  capital  out 
of  eircoiation,  a  plan  was  finrmed  to  eataUiriia  bank<- 
tag  insdtatkm  in  ih&  dtf  of  Nev-Totk,  witti  a  capi- 
tal of  six  millions  of  dollars,  luusmiich  as  a  majority 
of  the  Legislature  were  Republicans,  aud  would,  of 
eomse,  be  jealous  of  any  attempt  to  eh  arter  a  cmipany 
possessing  so  much  power,  to  be  wielded  by  their  |>o- 
liticai  opponents,  David  Thomas,  a  Republican  mem- 
ber of  Congress  in  1798,  and  subsequently  Treasum 
nf  tbe  State,  and  Solomon  Southwfek,  the  editor  and 

proprietor  of  the  Albany  Register,  were  selected  as  the 
confidential  agents  of  the  company,  to  operate  upon 
the  Dsmocratie  membeis,  in  adTsnoe  of  ihb  appioadi- 
ing  winter  session. 

The  liCgislature  convened  on  the  28th  day  of  Jan- 
Utty,  1812.  Alexander  Sheldon,  the  old  Bepabliean 
UpMkeT)  frtm  Montgomery  eonnty,  was  again  ehosefi, 
and  Samuel  North  was  elected  Clerk.  The  Governor, 
in  his  speech  to  the  two  houses,  called  their  att^tion 
t0  die  antieipatied  application  for  an  increase  of  tho 
bank  ni<T  capital  of  the  State,  and  expressed  his  seri- 
ous doubts,  wheth^or  no  banks  had  not  already  been 
^oraltiirfied  to  an  alarming  extent.;^*  but  no  allusion 
mm  made  to  tfie  projected  internal  improTement 
scheme,  or  to  the  proceedings  oi  tiic  Commissioners, 
mder  die  law  passed  at  the  previous  session.  The 
Oooneil  of  Appointment  ehosmtfiis  year,  consisted  of 
William  W.  Gilbert,  Johannns  Bruyn,  Henry  Yates, 
Jr  .  and  Frsmcis  A.  Bloodgood,  who  were  friendly  to 
lb.  CtiDtoa)  and  disposed  lo  cany  out  his  wishes^ 
10 
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On  tiw  Ml  day  of  FUbmary,  Dvfid  Tbtmam  was 

appointed  State  Treasurer,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Lan- 
sing, by  an  act  ai  the  Le^iaLature,  pasted  on  that  day.. 
This  appoiatmeDtwasregaidedaaancawtiM 

to  strengthen  the  bank  interest,  by  a  porUon  of  the 
Democratic  members,  upwards  at  twenty  of  wbooi 
lefiised  to  Tole  for  Mr.  Thomas. 

The  application  {or  the  uicoriXMntion  of  the  Bank 
of  America,  was  made  at  an  early  day  in  the  session*. 
Besides  other  jjfyiwM^WfiKfnft^  held  out  to  the  litgiila- 
tme  in  tfie  petition,  a.  bonus  of  six  htindied  IhouMiad 
dollars  was  offered  for  the  chaiitr,  to  be  paid  and 
distributed  m  the  ioUowmg  manner:  four  [lundred 
thottsandik^Uaistobepsid  totheCoiwncttSG^^ 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  Literatme  fund ; 
and  one  himdred  thousand  dollars  to  tiie  Treasury 

liie  State,  at  tbeaiMiof  twmtyyeanii provided  no  oAor 
.  bank  chaiterdioold  be  granted  in  the  mean  tii^  It 

was  also  proposed  to  loun  oiieinillion  oi' dollars  lo  the 
State,  at  &ve  per  cent,  mterest,  for  the  constcuctiou  of 
oanals ;  and  the  ssme  amount  to  fsrmeni,  at  six  per 
cent  These  proposals  were  printed  in  hand-bill 
form,  and  wore  circulated  all  over  the  State.  Gov» 
Toii^ikin%  Judge  Spsnoer,  Judge  Tayler,  and  other 
prominent  Republicans, cameout  openly  and  decidedly 
against  the  measure.  Dewitt  Clinton  also  aimounced 
his  objections  to  granting  the  chartei^  but  at  the  same 
time  deoiaied,  that  he  should  not  be  drawn  into  a 

quarrel  with  those  of  his  friends  who  chose  to  advo- 
cate it.   This  determiuation  led  to  an  estrangement 
bermen  himself  and  his  faiothec^in-Iaw,  Judge  Spesi*-- 
cer,  who  was  oharged  widi  being  actuated  by  selfish^ 
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motives,  on  account  of  his  connection  with  the  State 
Bauk,  and  the  Mauiiattaa  Coxnfmiy,  whictx  ukixoaUely' 
led  to  the  most  bitter  peraonal  hoitilily*  Gen. 
Thonicis,  Mr.  South  wick,  and  other  active  agents,  m 
tiie  attempt  to  procure  the  charter,  were  loud  ux  their 
pcaises  of  Mr.  Clinton,  and  avowed  tfaeir  preferenoM 
for  him  «  the  candidate  for  the  next  Pvesidencf'. 
Influences  of  this  character,  and  othei-s  still  more  cor- 
rapt  and  indefensible,  were  brought  to  bear  li^^on  the 
merabeie.  The  whoie  buainess  of  legiBlation  was  re- 
tarded, and  a  regular  system  of  ])riber\ .  almost  with- 
out parallel  in  the  history  of  civilised  govemmentSi 
was 

of  the  bill  in  the  AmiDhly,  by  avoteof  fifty-eight  to 

thirty-nine.  The  attempts  of  the  agents  of  the 
conq»ny  to  obtain  votes  ibr  the  charter,  by  means  of 

the  most  diameleis  bribery  and  corruption,  were  made 

kiiowu  before  the  bill  went  to  the  Seiiale,  and  a  motion 

was  made  iu  that  body,  when  in  committee  <tf  the 
whoi%  to  reject  xt,  which  was  kwt;  thirteen  Seciaton 
voting  in  the  affirmative,  and  fifteen  in  the  negative. 

The  result  of  the  vote  in  committee,  and  the  iact 
that  Edward  P.  Livingston,  a  £nend  of  the  biU|  occu- 
pied the  Chair,  and  hadnot  TotedJ  lendered  it  certain 
that  the  charter  would  be  granted,  if  means  were  not 
taken  to  prevent  it.  Accordmgiy,  Gov.  Tompkms, 
0a  the  27th  day  of  March,  sent  a  message  to  the  Leg- 
islature, proroguing  it  until  the  21st  of  May,  Imme- 
diately upon  the  reception  of  the  message,  a  scene  of 
liolenoe  and  confusion  ensued,  which,  at  one  time, 
promised  to  anarchy  and  violenoe.  The  Got- 
ecnor,  who  had  only  ejLcrcised  the  j^wer  vested  in 
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'him  by  the  C<mstitutioa  of  1777,  wcus  denounced  in 
iinmeasared  terms,  as  a  tyrant  and  imurper.  All  the 

prejudices  that  could  possibly  be  arrayed  against  him, 
were  seized  upon  with  avidity,  and  it  was  earnestly 
-asaertedi  on  the  part  of  the  hank  mm^  that  Mr. 
'Tompkins  was  looking  forward  to  his  own  elevation  . 
to  the  Presidency,  at  some  future  time ;  and  that  his 
^nly  object  in  proroguing  the  Legislature,  was  to 
^prevent  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Clinton  by  a  Legisla^ 
*tive  caucus,  in  auticipatioii  of  the  selection  of  Mr. 
Madison  by  the  Democratic  members  of  Congress* 
This  charge  was  wholly  unsupported  by  proof,  and 
the  prorogation  certainly  could  not  have  produced 
any  such  effect,  as  a  caucus  might  have  been  held 
just  as  well  after  it,  as  at  any  other  time,  if 
the  bank  men,  who  professed  to  be  fiiendly  to  Mn 
Clinton,  had  not  expressly  refused  to  attend,  as  was 
the  case.   The  reason  assigned  by  the  Govern  m  for 
Ae  prorogation,  was,  that  sufficient  proof  had  beea 
made  to  him,  that  the  applicants  for  the  charter  had 
corrupted,  or  attempted  to  corrupt,  the  members  of 
the  Legislature;  and,  in  this. view  of  the  case,  the 
'  exercise  of  this  e:|:traoidinary  power  was  jt»tifiable. 
That  the  proof  to  which  the  Governor  alluded  was 
of  the  most  convincing  character,  is  pretty  evideat, 
from  the  fact,  that  John  Martin,  one  of  the  agents  of 
the  bank,  was  afterwards  convicted  of  attempting  to 
bribe  certain  of  the  members,  and  sentenced  to  the 
Stale  prison.  Gen.  Thomas  was  indicted  for  an  at- 
tempt to  bribe  Gasper  M.  Rouse,  a  Senator  fiom  the 
county  of  Olienango,  and,  on  the  trial,  it  appeared  tliat 
in  the  &U  of         he  had  distinctly  nuide  the  offiajt 
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to  Mr.  Rouse)  to  take  ten  sham  of  the  stock  of  the  con* 

tern  plated  bank  ;  and  upon  the  refusal  of  the  latter  to 
accept  the  oHeii  on  the  ground  that  he  was  not  a 
6nmd  to  l»iik%  and  had  no  money  to  mvest  in  thenii 
Mt.  lloinas  pledged  himself  that  Ronse  should  leal- 
ize  one  thouiiand  dollars  profit  on  the  stock.  It  like- 
wise appeaiedi  that  sometime  in  March,  1812,  when 
it  "was  feared  that  Aeie  would  he  an  investigation  of 
the  corrupt  means  used  by  the  friends  of  the  bank, 
Mr.  Thomas  went  so  iiar  as  to  assure  iiousei  that  lie 
riionid  have  the  <me  thousand  dollars,  at  the  same 
time  requesting"  him  not  to  divulge  what  had  trans- 
pired between  them.  It  was  successfully  urged,  on  the 
part  of  the  d^ense^  that  Rouse's  conduct  was  wholly 
inconsistent  with  the  testimony  against  Thomas,  as 
he  liad  supported  the  latter  for  State  Treasurer,  in 
February,  1812.  The  prcrjudice  excited  in  this  man- 
near  against  Rouse,  who  appears  to  have  been  a  well 
meaning  man,  though  not  very  cautious  or  shrewd, 
operated  so  far  with  the  jury  as  to  secure  the  acquittal  of 
Tliomas,  who  afterwards  denied  the  ftcts  stated  by 
Kcmse,  in  an  extrajudicial  affidavit.  Solomon  South- 
wick  was  also  indicted  and  tried,  in  Montgomery 
coimty,  for  an  attempt  to  bribe  Doct.  Sheldon,  the 
Speaker  of  the  Assembly.  The  testimony  against 
Mi.  South  wick  was  positive,  and  almost  conclusive, 
but  the  jury  were  beset  with  the  same  argument 
wiiich  produced  such  an  influence  in  the  case  of  Qm* 
Thomas,  viz:  that  Doct, Sheldon  had  voted  for  South- 
wick  as  a  Regent  of  the  University,  long  alter  the 
attempt  to  bribe,  charged  in  the  indictment ;  and,  cour 
aeqiiently,  they  found  ttie  defimdant  not  guilty. 
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Before  the  members  lefk  Albany,  sftef  the  piDtoga- 

tion,  an  address  to  their  constituents  was  adopted,  and 
signed  by  thirty-nine  Republicans,  approving  of  the 
measure.  Twenty^eight  members,  belonging  to  the 
same  party,  pabltshed  a  formal  pretest  against  the 
course  of  the  Governor.  The  Albany  Register  im- 
mediately took  ground  against  Gov.  Tompkins,  Judge 
Spencer,  Judge  Tayler,  Mr.  Jenkins,  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  their  Iricuds,  all  of  whom  it  attacked  with 
great  seventy.  Judge  Spencer,  and  his  friends,  soon 
after  established  a  paper,  mniet  the  name  of  The 
Albany  Republieati,"  to  defend  tfiemselTes  against 
the  charges  made  in  the  Register,  which  was  kept  in 
existence  a  few  months,  but  discontinued  daring  the 
following  summer. 

The  April  election  found  the  Repnbiicaii  party 
completely  divided ;  ^nd  the  Federalists  were  en- 
abled, wiAout  much  exertion,  to  secnre  a  small  ma* 
jority  in  the  Assembly.  The  Republicans  still  pre- 
.  served  a  majority  on  joint  ballot.  Two  Republican 
tickets  were  supported  in  the  Southern  and  Eastern 


Clinton ian  candidates  received  nearly  double  the 
number  of  votes  cast  for  the  Martiing  ticket.  Peter 
W.  Raddiff,  and  Elbert  H.  Jones,  eleeted  to  the  8en« 
ate  from  the  Southern  District,  and  Gernt  Wendell, 
from  the  Eastern  District,  were  Federalists.  Martin 
Tan  Burai,  chosen  in  the  Middle  District,  and  Francis 
A.  Bloodgood,  Archibald  S.  Clarke,  Russel  Atwater, 
and  Henry  Hager,  in  the  Western  District,  were  Re- 
publicans. 

George  Clmton,  the  Tice  President  of  the  United 


Senatorial  Districts. 
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^SiBtaa^  died  im  ttis  90th  daj  of  Aprils  lit  Ae 

4g6 of  89vmty«Are6  ydWfs.  FVrt  non  ov^r  possefsed, 

in  a  greater  degree,  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  a 
poiitical  party.  For  a  scries  of  years,  he  had  been 
leec^rniaed  as  the  leader  of  the  New-Toik  Republi- 
cans. Their  suffrages,  and  influence,  liad  elevated 
him  to  various  plaoes  of  trust  aud  houor,  and  his  death 
«hcited  a  getmal  and  sincere  eKpreasioiii  of  regret. 

Prior  to  the  re-assembling  of  the  L^slatnre,  an 
attempt  was  made  by  John  C.  Spencer,  Eli  Hill,  and 
Others,  to  procure  the  appointment  o£  two  additional 
Judges  of  the  Snpieme  Court,  for  the  purpose  of 
arresting,  and  preventing,  the  p^issago  of  the  bill  to 
incorporate  the  Bank  of  America.  Judges  Lansuig, 
Xent,  Thoflupson,  and  Tan  Ness,  who  constituted  a 
majority  of  the  Council  of  Revision,  were  understood 
to  be  friendly  to  the  charter  j  while  the  Governor,  and 
Judges  Spencer  and  Yates,  were  opposed.  The  Coon-> 
eil  ^  Appointment  had  the  power  to  create  as  many 
additional  Judges  as  they  thono^ht  proper :  but  they 
wisely  refrained  from  conuxuttmg  one  wrong,  with  a 
Tiew  of  preventing  another,  even  though  of  a  much 

.graver  character. 

The  Legislature  assembled  on  the  21st  of  May, 
toid  the  Smate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bUl 
inoorporating  the  Bank.  Erestus  Root,  of  Delaware 

county,  vehemently  opposed  its  passage,  and  de- 
nounced the  conduct  of  the  friends  of  the  bank  in  the 
strongest  terms.  The  other  side  of  the  question  was 
pniicipiilly  maintained  ])y  Morgan  Lewis, the  lateGov- 
-ernor.  The  bill  hnaliy  passed,  by  the  following  vote : 
Jyes— Arnold,  Bishop^  Haight,  Hall|  Uofdaos,  Hum« 
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phries,  Lewis,  Livingston,  Mwrtiiiy  Parhs,  Pbelp8|. 
Had,  fiicli,  Smidly,  Smith,  Steams^  and  Tabar-HseF- 
enteen.  Nays — ^Bloodgood,  Carl,  Coe,  Gilbert,  Hub- 
bard, Root|  Rouse,  Sanford,  Tayier,Townsend,  Wbite^ 
WiUdDj  and  Yate»-4lurteen. 

The  Fedeial  oiembeni  of  both  faomea  supported  the 
bill,  with  a  single  exception — Mr.  Lo  nil  lard,  of  New- 
York.  An  investigation  of  the  circumstwoes connected 
iirilh  theaf^ication  for  the  charter,  was  had  in  the  As- 
sembly, before  the  final  adjournment,  and,  from  the  af- 
fidavits of  Silas  iluhnes,  Nathaniel  Cobb,  BeimetBick- 
nell,  iu  C.  Comstocki  and  Isaac  Ogden,  all  members  of 
that  body,  it  appears  that  the  charge  made  against  the 
friends  and  agents  of  the  bank,  of  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion, was  established,  to  the  entire  satisiaction  of  every 
fflMniid  and  impartial  man. 

On  the  28th  day  of  May,  a  caucus  of  the  Republi- 
can members  was  held,  at  which  Dewitt  Clinton  was 
nominated,  as  the  candidate  of  the  Democratic  party 
in  this  State  for  the  Presidency.  Qor.  Lewis,  N«* 
than  Sariford,  and  others,  did  not  attend  the  caucus  • 
and  the  Martiing  Men  were  subsequently  very  active 
in  their  opposition*  Judge  Spencer,  and  Judge  Tay- 
ler,  at  first  declined  taking  any  part  in  the  matter,  but 
afterwards  acquiesced  in  the  nominati(»L  Gen.  Root 
made  an  able  and  eloquent  speech  against  the  nomi* 
nation,  at  a  preliminary  meeting  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  • 
Clinton.  He  expressed  his  sincere  admiration  of  the 
character  and  abilities  of  Clinton,  but  heargued  witli 
great  earnestness,  that  that  gentleman  could  not  suc«. 

ceed  as  the  Ropublicaii  candidate;  and  that  as  tiie^ 

Federal  candidate,  he  ought  not  to  be  supported* 
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The  Legislature  acyauiaed  on  thA  20th  day  o£  iwu^ 
and  an  the  same  day  an  act  was  passed  in  Coogress, 

declaring  war  against  Great  Britain.  The  vote  in 
the  House  of  Kepieseutatives,  stood  seventy-nine  to 
ibrtjr-iuiie.  Most  of  the  Democraitio  moDibQii  iiom 
diis  Stale  Toled  against  the  msMUre,  on  die  ground, 
as  they  aliedged,  that  the  country  was  not  prepared 
fiur  a  war,  and  that  extensive  preparations  were  neces- 
Mry,  before  a  belligeient  attitude  could,  with  any 
propriety,  be  assumed.  iMi.  German,  one  of  the  New- 
York  Senators  in  Congxess^  and  a  warm  and  decided 
fnead  of  Itewitt  CUintoDi  opiXMed  the  war  in  a  speech 
and  TOtod  against  the  bill.  It  was  said  tfiat  be 
represented  the  views  and  feelings  oi  Mr.  Clinton, 
and  the  chaqpe  was  made  against  the  latter,  tluHigfa 
upon  oonjeotuie  scdely,  that  he  opposed  Ae  passage 
of  the  cict  at  this  time,  through  fear  that  it  would 
have  the  tendency  to  increase  Mr.  Madison's  strength, 
and  be  certain  to  defeat  his  own  electian.  A  laige 
nmjority  of  the  Republicans  in  the  other  States  in  the 
Union,  warmly  approved  of  the  declaration ;  and  it 
erentuaUy  proved  to  be  highly  popular  with  the  party* 

In  the  month  of  August,  Thoouui  Addis  Emmetty 
the  eloquent  Irish  advocate,  wixs  appointed  Attorney 
General  of  the  StatOy  in  the  place  of  Matthias  EL  Uilr 
dzeth,  deceased. 

An  attempt  was  made,  in  September,  to  induce  Mr. 
Clinton  to  withdraw  from  the  Presidential  canvass. 
An  interriew  was  had  between  Genu  King,  a  Bapub^ 
lican  from  the  Stateof  MassaDhueetla^of  eonaidmUb 
iniluence,  and  Judge  Spencci  and  Judge  Tayler,  for 

tihe  purposed  accomplishing  this  object^  and  a  letter 
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was  written  by  the  two  latter  gentlemen,  to  Bioliaid 
Biker,  of  Nfinr-Yock,  m  aethre  and  laadhig  membar 
of  the  OUntoiiiaii  Oomnritlea,  in  iiliieh  they  leeom* 

mended  the  immediate  adoption  of  this  course.  Mr. 
Biker  replied  to  the  lett^,  oa  the  7th  day  of  Ootoberi 
affltimtig  thai  the  people  bad  made  Mr.  Olmton  acan* 
didate,  and  that  liis  narrie  could  not  be  withdrawn. 
This  correspondence  was  published,  and  occasioned 
no  litdeeKcitement  in  die  political  eiielea  of  the  Staleu 
The  Legislature  convened  on  the  2d  day  of  Novem- 
ber, for  tlie  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice 
Pkeaident  Jacob  B.  Van  Benaselaer,  a  Fedml  mem- 
ber  from  Golwnbia  county,  was  elected  Speaker,  by 
thirteen  majority,  over  William  Ross,  the  RepubUcau 
candidate.  James  Van  Ingen  was  chosen  Clerk.  It 
was  soon  diaoovered,  tiiat  some  twenty  of  the  Bepnb- 
lican  members  of  the  Legislature,  at  the  head  of  whom 
was  Geu.lioot,  would  not  consent,  in  any  event,  to  vote 
for  Clintonian  Electors*  Thioogh  the  tact  and  ad- 
dress <if  Martin  Van  Bnren,  wbo  appeared  in  pnUie 
Hfe  for  the  first  time  at  tins  session,  and  siipi)orted 
Mr.  Clinton  as  the  regular  Bepublican  candidate  in 
this  SlatOi  a  Oiintonian  ticket  was  adeeted,  and  after- 
wards  nominated  in  the  Senate.  The  Assembly  made 
choice  oi  Federal  Electors.  On  a  joint  ballot  ol  the 
tiro  bouses,  the  Clintonian  ticket  received  seventy- 
tm  votes,  Ihe  Federal  forty-five,  and  there  were 
twenty-eight  blank  votes.  Gen.  Root,  and  the  other 
firiands  of  Mr.  Madison,  cast  the  blank  tickets ;  and  a 
povtion  of  the  Fedenlists  voted  for  the  Clintonian 

Electors^  m  order  to  secure  their  nomination. 

A  new  apportionment  4rf  the  members  oi  Congress 
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wider  the  ceiffitis  taken  m  1810.  The  Congressional 
election  was  therefore  postponed  until  December, 
when  the  Federalists  snoeeeded  in  Meeting  twmty  of 
ihe  Ibirtjr  members  chosen  from  this  State.  Egbert 
Benson,  then  far  advanced  in  life,  was  one  of  the 
number.  The  result  of  this  election  elevated  the 
hopes  ai  the  Federalists,  and  was  a  soiuoe  of  deep 

morUficatinu  to  llu  ir  opponents. 

Among  the  numerous  combinations  and  factions 
that  were  arrayed  against  Mr.  CUntmi,  in  the  cchh- 
tBst  181S,  was  flie  Tammany  Soei^y,  or  Cotambi* 
an  Order,  in  the  city  of  New- York.  This  institution 
was  founded  by  William  Mooney,  an  tiphdstexer,  diH 
ring  Ifae  adminiBtration  of  Waiftiington,  in  opposition 

to  the  Cinciunati  Society,  which  was  said  to  be  aris- 
tocrat ical  in  its  tendency.  It  derives  its  name  from 
the  Indian  Chief  Tammany^  whose  attachment  to 
Uberty  was  greater  than  his  love  life."  Its  pre- 
ssing officer  is  a  Grand  Sachem,  who,  with  thirteen 
other  Sachems,  form  a  Grand  Oomieily  by  whom  file 
opmticns  of  the  Society  ara  condneted.  In  the  regu- 
lations of  the  Order,  the  year  is  divided  into  seasons, 
viz :  the  season  of  snow,  the  season  of  blossoms,  and 
Ike  season  of  frnits.  One  of  the  objects  4^  tfie  <br« 
mation  of  this  institution  was,  to  counteract  the  cen- 
tralizing tendencies  of  the  Federal  system,  and  every 
member  was  leqnired,  at  his  initiation,  to  icqpeat  and 
sabscribe  an  asseveration,  that  he  wonld  *^  sostain  the 
State  institutions,  and  resist  a  consolidation  of  power 
in  the  General  Grovemn^nt"  Most  peisons  of  iiodu* 
ence  andstanding  in  New-Yorfc^were,  at  fixM,  members 
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of  the  Society  j  and|  as  it  was  not  connected  with  party 
politk»,  its  anniimsaryi  which  wnB  held  on  the  I26i 
ci  May,  vns  regarded  as  a  hdyday.  The  oppositoi 
of  President  Washington  to  '-self-created  societies,* 
.aUterwards  induced  a  large  prqportiaa  of  its  members 
to  abandon  it,  and  it  Aen  began  to  assume-a  partf 
character,  and  tocik  ij]  ound  in  favoi  of  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son. The  institution  gradually  increased  in  numbersy 
and  in  1818,  its  membeis,  many  of  whom  weie  the 
leaders  of  ^  Hartling  Men,  made  a  powetrfhl  rally 
in  support  of  Mr.  Madjusoii. 

Upon  the  final  canvass  at  Washington,  it  appeared 
Aat  Jamee  Ibdison  and  Elbridge  Gerry,  the  r^ulac 
DcniGcraUc  candidates  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent, had -each  received  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
TOtee;  and  that  Dewitt  Cainton  had  leceired  eighty'* 
nine  votes  for  President,  and  Jared  IngersoU  fifty-seven 
for  Vice  President.  The  votes  of  New-Hampshire^ 
Maseaehnsetts,  Bhode  Island,  Gonneeticat,  New- Yoik^ 
New-Jersey,  Delaware,  and  finre  of  Aose  in  Ihe  State 
of 'Maryland,  were  given  to  Mr.  Clinton. 

The  Tammany,  or  Marthng  party,  held  a  meetmg 
in  New-York,  in  Jannaiy,  1813,  prior  to  the  sessioii 
of  the  Legislature,  in  order  to  prevent  the  re-nomina- 
tion of  Dewitt  Clinton  for  Lieut.  Governor,  Jona- 
than Thompson  was  Chainnan  of  the  meeting,  and 
John  L.  Broome,  Seeretary.  A  resolution  was  ado{ited, 
recoiiinieiidine  a  State  Convention  to  be  held,  for  the 
nomination  of  Republican  candidates  for  Governor 
and  Lieutenant  Governor.  A  new  paper,  called  the 
iNatioual  Advocate,  was  established  m  New- York,  at 
the  same  tixQe,  which  was  known  as  the  organ  of  tha 
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Tammany  party.  It  was  edited  by  Henry  Wheatom, 
of  Rhode  Islaiid,  afterwaids  a  dwritigniiihed  lavyv 

in  this  State,  and,  at  present,  the  American  Minister  to 
•llie  PxussiaQ  Government. 

The  winter  eeenoii  of  the  Legiriatuie  eotmnenced 
on  the  19th  day  of  January ;  and  on  the  SBine  day^ 

P^r  W.  Radclilf,  James  W.  Wilkin,  John  Steams, 
and  Jonas  Piatt,  were  elected  members  of  tlie  Coun- 
cil of  AppointOMnt  Gen.  Wilkin,  the  only  Republi- 
can in  the  Council,  was  selected  for  the  reason,  that 
his  District  Avas  represented  entirely  by  Democrats. 
On  the  litfa  of  January,  the  M  Republican  OouncU 
held  their  last  meeting,  at  which  Gideon  Hawley  was 
appointed  Superintendeni  ol  Couimon  Schools,  in 
« pursuance  of  an  act  passed  by  the  preceding  LegMa^ 
tuie.  The  election  of  a  United  States  Smator,  in 

the  pUicn  of  Gcii.  Smith,  took  plaro  in  the  early  part 
of  the  session.  Rufus  King  was  nominated  by  the 
Federalists  in  the  Ass^bly,  by  a  vole  ol  fifty-fire  to 
forty-four.  James  W.  Wilkin  was  nominated  by  the 
Senate.  Upon  the  joint  ballot  which  ensued,  Mr» 
King,  contrary  to  public  expectation,  was  chosen,  by 
seren  majority.  The  vote  stood,  for  King  sizty^ight, 
'for  Wilkin  sixty  one,  and  there  were  three  )tl;ink?i. 
The  Tammany  party  asserted,  that  tins  vote  was  the 
eonsideratioii,  given  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  CHntoii,  for 
the  Federal  support  he  received  at  the  Presidential 
election.  Mr.  Wilkin  himself,  did  not  attribute  his 
defeat  to  this  cause ;  and,  in  1817,  he  addressed  a  let- 
ter to  Jdtiez  D.  Hammond,  then  a  member  of  Oongrese 
from  Otsego  county,  in  which  he  declared  his  utter 

disbelief  iu  tt^  report,  wluda  was  pnl  in  circulation  in 
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order  to  defeat  Mr.  Clinton,  who  was  at  that  time  the 
Bepublican  candidate  for  Governor.  The  supporters 
of  Mr.  CUntoa  d«oIa»d|  oa  Ibe  other  hnadf  thiil  it 
was  the  result  of  the  combiMtioQ  betweeii  Thomas, 
Southwick,  and  others,  to  obtain  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  Americai  ia  1812,  and  that  the  Fedaralists 
bad  voted  fi>r  the  act  of  incorporatioiii  with  the  exprass 
uadei'standingtiiat  tlicy  should  have  ihe  next  Senator. 
The  latter  charge  was  probably  not  iar  from  the  tjruthy 
although  it  was  never 
party  to  the  traosaotion. 

Robert  R.  Livingston,  late  Chancellor  of  the  State, 
died  on  the  28ihday  of  January,  ia  the  sixty-sixth  year 
of  his  age.  By  his  death,  and  the  removal  of  Edward 
Livingston  from  the  S^ate,  and  the  appointment  of 
Brockhoist  Livingstoa  as  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
United  Stales  Supreme  GoQrt^  tb»  fiunily  lost  mosi  of 
their  influence  in  New- York. 

The  new  Council  met  on  the  8th  day  of  Febru- 
ary; and  it  immediately  beoame  evident,  that  the  Fed* 
oral  members  were  divided  in  their  views.  Hr.  Piatt 
moved  the  re-appoinlment  of  Dewitt  Clinton  as  Mayor 
of  thooityof  New- York.  This  motion  was  strwu- 
onsly  resisted  by  Mr.  Radcliff,  whose  brother  bad  Amt- 
m^rly  been  removed  to  make  room  for  Mr.  Clinton, 
on  the  ground  that  he  wished  to  have  theoiiice  bestow* 
od  iqran  some  person  belonging  to  the  Federal  ptrtjr. 
The  object  of  Oen.  Piatt,  who  was  one  of  the  most 
influential,  and,  at  the  same  time,  one  of  the  most 
cautioas  «ttd  sagacious  leadais  in.  the  ranks  of  the 
FederriisCs,  omst  have  been,  to  prnVent  Mr.  diuton, 
whom  he  had  iticenliy  ^:>u^ported  fur  tiie  PiesideJQcy, 
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froai  supposing  tliat  his  Federal  friends  were  auxioiis 
to  dissolve  their  partial  conuectiou  with  him^  wbea  u 
WIS  abmiy  ludentood  tbat  be  was  opposed  lo  the 
ic  election  of  Gov.  Tompkins,  and  that  his  influence 
might  be  of  great  service  to  them  at  tlie  approacbii^ 
eieetiou.  Oo  the  13(b  of  Febniaryi  Mr.  Rmmett  was 
isnioired  firom  the  office  of  Atlorney  Oenend,  and 

Abraimm  Van  Vechlcii  appointed  in  his  place.  Sev- 
eral of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Cluitou  were  removed  from 
locfalive  offices  in  the  citf  of  New- York ;  but,  in  some 
instances,  Federalists  were  selected  to  fill  the  vacan- 
cies,  who  were  frieadly  to  Mr.  Clinton;  and  had  favored 
his  le-appoinuiieiit  Among  olhexs  of  this  class,  Josiah 
0.  Hoffman  was  made  Recorder  of  the  city.  Before 
the  close  of  the  session  of  the  Legislature,  the  Council 
had  removed  most  of  the  Eepublioan  office-holders  in 
the  State,  and  appointed  Federalists  in  their  etead. 

Tiie  Bank  of  Anicnca  iiuide  ap[jlicr;Lioii  at  this 
sssaioDy  to  be  released  from  the  payment  of  the  bo u lis 
to  the  Slate,  and  for  a  ledttction  of  their  capital.  The 
application  at  once  encountered  the  determined  oppo- 
sition of  those  who  were  formerly  hostile  to  the  baak, 
and  it  was  alledged  that  corrupt  means  were  again 
employed,  by  the  friends  of  the  institution^  U>  aeoom- 
plish  the  object  they  had  iii  view.  This  allegation 
was  not  supported  by  proof,  and  the  Legislature  passed 
a  bill,  reducing  the  capital,  and  changing  tiie  amount 
of  the  bonus  to  one  hundred  thousand  doUarS|  which 
was  to  be  paid  to  ihe  Common  School  fund. 

Charles  Z.  Piatt,  a  Federalist,  was  appointed  Trees- 
Utt  of  the  Scales  in  the  place  of  Gen.  Thomas,  on  the 
10th  day  of  Febiuaiy. 
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Au  effort  was  made,  during  the  winter,  to  procure 
the  passage  of  a  resolutioa  authorizing  a  loan  of  five 
hundred  thousand  doUais  to  the  National  Governmenti 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  it  to  carry  oti  tlie  war. 
The  banks  in  the  Eastern  States,  which  were  almost 
antixeljr  under  the  control  of  the  FederalistSi  absolute- 
ly  refused  to  lend  money  to  the  General  Admtnietra- 
tioO|  and  to  recognize  the  treasury  notes  issued  to 
the  public  creditor,  as  curzeney.  The  State  banksi 
aouth  and  west  of  New-England,  made  liberal  ad« 

vaiices  to  the  Government,  but  were  finally  com- 
pelled to  suspend  specie  payments,  when  their  paper 
began  rapidly  to  depreciate.  The  proposition  intro- 
duced into  the  New- York  Legislature,  was  advocated 
in  the  Senate,  with  great  ability,  by  Gov.  Lewis, 
Gen.  Boot,  and  Mr.  Yan  Buren,  and  subsequently 
pQused  that  body.  In  the  Assembly,  the  resolutiw 
was  warmly  and  successfully  opposed  by  Mr.  Van 
Yechten,  the  Attorney  General,  £lisha  Williams,  aa 
able  lawyer  from  Columbia  county,  and  Daniel  Cady, 

of  Montgomery.  The  Federal  speakers  availed  tlieni- 
selves  of  the  reverses  which  the  Americans  had  sus- 
tained during  the  campaign  in  Canada,  in  the  fall  of 
1812,  to  support  the  charge  preferred  against  Mr. 
Madison,  and  his  Republican  friends,  of  recklessness 
in  involving  the  country  in  a  war,  while  in  such  an 
unprepared  condition.  The  principal  del  egates  on  the 
Democratic  side,  in  the  Assembly,  were  John  W. 
Taylor,  of  Saratoga,  and  William  iioss,  of  Orange 
connty. 

The  Republican  caucus,  for  the  selection  of  candi- 
dates ior  Governor  and  luieut*  Governori  was  held  on 
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die  4th  of  February.  Mr.  Tompkins  was  ra-iioini- 
mtod,  withoat  a  dksentiiig  voice.  A  portion  of  the 

members  were  desirous  of  continuiiig  Mr.  Clinton  ia 
the  ofiicc  of  Lieutenant  Governor.  Judge  kSpencer, 
Eiiaha  Jenkiiui,  and  others^  were  decided  in  their  op- 
poKtion  to  his  nomination  ;  and  Gov.  Tompldns  and 
Mr.  Van  Biiren  probably  concurred  with  them  in 
opinion,  although  they  took  no  actiYe  part,  either  miB 
way  or  the  other.  The  final  vote  in  the  caucus  stoodi 
sixteen  for  Mr.  Clinion,  ruid  thirty-two  for  John  Tay- 
ler^  who  was  declared  nominated.  The  address 
adopted  by  the  meetingi  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Tan 
Buren,  and  contained  an  able  exposition  of  the  diffi*- 
culties  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  iStates, 
and  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  dectoira  of  Ae  eountry 
to  support  the  National  and  State  administrations  in 
ihis  critical  emergency. 

The  Federal  caucus  was  held  on  the  11th  day  of 
February,  and  was  numeroudy  attended.  Stephen 
Van  Rensselaer  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  for 
Governor,  and  George  Huntington,  of  Oneida  county, 
for  Ldeuleiiant  Oovemor. 
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1813 — Opposition  of  Dewitt  Clinton  and  bis  friends,  to  President 
Madiflon  and  Oot.  Tompkins— Re-electioB  of  Tompkins^Fede- 

ral  majority  in  the  Assembly — The  Albany  ArgU8--Je99e  Buel— » 
Popularity  of  Gov.  Tompkins — Movemonts  in  anticipation  of  thi 
Presidential  Election — Judge  Spencer's  influence  with  Madison — 
Session  of  the  Legislature  in  1314 — David  Ogden — Samuel 
Jones,  Jr.-— Charles  King— John  SaTage— Storael  Tonne"— Aaron 
Hackley — William  C.  Bouck — The  Governor's  Speech — Lc^n  to 
the  citizens  of  Buflalo— Judge  Kent  appointed  Chancellor,  and 
Smitli  Thompson  Cliief  Justice — Course  of  the  Federalists  in  the 
Leijislature,  in  relation  to  the  vvar — Jacob  R.  Van  Rensselaer  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  State,  and  Jonas  Piatt,  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Conrt— Answers  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly  to  the  Governor's 
speech — Appropriations  to  Union  College,  and  other  xnstitutioiM— 
Improvement  of  the  Common  Schools — April  Election — Burning 
of  the  Public  Buildings  at  Washington — Elibrts  of  Gov.  Tomp- 
kins and  Dewitt  Clinton  to  aid  the  National  Go?ernment — ^Extra 
•easioa  of  the  Legislatnre— Laws  to  raise  tiie  pay  of  the  militia^ 
and  to  encourage  privateering — Classification  lAW^DeiMMie  of 
New-York — Opposition  of  the  Federalists  to  war  measures — 
The  Hartford  Convention — The  New- York  Federalists — Lej^isla- 
turc  of  lal5 — Mr.  Van  Buren  appointed  Attorney  General— Jeal- 
ousy between  Jndge  Spencer  and  Mr.  Van  Bnren— Nathan  San- 
ford  elected  United  States  Senator— Treaty  of  Peace  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States — GuUnn  C.  Verplanck — Hujjh 
Maxwell — Prospects  of  Mr.  Clinton,  and  his  removal  from  the 
office  of  Mayor  of  New- York — April  Election — Jealousy  between 
the  Virginia  and  New-York  Repnhlk»ns--ConlM  fbrthe  Preai- 
dency — Legislature  of  ISIO — Contested  seat  between  Peter  Allen 
.  and  Henry  Fellows — The  Erie  Canal—  Nt^mination  of  Rufus  King 
and  George  Tibbits,  for  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor,  by 
the  Federalists — Re-nomination  and  re-election  of  Tompkins  and 
Tayler — April  Election— ^eeoneiliation  of  Judge  Spencer  and 
Dewitt  Clinton — James  Monroe  elected  President,  and  Danial 
D.  Tompkins,  Vice  President — Legislature  of  1817— Abolition  flf 
Slavery  in  this  State — Resignation  of  Gov.  Tompkins,  and  nom- 
ination of  Dewitt  Clinton  by  the  Republicans — Peter  B.  Porter 
supported  by  the  Tammany  party  in  New- York — 1817. 

Ths  Federalists  had  confidently  counted  on  their 
rocctii  at  die  Apiil  ekolioii,  in  1818^  mat  iince  the 
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milt  of  the  Congtommal  canvaw  in  December. 

They  weie  considerably  emboUened  in  their  expecs 

taiioris,  when  the  proceedings  of  the  Republican  cau- 
cus were  ibllowed  by  au  address^  signed  by  Philip 
Tan  Cortland,  Obadiah  German^  and  thirty-nine  other 
frieiuib  of  Mr.  Clinton,  attacking  the  adiniinstration 
of  Mr.  Madison;  and  cliarging  Gov.  Tompkins  and 
Judge  Tayler  with  being  the  mem  lools  of  the  Na- 
tional  Executive.  This  addrees  was  written  with 
great  power,  and  was  generally  ascribed  to  Mr.  CJin- 
toD.  It  ia  sufficient  to  say  of  it,  that  its  appearance 
WBB  not  followed  by  any  increased  manifestation  of 
public  confidence  in  the  writf^r. 

The  election  was  conducted  with  spirit  and  anima- 
tioii,  and  teirminaied^  oontraary  to  the  genecal  expec- 
tation, in  the  defeat  of  the  Federal  party,  and  the  re- 
election of  Gov.  Tompkins,  who  was  now  regarded 
18  ahoost  invincible.  There  were  eighty^three  thou- 
sand and  forty-two  votes  east  for  Governor:  Mr. 
Tompkins  received  forty-three  thousand,  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four,  and  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  thirty- 
nine  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  eigliteen.  The 
Republicans  also  succeeded  in  three  of  the  four  Sen- 
atoiial  Districts ;  but  the  ir'ederalists  maintained  their 
anendancy  in  the  Assembly,  in  conseqoenoe  of  the 
election  of  the  Federal  candidates  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  by  a  small  majority.  Jonathan  Dayton  was 
elected  a  Senator  from  the  Southern  District ;  Lucas 
Elmendorff  and  Samuel  C.  Ter  Bryck,  were  chosen 
in  the  Middle  District;  James  Cochran  and  Samuel 
iSlewart,  m  the  Eastern;  and  Farrand  Stranahan, 

Henrr  Bioooa,  and  Perky  G.  £eyes|  in  the  Wesism 
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4M8trict.  Messrs.  Cochran  and  8tewart|  were  the 

only  Federalists  elected. 

In  the  summer  of  1813,  the  Albany  Argus  was 
established  by  the  friends  of  Qov.  Tompkins,  who 
had  been  opposed  by  the  Register,  with  much  bitter- 
ness, during  the  contest  in  April.  The  Argus  wa» 
4>riginally  placed  under  the  charge  of  Jesse  BueL 

The  election  of  Oov.  Tompkins,  in  despite  of  the 
^lnfavortlble circumstances  by  which  he  was  surround- 
•ed,  increased  his  popularity  and  influence,  not  only 
in  this  State,  but  also  in  the  nation  at  lai^.  The 

^Republican  party  in  the  Uiuon,  regarded  *lhe  Farmer's 
Boy,'  which  was  the  soubriquet  generally  applied  to 
•him  by  his  party  friends,  as  the  savior  of  the  country. 
"'The  continued  adherence  of  the  great  State  of  New- 
York  to  the  National  administration,  was  a  matter  of 
fdeep  concern,  and  it  was  exceedingly  natural,  that 
Mr.  Madison  and  his  friends  should  have  hailed  the 
result  in  this  Slate  as  their  deliverance  from  a  dis- 
^laceiui  peace,  and  the  complete  prostration  ol  the 
•party.  The  success  of  Gov.  Tompkins  was  attributed, 
and,  in  a  great  degree,  with  perfect  justice,  to  his  own 
personal  popularity.    Few  men  were  his  equals  in 
the  possession  of  that  skill  in  the  management  of  a 
party,  which  is  so  essential  to  its  leader.   He  was 
affable  and  courteous,  in  his  manners;  he  always 
had  a  kind  word  ior  every  one ;  and  never  forgot  the 
name  or  face  of  a  person  with  whom  he  conversed. 
United  to  these  qualities,  he  possessed  more  than  an 
iaverage  share  of  talent,  and  was  extremely  cautious 
^d  deliberate  in  what  he  said  and  did«  Although 
gntther  he  or  his  firieDds  took  any  very^heided  aleps, 
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it  was  evident  that  he  had  fixed  his  eye  upon  the 
Presidency, soon  alter  the  April  election.  Tiie  deieat 
of  Mr.  OUatoBt  in  1812,  and  the  lefiml  of  Ihe  Repab- 
lican  caucus  to  re-nominate  him  as  their  candidate 
for  Lieutenant  Governor,  rendered  his  prospects  so 
hopeiesBy  that  he  was  no  longer  to  be  feaied  as  a  imi  * 
Jadge  Spencer  had  openly  announced  his  delermina- 
lioii  to  support  John  Arnistionof,  the  Secretary  of 
War,  as  the  successor  of  Mr.  Madison.  Ue  had  also 
pefsoaded  the  President  to  remove  Mr.  Curtenius  from 
the  office  of  Marshal  of  New-York,  and  to  appoint 
Geo.  Smith  to  till  the  vacancy;  and,  upon  his  solicita- 
tion, also,  Mr,  Haff  wasappointed  Surveyor  of  the  port, 
m  (he  place  of  Mr.  Schenck,  removed.  Thesechanges 
were  made  for  the  reason,  that  the  old  incumbents 
were  friendly  to  Mr.  Clinton ;  and  it  is  probable  that 
Judge  Spencer  designed,  in  this  way,  to  increase  him 
own  uiilueiice,  and  thus  promote  the  nomiiiatjoii  of 
Gen.  Armstrong.  Gov.  Tompkins,  doubtless,  sus^ 
peeted  the  motives  which  dictated  these  movementS|. 
and  as  it  was  hardly  to  have  been  expected  that  he 
^vuiiid  be  content  to  overlook  his  own  claims,  he  did 
Aot,  by  any  means,  lament  the  increase  of  the  unkind 
ftdings  which  began  to  be  manifested  toward  Mr. 
Spencer,  by  many  of  the  most  influential  Republi- 
cans, and  which  eventually  destroyed  hi&  usefulness 
s&d  popularity  with  the  party. 

The  session  of  the  Legislature  commenced  on  the 
25th  day  of  January,  1814  James  Emott,  of  Dutch- 
m  county,  the  Federal  candidate  for  Speaker,  was 
elected,  by  ten  majority,  over  Mr.  Ross,  the  Republi- 
can candidate.   The  leading  Federal  members  of  tho 
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House  at  tliis  session,  were  David  B.  Ogden,  Samuel 
Jones,  Jr.,  Charles  King,  mA  Jacob  R.  Van  Benaedaer ; 
those  on  the  Republican  side,  were  John  8ftTag«,  the 

late  Chief  Justice,  Samuel  Young,  Aaron  Hacidey, 
and  William  O.  Bouck,  afterwards  Governor  of  the 
State. 

The  speech  of  Gov.  Tompkius  was  principally 
occupied  with  national  matters,  and  recommended 
ti)at  ihe  quota  of  the  direct  tax  ordered  to  be  raised 
by  a  law  of  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying 
the  expenses  of  conducting  the  war,  amounting  to 
upwalds  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  should 
be  obtained  by  a  loan  from  the  Bank  of  America,  and 
other  banks,  which  was  to  be  re-paid  by  levying  a 
tax  upon  the  people  of  the  State.  Immediately  after 
the  reference  of  the  Governor's  speech  in  the  Assem- 
bly, a  joint  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, providing  for  the  loan  of  fifty  thousand  dollars 
to  the  citizens  of  Buffalo,  a  large  portion  of  which  had 
been  burnt  by  the  British,  in  the  fall  of  1812.  Mr. 
Ross  made  an  attempt  to  poslpone  tlic  consideration 
of  the  resolution,  which  was  successfully  resisted.  la 
the  course  of  the  discussion,  it  was  alledged  by  the 
Republican  members,  tlutl  the  Federalists  had  origin- 
ated this  movement,  in  order  to  counteract  the  imfa- 
▼orable  impression  gmeraUy  entertained  of  their  pre- 
vious opposition  to  the  war,  and  to  make  political  capi- 
tal in  the  Western  District.  The  resolution  was  adop- 
ted in  its  original  shape,  and  the  names  of  three  Com- 
missioners inserted  to  distribute  the  money,  all  ofwhom 
v/ei'Q  Federalists.  When  the  resolution  was  taken  up  in 
the  Senate,  it  was  amended  by  striking  out  the  names 
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of  the  Federal  Commissioners,  and  iaserting  Republi- 
cans* This  amaadniMt  lod  to  a  4kmgntmmi  be* 
tween  the  two  houses,  which  euns  very  near  pre- 

vemiTiCT  the  passage  of  the  resolution  in  any  shape. 

A  new  Uouncil  of  AppoiuUnfint  was  also  chosen  on 
die  first  day  of  the  Dosiiion»  onmsiating  of  Elbert  H* 
Jones,  Morgan  Lewis,  Samuel  Stewart,  and  Henry 
A.  T 0  wiisend.  Messrs.  Jones  aiid  Stewart  were  Fed- 
enlists;  Mr*  Lawk  was  now  an  ardent  suiqporfeer  of 
the  General  edmmistzatioQ,  and  quite  friendly  to  Gknr. 
Tompkins ;  Mr.  Townsend  was  a  Clinton laii,  and 
one  ot  tiie  Senators  who  had  voted  for  the  charter  o£ 
the  Bank  of  Amehoa.  The  office,  of  Chancellor  be- 
came vacant  a  short  time  before  the  expiration  <rf  the 
term  of  oiiice  of  the  old  Council,  iVIr.  Lansing  having 
reached  the  age  pffescribed  in  the  Gonstitntioo,  and 
Judffe  Kent  was  amointed  to  succeed  him.  Snaidi 
Thompson  was  promoted  to  the  office  of  Chief  Justice. 

On  the  28th  day  of  January,  Charles  Kmg,  a  Fedp 
end  member  ficom  New-Tork,  mtroduced  the  follow* 

ing  series  of  icbolii lions,  in  rclaUoii  to  the  brilliant 
naval  victories  achieved  by  oui  gallant  tars^  m  the 
&llof  1813,¥i&: 

"  Re9ohedj  That  aUh»ugh  we  emmoi  approve  of 
the  disastrous  aiid  destructive  war  in  which  we  are 
mgagedy  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  people  of  th^ 
State  of  New*York,  feel  great  sat^ifiBustion  in  express* 

in^'-  their  ad  in  nation  of  the  conduct  ol  Com.  Perry, 
and  his  gaiiaut  associates,  in  their  action  with  the 
British  squadron  upon  Lake  Eriei  on  the  1 1th  of  Sep- 
tmber  last,  and  the  high  seme  they  entertain  of  the 
gallantry  of  Lieut  Burroughs,  of  the  United  States 
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brig  Bntefpriis,  who  died  aflnr  oootpmsiaif  ft  wmmi 

oi  equal  Ibrcc  belonsi'ing  to  the  enemy, 

Tixat  they  deeply  lament  the  feU  of  Captains 
Lawrence  and  Mlmf  by  which  their  coniitrjr  ii  d*- 
priVed  of  the  senrieesof  twoofficm  who  had  already 
so  highly  entitlod  themselves  to  its  admiration  and 
gialitade. 

^Thal,  in  the  ophikm  of  this  Home,  &e  conduct 

of  our  naval  comniaiiders  and  scaraeiij  duniig  thie^ 
rmmus  war,  ought  to  satisfy  every  rejecting  mind,, 
that  odr  conuneiciai  lif^hts  aie  to  be  defended  and 
maintained  by  a  navy,  cmd  m4  hy  ^mbmrgoes  and 
commercial  resiricHons,^ 

The  reeolations  having  been  taken  up  for  conaidr 
elation,  Mr.  Savage  and  Mr.  Young  made  ineAetual 
attempts  to  strike  out  the  words,  in  the  first  and  thud 
resolationsi  which  wc  have  placed  m  italics.  The 
amendments  offered  by  these  gentlemen  were  re- 
jected by  a  party  vote,  and  the  resolutions  adopted. 
In  the  course  of  the  animated  discussion,  previous  to* 
the  final  vote,  it  was  ehaiged  upon  the  Fedetalist%  - 
Aat  they  weie  hypocritical  and  ineineere  in  expiea»* 
iiicr  so  uiiich  interest  in  our  naval  victories  and  de- 
feats,  wheO)  at  the  same  tune,  they  maiulested  no 
feeling,  whaleoever,  in  reflect  to  the  aehievemeale  of' 
the  American  forces  in  the  land  service ;  but  the  speak- 
ers on  that  side  defended  themselves,  with  great  dejc- 
terity,  by  pointing  to  the  well  known  pfefereneee  of 
the  Federal  party  for  a  naval  force,  «dtiring  the^ad- 
ministration  of  Mr.  .Telferson,  ajid  their  efforts  ta 
secure  its  augmentation  at  several  subsequent  periods*. 

Bills  for  the  lepeal  of  the  restraining  law,  were  in- 
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troduced  into  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  into 
ii»  HouMi  by  Joha  B.  Coles,  &  Fadml  memberi  on 
dto  81tl  dfty  of  pBbmfy,  both  of  wbioh  WQt6  stibii^ 

quently  defeated. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  new  Council  of  Appomtmaati 
bttid  OD  tbe  3rd  of  Pebramy,  Elisha  Jeokins  was  re- 
moved from  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  and  Jacob 
R.  Van  liensselaer  ;t|  >pomled  to  fill  the  vacancy.  The 
qmstioa  <tf  the  saieeiioii  of  a  Jadge  of  the  Saprenne 
Ooait,  m  the  place  of  Ghaneellor  Kentf  occasioned 
considerable  difficulty  m  the  Council,  and  produced 
some  excitement  in  the  Legislature.  The  priocipal 
caodidate  of  the  Federalists  fof  the  office,  was  Jmaa 
Piatt  :  but  as  they  did  not  have  a  majority  in  the 
Conned,  they  were  uuable  to  accomplish  aoy  thing 
without  the  assistance  ci  Mr.  Townsend,  who  waa 
eomadered  the  ropmentatiTe  of  Mr.  Olinlon.  Witih 
a  view  of  embarrassing  the  latter  gentleman,  Mr. 
Lewis,  who  now  acted  in  concert  with  Gov.  Tomp* 
Idns,  nominatsd  Richard  Riker,  of  New-York,  one  of 

the  most  ardent  and  devoted  adherents  of  Mr.  Clin- 
ton for  the  last  ten  years,  and,  at  that  tmic,  uawavex- 
ing  in  the  sapport  of  his  friend.  Mr.  Piatt,  however, 
was  appointed,  by  the  vote  of  Mr.  Townsend,  and 
Mr.  Riker  at  once  separated  himself  from  Mr.  Clinton. 

'nie  answer  of  the  Assembly  to  the  Cbvemor^ 
speedi,  refieetod,  in  severe  terms,  upon  the  policy 
pursued  by  the  National  administration,  and  the  con- 
duct of  the  Governor.  It  was  adopted,  by  a  vote  of 
fifkjr-Ave  to  forty-one.  The  reply  of  the  Senate^ 
which  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  contained  a 
general  and  ujaqualitied  endorsement  oi  botix  the  Ma- 
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tioiial  and  State  adauiiislrations,  and  concluded  Witli 
the  following  eloquent  and  palriolic  aentimente : 
^  That,  on  questions  of  general  policy,  or  the  fitoese 

of  individuals  for  particnkir  st;itions,  we  sliall  ever  be 
exfiflapted  from  differences  of  opinioOiis  not  to  be  ex- 
pected. Divisions  like  these  are  ineepsxable  f jrom  the 
blessings  of  our  free  Constitution ;  and  although  some 
times  carried  to  an  excess,  which  all  good  men  must 
deplore,  they  aiei  notwithstanding,  generally  produc* 
tive  of  much  National  good.  But  to  suppose  that  a 
people,  jealous  of  their  rights,  and  proud  of  their  Na- 
tional chaiacterj  would,  on  a  question  of  resisting  the 
aggressions  of  an  open  enemy— aggressions  which 

have  |jol luted  our  soil,  and  wliicli  liireaten  the  sub- 
yersion  of  those  inestimable  poUtical  msututious 
which  hay e  been  consecrated  to  ficeedom  by  the  blood 
and  suffering  of  their  fadiers — Aiat  on  a  question  of 
such  vital  interest,  so  well  calculated  to  excite  all  the 
patriotism,  to  arouse  all  the  spirit,  and  to  call  into 
aetion  all  the  energies  of  the  nation,  they  would 
waste  their  strength  in  useless  collisions  with  each 
Other,  would  be  a  reiiection  upon  their  discernment 
and  their  chaiicter  which  they  can  never  merit." 

The  recommendation  of  the  Governor,  in  relation 
to  the  assumption  of  the  quota  of  the  tax,  was  acted 
upon  in  the  Senate,  aitd  a  bill  passed  that  body  map 
king  provision  therefor.  The  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  in  the  Assembly,  reported  their 
ol^ections  to  the  bill,  and  avowed  it  to  be  "  their  hrm 
conviction,  that  instead  of  wasting  the  resources  ai 
the  State,  by  granting  them  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment, it  was  the  sokmu  and  nnperious  duty  of  the 
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hatpd^^MOBf  to  mk  tbm  iwrnhnTUfnnnt  of  die 
peoses  aheady  inoumd  by  this  Stela,  on  aoooont  of 

the  wMi."  The  bill  was  afterwards  rejected,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr«  Hyddy  by  a  party  vota. 

A  law  was  paased  at  this  saflaioii^  through  the  azer* 
tions  of  Dr.  Nott,  2:ranting  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  Umon  College,  in  addition  to  pee* 
▼ions  giaoti,  and  making  libeial  donations  to  Colunv 
l»a  and  Hamilton  Colleges,  and  other  scientific  insti- 
tiitions.  An  act  for  the  improvement  of  the  Common 
School  system,  drawn  by  Mr.  Hawley,  the  cajpable  and 
efficient  Superintendent,  was  psssed  the  15th  of  ApriL 
Applications  were  made  to  the  Li;o;i:ikiiiirc  during  the 
winter,  for  sixteen  bank  charters,  a  few  of  which  pass^ 
ed  the  AssemUyi  but  all  were  defeated  in  the  ScNoate, 

Solomon  Sonthwick  was  put  in  nomination  at  a 
meeting  of  his  personal  friends,  who  styled  them- 
eelves  Olintonians^  held  in  the  city  of  Albany,  prerir 
ens  to  the  Aiml  election,  in  opposition  to  Gner  Tan 
Schoonhovciij  one  of  the  regular  Republican  candi- 
dates for  Senator.  The  two  parties  were  pretty  equally 
divided  inrthe  District,  and  the  lemilt  was,  that  Qeo* 
Tibbits,  one  of  the  Federal  candidates,  and  Mr.  Van 
Schoonhoven,  were  elected.  The  remauung  Senators 
chosen  this  year  were^  Darius  Crosby,  from  the  Soath«* 
em  District ;  Moses  L  Cantine,  and  WiUiam  Ros% 
from  the  Middle;  and  Philetiis  ►Swiit,  Chauncey 
Loomis,  Bennett  Bickneli,  and  John  I.  Pendergnsti 
from  the  Western ;  all  of  whom  were  Bepublicans. 
The  Republican  party  also  succeeded  in  electing  a 
large  majority  of  tiie  members  of  Assembly,  and 
twenty  out  of  the  thirty  members  of  Congress. 
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The  brilliant  achievements  of  the  American  forces 
under  the  command  of  Generals  Brown  and  Scott^ 
dnring  ike  tammer  campaign  in  Canada,  were  fol- 
lowed by  the  disastrous  defeat  at  IJlidensburgh,  on 
the  23rd  of  August,  1814 ;  the  suirender  of  Wash- 
ington cit79  and  the  mutilation  and  destruction  of  the 
public  buildings  by  the  British  troops,  in  obedience 
to  the  orders  of  the  home  Government.  This  wan- 
ton extension  of  the  ravages  of  war,  to  the  pacific  edi- 
ftcear  at  the  seat  of  Ooremment,  excited  a  deep  sen* 
sation  throughout  the  United  States.  Public  meetings 
were  held  in  New- York,  and  other  places,  witliout 
distinetion  of  part7,  at  which  measures  were  taken  to 
sustain  the  administration  iu  the  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  war.  Dewitt  Clinton  contributed  a  great  deal, 
in  his  capacity  of  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New-York,  to 
allay  the  fears  and  apprehensions  which  were  rapid- 
ly gaining  possession  of  the  public  mind,  and  to 
give  the  proper  direction  to  the  efforts  that  were 
made  to  rally  the  people  in  defense  of  the  country* 
Another  circumstance,  which  occurred  ;it  tliis  time, 
may  be  mentioned,  as  retiectmg  the  highest  honor 
V[pon  the  individuals  concerned.  It  having  been 
deemed  advisable  to  put  the  city  of  New- York  in  a 
state  of  defense,  it  was  found  that  it  would  require 
some  four  or  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  accom- 
plish the  object  Money  could  hardly  be  obtained 
on  anv  terms.  The  banks  made  no  loans,  except  on 
good  security  ;  but  they  agreed  to  advance  the 
neoessaiy  fands^  if  treasury  notes  were  deposited  with 
them,  endorsed  by  Gov.  Tompkins.  Rufus  King,  a 
promiUjent  Fedeiaiisty  called  upon  the  Governor,  in 
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order  to  perfect  the  arraogemeni ;  Uie  iftUer,  althotu^ 
anxioiui  to  do  every  thing  in  P9V^*  ^  hMi- 
lated  to  assume  the  reeponiibility,  and  aemrod  Ifr. 

King  that  it  would  inevitably  riiin  liim.  The  reply 
o(  Mr»  King  was ;  Thea  tma  yourself,  if  it  becouee 
iieceseary  to  save  the  eoimtry,  and  I  pledge  yoo  nqr 
honor,  that  I  will  support  you  in  whatever  you  do.'' 
The  Goveroor  hesitated  no  longer,  and,  notwithstand- 
'mg  this  act  sabeequentlr  iDToWed  him  in  numeioai 
difficulties,  he  had  the  aatieftctioii  of  rendering  inral- 
uabie  assistance  at  the  very*  time  when  it  was  abso- 
lutely required. 

Oeu.  Armstrong  reeigned  the  office  of  Seeretaory  of 
War,  iniriiediately  after  the  capture  of  Washhigtoo, 
ami  retired  to  private  life. 

An  extra  aeeeion  of  the  LegisUitme  was  convened 
at  Albany,  on  the  26th  of  September,  by  the  Procla- 
mation of  the  Goveruori  ia  order  to  take  mto  consid- 
eration the  expoeed  condition  of  the  State.  Samuel 
Young  was  elected  Speaker,  and  Aaion  Claric,  Clerk. 
The  jHiiicipal  time  of  the  session  was  occupied  m 
discussing  the  various  bills  brought  forward  to  pro« 
Tide  for  the  defense  of  the  State,  and  the  support  of 
the  General  Government.  An  act,  increasing  the 
pay  of  the  militia  in  the  service  of  the  United  StateS| 
extending  as  well  to  those  who  had  smred  sinoe 
March  13th,  1814,  as  to  those  aAerwards  enrolled, 
was  passed  without  any  serious  opposition.  The 
appropriations  under  this  act  were  to  be  made  from 
the  State  Treasory.   An  act  to  encourage  privatssv- 

ing,  introduced  at  an  early  starrc  of  the  session,  was 

attacked  by  the  FederaUsts  ia  the  two  houses  of  the 
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Legislature,  and  ui  the  Council  of  Appointiuenty  with 

mnuDal 8evmt3r.  Chfti]oeUorKe&t,«ioiieofthemeiii-^ 
bers  of  the  Council,  protested  against  the  passage  of 

the  bill.  His  objections  were  drawn  up  with  remaric- 
able  toce  and  ability,  and  were  afterwards  publidbed. 
Their  publication  diew  out  Col.  Tounjp,  who  wrote 

a  series  of  articles  for  the  Albany  Argiis,  over  thesig- 
iKHure  of  Juris  Consultns,  in  wiuch  he  defended  the 
bill  with  much  spirit  and  ingennity.  The  Chancel* 
lor  having  made  several  able  replies  to  Col,  Young, 
the  controversy  was  continued  in  defense  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  L^slaturC)  by  Mr.  Yan  Buren,  whose 
commcTnicatioiiB  were  signed  Amicus  luris  Ocmsultus, 

and  were  hiLHily  creditable  to  his  talents  and  rcputa- 
tion.  On  tiie  24th  day  of  October,  two  acts  were 
passed,  respectiTely  providing  for  the  classification  of 
the  militia  of  the  State,  and  the  enlistment  of  twelve 
thousand  men  for  the  term  of  two  years ;  and  for 
nosing  a  eo!rps  of  sea  ftneiU  es  for  three  years,  to  con- 
sist of  twenty  companies,  for  the  defense  of  New- 
York.  A  law  was  also  passed,  anthorizinir  two  regi- 
ments of  colored  men  to  be  raised,  tor  three,  years* 
SIscves  might  be  enlisted  in  these  regiments,  wittt  the 
consent  of  tlieir  musters,  and  were  to  be  manumitted 
cm  receiving  an  honorable  discharge.  Other  laws  d[ 
a  similar  character  were  passed  at  this  session,  most 
of  which  were  opposed  by  the  Federal  naembers,  et^er 
on  the  ground  that  the  private  rights  of  the  citizen 
were  endangeredi  or  that  the  defense  of  the  country 
was  the  peculiar  province  of  the  Natkmal  Oovem* 

liient.    The  adoption  of  the  war  measures  which 

passed  the  Mew- York  Legislature,  may  ju^y  be  at* 
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tiflmtod  l0  the  Qimest  ftdToeaey,  and  1^  sap* 

port  of  Gen.  Root,  Mr.  Van  Baren,  and  Col.  Young. 

Previous  to  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature, 
Moman  Sonthwick  wai  ranovod  firom  tfae  office  of 
State  Printer,  and  Jesie  Buel,  of  the  Altamy  Argus, 
was  appointed  to  supplv  his  place. 

The  project  of  holding  a  Convention  of  the  East* 
«m  States,  to  deliberate  upon  the  measures  neeessary 
to  be  pursued  for  the  protection  of  their  interests, 
which  were  seriousiy  injured  by  the  continuance  of 
hostilitiefl^  was  one  the  most  promtnent  topics  dis- 
cussed among  politieians  in  the  summer  and  fidi  of 
1914.  It  is,  perhaps,  impossible  to  decide  with  cer- 
taittty,  what  were  the  principal  obgects  of  the  origina- 
tors of  the  Hartford  Convention ;  but  it  may  he  safely 

asserted,  that  it  was  their  deterniinntinn  tocornjiel  the 
National  administration,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
to  oondnde  a  pence  with  Great  Britain,  or,  if  this 
were  found  impracticable,  to  secede  from  the  Union. 
This  movement  was  not  generally  favored  by  the 
New-York  FMeralists.  The  Albany  Gasette,  one  of 
Hbmt  leadmg  papers,  admitted  commmitcations  into 
its  columns,  justifying"  the  Convention,  but  no  decided 
steps  were  taken  by  the  party,  as  such,  m  this  State. 
On  the  contrary,  Abraham  Van  Techten,  Daniel  Cady, 
aiid  other  prominent  Federalists,  were  known  to  be 
opposed  to  the  measure.  Those  who  favored  it,  did 
not  receive  sufficient  encouragement,  or  coontenaticei 
to  warrant  them  in  openly  exptessing  flieir  senti- 
ments,  and  whether  or  not  they  constituted  a  ma- 
jority of  the  party,  is  a  question  which  still  remains 
indoiiht 
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The  intelligence  of  the  passage  of  the  diiierent 
bills  before  tha  I^ew-York  Logisktuiie,  giive  a  n&w 
impulsa  to  the  operatunui  of  the  Oenenl  Gofremment, 

and  coiitributedj  in  a  wouderfui  dcgjce,  to  iLcrcase 
the  popularity  of  Gov.  Tompkins.  The  estimation 
in  which  he  waa  iiow  held  by  the  Democialic  paxtf 
in  the  Union,  wm  second  only  to  that  with  which 
tliey  regarded  Mr.  Madison  himself ;  and  the  Presi- 
dent but  acted  in  aocordance  with  whet  would  have 
-  been  their  own  spoataneone  act,  had  the  power  been 
placed  in  their  bauds,  when  he  tendered  hnu  the  of- 
fice of  Secretary  of  State.  This  appointment  w  at 
declined  by  the  Go¥eraor,ibr  the  reason,  as  he  aUedg- 
ed,  that  he  could  render  the  nation  far  greater  service 
if  he  contiuued  in  the  oiiice  w  luch  he  thea  held. 
The  position  of  New*  York  at  this  crisisi  was^  indoed» 
a  znoe^  important  one,  and  the  man  who  stood  at  the 
helm  of  her  affairs  wielded  an  immense  influence, 
la  addition  to  the  bestowal  of  the  State  patronage^ 
Gov.  Tompkins  was  also  the  financial  agent  of  the 
United  States,  in  providing  the  supplies  necessary  for 
the  subsistence  of  the  troops  ui  this  State,  and  in  di^ 
buising  the  fimds  employed  for  that  and  other  pur* 
poses.  With  so  many  dionmstancee  fiivoraUy  eciBH 
bining  to  sustain  him  in  his  position,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered,  that  the  Governor  was  almost  idotiaed  by 
his  party,  and  looked  up  to  with  feelings  nearly  akin 

to  awe  and  veneration. 

The  winter  session  of  the  Legislature  of  this  Stata 
econmenoed  on  the  3Ist  day  of  Jannary,  ISIB.  Jqq^ 
athan  Dayton,  Lucas  Elmendorff,  Ruggles  Hubbard, 

were  elected  to  compose  the 
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Oouuoil  Appointmeot.  Som  afier  tb»n  eleetioD| 
the  new  Gboocil  held  a  meetiDg,  at  which  Mr.  Tan 

Yechten  was  removed  from  ihc  olUci}  of  Attorney 
Cieneral,  and  Martin  Van  Burea  appomted  his  success* 
er»  Meet  of  (be  Federal  iiumnilmts  were  in  iikeman- 
Mr  ranoved,  and  their  plaaee  supplied  by  other  ap-  I 
poiuiments,  before  the  close  of  the  session.  Joha 
Woodworth  was  the  opposing^  candidate  to  Mr.  Van 
Bnren,  and  the  latter  was  appointed  by  the  casting 
vote  of  the  Governor.  Juds^c  Spencer  supported  the 
claims  of  Mr.  Woodworth,  and  Messrs.  Stianahan  and 
fiobbaid,  voted  for  him  in  the  Council.  Early  in  the 
month  of  February,  Nathan  Sanford  was  elected  to 
succeed  Gen.  German,  in  the  United  States  Senate. 
fiffiMts  had  been  made  to  secure  this  place  for  Gen. 
Arawtrong,  after  his  resignation  of  the  oAce  of  Secre*- 
tary  of  War,  by  Judge  Spencer  and  his  friends;  but 
the  opposition  of  Gov.  Tompkins  and  Mr.  Van  Bureni 
prevented  his  being  brought  forward  as  a  candidate. 
It  was  then  announced,  that  Mr.  Spencer  was  willing  ^ 
to  accept  tlie  appoiutoieat,  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  called 
auentton  to  the  report  in  circulation  to  this  eflbct,  at 
the  Repnbliean  caucus  held  previous  to  the  election. 
He  also  staled  his  belief,  that  Jndg-e  Spencer  would 
mi  allow  his  name  to  be  used  m  connection  with  the 
eflbs ;  hot  as  thefiiends  of  the  Judge  insistsd  that  he 
would  not  decline,  and  moved  the  appointment  of  a 
<»)mmitte6  to  wait  upon  him,  and  make  the  necessary 
inquiriesi  the  motion  was  carried^  notwithstanding  the 
^yppoeltiott  of  Mr.  Tan  Buren.  After  disefaarging  their 
duty,  the  committee  reported,  that  Mr.  Spencer  did 
dieline  being  a  candidate,  because  he  ^  would  not  put 
12 
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himself  in  conqpatilioa  wuh.  so  young  a  mau  as  Mr. 
finnfofd." 

The  opposition  of  Mr.  Van  Bumi  to  the  appoint- 

mmt  of  the  late  Secretary  of  War,  as  a  United  States 
Senator,  and  to  Judge  Spencer  himselfi  when  hie  name 
was  eubetitated  finr  thai  of  his  firiend,  end  the  eontio* 

versy  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  Attorney  Gen- 

acal,  indiaed  tim&  gentlemen  to  thwart  each  other's 
iriewe  whenever  an  opportunity  prasenled ;  and  Mr. 

Spencer  made  no  secret  of  his  objections  to  Gov. 
Tompkins  as  the  candidate  for  the  next  Presidency. 

On  the  12th  of  Febmeryi  the  intelligence  arrived^ 
thai  a  treaty  of  peace  between  Oieat  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  had  been  signed  by  the  respective  Com- 
niissioners  of  the  two  countries,  at  Giient.  on  ti)e24th 
of  December,  1814  The  rejoicings  of  the  Democratic 
party  on  the  occasion,  were  of  the  most  spirited 
character.  Business  immediately  revived,  and  the 
country  rapidly  lecorered  from  the  paralysing  infla- 
anoe  which  had  so  long  benumbed  itt  eneigiee. 

Previous  to  the  adjonrnment  of  the  Legislature, 
Oerrit  L.  Dox  was  appomted  Treasurer,  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  Piatt.  Jacob  B.  Yen  Benawlaer  wee  alee^ 
removed  by  the  Council,  and  Peter  B.  Porter,  of  Black 
Rock,  appointed  to  the  office  oi  Secretary  of  ^tate. 
Gen*  Pofter  had  diatingniabad  himself  ae  an  officer  in 
the  dUbvent  campaigns  on  the  Niagara  fnu^tier,  and 
was  highly  esteemed  by  his  Republican  friends.  He 
dMl  not  solicit  the  a{]{>QintaMiit  of  Secretary,  and  would 
probeUy  have  bean  oooteptwith  theeeleetion  of  Elieb* 

Jenkins,  the  former  incumbent.    The  latter  was  the 

fieiand  of  Judge  QgmG&^  and  mpjf  have  been  ovav-> 
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j4)ok«i  by  Gov.  Tompkins  and  his  frieadsi  on  that  ac- 
eoont ;  althcmgh  he  was  aftflmnads  anKmtod  Mayor 
oi  the  city  of  Albany.  The  Mayoralty  of  New-York 
occasiooad  same  duiiculty  in  the  Coaocil.  The  Tain* 
auty  party  nigentty  pranad  the  vainoval  of  DewitI 
Gtinloii,  who  had  bean  a  ftitbAil  and  i&de&tigabie 
officer,  duniig  the  war,  and  the  prevalence  of  the  yel* 
krar  ftireri  which  visited  the  city  twice  in  the  course 
0f  his  ofBeial  tenn.  Another  party  in  New-Tork, 

which  had  grown  up  in  tlie  fall  of  1S14,  under  tlie 
auspices  of  Peter  W.  liadcUfT,  Hugh  Maxwell,  and 
Golian  C.  Yerplanek,  the  author  of  a  nnmber  of  satiric 
cal  articles  attacking  Mr.  Clinton,  which  appeared  in 
a  New- York  paper,  whom  Mr.  Clinton  de^^ignated, 
ie  a  severe  reply  to  the  striotuvee  against  himself 
mitlsn  over  the  signature  of  A  TraTeler,^  as  a  po» 
litical  sect,  called  the  Oodies,  of  hybrid  nature,  com- 
posed of  the  combined  spawn  of  Federalism  and  Jaco- 
laaiRny  and  generated  in  the  veoomoua  peesions  of 
(lisappuuitmciit  and  revenge,  without  any  doiinite 
character  ;  neither  fish  nor  tiesh,  nor  bird  nor  beasti 
tat  a  non-desoript|  made  np  of  all  SMmstmnsi  all  pro* 
iifkm  things,"  destred  the  removal  of  Mr.  CSfotm) 
and  the  appointment  of  Jacob  Kadcliff.  The  articles 
viitten  Mr.  Yeiplaack,  were  signed  Abimeieeh 
Goody,  aiid  h  wae  ehar^  by  Mr.  Clinton,  that  be 
was  actuated  by  revenge,  on  account  of  his  having 
been  indicted  for  a  not  in  Columbia  College,  while  Mr. 

aweeM^^ierof  NewwYork.  BethMr.  Vefplanekaod 

Mr.  Maxwell,  have  since  become  highly  distinguished ; 
the  one  for  his  attainments  as  a  scholar,  and  Uie  other 
i«  hie  iUU  end  etoqoenoe  ee  eft  advoeaae. 
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Oct.  Tompkins  hesitated  a  long  time,  before  de- 
termining on  the  lemovei  of  Mr«  Clinton ;  end  Mr. 

Van  Buren,  one  of  whose  most  coiilidcntial  fnends, 
Mr.  Klmeudor^,  was  a  member  of  the  Council,  did 
not  seem  inclined  to  take  an  aetive  part  in  the  mat^ 
ter.  The  removal,  which  eventually  took  place,  can* 
not  certainly  be  justified,  except  on  political  grounds ; 
and  those  affected  the  Governor  in  person,  rather  than 
the  Republican  party.  The  suceeasor  of  Mr.  Clinton, 
was  John  Fcrjruson,  the  Grand  Sachem  of  the  Taiu- 
jnauy  Society,  who  received  the  appointment,  with 
the  widerstanding  that  he  should  soon  be  tranafened 
to  the  Siu  veyorship  of  the  port  of  New- York,  when 
the  office  was  to  be  bestowed  on  Judge  Eadcliff. 
This  understanding  vras  afterwards  carried  into  et- 
ftct. 

The  removal  of  Mr.  CHnton  was  a  severe  blow  to  his 
eKpectationfi.  He  had  dep^ded  upon  official  patron* 
age  for  several  years,  as  the  only  means  of  support  lor 
himself  and  his  family.  His  carelessness  in  pecuiiiary 
matters  had  been  so  gross,  that  he  was  in^vent  fox 
many  ttioosands  of  dollars;  bat  his  was  not  anatue 
to  cower  before  the  tempest  that  howled  around 
him.  His  lirinness  never  forsooic  him.  Like  the 
adventurous  Soman,  his  reliance  was  npon  his  own 
energies,  and  so  long  as  he  knew  that  ttie  nssel-  in 
which  he  rode,  upheld  Caesar  and  his  fortunes,  he 
could  outride  the  storm,  without  a  single  apprehsgb> 
iioa  for  Hm  future.  Among  the  many  fnends  who 
adhered  to  him,  in  this  adverse  condition  of  his  politi* 
cal  prospects,  none  were  more  devoted,  none  more 
sinoere  in  titieir  attaehnMnt,  than  the  Iiiah  adoplad 
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dttaens,  with  whom  he  was  always  a  Ikvorila.  Ha 

was  addressed  in  tlicir  bch;ilf.  ;ifter  his  removal  from 
office,  by  Thomas  Addis  Emmett,  aiid  Dr.  McNevin, 
who  assmed  him  of  the  oontiimed  fegaid  of  his 
friends,  and  that  they  pneferred  the  moment  o(  his 
retreat  from  office,  to  express  their  deep  sense  of  his 
iBsnifold  and  important  serrices  to  the  pubUc  Mr, 
dinton's  reply  was  exceedingly  appropriate,  and  em 
cited  an  intense  feelincr  of  sympathy.  After  his  retire- 
ment, he  occupied  himself  witti  literary  pursuits,  and 
in  the  completion  of  his  scheme  for  the  constmctkm 
of  a  canal  between  the  lakes  and  the  Hudson  river.  I 

The  election  in  April  resulted  very  dilierenily  from 
wfaathadbeenanttcipated.  TheiemoTalof Mr.  dinton 
«Btran&^ed  many  Democmtsin  the  city  from  Ok>r.  Tomp- 
kins, and  the  Federal  members  succeeded.  Prom  the 
letoms  made  by  the  canvassers,  it  appeared  that  there 
were  sixty-three  Repablicans,  and  the  same  mmiher  of 
Federalists,  elected  to  the  Assembly.  All  theSenato-  I 
rial  districts  returned  liepublicans,  except  the  Eastern.  j 
Jacob  Barkttr  was  elected  in  the  Soathem  District  ( 
FMer  R.  Livingston,  and  Isaac  Ogden,  in  the  Middle ; 
Abraham  Van  Vechten,  Henry  I.  Frey,  Ralph  Hascal, 
and  David  AU^,  in  the  Eastern ;  and  Henry  Sey<» 
nonr,  and  Stephen  Bates,  in  the  Western  District 

The  unpopular  conrse  pursued  by  the  Federalists, 
during  the  war,  completely  prostrated  tiiemas  a  poiit- 
ieat  party.  Their  exultation  over  the  reverses  si» 
lained  by  the  American  troops,  whether  originating 
in  sympathy  for  the  British  cause,  or  in  their  anxious 
desire  to  witness  tlie  disgrace  of  Mr.  Madison,  was  a 
poweifid  afgoment  in  the  hands  of  their  a'pffmrnOa, 
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to  arouse  the  prejudices,  aud  inflame  the  patriotism 
of  the  people,  who  voie  eaailjr  pemuidad  that  Ihe 
eoodnct  of  the  FedentUeta,  in  opposing  all  die  wm 

measures  of  the  adniuiistration,  was  the  iKitiiral  con- 
fiequence  of  the  undisguised  friendship  which  tbay 
•Towed  for  Gieat  Bdtaan  in  1796.  It  vm  tomi 
impossible  to  keep  up  the  organization  of  the  party 
against  such  an  overwhehmng  expression  of  opimon, 
«nd  it  seams  to  have  been  tempomily  abandMed* 
The  leaduig  men  in  their  xanks  did  not  mnain  idle^ 
although  they  made  no  preparations  for  the  appror^ch- 
ing  Presidential  election ;  but,  on  the  coatiary,  they 
were  continually  on  die  atot,  in  the  hope  that  they 
mig'ht  be  able  to  profit  from  some  (h  vision  in  tlie  Re- 
publican party.  The  pian  which  they  though  proper 
to  adopt,  for  seratal  years  after  the  peace,  may  he 
gathered  from  die  following  extract,  taken  frcm  a 
letter  written  by  William  Coleman,  editor  of  the  Eve- 
ning Post,  at  that  time  one  of  the  pnucipai  Federal 
papers  in  die  eoontry,  to  a  politiesl  friend  in  Philip 

delphia:  "Generally  speaking."  says  the  writer  of 
the  letter,  "  I  feel  disposed,  in  common  with  the  lead- 
ing Fademiists  here,  to  stand  perfeetty  still,  and  wait 
for  events  to  happen,  as  Jefferson  says,  we  know  not 
when.  »Something  may  come  from  the  quarrels  of 
Opposite  sectiiHis  of  the  Democratie  facticmsi  and  I 
Aink  the  most  we  oan  do  is  oooaaionally  to  fan  th§ 

But  a  short  tune  elapsed  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
peace,  before  it  was  understood  that  Mr.  Madiaaa 

preferred  the  selection  of  Mr.  Monroe  as  his  successor  ; 

And  Gov.  Tompkins  began  to  experience  the  sama 
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trnkind  treatment,  from  the  friends  to  whom  he  had 
rendered  so  many  important  services,  which  had  for- 
mtbf  hem  ezhibitedi  with  his  aaaent^  torward  DewM 
Caioton.  ^  It  will  he  iw^wted,  that  WOliam  P. 

Ness,  one  of  Mr.  Clinton's  most  vindictive  opponents, 
was  appouited  a  Judge  of  the  United  ^t.itos  District 
OouTt,  doling  the  administnition  of  Mr.  Je&nm; 

and  that  Mr.  Madison  had  frequently  manifested  his 
preferences  for  the  Martiiog  Mea  and  Lewisites  in 
this  State. 

It  appeals  to  hsfebeon  tfae-poliey  of  Hie  *^  Yiy^ia 

dynasty,**  for  a  series  of  years,  to  countenance  the  minor 
^^»ti0IIS  of  the  Dwocratic  party  in  New-York,  m 
oidsr  that  no  one  man  should  be  aUe  to  wield  the  in- 
fluence of  ^^o  powerful  a  State,  to  their  prejudice.  In 
accordance  with  this  policy,  iSolomon  South  wick,  one 
of  the  bitterest  enemies  of  Gov.  Tompkins,  hut  who 
fevered  Mr.  MonToe^s  pretensiom  to  the  Praidential 
chair,  was  appouited  Postmaster  at  Albany;  Gen. 
Povler,  alsoy  who  entertained  similar  views  with  Mr. 
6oiilfawiek,  was  appointed  one  of  tfie  CommisaioiMie 

under  the  British  treaty,  to  run  the  bouadaiy  line  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Canada. 

An  aetire  camraas  for  the  Presidential  notninatian 

was  had  in  Wai^ington,  immediately  after  ^  com- 
mencenoent  of  the  session  of  Congress,  in  Decembery 
1815.  The  ckums  <tf  Got.  Toinpkins  were  pressed 
widi  great  earnestness  by  his  friends,  erery  one  ef 

whom  resided  north  of  the  Potomac  river.  The  sec- 
ond choice  of  the  large  majority  of  the  New- York 
delegation,  was  William  H.  Cmwfosdy  of  Georgia, 
ftnmerly  a  dii^inguished  member  of  Congress,  and  * 
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an  ardeut  friend  and  supporter  of  the  w&x  with  Great 
Britaiii,  mdy  at  the  tioie  of  which  wb  fure  q¥wlring» 
the  Secretary  of  the  War  Department.  A  ineetmg 
of  the  J^publican  membeis  ixom  this  State  was  held^ 
£Ar  tha  purpose  of  deciding  oa  the  coiuve  Ihey  ihoidd 
poisiie.  Mr.  Hftitimflnd,  and  otiheis,  were  deauroiMiof 
taking  open  ground  for  Mr.  Crawford,  in  case  it  was 
fiyuud  incipofisible  to  piocuie  the  nomination  of  Gawm 
Tompkina*  Gob.  Porter,  John  W.  Taylor,  and  Enoa 

T.  Throop,  did  not  seem  inclined  to  commit  tlieni* 
selves  upon  the  questiomi  either  one  way  ox  the  other, 
and  Ihe  meeting  broke  up  without  eoming  to  any  df^ 
termination.    Mr.  Van  Buren  was  present  in  Wash- 
ington, at  this  time,  and  manifested  but  httle  anxiety 
,    upon  the  subject;  although  it  is  prcdliaUie  that  he  pre* 
fared  Mr*  Monroe  to  Mr.  Giawford.   Mr.  Clay  was: 
also  friendly  to  Monroe.    Judge  ^spencer,  who  had 
considerable  influeiLce  with  the  New-YorJcdeiegaiion^ 
was  in  fKVOt  o£  Crawford.   At  the  caucua  of  the 
Republican  members,  which  was  postponed  from  time 
to  timei  until  near  the,  close  o£  the  session,  Mr.  Hon- 
roe  leceiTod  sixty-five  votefl^  and  Mr.  dawted  fifty- 
four.    Got.  Tompkins  was  nominated  with  enliie 
ttnanimity,  as  the  candidate  for  Vice  President.  Or 
the  membecs  irom  this  State,  Messrs.  Throop^  Irving, 
and  Birdseye,  voted  for  Monroe;  andtheotfumivoaad 
for  Crawford.    Gen.  Porter  iiad  resigned  his  seat  pre- 
vious to  tbe  cauQUfiL 

The  L^ialatars  of  the  State  was  lequhwl  to  ooa«- 
"fme  on  the  30th  day  of  January,  1816|  but  as  par* 
ties  were  nearly  balanced  in  the  Assembly,  the  Fede- 
ral members  of  that  body  did  not  appear,  on  account; 
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of  the  absence  of  several  of  their  number.  On  tfia 
attttusg  day,  tbe  Hoane  was  oiganiiedi  bjr  d;ie  chok» 
of  Daiiiel  Cniger,  of  fitoubeOy  as  Spealcar.  Ha 

eebed  but  one  in  ijonty,  over  Jacob  R.  Van  Rensselaer, 
the  Federal  caiulidate.  Aaxtm  Clark  was  elected 
Gkik,  by  thne  inajcKity.  Ab  worn  aa  the  pmlwniiMiTy 
organization  had  been  completed,  William  A.  Duer, 
B  Federal  inembei'  trom  Dutchess,  presented  the  peti- 
tionof  Hmry  FeUowsy  who  elaimed  tiie  seat  of  Petar 
Attm,  vetoined  as  a  membor  rteot  from  tfie  county  of 

Oiitario.    The  facts  in  the  case,  as  admitted  on  all 
bands,  were  these :   Forty-ome  votes  were  given  for 
Henri/  Fellows,  ia  the  town  of  Peimington,  as  ap* 
peared  from  the  certificate  of  the  Inspectors  of  Elec- 
tion  filed  in  the  office  ol  ih  ■  i'own  Clerkj  but  in  the 
diqiUicala  smk  to  Ao  County  Cleik,  it  was  stated  that 
diat  number  of  votes  was  reoeiTed  by  Hen.  Fellows* 
These  forty-nine  votes  were  rejected  by  the  County 
Gkak,  and  die  o^rtifioate  giveii  to  Mr*  Alkn,  when 
the  opposing  oandidale  was  sleeted,  in  ftct,  by  thirty 
majority.    This  contested  election  case  occupied  the 
whole  time  of  the  House  during  the  first  week  of  the 
tenon.  There  weie  but  one  hundred  and  twenty-- 
three  members  present,  the  other  seats  having  been 
vacated  by  sickness  and  deatli,  and  the  vote  of  Mr. 
AJktk  gtm  COB  maionty  to  his  party  intends.  Tho 
diseosrioQ  whkdi  arose  iqwn  As  qneelion,  was  con- 
ducted  with  much  spirit  and  asperity.     The  most 
prominent  Federal  speakers  were,  Mr.  Duer,  Peter  A- 
Jay,  Thoinas  J.  Oaklsiy,  Jacob  R.  Tan  Rnseelaer,. 
James  Yanderpoel,  and  James  Lynch,  all  gentlemen 
^  GQuceded  abilityi  and  luduential  members  of  the 
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paxty.  Oa  the  olber  .«b  vssoi  Ooi.  Lomnvofdii 
of  IMttWRtt  oomity,  Joim  H.  Bendi,  of  0«jFUg%  and 

Gamaliel  H.  Barstow,  of  Tioga.  Col.  Young  had 
not  been  returned  to  this  Legislature,  cm  account  of 
ft.0ohin&  in  the  Cfimooraiic  imlci  in  Smtogaj  vfaidi 
prevented  his  re^nomination. 

While  the  Allen  case  was  pending  in  the  House, 
lbs  wholB  hnMnfMn  of  the  Laffislatiue  ww  suMiendML 
The  Idbbiee  were  eioiwded  with  anxkoos  spectatmn^ 

and  the  Senators  even  took  a  far  deeper  interest  in 
tljc  discussion,  than  in  the  proceedings  of  their  own 
bodf.  Mr.  TanBiiien  wtefiequently  onAefloorcf 
the  Assembly,  and  occasionally  gave  Mr.  Beach  the 
.beneht  of  his  suggestions.  This  furiuahed  an  oppor- 
tunitjr  to  Mr.  Duer  to  lehnhe  ^^genrtamen  of  the  Sen- 
atey^ae  he  temed  them,  for  infevfeiinginttiehiiaiiieii 
of  a  co-ordiiiate  branch  of  the  Legislature.  V  aiiuus 
motions  and  appeaia  weie  offaoed  and  taicBn  bf  the 
jPe^lecal  f^^m^i^^^**,  hot  I3ie  Bepuhheana  weae  delap* 

mined  on  completing  the  ors-anization,  imd  electing  a 
Counfiii  of  Appointment,  before  allowmg  the  question 
'4i£  the  eonleslad  aeat  to  ha  ■Bttlal :  and  aecoadinaiy. 
«very  Federal  proposition  was  voted  (town.  Mr.  At 
len  s  name  was  recorded  on  each  question,  even  when 
jhk  own  light  to  vote  waa  coneemed. 
Onthe4lhof  FUbrnoTf ,«ieaolaticni  wwadopt^  pio* 

Tiding  that  the  House  should  proceed  inmiediately  to 
the  r*hAi/*^f  ^f^L  (>^ni^|  r>f  4,p|inj;ptT^^  whereupontha 

feBowing  gentlnnen  weaeelaaled»Ti« ;  DaiinaCrasbf} 

William  Ross,  Perley  G.  Keyes,  and  Archibald  S.  Clark, 
The  GonuniUeaon  elections  madea  unanimous  report, 
IheiiastiaaniuigafiactheebomafAeCk^^ 
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the  question  of  agreeing  with  the  report,  one  hundred 
and  fkUom  membefs  ¥0ML  in  the  affirmftUve,  and  oii% 
Mr.  OaiMm,  of  Qmm&B^  in  the  nogallTe*  Tfai»  im^ 
defensible  course  of  the  Republican  members  of  the 
Assembly,  wu&  never  attempted  to  be  justified,  except 
mpimlyiMatf  gfooodi;  ^ad^^tkePet^rAUmLtg^ 
idaimre^  soon  became  a  leim  of  npfoaoh  to  the  par- 
ticipators in  this  disgraceful  transaction. 

The  Oovemor's  epeeoh  leiured}  in  geoeial  tmni^ 
'^lo  tbe  pmpeot  of  eoniieQCingfte  ^raten  of  Ihe 

son  with  those  of  the  Western  lakes  and  of  Cham- 
pkin,^'  and,  without  expresfiing  any  decided  opmioa 
on  the  questioii,  be  eoggeeted  toilie  LeguriaHue  tfia 
propriety  of  considering  whether  or  no  a  portion  of 
the  revenues  of  the  State  could  be  appropriated  to  the 
aocompUidmient  of  die  work,  ^^witboat  impoeiog  loo 
great  a  butfieii  upon  their  eoneCitnenlB.'^  Shortly 
after  the  org'anization,  an  able  memorial  in  favor  of 
<uiiistructing  tlio  Krie  and  Champiam  canals,  drawn 
4ip  by  Dewilt  ClinUm,  and  aigEied  by  hirne^ 

Bayard,  John  Pintard,  and  a  number  of  other  gentle- 
men of  the  ^'st  standing  in  the  city  of  New-Yoxk, 
wi8  pfeeenlfld  in  the  Hooee.  A  patiic  y»*>t*ffHi 
iriueh  wae  quile  nnmeimsly  attended,  was  alio  held 

in  Albany,  and  a  memorial  of  the  same  purport  adopt- 
ed^aod  signed  Chaaoelior  Laneing,  Arehifaald  Ifte- 
iotyre,  and  edieia.  In  ohedieiiee  to  Iheie  repeated 

expressions  of  the  puhlic  will,  an  act  was  passed 
by  the  Legisiatuie}  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for 
the  iiBgpcovtneiit  of  the  uilemal  navigalian  of  Hum 
fltOa."  The  OmX  Oommieainpfflet  appointed  by  tito 
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law  -were,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  Dewitt  Clinton, 
Samuel  Young,  Joseph  Ellicott,  of  Genesee,  and  My- 
lon  HoUfly^  of  Ctetario*  Ail  these  gentlemii  wm 
decoded  fiiends  of  die  canal  poScf^  '^"^  ^  except 
tion  of  Col.  Young,  who  had  entertained  some  doubts 
as  to  the  expediency-  of  the  measure,  but  was  held  ia 
high  eetoem  to  his  talents  and  integrity  of  character. 

An  act  was  also  passed  at  this  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature, re-organizing  the  Senatorial  Districts  in  the 
ficate,  by  which,  among;  other  changes,  the  counties 
of  Albany,  Ots^fO,  Schoharie,  and  Chenango,  were 
annexed  to  the  Middle  District.  But  little  business 
of"  importance  was  transactedi  by  the  Oouncil  elected 
by  the  wle  of  Peter  Allen,  except  the  appointment  of 
Robert  Tillotsori,  the  son  of  Doct.  Tillotson,  as  Sec- 
lelary  of  State,  in  the  place  of  Gen.  Porter,  who  had 
Msigned  the  office. 

The  RepnUican  caucus  was  held  on  the  20th  day 
of  February,  and  Gov.  Tompkins  and  Judge  Tayler, 
were  again  put  in  nomination.  The  Federal  maoh 
bsfs  do  not  appear  to  have  entertained  any  very  con* 
fidont  expectations  of  success,  althousfh  they  selected 
Kufus  Kmg,  and  George  Tibbits,  of  Troy,  as  their 
caadidflteB  for  GoTemor  and  Lieutenant  GovefDor. 
The  nomination  of  Mr.  King  was  probably  the  most 
popular  one  which  could  have  been  made,  as  he  had 
taken  a  decided  stand  in  &mxc  of  the  war,  and  vm 
able  loeoamiand  the  entite  stiength  of  bis  party ;  bat 
even  this  favorable  selection  did  not  prevent  the  com- 
plete defeat  of  the  Federal  ticket.  Gov.  Tompkins 
wia  le-eleeiid  in  April,  by  six  thousand  seven  huflh 
dred  and  sixty-five  majority,  in  a  poll  of  eighty-four 
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tbou&aad  and  fifty-uine  votes.    All  tlie  DistrictSi 

aad  two4hiicb  of  the  mHnben  <rf  the  lower  hoiiM 

were  of  the  same  political  couiplexion.  The  Sena- 
tes choflea  this  yeari  were  John  IX  Ditinis  and  Wal» 
ler  Bownoy  in  die  SoQtiMm  Diitrid ;  Marlm  Tan 

Biiren,  John  Noycs,  and  Peter  Swart,  in  tlie  Middle; 
md  Ephraim  Hart,  J  ohn  Kiipjk»  and  William  Mallory, 
a  die  Western  Dittrid. 

At  a  Tomldng  of  the  Oooncil  of  Appomtment,  held 
on  the  8tli  ol  July,  John  Van  Ness  Yates  was  removed 
ttm  the  (tftee  of  Becorder  of  the  city  of  Aibfaqr^ 
vpon  the  pranog  solieitatikiii  of  Judge  Spencer ;  and 
Philip  S.  Parker,  a  nephew  of  the  Jud^e,  was  appomt- 
ed  to  supply  the  veeaocy.  The  only  ground  of  ob- 
jeotm  to  the  oonturaanee  of  Mr.  Yates  inoffioe^  va% 
that  he  h€^  been  offieione  in  proenring  the  charter 
of  the  Bank  of  America,  and  was  an  active  Clinto- 
nian.  This  latter  objection  came  with  an  iU-gnee 
fiom  Mr.  Speneer^  between  whom  and  Mr.  Clinton, 

a  reconciliatinn  hiid  been  elic'Cted  during  the  previous 
Winter,  and  U  allerwards  occasioned  him  considfirabi^ 
embanassBMnt  Jodge  Spencer  was  a  man  of  sop^- 
rior  talents,  and  from  his  long  acquaintance  with  the 
most  active  ii^pubiicans  in  tlie  different  counties  of 
the  State,  was  enabled  to  command  an  infneneay 
wli]di,at  one  time,  appeared  to  be  ahnost  imaMblBt 
Mr.  Van  Buren  had  so  often  thwarted  him  in  his  am- 
bitious views,  and,  withal^  was  so  lornndahie  an  oppo* 
•Mnt|  espeeiaUy  wbm  meHog  in  ooneert  with  Gor. 
Tompkins,  that  he  had  determined  on  taking  care  of 
his  own  interests^  in  preiieieace  to  those  oi  olhe£s» 


i 

4 


Digitized  by  Google 


A  majority  of  the  Couacil  of  Appomimeat  were  his 
friends,  and^  in  masit  cam^  app^smd  rmdy  ud  wUr 
ling  to  can  y  out  his  wishes. 

The  New- York  Legislature  met  on  the  5th  day  of 
NoTember,  in  order  to  make  choice  of  Pmeidentiei 
Blectonr.  David  Woode,  of  Washington  comty,  mm 
elected  Speaker.  He  received  eig^hty-fonr  votes,  to 
thirty-three  for  James  Emott,  of  Dutchess,  who  wai^ 
the  Federal  candidate.  After  diooiing  EleeCon 
friendly  to  Monroe  and  Tompkins,  the  two  houses 
adjourned  to  the  2 1st  of  Jamiaryi  1817,  at  which 
time  the  r^idar  winter  sessioaoommenoed.  On  the 
28th  of  that  month,  Got.  Tompkins  sent  bis  last  an- 
nual Message  to  the  Legislature.  In  pursuance  of 
the  settled  policf  whidi  he  had  adopted,  he  lefrainsd 
from  oommitting  himself  upon  the  Canal 'quiestmL 

But,  altiiougii  he  was  so  sino-uhirly  cautious  and  pru- 
dent in  what  he  said  and  did  upon  this  subject,  he 
had  tile  boldness  to  recommend  the  entire  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  State,  to  take  place  on  the  4th  day 
of  July,  1827.  This  humane  recommendation  of  the 
fixeentiTey  and  other  activephilanthropiBts  in  the  States 
arnon^  whom        CadwaUadop  D.  Oolden,  Feler  A. 

Jay,  and  William  Jay,  was  adopted  by  the  Logislaiiirc. 

Most  of  the  time  of  the  Legislature  at  the  wmter 
sanion,  was  ooeopied  in  piessing  the  claims  of  rxtal 
candidates  for  the  oiiice  of  Governor,  in  the  place  of 
Mr.  T(»npkins,  who  had  been  elected  Vice  Presideut| 
and  was  expected  to  resign  early  in  Ihesprii^*  The 
frisiids  of  Mr.  CSinten  had  been  activriy  at  wovk  do* 

ring  the  summer  and  fall  of  1816,  and  a  large  nnm- 

ber  of  the  ^publioaa  membeis  were  decidedly  in 
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favor  of  his  nomination  as  the  candidate  for  Govern- 
OS*  Judge  Spencer  took  the  same  ground,  and 
ill  ooonsetioii  with  Monrik  Htft  ft&d  RosBy  of  tiit 
Senate,  and  Mr.  Woods  and  Barstow,  of  the  House, 
labored  assiduously  to  eilect  that  object.  On  the 
lith  of  Fehroury^  a  new  Connoil  'wae  deetad^  omi- 
Mtmr  of  Walter  Bowne,  John  Noyee^  Joint  h  Pien- 
delist,  and  Henry  Bloom,  all  of  whom,  except  Mr. 
Bownoi  were  friends  of  Judge  Speoeer*  This  new 
sngiiie  waa  fiirthwith  pat  in  opentionr  stnd  in  the 

hands  of  Mr.  Spencer  it  proved  a  powerful  ai^ent  in 
ititrengtheiung  the  cause  of  Mi.  Clinton.  The  ir'edir 
ml  leaden  expt&m&i  gveaft  anxiety  Son  the  noni- 
iBBtion  of  that  gentkmao,  and  Jndgw  Tan  Ness  and 
Piatt,  Jacob  R.  Van  Rensselaer  and  Eh^slia  Wiiiiams, 
me  actively  engaged  in  hie  behalf,  and  oaiieed  it 
l»  be  genecally  nndsntood  fliat  the  Fadeial  party 
mold  not  make  a  nouiiiiaLiou  in  opposition  to  him. 

Gov.  Tompkinfii  Mr.  Yau  Buxen,  Peter  Liirings* 
toOi  Waller  Bowney  and  othsr  BepQbUeaas  appoead 
to  Mr.  Clinton,  boare  up  braTely  against  such  fearful 
odds.  But  it  was  useless  for  them  to  contend  against 
.  the  tonent  of  pablie  opinion  whioh  wae  eonetantly 
'  nUiii^  in  ftom  the  Wealem  part  of  the  State.  The 
people  were  determined  on  opt  nino-  the  communica- 
tion between  the  liiices  and  the  Hudson,  whioh  had 
OMinly  origineled  with  Mr.  Olinlon,  and  it  wne  ntler 
madness  to  attempt  a  resistance  to  their  will.  Mr. 
Van  Buxen  and  Ins  friends  were  at  first  inclined  to  the 
(Vaaioni  thai  QoT^  .TompldBs  fihonldeo^ 
bath  Oe  ofieee  of  Tiee  Prandent  and  Qetmnrnj  but 
ths  uupopulaiity  of  such  a  couxse  waa  sufficient  to 
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ensure  its  speedy  abandonment,  and  the  Governor 
resigned  the  latter  office^  aiew  days  before  the  Ath  of 
Maieh.  It  vm  then  suggested,  that  the  Lieatsnaiit 
Governor  might  claim  to  act  as  Governor,  until  the 
close  of  the  regular  term,  in  1819 :  this  idea  was  found 
to  oome  in  conflict  with  the  Crastitutkm  of  1777,  and 
was  also  disearded.  The  bill  piwiding  for  the  elec- 
tion to  supply  the  vacancy,  was  passed  by  a  strong* 
vote*  Mr.  Yan  liureu  and  J\lr.  Livingston  voted  ia 
ill  fiiTor,  bat  Mr*  Bowne,  and  Mr,  Oantine,  who  was 

the  brother-in-law  of  Van  Buren,  voted  against  it. 
Thirty-two  members  of  the  House,  all  opponents  of 
Mr.  Ciinlon,  also  voted  In  the  negative. 

The  only'imaining  hope,  on  the  part  of  those  who 
were  anxious  to  defeat  Mr.  Clinton,  was  the  nomina- 
tion ci  some  other  candidate.  At  one  time,  it  was 
supposed  lhat  a  majority  of  the  Bepnbliean  membets 
would  vote  for  some  other  individual.  In  order  to 
prevent  such  a  result,  the  Glmtonians  proposed  that 
a  State  Convention  should  be  called,  to  consist  of  the 
Democratic  members,  and  <rf  delegates  selected  by 
conventions  in  those  counties  which  were  represented 
by  Federal  roembeis.  This  plan  was  finally  adopted^ 
and  the  Convention  assesnbled  on  the  flSth  day  <^ 
March.  Most  of  the  delegates  in  attendance  were 
friendly  to  Mr.  Clinton.  John  Woodwoith,  Elisha 
Jenkiiis,  Jcim  McCarthy,  and  Thomas  Haman,  ap<* 
peared  from  the  county  of  Albany ;  Nathan  Williams 
and  Henry  Huntington,  from  tlie  comity  of  Oneida ; 
and  QideoD  Giabger,  the  lata  Po^masHer  Genendi 
finm  die  oocmty  of  Ontario.  The  first  eandidale  Ibr 
the  nomiuation,  selected  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  his 
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ftiends,  was  Judge  Yates,  who  absolutely  declined 
iaing  a  candidate;  tbey  then  brought  forward  tbs 
juune  of  Porter.  On  the  ballot  taken  in  the  Con- 
vent ion,  Dewitt  Cliiitou  received  the  votes  of  sixty 
meinbers,  and  twenty^five  dei^teSy  and  Peter  B.  Pol- 
ler dioee  of  thirty-fbor  members,  and  aeven  delegalee. 
Lieut.  Got.  Taylor  wae  at  the  same  time  nominated 
for  re-election. 

The  adminiatration  of  the  State  Qaremment,  after 
llie  resignation  of  Cknr.  Tompkma,  derdyedon  Judge 
Tayler,  through  whosf/  in^ilrumentality  Dr.  Charles 
J).  Clooper  was  appumted  iSecretary  of  StatOi  in  the 
llaoe  of  Mr*  Tillotson,  whom  the  Council  lemoYedt 
as  it  was  understood,  on  account  of  his  opposition  to 
Mr.  Clinton.  The  bill  to  provide  for  the  construction 
<if  the  Erie  and  Champlain  Canala^  became  a  law  on 
tlie  ISth  of  April.  The  vote  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill  ui  the  Assembly,  siood  L>ixty4our  to  thirty-six.  In 
the  Senate,  there  were  eighter'!  votes  in  the  affirma- 
tive, to  nine  in  AenegatiTe.  Mr.¥anBnren,andfour 
oi  liis  friends  m  ihe  Senate,  voted  for  the  bill,  and  its 
jKissage  was  in  a  great  degree  ov/ing  to  his  zealous 
efierts  in  its  aupportt  Two  of  the  opponents  of  the 
measure  in  the  Senate,  Messrs.  Noyes  and  Bloom, 
were  friends  of  Judge  Spencer,  but  the  great  majority 
of  the  members  who  voted  against  it,  were  opposed  to 
lb.  Clinton.  Thus  was  the  first  decisive  step  taken, 
on  the  part  oi  this  State,  toward  the  completion  of  those 
great  public  works,  which,  whatever  may  be  the  merits 
iir  dcmeKita  of  their  odginatOTy  as  a  pdUticiaOi  will  le- 
aain  forever,  as  enduring  monuments  of  the  piadkni 
jeuius  and  foresight  of  Dewitt  Ciintan. 
IS 
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CHAPTEE  IX. 


1817— Election  of  Demtt  Clinton  as  Goremor  of  the  State — ^Partic- 
ulars of  the  Spring  Electinn — Jonathan  Dayton — Jabez  D.  Ham- 
mond— Roger  Skinner — Henry  Yatea — Removal  of  the  Tammanj 
Men— Thanksgiviog  Day — Legitlfttiireof  ISlS—Ogden  Edward»— 
tftditel  Ulfhoeil^r— Origin  of  the  Buckua  party— Indifl^raiiM 
of  Gor.  Clinton  to  the  operations  of  his  enemies — OppoaitiM  to 
the  Governor  in  the  Senate — Movements  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  and 
his  friends — The  Governor  embarrassed  by  the  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment— His  coldness  towards  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Col.  Young- 
Attempt  to  remoTo  the  former  from  tlie  office  of  Attorney  Gene* 
ral— John  V.  N.  Yates  appointed  Secretary  of  State — Project  of 
holding  a  State  Convention  to  do  away  with  the  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment, defeated — AprilElection — Gamaliel  H.  Barstow — The 
Federalists  of  'Ub— Their  division  into  diHweiit  classes — William 
L.  Mercy— Anticipated  diTieion  in  the  Democretic  renke— Refii- 
■ilof  the  Clintoniana  to  support  the  regular  nomination  for  Speik- 
er  at  the  session  of  the  Legislature  in  1819 — Dissentions  between 
the  different  sections  ofthe  Republican  party — The  Bucktails  taite 
ground  against  Gov.  Clinton — Republican  Caucus  to  nominate  a 
ctndidtte  for  U.  8.  Senetor.idjocinied without  trtufacting  any  bus- 
iness—Separation  of  the  Clinton[%nMn4  tbe  fiucktails — Position  of 
the  Federalists — Situation  of  parties  in  relation  to  the  pClblic  WOllBi 
— Successful  atte^pipts  to  excite  prejudiced  aqainst  Gov.'ClintMV- 
Benjamin  F.  Butler — Appointment  of  Mr.  Thompson  as  Secreta- 
ry of  the  NtTT— Judge  Speneer  appointed  Chief  Justice,  and  John 
Woodworth/ndge  of  the  Supreme  Court — The  Common  School, 
system  improved — April  Election — John  Townsend — Charles  E. 
Dudley — Gideon  Granger — Leo^islativc  Ses'sion  of  1S2IJ — John  C, 
Spencer — Controversy  in  regard  to  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Tompkins — 
Re-election  of  Rufus  King  as  U.  S.  Senator — The  Missouri  ques- 
tion—Jimes  Talmadge — Attempt  to  impeeeh  Jodge  WilUem  W. 
Van  Ness—Nomination  of  Daniel  D.Tompkins  and  Benj  amin  BCooflSf 
as  the  Republican  candidates  for  Governor  and  Lieut.  Governor— 
Dewitt  Clinton  and  Judge  Taijlei  nominated  by  their  friends»1830. 

But  litde  oppodtim  wai  made  to  tfie  election  of 

Mr.  Clinton.  The  Federalists,  in  accordance  with 
tbaig  previous  (if>daration»i  did  iu)t  make  any  iiomiiiA> 
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Umi  and  in  several  counties  wheze  tbe  CUntoniao» 
eomiMMed  the  majority  of  the  Democnitie  pait7y  ttwjr 

did  not  support  candidates  for  the  Assembly,  in  order 
that  persons  might  be  elected  who  were  friendly  to 
Mr.  Glintai.  Tickets  wen  distiibuled  by^tbe  Twn- 
many  party  in  New-Tork,  thimg^hmttheStote,  witti 
the  name  of  Peter  B.  Poi  let  piiiiltd  upon  iheni,  as  the 
candidate  for  GoYeruof ;  but  the  great  majority  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  a  large  number  of  the  Federal- 
ists, suppoittd  Clinton  and  Tayler.  No  excitement 
was  maai£bsted  at  the  polls,  and  the  vote  was  a  very 
tlight  006.  Some  few  of  the  fiieoda  of  Mr.  Porter 
gave  him  their  votes,  but  no  effort  was  made  in  faisi 
behalf.  The  ticket  nominated  by  tlie  Kepublicaa. 
-CoQveiitioa  was  almost  unanimously  elected:  Mr- 
CliDtm  leeming  ferty-thrae  thousand  three  hnndvsd 
and  teuTOtes,  and  Mr.  Porter  one  thousand  lour  hun- 
dred and  seventy-nine,  i^'uli  one  half  of  tlie  electors 
in  the  Stale  did  not  vote  upon  the  Gubematoriai  qoes- 
tkm.  Jonathan  Dayton  and  Steph^  Bamui  m  weie 
elected  to  tiie  Senate  from  the  Southern  District;  Jabez 
D.  Hammond  and  John  Lounsbury,  firom  the  Middle ; 
Boger  Skinner,  Samuel  Young,  and  Henry  Tates^ 
from  the  Eastern  ;  and  Isaac  Wilson  and  Jcdiah  Pren- 
derga&t,  Iroin  the  Western  District.  AU  the  i:>enatars 
diosen  were  BepuUicibis. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Appointment,  held 
after  the  inauguration  of  Gov.  CUutou,  on  the  27th 
day  <tf  August^  Beoijamin  Ferris  was  appointed  Clerk 
of  the  city  and  county  of  New-York,  and  John  W. 
Wyman,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit,  in  therooai  of  Jolia  L. 
Broomei  and  Robert  Mc  Comb.   The  only  ground  of 
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objection  to  the  old  iiiciuidK»l»appeW9  to  have  been, 
ihtfivstdMl  tfaejr  tetiFe  mmbm  of  the  Tam- 
many party.  An  atlmtpl  wm  nnde  to  indMe  tbe 

Governor  to  consent  to  a  general  removal  of  those  Re- 
publioam  wbo  had  oppoied  his  nrnnination;  Imt  he 
wisely  rafbted  to  yMd  lo  file  6iitiiMt» 

From  the  time  of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrinous  on 
Plymoutii  rock,  it  had  been  customary  hi  the  civil 
aalboiitiee  of  the  New»Eaglaiid  Stately  to  Ml  apurt 
a  day,  near  the  dote  of  the  year,  for  thanksgiving  and 
prayer.  Gov.  Jay  had  attempted  to  introduce  this 
hoDorad  and  iq)pf0prialeeiistoii^  bat 
tfie  Tdipons  prejudicea  of  the  people  were  aiooaed 
against  it,  and  he  felt  himself  reluctantly  compelled 
to  abandon  it.  In  the  fall  of  1817,  Gov.  Clinton  is- 
•Qod  a  iiroclaiiiatioii,  deaignatmythe  13th  day  of  No- 
vember for  that  purpose.  No  opposition  worthy  of 
notice  was  mamlested  to  the  observance  of  the  day, 
in  tho  maimet  leeommaiided  by  the  Govanior;  aai 
the  pfooedent,  thus  eatabUriied,  haa  oontmwd  infimeo 
down  to  the  present  time.  The  citizens  of  the  State 
have  not  only  concurred  in  the  propriety  of  obsarviog 
Hiis  ammal  fast,  but  it  has  been  a  gemial  source  of 

regret  among  them,  that  measures  were  not  taken  to 
establish  a  national  thanksgiving.  There  could  cer- 
tainly be  no  nobler  sight  in  the  univeiae)  than  to  be- 
hold a  great  and  mighty  people,  bowing  as  one  man, 
before  the  altars  where  their  fathers  have  worshipped, 
and  offering  their  united  thanks  fox  the  presenmtioii 
of  their  independenee,  the  pioteetiQa  of  their  cml  and 
religious  privileges,  and  the  rich  bounties  of  God's 
goodness  and  love. 
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the  27th  day  of  January,  1818.  David  Woods  was 
le-eiected  Speaker,  without  opposition.  It  soon  be- 
osiM  fifidftDl  lluit  ft  dulomiiMilioii  luid  Iw^i  fonv^rif 
on  Ihe  port  of  Mr.  Van  Btnren,  Col.  Youn^,  Peter  R. 
Livingston,  Roger  Skinner,  Walter  Buwne,  and 
tfaflir  SaandiB^  to  prapaie  ib»  way  for  aa  open  war 
against  the  Governor.  The  delegation  in  the  Honea 
from  the  city  of  New-York,  amonor  whom  were  Og- 
den   Eidwards,  Michael  Ulshoctfer,  Peter  Sharpa, 

Ciaikacn  CroUosy  Oadwallad^r  D.  Odden,  Hiory 

Meigs,  and  Isaac  Pierson,  were  all  Tammany  Men, 
and,  With  the  exception  of  Mx.  Golden,  bitterly  op- 
poaad  to  Mr.  Olintai.  Itwaaenstomaryfor  theoaeaii- 
hm  of  one  of  the  ordera  of  Aa  Tammany  Society,  to 

wear  the  tail  of  a  deer  in  their  hats,  on  certain  occa- 
sions;  and,  fr<MZi  this  circumstance,  the  New- York 
ddegation  were  called  Bnektails,  by  the  firienda  of  the 

Governor,  which  term  was  afterwards  applied  to  all 
the  Anti-Clintomans  in  the  State.  Gen.  iioot,  who 
waa  a  member  of  the  Home  ttda  wmtefi  from  Delar 
ware,  mi  William  0.  Bonck,  of  Sdioharie,  nniled 
with  the  opponents  of  Mr.  Clinton  in  the  attempt  to 
^fflil^yffigg  \^  ^firiniitratioPt 
Tktt  Chmmer  appeared,  through  some  sinfolar 

fatuity,  to  regard  all  these  ellbrts  of  Jus  enemies 
with  perioct  uiditierencc.  A  difficulty  occurred  be- 
tween Mr.  Tan  Buren  and  CM.  Yonng,  early  in  the 
SBssion,  which  Mr.  Hammond,  one  of  Mr.  Clinloiih 
.  most  active  friends  in  the  Senate,  thought  might  be 
tfkm  advantage  of  to  separate  Mr.  Young  £rom  his  old 
Msofiiffis  and  a  snneation  was  made  to  tfiat  sAot 
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t0  tfie  Chrremor.  But  the  latter  toetmS  to  be  deter- 
mined cm  maintaining  his  independence,  at  all  has- 
ards.  He  could  not  be  made  to  believe  that  there  was 
any  danger  detaching  a  majority  of  the  jRepublicaa' 
party  from  his  support,  and  it  was  only  when  the  nil- 
welcome  trutli  \v;is  lorced  upon  him,  that  he  learned 
to  regret  he  had  not  adopted  the  counsel  of  those  of 
hia  friends,  who,  like  Mr.  Hammond,  were  honestly 
and  tnily  attached  to  him.  This  was,  as  we  have 
before  remarked,  the  great,  the  fatal  mistake  of  Mr. 
Clinton.  He  would  not,  it  is  true,  give  his  cons^t 
to  a  sweeping  remoral  of  hts  opponents  from  office, 
neither  did  he  appear  desirous  of  bestowing  any  very 
important  places  on  his  supporters  in  the  Federal 
ranks ;  but  he  woold  not  stop  to  consider  upon  the 
means  necessary  to  sustain  him  in  his  position,  and 
to  counteract  the  schemes  which  were  constantly 
being  formed  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  his  in*- 
floence  and  popularity.  He  regarded  himself  as-  the' 
recognized  head  of  the  Republican  party:  its  desti- 
nies and  its  fortunes  were  in  his  hands ;  and  his  will 
was  the  suprente  law,  because  it  was  the  will  of  De>' 
witt  Clinton. 

Of  the  thurty-two  Senators  in  the  Legislature  of 
1818,  twenty-aeven  were  Republicans,  and  &ve  of 
Hiem  were  l^ederalists.  Thirteen  of  the  Republican 
Senators,  viz :  Van  Buren,  Livingston,  Skinner, 
Young,  Cantine,  Bowne,  fiamum,  Crosby,  Ditmis, 
Knox,  Dayton,  Ogden,  and  Seymour,  were  deeided  . 
Anti-Olintoninns ;  seven  of  them,  viz  :  Hammond, 
Bates,  Hart,  Lounsbury,  J.  L  Prendergast,  Jediah 

ftoodaqpst,  and  Boss,  woraimndly  to  Mr*  dtintoii ; 


• 
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wd  die  ottMa^  abo^  Wftwm  m  mmbar,  Tk:  Yat«% 

Noyes,  Swart,  Wilson,  Bicknell,  Swift,  and  Mallory, 
were  undecided  in  their  course.  Tiie  names  of  the 
Federal  Seaatoce  weie^  Tan  Tecblen,  TibbitSi  AUeDi 
Haeea),  and  Frey.  Fnmi  Ae  above  daaaificatioii,  it 
will  appear  tlia,t  tlie  Republican  Senators  op])osed  to 
Mr.  GlijUon,  possessed  by  iax  the  greatest  weight  of 
talent;  aiiddieywereeveDtiiaUyatiengtbeiiedfbyth^ 
addition  to  their  number  of  Messrs.  Jediah  Prender- 
,  gast,  and  Henry  Yates,  who  was  a  brother  of  Judge 
Yates.  Moei  of  the  ClintQnian  Seoaton  were  unex* 
perienced  in  the  polities  of  the  State;  Mr«  Roes  had 
been  in  the  Lesfislatnrc  iov  several  years,  but  did  not 
exhibit  much  tact  or  ability.  Mr.  Bates  and  Mr* 
Hart,  were  both  shiewd  and  raterpiising  men^  and 
had  it  not  been  for  an  unfortunate  jealousy  existing 
between  theai,  xmght  have  essentially  aided  the  Go- 
rmm.  Mr.  Hammond  was  decidedly  the  ahleit 
Clintonian  member  of  the  Senate;  he  wae  a  ready 
polUiCiil  writer,  and  a  cautious  and  discreet  politician, 
but  not  a  fluent  debater*  The  Federal  Senators  did 
not  appear  to  be  very  anxioue  to  take  aides^eitber  for 
or  against  Mr.  Clinton :  it  would  rather  appear  to 
have  been  their  policy  to  refrain  from  committing 
thmsriTes;  and  Abraham  Van  Vechten,  eapeciaUyi 
who  was  the  leading  man  amonff  them,  seemed  to 
take  peculiar  delisfht  in  witnessing  and  encou rack- 
ing the  divisions  and  dissentions  in  the  Domocratio 
pirty. 

The  first  business  of  impoiinucc  transacted  after  the 
meeting  of  the  Legislature,  was  the  choice  of  a  Coun- 
ciiof Ajqpointmeiit.  Throngfa  theifidp^^*tgr*^^*^  ^itfffrti 
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of  Mr.  Taa  Buwi,  and  olbAS%  a  Council  was  finaUy- 

but,  in  reality,  either  indilTercnt,  or  unfriendly  to  the 
Govauaor.   The  names  of  the  Senators  elected  to  thia 

Heniy  Yates,  and  Henry  Se3rmofif.   llr.  Taiaadid 

not  seem  inclined  to  take  any  active  part  in  the  dif- 

aantie  party ;  .but  faa  vaa,  to  a  great  aztent,  mite 

the  influence  of  his  brother,  who  had  become  actively 
enlisted  with  Mr.  Yaja  Bure%  CkiL  Young,  and  their 
ftMQdi.  He  alao  antBrteinad  a  gieat  dialike  to  JiMlg* 
Spencer,  and  was  anxious  to  have  his  relative,  John 
Tan  Ness  Yates,,  restored  to  the  office  of  Recorder  of 
Albaoy,  from  which  he  had  been  removed,  througb 
tba  infliMiea  oC  the  lodge.  Moat  ef  die  appointmenta 

made  by  the  Council,  were  entirely  controlled  by  Mr. 
Yates ;  not  that  they  were  dictated  by  him  in  reahtjTr 
but  it  waa  nceaawury  to  oonaolt  faia  oapriaea  betee  aft- 
tempting  any  thing  different  from  what  would  be 
juropoaed  by  the  Anti-Clintonian  members,  Mesna^ 
liviogatotiaiidSeyliMiiir*  CUwaUadarD«Clo)daiw« 
appoiflAed  Mayor  of  Ae  city  of  Naw-Toik,  by  Ate 

Council.  Col.  Paulding  was  the  candidate  of  Messrs. 
lAvingateo  aad  Seymouri  and  the  Governor  deaiseii 
Aa  appointmeutof  Sylvuna  Mr.£bHnaiOBd» 

however,  brought  forward  the  name  of  Mr.  Golden, 
and  induced  Mr.  Yates  to  sujpport  iiim.  The  casting 
volaof  Gov.  CUotoii  waa,  of  ooiuaa^  given  againattbo 
irvoiila  of  the  Tammaiiy  Man.  A  large  nmiber  of 
the  old  personal  friends  of  the  Governor,  were  either 
laaland*  at  aiiDaiiilad«  to  rariona  inmrtant  offioia  in 


Digitized  by 


ai  uwaouu  Ml 

die  State ;  bitt  naithflf  1M|  Qi  lb*  WrwucTf^ft^i  thought 
il  adnndte  to  appolni  vmuf  FsdmUilt  to  offloo^  aad 

although  the  claims  of  several  applicants  were  pressed 

with  mmh  mtxmtimtm,  veiy  i&w  appoialcaeatg  of  that 
dwradar  wwm  umAl  Aii  attnnpi  was  nuyte  I0  vd» 

more  Mr.  Van  Buren  from  the  office  of  Attorney 
Genera],  but  Mr.  Uammami  expressly  decUned  giv- 
mg  his  Msenty  upon  the  gmmd  thtt  thai  gmtkmm 
hmij  m  fiV|  soiluBed  the  regular  wminatinna  of  fl» 

party,  whether  made  in  accordance  witli  his  wishes 
or  otherwise,  and,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be  pco* 
ndbed.  The  nm  of  Mr.  COiiiloi^  iairiat^ 
change  in  this  office,  were  never  positively  known, 
hat  it  was  generaily  inferred,  firom  the  distant  man- 
UK  dial  be  pwawiyad  toward  Mr.  Van  Buren  and 
GoLTooBf,  and  the  onfiiTOfaUe  remarka  which  ha 

frequently  made  in  public,  that  he  would  consent  to 
the  removal.  Tiie  imyractieability  of  Mr.  Yates,  re« 
liiinod  Bidiaid  Bikar  in  a*  cd^ 

city  of  New- York,  wlien  the  Governor  and  Mr.  Ham- 
mond were  disposed  to  conier  the  appomtment  on 
Joaiah  <X  Hoffinan,  raoeotly  an  active  Fadarahat^  but 
at  thia  time  a  warm  friend  of  Gov.  Clinton.  Before 
the  close  of  the  winter  session,  Mr.  Yates  was  grati- 
fied in  one  of  hia  moat  iniDortant  wiabaa>  bw  the  ai^ 
jawiinaiiiof  John  T.  N.  Tatai^  aa  Sacralary  of  Slate, 

in  the  place  of  Doct.  Coo  per,  who  was  removed  by  the 

votes  of  Messrs.  Liviug&ton,  Saymou  r,  and  Yates.  ^Ir- 
ani of  tte  mast  failtar  ofipQiianta  of  the  Gkmnm^ 

were  selected  for  different  offices ;  as,  for  instance,  it 
was  agreed  to  appoint  £rastus  Koot  Distriot  Attorney 

oCtheooimtyof  DelawajB)  and  John  SaTagewaamada 
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District  Attorney  of  Washington  county.  The  law 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  this  class  of  officers 
in  each  county  oi  the  State,  was  passed  during  the 
session  of  the  Lecrislature  this  winter. 

No  business  of  unusnal  importance  was  transacted 
at  the  session  of  181S.  The  paUie  works,  which 
were  eloquently  commented  on  in  the  Governor's 
'Speech)  had  not  been  so  £Gur  comi^eted  as  to  requira 
much  additional  legislation.  In  the  Senate,  a  ques- 
tion arose  as  to  whether  Jediah  Prendergast,  or  Isaac 
Wilson,  was  entitled  to  a  seat  for  the  long  term.  These 
gentlemen  were  both  elected  in  the  Western  District, 
and  one  of  them  was  chosen  to  supply  a  vacancy.  No 
designation  of  the  candidate  to  serve  for  the  short 
term  was  required  by  law ;  and,  in  sueh  cases,  the  pep- 
son  haring  the  greatest  number  of  votes,  was  entitled 
to  serve  the  full  term.  Ninctv-one  votes  were  oriven 
in  ilu  District  for  Jedediah  Prendergast,  and  ten  for 
Jed.  Prendergast.  Forty-two  electors  made  oath  that 
they  had  voted  for  Jedediah  Prendergast,  but  in- 
tended to  vote  for  Jediah  Prendergast  These  votes 
would  have  given  Mr.  Prendeigast  a  majority  over 
Mr.  Wilson,  and  he  ought  to  have  been  declared 
elected  for  the  full  term.  The  subject  was  brought 
up  in  the  Senate,  and  Col.  Young  made  a  labored  ar- 
gument in  favor  of  assigning  the  seat  for  four  yeavs 
to  Mr.  Wilson.  On  taking  the  final  votOj  all  the  Anti- 
Ciintonian  Senators,  including  Mr.  Yates,  and  with  the 
exception  of  Mr.  Bowne,  voted  to  give  the  long  term 
1o  Wilson,  and  Messrs.  Bates,  Bowne,  Frey,  Ham* 
moi^d,  Hascal,  iiounsbury,  Noyes,  Ross,  Swart,  Tib- 
bits,  and  Van  Vechten,  voted  against  it.  Previous  to  tbm 
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tee,  Mr.  Pfeudpigart  btd  been  a  CHnlODiaii,  tnit  he 

DOW  became  a  decided  opponent  of  the  Governor. 

A  hill  was  brought  forward  in  the  Assembly,  by 
Ogden  Edwards,  of  New-York,  avlhoriziiig  a  Stale 
Gomroiitioii  to  be  called,  for  tbe 
ing  and  amending  that  part  of  the  Constitution  rela- 
ting to  the  appointment  of  officers.  The  otgect  of  the 
orinfinatortt  of  this  bOl  was,  to  do  away  with  tbe  Goim* 
cil  of  Appointment;  aud  the  Governor  was  urgently 
entreated,  by  Mr.  Hammond,  and  others,  to  give  hia 
assent  to  it,  and  exert  his  influence  ia  its  &iror ;  bathe* 
leftised  to  concur  in  any  project  that  came  from  Tam- 
mauy  Hall,  and,  consequently,  the  bill  was  defeated. 

In  antkipation  of  the  subsequent  separation  o£  tbe 
two  fiictions  composing  the  Republican  party,  Ifr. 

Van  Buren  and  his  friends  luaiinofed  very  adroitly  to 
secure  the  nomination  of  a  majority  of  candidates  in 
the  Senatorial  Districts,  who  already  were,  or  soon 
would  become,  hostile  to  Mr.  Clinton.  The  April 
election  passed  off  quietly.  The  Republican  ascend- 
aiiey  in  the  House,  was  fully  maintained.  The 
Senatote  elected  dm  year  were,  Darius  Crosby,  in  die 
Southern  District ;  William  Ross,  and  Moses  Austin, 
in  the  Middle ,  George  Rosecrantz,  and  Levi  Adams, 
in  the  Eastern;  and  Perry  G«  Childs,  Gamaliel  JL 
Barstow,  and  David  E.  Evans,  in  the  Western  Dis- 
trict. The  Federalists  interfered  but  Utile  with  the 
election.  The  more  shrewd  and  sagacious  men  in 
tinir  ranks,  eridently  foresaw  that  a  crisis  was  ap- 

proachino-,  hy  which  they  mijrht  profit,  as  a  party, 
if  they  themi»lves  could  remain  united;  but  they 
teed,  and  the  sequel  justified  those  foais,  Aat  the 
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high-inindedness,  the  Roman  firmness,  the  fierte  and 
dimlnefMliiy^of  tfie  FadmlimioC '9e»oaaldii0v«r 
apuB  be  aimised.  Il  eumot  be  dcnmd,  thai  fim 
time  of  the  first  organization  of  the  Federa!  party, 
dk>wn  to  and  induding  tba  larger  portioaof  Mr»  Mad- 

my  haife  been  Ambt 

errors,  howsoever  they  may  have  been  mistaken  on 
quQSUons  of  public  poiicyi  tliey  exhibited  traits  of 
ehaiMter  worthy  of  eeinmfliidalioiL  They  advMated 
iwmy  an  unpopular  measure,  in  the  fiu^e  of  an  oppo» 
sition,  which  it  required  "  a  stern  task  of  soul"  to  re- 
akH.  They  0|ieiity  avowed  doetnnes  that  wm  at 
war  with  die  lights  and  privileges  of  the  people,  and 
calcLilatcd  to  inilame  their  prejudices;  but,  as  a  gen- 
eral xuiei  they  cherished  too  high-toned  a  seose  of 
honoTi  to  waSkat  llunii  to  conceal  their  want  of  qrmpa* 
thy  with  the  multitude.  They  even  dared  to  oppose 
the  measures  of  a  popular  administration,  when  the 
war&wwaaatitab^gfat;  yettheydiditwillianio- 
laleoiiragewfaiefafewwoiddcaretohnitsle.  Butiiie 
nobility,  the  manlmoss,  of  Federalism,  had  become 
ehangedi  amid  the  contests  of  the  Burrites,  the  Lit- 
fa^pMona,  the  Cainionianis  and  the  BooktaUa;  tiiey 
had  lost  much  of  their  original  character,  by  then  in- 
terference with  the  partisan  struggles  which  had  dia- 
tiacted aiid  diTUed the I>eBiDaratie party.  Apoflifltt 
of  tfaefar  HUBshefy  aumig  whom  were  Atoaham  Van 
Vechten,  and  others  of  his  stamp,  had  no  thought  of 
abandoning  one  jot  or  tittle  of  their  creed  \  aaotber 
portiniy  wiio  Mlowed  the  lead  of  WiUiam  A«  Dusi^ 
John  A.  King,  and  William  Coleman,  of  the  Evening 

Post,  were  uiciined  to  iivor  the  opt^osUioa  to  Mr* 
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Giiaton  ^  ami  still  another  portion,  headed  by  Judges 
Tn  NeM  and  Piatt,  and  Thomii  J.  OaUeyi  with 
whom  Got.  dintcm  was  alvsady  upon  ternui  of  oon* 

fidential  communication,  were  prcjxarcd  to  sustain 
him  with  ib»  whole  weight  of  their  influence  and 
fSMr  auflracrcs.  This  last  menttoned  daa^  had 

been  hostile  to  Mr.  Van  Huron,  and  from  the  moment  f 
they  became  the  intuuate  friends  and  couusellofs  d 
the  fiieeiitif«,  ha  diieoted  all  his  effbrta  to  the  sa* 
organiBation  of  tfie  BepnUican  pavty. 

An  attempt  had  been  made,  in  the  wmter  of  1818, 
to  iiemo¥e  William  L.  Maicy,  theRecwkrof  iheoity 
of  Troy,  and  tereiml  otter  office  hidden  in  the  ooimtf 
of  Rensselaer,  who  were  zealous  adherents  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren ;  but  Mr.  Hammond  refused  to  give  his  consenti 
and  the  matter  waa  temporarily  put  at  leat  At  the 
April  election,  Mr.  Marcy  and  his  friends  refused  to 
vote  for  liie  regular  Republican  candidates  for  the  As- 
sembly, who  weie  Gliutonian%*and  put  in  nomifiatkm 
and  sopparted  a  sepeiate  ticket,  by  which  means  the 
county  returned  Federal  members.  The  same  course 
had  been  pursued  by  the  ixiends  of  Gov«  Giiaton  in  oth- 
erooimties  in  the  State;  and  Gen.Gennan,oneof  his 
most  confidential  advisers,  had  been  elected  by  the 
Federalists  aod  Clintonians,  in  opposition  to  the  regu- 
lar party  nomination ;  bat  this  dkl  not  oonstitate  any 
exensefor  Mr.  Haiey  and  hisassoeialee^  in  theestima- 
tion  of  the  majority  of  the  Council,  and  iliey  were  re- 
moved at  the  June  session.  The  Governor  himaeli^ 
alAough  it  was  notorious  that  he  had  always  eneonr*- 
aged  irregular  nominations,  exiiibitcd  more  than  oi- 

dinary  interest  in  eliec4uig  these  removals. 
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The  final  separation  of  the  contending  factions  in 
the  ^Democratlc  party,  was  a  subject  frequently  dis- 
euased,  duiing  the  smmner  and  fall  of  1818.  Mr«  Van 
Biiren  and  his  friends,  had  determined  on  its  accom- 
plishment, and  ihcy  only  waited  for  an  opportunity 
.which  would  afford  a  ptauiiUe  loaaoo  for  the  eepa^ 
xation,  and  at  the  flame  time  plaee  the  Glintcmiaiie 
clearly  in  the  wrong.  A  suitable  occasion  presented 
itself,  at  the  opening  of  the  session  of  the  Ijegialature 
in  1819.  In  purauanoe  of  a  fleeiet  nndmntanding,  an 
unusual  number  of  Biicktail  members  were  in  attend- 
ance at  Albany,  the  day  before  the  session.  Mr.  Yaa 
Boien,  Ck)L  Young,  and  others^  had  fixed  on  William 
Thompson,  a  member  from  the  eounty  of  Seneca,  ae 

their  candidate  for  the  Speakership.  He  had  fornK-rly 
represented  that  county  in  the  Assembly,  and  been 
thrown  into  collision  with  Judge  Tayler  and  Elidm 
WilHams ;  and,  on  that  account,  he  had  ac(|inred  an  an- 
tipathy to  Gov,  Clinton.  The  Glintonians,  generally, 
expected  to  support  John  Tan  Nesa  Yates,  a  member 
elect  from  Albany  comity,  for  the  office  of  Speaker; 
but  the  Governor,  and  Judge  Spencer,  deemed  it  advisa- 
ble to  bring  forward  a  man  of  more  ^mness  and  de- 
cision of  chamoter.  Tbeyaecofdingly  fixed  upon  Gen. 
German,  one  of  the  most  bitter  opponents  of  the  war 
in  1812,  who  had  actively  engaged  with  Mr.  Clinton^ 
Ifr.  Tan  Cortland,  and  others,  in  the  attempi  to  de- 
feat Tompkins  and  Tayler  in  1813,  ^d,  at  this  time, 
was  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  House  only  by  virtue  of  the 
joint  sufirages  of  Federalists  and  secedersirom  a  reg* 
ular  party  nomination.  A  candidate  mxm  ol^ieetiaiH 
Me  to  the  Auu-Clintonians,  and  the  wavenng  fie* 
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publican  members,  could  not  well  have  been  selected. 
Mr.  German  himself,  regarded  the  use  of  his  name  as- 
jszceedingly  unwise,  but  he  was  persuaded  to  follow 
the  advice  of  his  friends.  At  the  Republican  caucus, 
((U  .the  eyej^ing  of  the  4th  of  January,  there  were 
i||B|liity  ftx^  members  present.  On  the  ballot  for 
Speaker,  Hr.  Thompson  received  forty-two  votes,  and 
Gen.  German  thirty-three.  After  the  result  was  de- 
.^l^(§^.  the  friends  of  Mr.  German  refused  to  vote  fpr 
pt >linitnimons  nomination  of  Mr.  Thompson;  al- 
ledging,  as  a  reason  for  thus  disregarding  the  usages 
of  the  party,  that  some  ten  or  J&fteeu  of  their  friends^ 
had  not  arrived,  and  that  an  unfair  arrangement  had 
been  made,  by  which  all  the  Bucktails  arrived  in  sea- 
son for  the  caucus.  It  is  evident  that  this  was  entire- 
ly an  after  thought ;  otherwise,  the  Clintonians  would 
never  have  consented  to  go  into  the  caucus  at  alL 
The  truth  of  the  matter  probably  is,  that  they  were 
disappointed  in  the  votes  of  some  whom  they  counted 
mon  as  their  truest  men. 

The  regular  session  of  the  Legislature  commenced 
on  the  5th  of  January.  On  the  ballot  for  Speaker,  nei- 
ther of  the  candidates  had  a  majority  of  all  the  votes. 
|lr.  Thompson  was  supported  1^  the  Bucktails,  Gen. 
German,  who  was  the  highest  on  the  list,  by  the  Clin- 
tonians, and  William  A.  Duer  by  the  Federalists.. 
jA&es  balloting  four  times,  with  nearly  the  same  re- 
salt,  the  House  adjourned.  On  the  6th  inst.,  another 
ballot  was  had,  with  the  following  result :  for  German, 
fitty-five;  for  Thompson,  thirty-eight;  andforDue^ 
twenty.  There  being  no  choice,  a  motion  was  made 
by  Gen.  Hoot,  that  Mr.  Thompson  be  appointed 
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Speaker,  which  was  lost,  but  forty-one  members  voting 
in  the  afflimatiTe.  A  aimilftr  motkm,  {ooviding  iot 
the  appointmexit  of  Mr.  Dufir,  leottTed  bill  thixtf-OM 

votes,  and  was  also  declared  lost.  A  resolution  was 
then  olieredi  contaimng  the  name  of  Gen.  German^ 
whioh  was  adopledi  faya  vote  of  mty-mrut  to  tottf* 
eight.  Mr.  Duer,  and  John  A.  King,  also  a  Federal 
member  irom  Q,ueen8  county,  voted  against  the  last 
leaolotioii ;  bot  a  migority  of  the  Federal  menibeit 
voted  in  the  afflrmatiTO.  i%efticktaiboppoiedOeaa« 
German,  throughout ;  and  Gen.  Root,  and  a  few  others, 
aopiXHted  the  leaolntion  for  the  appomtment  of  Mr« 
Doer.  The  result  of  this  contest  estranged  an  im- 
mense number  of  Democrats  ia  the  country  from 
Gov.  Clinton ;  and  Messrs.  YateSs  Chiids,  and  Evans, 
of  the  Senate,  immediatriy  became  decided  in  their 
oppositiw  to  him.  It  was  leprribensilile  enough,  in 
their  estimation,  to  refuse  to  abide  by  tiie  decision  of 
a  caucus;  but  to  defiaat  its  action,  bj  the  assatance 
of  the  Fedendists,  with  a  candidale  who,  to  use  his 
own  Ian  giuige,  wished  "to  regain  the  con  faience  of 
his  old  friends,"  indicated  a  state  of  things  that 
might  well  excite  theu  alarm  and  appidienaiott. 
Another  circumstance  that  contributed  to  strengthen 
the  prevaihng  feeling  of  disadection,  was  the  circu- 
lation of  a  report,  originating  with  the  cpponenta  of 
Ae  Governor,  and  wholly  without  fnmdation,  thai 
he  A\  as  in  favor  of  the  re-election  of  Kulus  King, 
as  United  States  Senator.  This  report  placed  Mr. 
Chnton  in  a  very  embarrasfing  position.  He  could 
not  admit  its  authenticity,  witlioiit  giving  dissatis- 
faction to  his  iriends;  when  he  attempted  to  deny 
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ili  be  wm  mi  vkh  tba  charge  of  hypoeiisjr ;  and  if 
be  andeavorad  Co  eoDftno  the  denial,  by  speainiif 

ao^ainst  Mr.  King  iii  public,  that  gentleman^s  fiieads 
Ibrtluvith  became  his  most  viadicuve  opponents. 

The  laal  oaueua  held  If  the  taro  partiee  of  Repitb* 
licans  together,  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  nomina* 
ting  a  candidate  for  United  States  Senator.  A  nuoi- 
tar  of  the  CHinUmiao  membeia  of  die  Legialalare, 
wifhed  to  keep  the  party  united,  and  weredetemrined 
to  support  any  geiitlcinan  who  should  be  nominated. 
Metus.  Uaounond,  BaratoWi  and  Adams,  of  tlie  Sea* 
ale,  were  eepeeially  anxious  on  this  eubject ;  but  Gov. 
Clintoiij  Judge  Spencer,  and  a  majority  of  their  mo^i  in- 
fluential friends,  were  entuely  mdUferent.  Mr.  Van 
BqmI|  and  Gol.  Young,  were  not  piesent  at  the 
eauotia,  and  it  is  pretty  certain  that  they  were  eatiefied 
the  Clintonian  candidate;  Jolin  0.  Spencer,  would  re- 
eeife  a  majority  ctf  tlie  Totes,  in  case  a  ballot  was  had. 
Ae  eooo  ae  the  meeting  was  organised,  several  of  the 

Anti-Clintoniaiis  proceeded  to  denuuiice  the  Governor 
and  to  charge  bis  friends  with  bad  faith,  in  not  sup. 
potting  the  caucus  nominatioo  for  Speaker.  This  led 
to  a  violent  personal  alteroation  between  Geo.  Ger- 
man and  Peter  K.  Livingston,  which  was  terminated 
by  theactjoummentof  the  caucus,  without  transacting 
any  bustaess.  On  the  day  appointed  for  the  election 
of  a  Senator  in  Congress,  no  nomination  was  made  in 
the  Assembly.  Mr.  Spencer  received  fifty-four  voteSi 
CM.  Toung  fiMty-four,  and  Mr.  King  thirty^fonr. 
The  relative  strength  of  Mr.  Speneer  and  Col.  Young^ 
on  joint  baliot,  would  have  been  aixty-four  to  iifty- 
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seven,  if  the  Federalists  had  continued  to  adhere  to 
Mr.  Kmg»  as  ihey  probably  would  have  dona. 
At  the  aewioD  of  the  Legi^laltue  in  181S,  moat  cS 

the  Republican  iiieinbcrs  opposed  to  the  Governor, 

With  the  exceptioa  of  Mr^.  Van  Buren,  Gol.  Young, 
and  Bogar  Skinner,  warn  uufinaiidly  lo  bis  aehania  qf 
internal  improvements :  but,  dnringrthe  winter  of  1819, 
a  change  of  policy  was  made  in  liiis  respect.  Gen. 
Boot,  Mr.  Sbarpei  and  a  few  oibexi^  whobad  baeii  tbe 
most  bitter  in  ridicnling  the  Gtovemor's  projects,  Md 
out  stoutly  in  their  opposition  ;  ,bnt  the  ^reat  majority 
of  the  Bncktmisi  either  iroui  a  desire  to  Mi  in  with 
the  prevailing  sentiment  in  the  weelem  part  of  tbe 
State,  or  from  a  sincere  conviction  of  its  usefulness, 
hecame  converts  to  the  system  which  Mr.  CUaton  bad 
advooated  and  defended,  by  eo  many  able  argoments 
in  his  annua]  speeches,  to  the  two  bouiee.  NotcoiilMM 
Willi  aiding  the  various  canal  measures  bv  their  votes, 
they  even  went  so  far  as  to  accuse  Mr,  Ciiatoofs 
friends  of  hostility  lo  the  (wblie  worka^  beeaoae  a  per* 
tion  of  them  voted  against  a  general  expenditure 
of  money,  until  the  practicability  of  the  plan  wascon- 
dnsively  shown,  by  tbe  completion  of  ceitaia  seetione 
which  were  already  commenced.  The  circumstanees 
attending  this  vote,  were  as  loilows  :  When  the  canal 
bill  was  before  tbe  Senate,  Mr,  Hammond  moved  lo 
strike  oat  eo  much  thereof  as  authorised  the  Oaml 

Coiiunissiouers  to  open  u  caijal  communication  be- 
tween the  Seneca  river  and  lake  £rie,  and  between 
Utica  and  the  Hudaoa  rirer,  and  aoooiBpanied  the 
motion  with  a  speech,  in  which  be  stated  ^at  he  was 


* 
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decidedly  lu  favtw  of  consiiucting  the  whole  work, 
tat' he  boliafad  it  woqM  be  adraaUe  to  eomptote  the 
Chimplaici  eenai,  and  the  middle  eeetton  of  the  Erie 

canal,  ia  order  to  ensure  a  continuance  of  public  con- 
fidence ia  the  plaOi  before  attempttog  to  commence 
the  other  eectkme.  The  fotlowing  wm  the  Tote  oti 

Mr.  Hammond's  motion : 

Ape» — Messrs.  Ausuu,  BarnuiU|  fiarstow,  Bowue, 
Oifloo,  DitmuB,  Hemraondi  LtvingHoD,  LoQDsbaTjr, 
No^es;  Ross,  Strait — tmive. 

Naps — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Bates,  Childs,  Evans^ 
Fray,  H«ft|  Koox,  Meiiory,  Boeekrautz,  SeyiDOCir, 
CUdimer,  Yen  Boren,  Waleod,  Totee,  Toaiig— sixteen. 

Separate  motions  were  tlicn  made,  by  xMessis.  Ross 
aod  Hammoad,  bpth  devoted  friends  of  Gov.  CiintOD, 
leetrike  oml  the  cieQeea  eatlioming  the  commence^ 
ment  of  the  work  on  the  eeeieni  and  western  sections, 
baiiii  of  which  were  lost.  Most  of  the  Bucktaii  8eoa^ 
ton^  and  the  Oimtoniens  leBiding  ia  the  western  pan 
d  Ike  giate,  voted  acfainet  the  two  motions,  while  a 
majority  of  Mr.  Clinton's  friends  supported  them. 
The  result  of  tbese  votes  was  paraded  in  the  columns 
ef  the  Albany  Aigns^  which  had  now  become  the 
organ  of  the  Anti-Clintonians,  in  consequence  of  a 
tivalry  between  that  paper  and  tlie  Albany  Regis- 
ler,  ibeo  nnder  the  ooottol  of  IsnMi  W.  Uarbi 
end  coofidentlf  referred  to,  as  the  evidence  of  an  in- 
tentiou  to  abandon  the  policy  which  had  so  long  been 
aivoeeted  bf  the  Governor's  friends.  A  pamphlel 
was  alee  written,  by  Benjannn  P.  Bntler,  then  a 
young  lawyer,  connected  iii  business  with  Mr.  Van 
fiusen,  and  jrapidiy  acquiring  proieasional  distinctumi 
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in  which  the  same  view  of  the  subject  was  takfiU. 
'ThkdocumeotiaiMl  the  nuiiibmaf  the  AUmajAxgm 
liaTing  rafcmict  to  Ito  aaoiA  mitter^  wmdssolilBd 

«U  over  the  State. 

Tiie  choke  oi  ft  Canal  CkunnuMyboer,  to  supply  the 
wwtmf  ocetiifMiad  by  ihs  xwrigDalikttof  Joieph  BUi* 
cott,  devolved  upon  the  Legislature  now  in  session. 
The  resignation  having  been  made  during  the  reoasBi 
Qor.  Clioton  had  tampamriljr  ftppoiolMd  Mi.  HitfCyirf 
the  Senate.  The  Anti-Ciiiit«iiiknw  brought  torwui 
rtje  name  of  Henry  Seymour,  who  was  elected  on 
joiat  baUoti  by  one  nudity.  The  Federalists  dividad 
their  volea  belweao  the  two  candidate^  end  m  few  cf 

the  Clintonians  supported  Mr.  Seyniourj  in  opposition 
lo  Mr.  Hart.  Mr.  Buei  announced  the  result  of  thia 
Toto)  in  the  Aigoai  in  the  following  terms :  ma- 
jority of  the  Canal  Oominiaikwieia  am  now  politically 
opposed  to  the  Governor,  and  it  will  not  be  necessary 
for  A  person  wiio  wiahea  to  obtain  employment  on  the 
e«ial)  as  agent,  eotttmeler,  or  otherwise,  to«row  bi» 
self  a  Clintonian."  These  successive  attacks  upon 
the  Governor,  m  relation  to  the  canals,  though  in 
-most  tetpeeta  eioeedingiy  nojoet  and  ongsneioai^ 
operated  powerfully  to  destroy  his  popularity  with 
the  Democratic  party.  Mr.  Oakley,  at  the  head  of 
the  lergar  portioD  of  the  Fadeiai  partyi  wna  nieuiteui* 
ing  a  digniftsd  nwtmlity,  but,  at  the  same  time,  ready 
to  unite  with  the  Governor,  as  soon  as  a  favora- 
ble opportunity  oiiered*  The  minority  of  the  Fed*  ^ 
eraliatB  wera,  in  like  manner,  pvqpering  to  follow  | 
Mr.  Duer  and  Mr.  King  into  the  Bucktaii  camp.  ! 
Mx.  Van  Vechten,  and  his  uUra  Feder^  irisndsi  weio 
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mte  loakers  on^  while  these  movemeuts  were  in  pro- 

OMof  Jii9tio0'FiMNiip0Dii  wMs  nuuld  flecTOteTy  of  llio 

Navy  this  winter,  and  Judge  Spencer  was  promoted 
to  his  piice.  Tl^  Taeancy  on  the  bench  was  filled 
1^  the  appointment  of  John  Woodwcvdi.  While  ths 

question  was  stlfl  under  discussion,  a  profect  was 
started,  oC  adding  two  more  Judges  to  the  Supreme 
CbniCy  on  acoonnt  of  the  nptd  accimuiktion  of  biisi* 
ness,  and  the  delays  consequent  thereupon  ;  and  of 
conferruig  the  three  appointments  on  Mr.  ^Vood- 
wsrflii  who  was  a  ClintxHiian,  Samnel  Jones,  Jr^  a 
Federalist,  and  Hr.  Van  Bmen ;  but  the  oppoeitiott 
of  the  old  Judges  to  this  sub-division  of  their  power 
aod  patioiiag8|  prevented  the  measure  from  being 
wmdintoeflbct 

On  the  8th  day  of  February,  Mr.  Root  offered  a 
resolution  providuig  for  the  call  of  a  Convention, 
''with  nslimitBd  powen,  to  revisei  alter,  or  modify 
Ihs  OoiistitQtkm.''  Mr.  Baeon,  a  Olmtooian  memlm 
from  Oneida  county,  supported  the  resolution.  John 
Tan  Ness  ¥ateS|  howerer,  made  a  speech  against  it 
The  Pedevalists  also  opposed  it,  and  prsfented  Hs 
ail  option.  A  bill  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Hawley,  the 
Supermtendent  of  Common  Schools,  providing  lor 
Uma  re-organiaaiion,  and  establishing  the  system 
which  is  now  in  existence,  was  introduced  into  the 
Legislature,  and  became  a  law,  at  this  session. 

Previous  to  the  a(i(joammMit  of  the  Legislature^ 
the  Ointonian  memhers  adopted,  and  siifned,  an  ad- 
dress, wntteti  \)y  Mr.  HaniDioud,  iii  which  the  course, 
of  the  iiucktiuis,  in  refosmg  to  support  Mr.  Spencer 
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for  the  office  of  United  States  Senator,  ^\^as  comment- 
ed on  at  ieogth,  and  the  motives  and  objects  of  Mr. 
Tan  Biirai»  and  otfaera,  in  qipoiing  the  Cbvemor, 
were  reviewed  with  great  ability;  while,  sing^ularly 
enough,  the  circumstaDces  atiendujg  the  election  of 
Qm.  Gennan  as  Speaker,  and  the  ooldneaB  and  ill- 
temper  manifested  by  Got.  Clinton  towards  Mr.  Tan 
Buren  and  Col.  Young,  from  the  commencement  of 
his  adimnistratiotiy  were  ^tirely  overlooked.  An 
addieas,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Marcy,  and  signed  by  the 
Bucktail  members,  was  also  published,  in  which  the 
Reasons  of  their  opposition  to  Gov.  Clinton  were  stated 
with  great  diatinotneas  and  fbroe. 

At  the  April  election,  the  war  between  the  Buck- 
tails  and  Chntonians  was  warmer  than  ever.    In  the 
Southern  Senatorial  District,  Peter  R.  Livingston  and 
John  Townaend^  the  Boektail  candidates,  were  dected, 
over  James  Talhnadge  and  Pierre  Van  Cortland,  who 
were  suj^rted  by  the  Ciintonians.   In  the  Middle 
Disiirict,  a  great  majority  of  the  Repnbiicana  wefe 
opposed  to  Mr.  Chnton,  and,  therefore,  the  Ciintonians 
and  Federalists  united  in  the  nomination  of  Elisha 
Jenkins  and  AmnahMeteaif.  This  nomination  woold 
hare  suceeeded,  had  it  not  been  for  the  fact  diat  Abfar-> 
ham  Van  Vechten  and  Soloinon  Sonthwick  took  the 
field  as  stump  candidates  ;  the  ioimer  claiming  the 
support  of  the  ultra  Federalists,  and  the  latter  that  of 
the  ultra  Ciintonians.    The  result  was,  the  election 
of  Charles  E.  Dudley  and  John  T.  Moore,  the  Buck- 
tail  candidates.  Benjamin  Moeis,  Duncan  Mc  Max- 
tin,  and  Thomas  Frothingham,  elected  in  the  Eastern 
District  and  Gideon  Granger  and  Lyman  Paine,  in 
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Uw  W«Btem  INrtricly  ware  C^iiiUmiaiis.  A  HM^orily 

of  tlic  aieinbers  elect  to  the  Assembly,  inchidiiig  tlie 
Clintonian  FederalistS|  were  iriendly  to  the  State  ' 
idmiiustiation. 

ThB  FedefalifltSy  in  those  ccmnties  where  they  were 
in  a  miuorily,  supported  the  Clintonian  candidatesj  at 
the  spring  electiooi  bat  they  were  not  yet  comfdetely 
ideotified  with  the  friends  of  Mr.  CliDtoo.  The  ope- 
rations of  the  Council  of  A{)i)nintment,  in  the  spring 
and  suuuner  of  lb  19,  tended  very  strongly  to  produce 
this  zemilt  New  Ckmimissioiis  of  the  Peace  were 
issued  to  several  counties,  and  the  places  held  by 
Bucktails  were  promiscuously  filled  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  ClintoDians  and  Federalists.  Richard  Riker 
was  ranoTed  from  the  office  of  Recorder  of  the  city 
of  New- York,  and  Peter  A.  Jay,  an  honest  and  con- 
sistent, but  undeviating  Federalist,  was  appointed  in 
bis  place.  In  the  month  of  July,  Mr.  Yan  Baren  was 
removed  from  the  office  which  he  held,  and  Thomas 
J.  Oakley,  the  Federal  leader  in  the  Assemblyi  ap- 
pQiDted  Attorney  General  of  the  State. 

A  controversy  arose  this  summer,  between  Mr.  Me 
Lityie,  the  Comptroller  of  the  State,  and  the  Vice 
President,  Mr.  Tompkins,  in  relation  to  the  settlement 
of  the  accounts  of  the  latter,  under  the  law  passed  at 
the  preceding  session  of  the  Learislature,  which  was 
continued  with  great  bitterness,  in  connection  with 
the  party  politics  of  the  State,  until  after  the  election 
in  1890.  Mr.  Tompkins,  while  Governor  of  the 
feiate,  liiid  exjjcnded  and  disbursed  several  niillions 
of  dollars,  for  war  purposes.  Either  through  careless- 
ness in  making  payments  if  ithout  obtaining  the  ne- 
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eesiary  vouchersi  or  m  muigUog  the  iuxuk  of  th» 
pobiic  with  his  owjn  privale  moiie7»  it  appMond  upoa 

I  the  final  adjustment  of  his  accounts,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived about  one  iiuiidred  and  twenty  thousand  dol* 
lars  for  which  he  couldg ive  no  aoco|iiit;  but  in  order 
to  balance  the  deficiency,  he  daimed  a  set  off  of  mx. 
iiundred  thousaiKl  dolhirs,  for  commissions.  In  the 
year  1818,  the  Legislature  iiad  appointed  William  JL. 
Bayard,  Cadwallader  D«  ColdeOi  end  Bobert  Bogar* 
dus,  Commissioners  to  adjust  the  accounts,  on  princi- 
ples of  equity.  Mr.  Bogardus  did  not  act  on  the 
commission.  Messrs.  Golden  and  Bayard^  both  of 
whom  were  politically  opposed  to  the  Vice  President^ 
madeareport  to  the  Legislature  in  ISIU,  in  which  they 
paid  an  eloquent  tribute  to  the  services  of  Mi.  Tomp-^ 
kinsi  and  recmnmended  that  a  Ubend  allowance  should 
be  made  to  him  for  commissions.  A  bill  was  therefore 
passed,  in  accordance  with  the  report  of  the  Conums- 
sionersi  directing  the  Comptroller  to  settle  theaccounts^ 
and  to  allow  the  Vice  President  the  market  pf eminm 
on  the  sum  of  one  nnllion  of  dollars,  which  he  had 
borrowed  on  his  own  personal  responsibility,  and 
npon.  the  pledge  of  United  States  stock  and  treasury 
notes.  The  premium  on  this  amount,  if  allowed,, 
would  have  shown  a  balance  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  dollars  in  favor  of  Mr.  Tompkins. 
The  Comptroller  became  alarmed  at  this  demand,  and 
adopted  a  construction  of  the  terms  of  the  act,  which 
was  evidently  foreign  from  the  intention  of  tlie  Legis- 
lature, because  all  the  facts  were  before  them,  and  das- 
puted  the  allowance  in  toto,  on  the  ground  that  the 
money  had  been  borrowed  on  a  pledge  of  stock  and 
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tmsury  notes,  and  not  strictly  on  the  personal  re- 
flBOOfibilitv  of  Mr*  TomokuuL  This  dotiMTntiiitiftfi 
(tf  the  Oomptroller  put  aa  end  to  the  wttkmeiit  of 

the  accoiaU.s  :  and  alihousrh  he  oliurtMl  to  submit  tlie 
decision  of  the  question  to  diflerent  law  oliicers  of  the 
Starter  the  Yioe  Piendiiil  doehoed  takiiig  th«t  connM^  \ 
fiMP  the  reason,  that  all,  m  a  majority,  of  the  peraons 
selected  as  umpires,  were  his  warmest  poiiticai  oppo-' 
nHitB.  A  piotraoted  coneqmidBDce  enaiied  betwwn 
theBB  two  g^illomen,  \diieb  wm  publiabed  and  eireo* 
lated  tiirough  the  State. 

The  I^egisiature  coaveiied  ui  January^  18ii0|  for 
file  iQgolar  anniial  seaakML  John  C.  Spencer  was 
chosen  Speaker.  The  vote  on  this  question  stood : 
for  Spencer,  sixty-four  ;  for  Petex  Sharpe,My;  and 
acatteringy  seven.  The  first  busiiieis  of  importaoee 
fiiat  engaged  dio  attention  of  the  members,  was 
the  election  of  a  United  vStates  Senator,  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  King.  An  able  pamphlet,  written  jointly  by 
Mr.  Tan  Buien  and  Mr.  Maiejr^  had  been  paUUUied 
and  distributed  among  the  RepublicMU  members,  a 
few  weeks  previous  to  the  commjencement  of  the  sea* 
noBi  in  whieh  the  Federalists  were  divided  into  Ihvao 
disies,  vm :  the  violMit  politieians,  who  were  deter- 
mined to  rule  or  niiii;  the  drilled  partizans,  who 
thought  the  war  impditic,  and  thereidre  of^osed  Mr. 
Ihdnoii's  administration ;  and  the  man  who^  not- 

withstanding  tlieir  opposition  to  the  Repnl)lican  ]iarty, 
felt  themselves  bound  by  theii  obligations  to  the  coun- 
try, to  sopport  the  war  measnres  of  the  General  Got- 
emment  The  aothois  of  this  document  alledged, 
that  Mr  King  bdonged  to  the  thurd  and  last  class,  aa 
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was  the  case  la  point  of  fact,  and  therefore  advised 
his  re-eiecUoa,  This  recommendatioa  was  stx^u^gely 
iiMODiittoDt  with  the  cfaaige  fimnprly  wadt  agunst 
Gov.  Clinton,  by  the  Bocktails,  tb«t  he  was  iriendly 
to  Mr.  Kuig,  as  if  that  were  a  heinous  sin  in  hini| 
whiofa  wa»  a  oonuQeodabie  vixtw  buttbe 
grand  secret  at  the  foundatkm  of  thui  whole  mam- 

ment  was,  that  Mr.  King  was  opposed  to  the  re-elec- 
tioa  of  Mr.  Ciintcmi  afi  was  stated  m  the  pamphlet 
and  mgad  upon  the  coneidetatkm  of  the  Bapahliean 
members.  This  attempt  to  withdraw  a  portion  of 
the  Federaliats  from  the  support  of  Mr*  QUnUm^  oiUy 
paxtaaUy  suoeaededi.  Mr«  King  wai  imammmttly 
turned  to  the  Senate,  however,  as  the  Feden^fets, 
111  icier  tiie  lead  of  Mr.  Oakley,  did  not  seem  to  have 
tui&cient  sfMiit  to  desert  their  ekl  candidate,  and  die 
OMntooiani  wete  powerieae  without  their  aaMtanns. 

Gov.  Chnton  fell  in  with  the  popular  current  this 
winter,  and  recommfiiided  in  his  aimuai  speech,  that 
a  State  Oonvention  should  be  cidied,  with  limited 
powers,  to  abolMi  the  Council  of  Appointment,  and 
consider  other  amendments  that  might  be  proposed. 
A  bill  was  introduced  into  the  Legislature,  in  coor- 
formity  widi  this  reeonunendatkm,  but,  as  die  Peder- 
alists  were  opposed  to  a  Convention,  and  the  Buck- 
tails  desired  to  have  one  called  with  unlimited  pow- 
01%  it  fiuled  of  beooming  a  law. 

A  resolution  passed  both  houses  of  the  Legislature, 
unanimously,  in  the  early  psurt  of  the  session,  instruct- 
ing the  Semtois,  and  requesting  the  Bepresentativies 
ftom  this  Slate,  to  support  Mr.  James  Tathnadge,  in  > 
his  objection  to  the  admission  of  the  territory  of  Mis- 
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mnxA  into  Am  Unkm  at  a  Stats,  on  die  gmuul  duit 

ller  constitution  expressly  tolerated  slaveTT* 

The  Council  of  Appointment  chofien  this  year,  by 
Ihe  joint  Tolea  of  the  CSintoiiiaiia  and  Federaiiriay 
consisted  of  John  D.  Ditmus,  John  TiOunsbury,  Levi 
Adams,  and  Ephraun  Hart,  all  of  wiiaui,  with  the 
teieeptioD  of  Mr.  IMlnnu,  weie  Clm  Aamoat 
of  the  offices  in  ^  State  weie  abeady  fiOed  fey  dm- 
tomans,  few  changes  were  made  by  the  new  Council. 

On  the  aeOi  day  <rf  Januaiy,  Gen.  Boot  oiflbied  « 
lesolntkm,  prcrridnif  for  an  mqniry  into  the  condnet 

of  Jndsre  Wilham  A\\  \'aii  rscss.  \\'\\\}  a  vicwtohis  im- 
peachment. The  ciiarge  prof*  1 1  ( ( 1  against  the  Judge, 
cfiginally  appealed  in  the  New- York  Ameiican,  and 
was,  in  substance,  that  he  had  received  the  sum 
of  five  thousand  dollors,  for  his  assistance  in  procurmg 
Hie  chulBir  of  the  Bank  of  America.  From  the  teeti* 
mony  of  BUahm  Williams,  who  was  a  party  to  die 
transaction,  it  did  not  appear  that  there  was  any 
fonndatiau  lor  the  charge,  and  it  was  su&ted  to  iail 
tothe  groond.  lodge  YanNeas  waeaverf  aenahii^ 
man,  and  this  attack  upon  his  character  affected  his 
liealth  to  8ueh  a  degree,  that  he  never  entirely  recov- 
fled  it. 

On  the  Ml  day  of  Bfatch,  a  aeleet  oominitlae  of  die 

Senate,  appoiuted  to  exaauiie  into  tlie  transactions 
between  the  Vice  President  and  the  Ck>mptroUer,  aa 
reported  by  the  latter  oiBeer,  made  an  aMe  report, 
through  their  Chairman,  Mr.  Van  Riuon,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  a  bill  aliowmg  Mi.  Tompkins 
apfiemhim  of  twehre  and  a  half  per  cent  on  one  mit 
ttm  and  fifty  thoaaand  dollars,  which  would  leave  a 
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tMhoioe  doB  him  oC  iie>iiy  tvrff  ©  tfaoimind  ^MIubu 

This  bill  was  but  feebly  oppoi>ed  in  fte  Senate,  and 
i^paeiad  bjr  a  SDajohty  of  two  to  one.  Mr.  YanBinea 
occupied  a  portkm  of  two  days,  in  the  delivery  of 

one  of  the  most  clo(|uent  and  effective  speeches  that 
had  been  made  ui  that  body  for  several  years.  He 
was  liHened  to  with  deep  attantiaQ,  and  the  doqiMit 
terms  in  which  he  alluded  to  the  services  of  the  Vioft 
President,  produced  a  powerful  nnpression.  Mr. 
Giangez^  who  had  fbrmeriy  been  Poetmaster  General 
of  Ae  United  Stalee^  and  wee  a  man  of  eonoedad 
ability,  published  a  written  argument  in  reply  to  Mr- 
Van  Buren,  but  it  was  tame  and  spiritiessy  and  lailed 
of  eoiialoiaotiag  the  edBbctof  that  genlleo^ 

Tlic  conniiittee  in  the  House,  to  whom  tlic  same  sub- 
ject had  been  reierred,  of  which  Jedediah  Miller,  of 
Schoharie,  was  Chairman^  made  their  lepoit  on  the 
Ifith  of  Ifaieh.  This  doommt-presented  the  fiusts 
of  the  case  in  a  clear  and  forcible  light,  and  concluded 
with  lecommending  the  adoption  (tf  the  foUowiiq; 
naofaitMin: 

Resolved,  as  the  sense  of  tliis  house,  that  the 
conduct  of  the  OomptroUer,  in  regard  to  the  auditing 
and  settling  the  acooonts  of  Daniel  I>.  Toin|ddtts^ 
Esq.,  lals  Goyermr  of  Ais  fitatei  bodi  piv^ious  to, 
and  under  the  act  of  tiie  13th  of  April,  1819,  has 
been  tjiat  at  a  ftrm,  faithfhl|  and  intelligent-  pubUe 
officer,  and  meets  the  ftdl  and  entire  iqyprobatioa  of 
this  house." 

This  resolution,  and  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  led 
to  an  animatisd  discassioii,  whidi  eontimied  finr  sero* 
ml  days  in  suceessionv  Able  speeches,  in  suj^rt  of 
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iuittee,  were  made  by  Messrs.  Thomas  J.  Oakley, 
John  C.  Spencer,  Eiisha  Wiiiioms,  James  McllawD, 
Chailm  H.  BnggloB,  Geoige  Tibhils,  Jcd^ 
others.    The  most  eloquent  speakers  in  defense  of 

the  Vice  President  were,  Messrs.  £ioot|  Sharpe,  Ro- 

mmi^VlatuMSajJiimT^  Tim 
temto  biil  W9M  amendad  in  the  Hdiiee^  by  iHi* 

km^  out  the  enacting  cLaiso,  and  inserting  a  pro- 
raioii  requiring  the  Cornptroiier  to  institute  a  suit 
against  Mr.  Tompkiu^  if  the  babmce  aUedged  to  he 
due  to  the  State  was  not  paid  by  the  1st  day  of  Au- 
gust ;  with  permission  to  the  deleudaiit  therein,  to  set 
«ff  h»  chain  £ar  {mniimnfli  under  the  act  of  1819* 
in  tfaie  ribape  the  bill  finally  passed. 

Both  parties  in  the  Lesfislature  occiipied  a  singular 
peaition  in  reference  to  the  conUcoveisy  b^ween  the 
Ooittiitioilerand  theYioePresideat.  It  was  conceded 
on  all  hands,  that  Mr.  Mcln lyre  was  a  faithful  and  cor- 
rect public  oihcer ;  and  that  Mr.  Tompkins  had  ieader« 
ed  inTalnaUe  senrices  to  the  Statei  during  the  pgogi-oee 
of  the  war.  No  one  charged  the  late  Gotofiior  with 
any  intentional  waste,  or  appropriation  to  his  own 
neo^  of  the  puUio  money;  but  his  friends  woeb  deter- 
auned  diat  a  certain  aom  ahoold  be  paid  to  him  aa  a 

debt  actually  due,  although  the  item  upon  which  they  - 
ixed  was  one  for  which  the  General  Government 
was^  in  ht^  laspoiaible;  while  the  opposition  in- 
tended diat  the  amount  Aonid  be  bestowed  on  him 
as  a  gratuity.  The  difference  between  the  two  parties 
luglU  turn  been  eaaily  reconciled^  had  not  both  bean 
dattMacf  meking  political  capital  omafthAqaaMte. 
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At  the  caucus  of  tlie  RepLiblican  members  of  the 
Legislature,  of^jHiMd  to  ib^  re-electiouof  Mr.  Glinlo% 
tbif4om  gmtUoMmwm  ptmial,  On  baUotinifr  ^ 

a  candidate  for  Governor,  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  re- 
ceived fifty-two  votes,  and  was  duly  nominated,  iiea^ 
jftmio  MooecS)  aC  PUttsboigfa^  who  had  taea  deeted 
to  Ihe  Senate,  from  iha  Eastern  District,  as  a  Ciinto> 
nian,  but  soon  after  became  a  zealous  Auti-Ciiutouiaiiy. 
was  nominated  for  Lieut.  Governor. 

The  JELsfrnWoan  frieodsitf  the  Gtorarmnr,  who  w«n 
in  a  minor ity,  affected  to  disapprove  of  making  iioiai- 
aations  by  Legislative  caucuseSi  and  thfirefure  called 
a  public  maoting  of  Ihe  dtiaaiis  of  AlbanjTy  at  wbkah 
Dewiit  €^taii|  and  Mm  Tayhr^  ware  again  put  ia 
nouunatiou. 
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1820— CottEse  of  William  A.  Duer,  and  **  the  hish-minded  Federal- 
ists"— ^Re-election  of  Mr.  Clinton  and  Mr.  Tayler — The  New- 
York  St  iteaman — Appointment  of  Me^sr'?.  T.oakc  and  Ciintine  a» 
iState  Printers — Agitation  of  the  question  ol"  holding  a  Convention 
to  revise  the  Constitution — Extra  Session  of  the  New- York  Leg* 
idataM— imerfefanoe  of  the  officers  of  the  Fedaral  OoTemaieiil 
hi  Hie  State  Elections — Choice  of  Electoft   Mr.  Monroe  and  Mf. 
Tompkins  rp-flectt-d  as  President  and  Vice  President — Course  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren,and  his  friends,  on  tiie  Convention  (juesfion — Dis- 
cussion intheLegislature— Passage  ofthe  Convention  bill, and  its  re- 
tom^ J  tlto  Cevadl  of  RaviMMi  witb  tkmr  objeeliOM^yijle  M^aim 
Woodworth  in  the  Council — Settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Mr, 
Tompkins — Controversy  between  Gov.  Clinton  and  the  Senate — 
John  W.  Taylor  elected  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
—Legislative  Session  of  1621 — '  Green  Bag  Message'  of  the  ilov- 
emo^— DiacMatacn  tha  difhtaat  CoiraatiaQ  buU— Final  pas- 
sage of  tha  actrabmitting  the  question  totbepeople,  and  authoriz- 
ing a  Convention  to  be  held — Mr.  Van  Buren  elcrtod  to  the  United 
States  Senate — Benjamin  Knowor — Samuel  A.  Talcott — Solomon 
Van  Rensselaer — April  Election — Decision  of  the  people  in  favor 
of  a  Convention — fiUectioD  of  Delegates — Ezekiel  Bacon — Jolin 
Deer— flamiiel  Nelaon— Jaeab  Sntbarland— William  L.  Stoaa— 
Proceedings  of  the  Convention--Adoption  of  the  Constitution^ 
and  adjournment  of  the  Convention — Mr.  Taylor  defeated  in  the 
contest  for  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives — Legislative 
Session  of  1822 — Discuision  in  relation  to  the  propriety  of  the 
cmMi,  raqvirittg  tba  Goivanior  to  dalim  a  apeadk  at  eoK- 
mencement  of  the  session — New  Apportionment  of  the  Legisla- 
ture— The  Lottery  system — Ratification  of  the  Constitution  by  the 
people — Difficulty  in  regard  to  the  Albany  Post  Office — Refusal  of 
Mr.  Clinton  to  be  a  candidate  for  re-election — Canvass  for  the 
iKiminatinit^  and  aeleetioii  of  Judge  Yalae  Mdkomim  BottOmkk 
nominated  u  oppoaitkm»  aia  atunp  caadidato— >1883. 

Oii£  of  the  Strongest  objections  urged  against  Gov. 
CUntQii,  and  pertinaoioiiily  adhevad  taby  the  Bodk- 
tefls,  and  thai  podrtion  of  the  Fedoml  party  wIioaeiiA 

iu  cQiM^t  with  William  A.  Duex,  aod  the  sons  of 
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Alexander  Hamilton  md  Kufua  tUngf  wwtf  tiMt  Us 
confidential  friends,  and  personal  fryoritss,  had  lost 

all  their  independence  of  character,  and  exliibited  a 
degrading  subserviency  to  his  wishes,  calculated  to 
excite  no  other  feeling  but  that  of  disgosty  among 
high-minded  and  honorable  men.  It  was  also  said, 
that  Mr.  Ciintoii  labored  to  establish  a  mere  personcd 
party,  and  encouraged  the  laudatory  encomiums  nigoa 
his  public  coursCj  pronounced  by  the  flatterm  who 
surroLinded  him.  On  the  1  ith  day  of  April,  an  ad- 
dress was  issued  to  the  people  of  the  State,  by  Mr. 
Duer  and  his  Federal  friends,  setting  forth  their  soap 
sons  for  opposing  the  re-election  of  Gov.  Clinton,  and 
avowing  their  deteniuiiation  to  support  Mr,  Tomp- 
kins, and  to  unite  with  the  Republican  party*  The 
names  of  the  following  gentlemen,  who  were  known 
as  the  high-minded  Federalists,"  were  signed  to  the 
address:  Alanson  Austin,  H.  B.  Bender,  Livingston 
Billings,  Henry  Brown,  Levi  Caliendar,  James  Glapp^ 
Glen  Cuyler,  Thomas  J.  Delancy,  Joshua  A.  Dewitt, 
Isaac  Dubois,  John  Duer,  William  A.  Duer,  Eiisha 
£lyi  Charles  A.  Foot,  Ebenezer  Grij^i  James  A. 
Hamilton,  John  C.  Hamilton,  A.  B.  Hasbrouck,  Jona- 
thaii  Hasbrouck,  Josiah  O.  HoUman,  David  Hudson, 
Charles  King,  John  A.  King,  James  Lynch,  Morris 
S.  Milleri  Peter  Jay  Monroe,  H.  Montgomeryi  T.  S. 
Morgan,  John  C.  Morris,  Thomas  Mumford,  W.  W. 
Murnford,  Garrit  Post,  Tracy  Robinson,  Zebulon  R. 
Shepherd,  Wm.  P.  Sherman,  R.  W.  Stoddard,  EUkba 
B.  Strong,  John  Suydam,  George  F.  Tallman,  Oeoqft 
"W.  Tibbits,  H.  Vanderlyn,  Johnson  V  erplaiick,  Thom- 
as G.  Watermani  John  L*  Wendeii,  Melancthoa  WhM- 
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ler,  Joshua  Wiiitney,  Oeorcre  D.  Wickham,and  Jeffrey 
Wisner.  This  list  formed  aii  array  of  talent,  weaith, 
add  standing  in  society,  which  would  certainly  haire 
proved  exceedinorly  formidable,  had  they  been  able  to 
carry  a  very  large  number  of  tlie  rank  and  file  with 
them,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Clinton ;  but  the  great  body 
of  Hie  Federalists  attached  themselves  to  the  Clinto^. 
iiian  Republicans,  who  constituted  a  small  minority 
of  the  Democratic  party. 

^  '^he  election  was  extremely  close.   The  Bucktails^ 

who  now  termed  themselves  '  the  Republican  party/ 
elected  seventy  of  the  members  of  Assembly,  and  in- 
crnused  their  majority  in  the  Senate.   Mr.  Clinton, 
however,  was  re-elected  Governor,  by  one  thousand 
four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  majority.    This  result 
was  produced  by  the  strong  vote  cast  in  his  favor  m 
the  Eastern  and  Western  Districts,  both  of  which 
were  deeply  interested  in  the  success  of  the  canal 
policy,  and  by  the  eiforts  of  the  friends  and  patrons 
of  the  literary  and  scientific  institutions  in  the  State, 
with  whom  the  Governor  had  always  been  a  favorite. 
By  far  the  larger  proportion  of  the  Federalists  sup- 
ported Mr.  Clinton,  while  nearly  all  the  old  Re- 
puUieans  took  a  decided  stand  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Tompkins.   The  Senators  chosen  this  year,  were 
Walter  Bowne  and  John  Lefferts,  in  the  Southern 
District ;  William  C.  Bouck,  Tilly  Lynde,  and  John 
Mllier,  in  the  Middle;  and  Ephraim  Hart,  Oliver 
Forward,  and  Elijah  Miller,  in  the  Western  District. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was  not  re-elected  to  the  Senate. 

Soon  after  the  election,  the  name  of  the  Albany 
Bogister  was  changed  to  ^^The  New-Tork  Stat^ 
15 
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maii|^  and  the  pupar  vat  plaoid  ondor  the  taukamm^ 
oontiol  of  N.  R  Carter,  a  young  man  of  flne  tahli 

as  a  writer,  who  had  recently  removed  from  New 
Hampshire,   Osk  the  25th  day  of  August,  Jesse  Buel 
aold  hia  inUfteai  in  the  Atgwtf  to  laaae  (L*  Leahe  ami 
Moses  I.  Cantine,  the  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Van  Bii— 
xao*   This  last  arrangement  was  made  in  jmrsuance 
<tf  an  trnderataikUDg  with  the  leadings  man  in  the  Ra-- 
publioan  party,  and  Messrs.  Ganfcine  and  Leake  m  um 
subs^ucntly  appointed  State  PrinterS|  by  an  act  of 
the  Legiaiature, 

.  At  a  geneial  maetiiigof  theiUpttblieaiia  inlbeeity* 

of  New- York,  held  at  Tammany  Hall,  in  the  month 
of  Aui^uat,  of  which  Stephen  Allen  was  CbairmaQ^ 
and  Adrian  Hafsrmany  Secntaryi  a  i6aolati9Q.  mus 
ad^^iledin  fayor  of  calling  a  Contention,  vith  untio^ 
ited  powers,  to  amend  the  State  Constitution.  Here- 
tofore, a  di&rence  of  opinion  had  existed  aoKMaig  the 
RepuUicana,  in  relation  to  tbodetaiia  of  this  raaaauTOy. 

but  ihe  whole  party  this  summer  took  the  broad 
ground  laid  down  in  the  Taouminy  lesoluuiani  as  the 
only  eflEbctual  way  of  deatioying  the  infliwm  and 
popularity  of  Qoy.  C3inton« 

The  Presidential  election  in  1820,  was  a  mere  mat- 
ter of  form.  The  Republicans  had  re-nominated  Mr* 
Monroe  and  Mr.  Tooipkiii%  but  the  Fedenliata  dUr 
not  bring  any  caudidates  into  the  litld,  or  make  any 
serious  opposition  to  the  Democratic  nomination.. 
The  New-YcNck  Legiahitufe  met  on  the  7th  dny  ef 
November^  for  the  choice  of  Eleetora.  Peter  Sharpe^ 
the  Republican  candidate,  was  elected  Speaker,  over 
Jjdhn  C.  SpeDfitfi  by  a  vote  of  aixtyHoino  t»fi£ty4w0b. 
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Doriak  L.  Vandeiteyckm  wm  ehxmm  CSwk,  in 
niton  to  Aaron  Clark,  who  occasionally  belonged  to 

both  parties,  by  one  majority.    The  Governor's  speech 
W9»  un  «Ue  doemxwnt,  and  leecmuniBaded  the  pupwige 
a  Imw  providiDf  fcr  the  choice  <if  Preaktantial 

Electors  by  the  people,  by  §-etieral  ticket,  until  the 
OomCitution  of  the  United  States  should  be  so  amend* 
ed  as  foreqniie  them  to  be  chosen  in  single  districts; 
and  also,  that  the  question  of  calling  a  Convention  to 
amend  the  State  Constitution,  should  be  presented  to 
the  peojrie  for  their  deeision.  The  Govemor  likewise ' 
alliided  lo  the  interferenoe  of  tfie  offiiiers  of  the  Gen- 
enl  Government  in  the  State  elections,  in  the  follow- 
ing terms :  "  The  apprehensions  which  some  of  our 
wisest  stalflsmen  entertained,  at  the  formation  of  Hm' 
Constitution,  that  the  State  Governments  would  con- 
stantly encroach  on  the  powers  of  the  INational  Gov- 
ernment, appear  not  to  have  been  realized*  The 
praetieal  tendencry  has  been  in  the  opposite  diieetioii* 
The  power  of  the  General  Administration  h&s  in-  . 
creased  with  the  extension  of  its  patronagie.   And  if 
the  oAsers  tander  its  appointment  shall  see  fit,  as  an 
orgatiizt  (1  and  di:?ci|)! I'led  corps,  to  interfere  in  the 
State  elections,  I  trust  that  there  will  be  found  a  be- 
taitMg  disposition  in  the  people  to  resist  these  alarm* 
ing  attempts  upon  the  pmrity  and  independence  of 
their  local  governments:  for,  whenever  the  pillars 
wfaicfa  support  the  edifice  of  the  General  Government^ 
soe  undermined  and  prostrated,  the  whole  fabric  of 

Natiotial  frcednni  and  prosperity  will  be  cruhhod  in 
rum.  I  have  considered  it  my  solemn  duty  to  pro- 
issl  i^bst  these  unwarrantafaie  intrusioiis  of  eKtiai> 
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aeons  ioflueace,  and  I  hope  that  ihe  Nalkmal  Legia- 
lataie  will  not  be  regardless  of  its  daty  on  this  ocea- 

sion." 

Oa  the  8tb  of  November,  the  Assembly  eJyaoted 
Walter  Bowne,  John  T.  Mooie,  Bo^  Skinner,  and 

Ddvid  J'l  E  V  aiis,  members  of  the  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment. All  these  geatiemea  were  poiiticaiiy  opposed 
to  Got,  Clinton.  Some  little  objeotion  was  xnaniftst- 
ed  to  the  selection  of  Mr«  Skioner,  on  tiie  ground  that 
he  had  been  appoaited  District  Judge  of  the  United 
States  for  the  Northern  District  of  New-York,  aod 
that  the  Senate  had  formerly  dedded  that  it  was  in- 
compatible for  a  person  to  hold  an  office  under  the 
General  Government,  and  at  the  same  time  have  a 
seat  in  the  New- York  Legiidataxe.  This  question, 
however,  was  not  raised  in  a  constitutional  manner, 
and  Mr.  S.  retained  undisturbed  possession  of  his 
idaee. 

The  Republican  candidates  for  Presidential  Elee- 

tors  were  chosen  on  the  9th  of  November,  bv  eisrhteen 
miyority  in  the  House,  and  eight  in  the  Senate,  over 
the  Olintonian  ticket.  Monroe  and  Tompkins  were 
elected  almost  without  opposition — the  former  re- 
ceiving two  hundred  and  thirty-one  of  tl}e  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  Electoxal  votes,  and  the  latter 
two  hundred  and  eighteen. 

It  had  been  already  determined  by  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
and  iiis  associate  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party,  that 
the  Convention  measure  should  be  pressed  thioiigfa, 
T7hile  they  had  the  power  of  controlHng  it ;  and,  ac- 
cordmgiy,  Mr.  Ulshoefler,  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  that  part  of  the  Goremor^  speeeh  lelatii^ 
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la  the  alteration  of  tbe  Constitution,  promptly  report* 
id  a  bill  for  calling  a  Oonventiim,  with  unliinited 

powers,  mid  providing  for  the  submission  of  the 
amendments  adopted  by  that  body,  to  the  electors  of 
tiie  State.  The  flnt  claiiM  of  the  lali  wm  pamd 
manimonsly ;  but  John  0.  Spencer,  and  Mr.  Foid^ 
opposed  some  of  the  details  of  the  act;  and,  no  doubt, 
it  was  the  desire  of  the  Clintonians,  as  a  party,  that 
Urn  whole  queetkm  shoald  be  postponed  until  the  re- 
turns of  the  United  States  census,  taken  this  year, 
should  be  before  the  Legislature.  This  position  was 
assamed  by  the  speakers  on  their  side,  in  otder,  ae 
they  contended,  that  the  people  might  be  mere  fahiy 
represented  in  the  Convention;  or,  in  otiier  words, 
tlHit  the  Clintonimns  might,  perhqis,  secnre  more  del* 
sffttes  than  they  would  be  likely  to  do  under  ftm 
existing  apportionment.  An  efiort  was  also  ruadc  to 
have  the  question  submitted,  in  the  first  place,  to  the 
sisctora,  whether  or  no  a  Convention  should  be  called. 
This  proposition,  and  all  other  amendments  offered 
by  the  Ciintonian  members,  were  strenuously  asisled 
byGsa.Boot,Mr.UlshoeflBr,aadoth«.  Mr.U.had 
fennerly  &Toced  the  idsaof  a  preUminary  aubmission, 
but  he  changed  his  position  on  the  subject  during  tlie 
recess.  The  Convention  bill  passed  both  houses  of 
the  Legislature  on  the  18th  day  of  November,  and  on 
the  20th  of  the  same  month  it  was  considered  in  the 
Council  of  Revision.  Tiie  vote  in  that  body  was  a 
ti^  and  the  bill  was  rc(jected  by  the  casting  vote  of 
Ae  Governor.  Chancellor  Kent,  and  Chief  Justice 
Spencer,  voted  against  the  bill,  and  Judges  Yates  and 
Woodworth,  in  itsiavor.   Judge  Van  Ness,  and  Judge 
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Piatt,  were  absent  from  the  Council,  iu  the  discharge 
of  their  official  duties,  at  the  tiuw  the  ?ot6  W1»  taken. 
"Hie  TOto  of  Jnd^e  Wo6dwor(h,m  Ae€)Mnic{l,'^Mi 

entirely  unexpected  by  the  Cliiitonians,  as  he  had  re- 
ceived his  appointment  from  their  hands,  and  was 

mxppOMl  to  te  p^efiDcdf  rriialito.  At  ttio  MuMtaBOi 

a  suit  was  pending  m  Hm  Ocfdtt  of  timrs,  tipon^«i 
judgment  rendered  in  the  Supreme  Court,  agamst  Mr. 
Woodwoith,  as  the  endorser  of  a  promiaa^ 
aereral  Aoimiid  dtdlara,  wfaieh  he  aUedged  hid  bMA 
materially  altered  after  its  execution  ;  and  this  cir- 
cumstance gave  rise  to  the  report,  that  there  was  either 
a'secret  ondewtanding  beivMn  the  Judge  ated  the 
Republican  majority  in  the  Senate,  who  composed  the 
Court  of  Errors,  or  that  he  was  anxious  to  secure 
their  good  wishes  in  advance  of  the  eigumaiit  c€  lh# 
ekvMl  The  caM  was  afterwards  decided  in  flivov  of 
Mr.  Wood  worth,  by  the  votes  of  seventeen  Republi- 
can Senators,  and  one  Clintonian  ;  Chancellor  Kent 
«nd  nine  Senatota  TOting  to  affirm  thedeeisienof  the 

Supreme  Court ;  but  tlicrc  is  no  reasonable  founda- 
tion  for  the  supposition  that  the  Judge  was  in^uenced 
hf  uyolher  than  thi^  moat  iionofeble  motive  The 
Glintonians,  geherallf,  profcased  to  agree  with  him  ee 
to  the  propriety  of  calling  a  Convention,  and  ins  vote 
in  the  Council  showed  that  be  only  dkagreed  with 
them  in  relation  to  the  detailaef  the  biiL 

The  Convention  bill  was  returned  to  the  Assembly, 
on  the  20th  of  November,  with  the  objections  of  the 
Cteuncil.  Theee  weredfawn  up  hy  ChanoeUer  Kent, 
and  mainly  confined  to  two  points :  first,  thai  ibm 
.  Legislature  had  not  the  right,  under  the  Constitutioii 
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of  177T,  to  create  a  Convention  witli  unlimited  pow- 
-ers,  OTea  to  projme  aoQendments  ;  and  second,  that| 
if  tto  anlluirity  wm  eoQcedad,  tht  bill  •hoBldeott- 

^in  a  clause  requiriiiGf  the  amendments  to  be  sub- 
mitted separately,  and  mt  in.grosa.   The  return  of 

Ae  whole  mibjeoi  mm  dispoMd  of^  in  motkm  of  Mr. 

Ulshoeffer,  hy  Inyins^  the  bill,  and  the  objections  of 
tbe-  Qouuci],  oQ  tim  table.  The  Republicaumembers 
wmt^f  fgckMjf  aft  wdl  Mtkiad  witb  the  jmeeedfogi 

of  the  Council,  so  far  as  the  interests  of  the  party- 
were  concerned^  as  if  they  bftd  approved  of  the  bill. 

IPbB  teliay  lied  bedome  gtoml^  thai; «  CMmntkm 
ehoold  be  oalM  to  retriae  llie  GonatitQtioii,  end  tiiia 

opposition  of  the  Chancellor  and  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  whom  it  was  intaoded  to  reirc^utioa- 
iieoiilof  effieey  only  increeied  the  prejudiooe  abmdy 
wiefmg  ao^ainst  iheni. 

1'bi9  vexed  question  of  the  accounts  of  Mr*  Tomp-  ^ 
Unoi  mm»  eettled  et  the  eoctn  eaieiiiiii  hf  the  penege 
•offt  Mll,introdiiaedbyMr.  Skmiier,  acknowledging  the 
acceptaiice,  on  the  part  of  the  State,  of  a  release  executed 
by  the  Viee  Freaideut  of  all  hia  claims,  and  directing 
Ihe  Ckimptioller  to  lUe  the  aame  hi  hiaoflto^ 

ance  his  books.  Gen.  Root  mIso  made  an  inetiectuai 
attempt,  at  this  session,  to  procure  the  passage  of  a 
bill,  declaring  that  alavary  eoutd  not  exitt  in  ttia 
flMe,  for  the  reeeofi  tiiat  it  wee  hiconriatent  witfi  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  and.  the  Coostitutioa 
wd  Laws  of  the  Slate. 

After  the  adjonrniiMnt  of  the  Legisiatme,  a  meet- 
ing  of  the  CUntoniau  uxeiubers  of  the  Assembly  was 
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hald,  at  which  John  a  Spipair^  Siiwial  M.  Haplrin^ 

Herman  Gaiisevoort.  Howl  and  Fish,  and  Myjrou  Hol- 
ley,  were  ^pomied  ^  committee  to  prepare  aii;d4^^ 
lo  their  conBtitmeDtooiL  the  mt^jeeiof  the  CenYeotuMi 
bill}  which  had  been  Tetoed  by  the  CooDdL  Annddreee 
iras  drafted  by  Mr.  Spencer,  which  set  forth  the  posi- 
tioa  i^e  and  bis  ixieods  bad  ocoupied,  with  ability  and 
deaiwmB,  bat|  aa  the  great  OMyarity    the  people  had 

become  fully  persuaded  that  the  Clintouiaus  were  in- 
sincere in  tlicir  coufse  upou  the  Con vention questima, 
it  failed  of  producing  any  very  decided  impieaaioii. 

An  exceedingly  unfortunate  collision  occurred  be- 
tween Gov.  Chnton  and  tiie  Kepublicaii  ^enaiors^  on 
the  day  <rf  the  a4)otinuiieiit«  Oa  the  15th  of  Novopr 
heTi  a  lesolutioii  had  paeaed  the  Senate,  requeetiiisf  the 
Governor  to  comiuumcatc  the  infoniiation  in  his  jx)S- 
sossioa  xeiative  to  tiie  interference  of  the  GeMial 
GoTemment,  or  its  officersi  in  the  Slate  eleetioiie,  as 
mentioned  in  his  speech  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session  ;  and  on  the  20th  of  the  aame  month,  he  ad- 
dieaeed  the  fcdlowing  cpmrnuiricatioa  <^  to  the  Senale 

**QEmLMUBm — ^FuUy  appreeiatinf  the  patriotic 
solicitude  of  the  Senate  to  prevent  all  nii warrantable 
iatcuuons  in  tlie  political  atiairs  of  the  Stale^  I  haYO 
leeemd  their  appIieatioD  for  information  on  thia  aub- 
ject,  with  great  pleasure,  and  I  shall,  in  due  time, 
make  them  a  coaummication,  which|  I  trust,  will  be 
aatia&M&tory  m  ila  natim^  and  aalotary  in  ita  tendeiMqr» 

«DBW1TT  CUNTOK.* 
The  cavalier  tone  of  this  communication,  and  the 
iikUrect  inwlt  probably  int^ded  to  be  GonTeyedi  ei&- 
cilad  a  bitter  and  vin^etive  fiMUiif  on  the  fMTt  of  the 
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Republicau  mcaibcrs  of  the  Senate,  winch  was  ex- 
llibited  iu  the  followinor  preamble  and  resolutkotiSiim* 
■iBidiBNiily  iaooilQosd  bf  Mor  E.  liTiagalM,  wllii  t 
speoeh  fsmurlnbte  for  the  hm^ntm  of  te  epithetSi  , 
and  the  severity  of  its  denunciations : 

^  WiMfMByHisExoalkneyithe  Qtfvenm 
pty  to  the  call  of-  th^  SmXB  kft  inlbniifttMi,  relaliTe 
to  the  General  Govf  i  iiiaent,  or  its  officers,  as  an  or- 
gaaized  corps,  ioterieruig  m  our  elections^  has  not 
fmimlMd  the  jBooste  with  any  eyideiiee  in  support  of 
such  char^.  And  whereas,  it  is  hisrhly  improper 
that  the  Gliief  Ma2:istrate  of  the  Stale  should  crimi- 
nate tho  adminiarralinn  of  the  Geneni  Qovemment^ 
wHhoatam|ib  tMtnnony  in  Me  pcwiMiop ;  byieaeen 
whnreofj  the  gfood  people  of  this  State  may  have  thrir 
conhdence  in  the  Geoorai  Uoirerameat  gxeatly  im* 
peind «  thmefiofei 

"  Resolvedly  That  the  Senate  repose  the  strictest  con- 
fidence in  the  patriotism  and  integrity  of  the  General 
Ckmmment,  and  will  not  GhangB  audi  opinion,  or 
yield  to  any  insinniiionaaga&Decanrii  aitmiirialtiition^ 

but  upon  \u\\  and  satisfactory  testimony." 

▲Uhough  the  passage  of  the  itmgmx^  lesolutioii 
vaa  attempted  to  be  joelified,  upon  the  ^oinnd  tkal 

tile  Governor  had  nmdtj  a  clinrcre  as^ainst  the  National 
admuiistmtioOi  without  the  necessary  proof  to  sustain 
ki  ila  time  wie  equally  oiBmive  and  mprabeoaiUe 
viA  the  pmrioae  eemmnnicntion  of  Hto  Exeelleficy  \ 
and,  as  such,  it  certainly  justified  liie  following  ia- 
coBio  leply  which  he  addressed  to  the  fleoate,  on  the 
Mming  of  the  Slat  inrtaat : 
"G^jSiTi-EMEN — I  have  this  moment  received  a  res- 
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one  to  which  it  refers,  I  shall  fully  notice  at  the  next 
meeting  of  th^  h^pttkUaan ;  and  .abaU».tbi«s»iore,  14 
itm  \atm  hom^  pum  it  orer  vnAk  the  imwiwitm  of  my 

sincere  regret,  that  any  branch  of  the  Legislature 
ithoukt,  lu  so  unprecedented  a  mamtOTy  ioaa  sight  of 

tliA  Jwpiol  dm  to  ilid^  and  tbe  oomtaqr  dw  t»|i 
.40*<»diiiftla  deparlineiil  of  1^ 

«  MWITT  CLINTON." 

The  majority  in  the  flemte  wm  lietaimined  t» 
nwinfieii  their  dignity,  agaiml  what  they  eonaidand 

•the  original  unjustifiable  attack  of  the  Governor  on 
JldLr.  Monioei  aad  his  subsequent  arraignineni  of  "a 
eoHwdinate  dapaitment  of  the  GorarDmettt,"  and,  ef 
•course,  exhibited  additional  ill-temper  and  vindictive- 
4]iess  of  leeixng.  On  mouou  oi  Mr.  Skinner,  the  mes- 
aage  of  ^  Ck>Temor  was  directed  fee  be  letuioed  to 
-Um;  aaveplsen  Senatoia  TOCing  in  the  afflnnatife. 
No  further  proceedings  were  had  upon  this  subject 
^evious  to  the  adjournment. 

The  annnal  seasaon  of  Congreai  eomnaanaed  in 

December,  and  the  election  of  the  Speaker  afforded 
lan  opportumty  to  the  iicpubhcau  members  from  this 
tfllate  who  wme  oppomA  to  Mr«  ChntOQi  to  exhibit 
ihnir  aniinosty,  toward  me  of  hia  anppottwa.  John 
W.  Taylor,  of  Saratoga,  was  brought  forward  by  the 
aaembars  from  the  AOOHiiaveholding  States,  in  opposi- 
tion lo  two  Sotttfaem  eandidataa;  Ha  had  fang  besn 
au  active  meiuber  of  the  Democratic  party;  had  op- 
^^osed  the  charter  of  the  Bank  oi'  Ameiic%  while  in 
the  New-Tork  Senale ;  and  aqpfortad  the  war  meai* 
.Mamtm  Af  lia^fytftv  adHTinititTft^iftti ;  bttt  tboaa  fiModMCi 
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Irom  this  State,  who  were  politically  hostile  to  Mr. 

Ginton^  ntoad  lo  vote  ior  him,  ba^^ 

tiified  Ihe  Oofmior.  Hs  wm  aiiBiied,  hotwmr,  by  a 

small  majority,  :uid  proved  to  be  a  capable  aud  effi- 
cieut  presiding  otiker. 

The  LegMlfttaro  of  the  Stile  le  nwwmMiiri  on  the 
dill  day  of  January,  1^1.  The  Governor  sent  a 
special  message  to  the  Assembly,  in  relation  to  the 
intttffegroce  of  die  offieeie  of  lh»  Fedml  Oomoh 
HMttt  in  the  State  eleelioiie,  aoeompeiiied  wtdi  a  greet 

ntnnber  of  certificalcSj  dejiositions,  and  commuuica- 
tisxm*  These  dociunents  weiie  so  volumiaous,  that 
tbef  wmt  seat  to  tba  Hoaee  ia  a  gnen  bag;  and  the 
message  was  ever  after  known,  as  "  the  Green  Bag 
Message/'  The  evidence  relied  ou  by  the  Governor 
to  ■ufltain  the  cbai^  be  had  pitfioudy  nuulei  va% 
lo  a  greet  extent,  of  a  looee  and  nneatiefartory  char* 
acter:  and  the  only  oiiiccrs  wlio  were  shown  posi- 
tiveiy  to  have  ioteiiiaied  ia  the  preceding  8Uite  etoe* 
UaOf        Mr.  Deeetor,  the  Navel  Stece-keeper  at 

Brooklyn,  and  a  few  other  United  States  officers,  who 
had  exerted  themselves  to  defeat  the  Cliutooiaa  ticket 
infbeeountyoffionga  The Qowmm  elee lemindBd 
die  HofOfle  of  the  Mtdntiati  pasitd  bf  the  Legisia* 
ture  in  1790,  declaring  that  it  was  improper  for  a 
fWexal  affieer  to  hold  a  seat  in  the  State  Ii^giaie- 
Inre.  Anmig  the  papen  aeoemimny ing  the  mweMign, 

was  a  letter  lioiii  Mr.  Van  Buren,  addressed  to  Henry 
Meigs,  a  member  of  Congress  from  the  city  of  ^ew* 
Yofki  and tnging  the  tmmedteln lemoifal of  aanm- 
ker  ef  Ollntonbui  Depnty  PMmaeters,  and  tfM  ap- 
pointment of  his  own  friends  to  supply  the  vacancies 
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Vht  WfilM  of       l0lii0V  MiidPed  his  ooneipotidfliit 

that  the  desired  changes  were  necessaiy,  in  order  to 
»  aUini"  the  Glintooians,  and  added :  If  any  tlung  i& 
done,  let  it  bo  done  quiekly.''  Thii  letter  hmaUm 
been  referred  to  by  the  opponents  of  Mr.  Van  Bnren, 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  his  anxiety  to  pi'osa£ibe 
the  fmude  9f  Mr.  Clinton^  GomiDg  frf»4uqrpeiMi 
bill  a  party  lead^,  the  spiril  manifefiled  in  tfie  leMr 
ougiit  assuredly  to  be  condemned ;  but,  taking  into 
ocmsidoiation  the  pooition  of  the  writer,  no  ceaeme 
aoald  be  bestowed  on  him,  that  would  not  apfAf 
With  equal,  if  not  greater  force,  to  Dewitt  Clinton  and 
Am]:»ro8e  Spencer,  both  of  whom  exhibited  great 
■laerity,  and  ooiuidetable  taoti  in  procuring  Ae  ns* 
mofal  from  office  of  Aose  peieone  believed  to  be  in- 
imical  to  them,  and  the  substituiiou  ol  oihers  moie 
leady  to  carry  out  their  views. 

(Boon  after  the  organi2satkNi  of  the  Legii^atttie,  Ae 
committee  appointed  to  examine  the  objections  of  the 
OouucU  of  iievisum  to  the  Conventioa  biii,  made  a 
npoit^  reflecting  in  severe  terms  npon  the  membeie 

the  Oonnoil,  and  impeadiing  the  purity  of  their 
motives.  Before  any  definite  action  was  had  on  the 
lepM,  J<Am  C*Speaeer  asked  leave  to  bring  in  a  biU, 
providiiig  that  the  people  riionld  vote,  at  the  anmnl 

election,  for,  or  against,  a  State  Convention  :  that,  if  a 
majority  of  the  votes  ware  given  lor  a  Gouveution, 
the  Governor  rfumM  issM  a  proclamation  ibr  a  speeiat 
election,  in  order  to  choose  delegates  to  «uch  Con- 
vention ;  that  the  representation  from  the  dUrcrent 
oonntiis  should  be  detennined  by  the  United  States 
osnsns of  ISM;  and  thai  die  ameiidmonte  adopted 
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If  the  Convention  should  be  separate  and  distinct, 
and  seventliy  submitted  to  the  peo])le,  for  dieir  con- 

firmatioii  or  rejection.    Leave  to  introduce  the  bill 
was  refused  to  Mr.  Speucer,  for  the  reason,  as  was 
aUedged^  that  the  pievious  bill  ought  to  be  first  dis- 
posed of;  and  a  violent  and  lengthy  debate  ensued 
upon  tiie  merits  of  the  whole  question,  which  was 
discussed  in  its  entire  length  and  breadth,  for  sevaml 
successive  days.   The  question  was  finally  taken  on 
the  bill  vetoed  by  tlie  Conncil,  and  it  was  declared  lost, 
not  two-thirds  votuig  m  lavor  of  its  passage.  A  secoud 
hi^  conforming  substantially  to  the  first,  was  then 
reported  by  the  eonmnittee;  and  after  being  amended, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Burt,  so  as  to  require  the  question, 
of  Convention  or  no  Convention,  to  be  submitted  to 
the  people  at  the  next  annual  election,  it  passed  the 
House,  by  a  vote  of  eiebty-one  to  tuxutv-five.  All 
the  Glintonian  members,  and  a  majority  of  the  opposi- 
tion, voted  for  the  bill ;  but  Messrs*  Ulshoe^r,  Shaipe, 
Romaine,  and  all  the  leading  Republicans,  with  the 
exception  of  Gen.  Root,  opposed  its  passage,  although 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Burt  was  undoubtedly  made  with 
their  knowledge  and  approbation.   The  bill  subse- 
quently passed  tlic  Senate,  and  bccanu'  n  law.    It  is 
said  tiiat  the  Council  of  Revision  would  have  again 
objected  to  its  passage,  had  not  their  friends  in  the 
Legislature  so  far  committed  themselves  that  tfiey  xe- 
fosed  to  concur  in  another  veto. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  was  elected  to  succeed  Mr.  Sanfoid 
in  the  United  States  Senate,  at  this  session.  He  le- 
ceived  fifty-eig^ht  votes  m  the  caucus,  to  twenty-four 
ofr  Mr.  Sauford.  The  latter  gentleman  was  supported 
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by  the  CUntaaiaas  m  tho  two  houses,  though  front 
no  uMiariBoliTO  «(mp(  that  of  opposition  to  Mr.  Van 
Bufon.  Tho  foto  ia  the  Senate  «lood,  eorenteeii  for 

Van  Bnren,  and  eight  for  Sanford  ;  and  m  the 
Astembiyi  sizty^nine  for  Tin  Boten^  and  fifty-4wo  for 
flanfardL  Theabetionof  Mr.  TanBiimitoliiitte- 
portant  position,  opened  before  hiin  a  llatterin^  pros- 
pect of  political  advancement.  The  pecuniary  dilii- 
eiillMW  of  GoF.  ToDipkinai  hit  reo&at  defeat,  and  the 
irregular  habite  "wllieh  be  had  fbmted,  aH  oombined 
to  diiuinish  his  iriiluence,  and  to  strengthen  Mr.  Yaii 
Bmen,  who  now  began  lo  be  rq^aided  ae  th#  Imimt 
maA  organ  of  tlie  DemoeratkS  paity  in  New-Tork. 

Benjamin  Knower,  of  Albany,  was  this  winter  ep- 
pointed  Teasurer  of  the  State,  in  the  place  of  Gemt 
L.  DoBC  An  additional  Canal  GommiaakMier  "wmat 
also  created,  and  the  office  bestowed  on  William 
Bouck,  a  Jiepubiicaii  Senator  from  Schoharie,  by 
nnariv  the  imaninwHif  Toice  of  the  Leihslatniie.  fiat 
onoTCle  waefiTea  in  Use  Senate,  againat  Mr.  Bonok  ; 
that  of  Mr.  Kosecrantz,  of  Herkimer  county,  who  af* 
firmed  that  he   never  could  vote  for  a  BucktaiL^ 

The  Joint  Comauttee,  appointed  by  the  two  hoals» 
to  examine  into  the  improper  interference  in  the  State 
elections,  of  persons  holdmg  office  imder  the  General 
Qovenmient} mad» their  nport  en  tto  IMiof  Mandu 
Many  of  the  bets  sMed  in  liie  afida^te  aeeompany- 

ing  tlie  Governor's  message,  were  disputed  under  oath  * 
and  the.cammiUee}  aftor  animadverting^  with  undue 
eevnltyv  npen  the  eondnet  of  the  Odvenior,  amrtetf 

that  no  extraneous  influence  on  the  State  elections 
iiad  ever  be^  observed :  they  also  condenmgdj  and. 
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Tepudiated  the  idea,  that  a  seat  in  the  Legislature  was 
mcooapatible  with  holding  an oliice  under  the  General 
QomammmU  Both  Ib«s6  ooadurioiii  cf  the  ooni^ 
mittee  were  disavowed  by  the  people,  who  certainly 
could  not  stultify  themseires  so  far,  as  to  believe  the 
fint;  and  theeeoond  wae  diepoeed  of  in  Ibe  OoowK 
tns,  by  die  edoptioQ  of  an  amendnMBft  is-efiiMiiiiip 
the  principle  of  the  resolution  which  passed  the  Leg-^ 
islature  in  1790. 

The  GottncU  of  Anpoiiitnkmt  elected  at  ttie  eortm 
session  in  November,  1820,  were  not  called  together 
until  the  12th  day  of  January  iailowiag,  at  which 
time  eleMei  writs  of  mpegsedeee  weie  imed  to  the 
ttMiffiiof  as  maaory  cotnitiei,  in  whidi  thenaoMeof ' 
Bucktails  were  inserted.     The  operations  of  this 
Council  were  equally  thorough  and  searching,  with 
tliooe  foimedy  conducted  nnder  the  auspiaee  of  Mr.. 
Clinton  and  Judge  Spencer.    Mr.  Mc  In  tyre  was  re* 
moved  from  the  office  of  Comptroiier,  the  duties  ' 
wUoh  he  had  dischaiged  with  oonunendaMe  ahility 
and  integrity,  and  Jolm  Savage  was  appointed  in  hie 
place.    The  office  of  Attorney  General  was  also  vaca- 
ted, and  suj^lied  hy  the  appointment  of  Samuel  iu. 
Taketl,  a  young  man  of  fine  legal  attainment^  and- 

an  eloquent  advocate.  He  was,  in  addition,  a  protegee 
of  Mr.  Van  Bur  en,  who  always  manilesied  great  in*^ 
teieet  in  the  snccees  of  yoong  meoi  a  laige  number 
of  whoea  weve  among  hie  most  ajBctient  eupporteie  in 

the  Republican  party.  Mr.  Colden  was  removed  from 
the  Mayoralty  of  New-York,  to  make  room  for  Ste- 
phsn  Allen;  and  Riehaid  BilcMrwae  appoinled 

corder^  m  the  place  of  Peter  A.  Jay,  removed.  Besides 
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the  foregoing,  nwd  numerous  other  changes  made  in 
the  civil  oiidces  iu  the  State,  a  nunibex  of  peraoofi 
hbUiog  military  cmiminoiis  veie  lemoTed.  Geo. 
Lamb;  the  OommiiiRry  GeneirBl,  mm  displaoedy  and 
Alexander  M.  Muir  appointed  to  the  office.  Gen.  Solo- 
mim  Van  BmmdmUf  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Stale, 
and  one  of  the  moit  devoted  and  efficient  afficers  du- 

rin^  the  canipaigns  on  the  Niagara  frontier  in  il.c  war 
of  1812,  was  likewise  removed,  and  Wiiiiam  L.  Mar* 
07  aelected  to  fill  the  vaaancy.  Before  the  final  ad- 
journment of  die  LegfislatuTe,  Weieoaoie  Esleeck  was 
apponited  Superintendent  oi  Common  Schools,  in  the 
place  of  Gideon  Hawlef .  This  mnoval  was  wholly 
tmealled  for,  and  did  not  prove  to  be  popalar  with 
the  Republicans  in  the  Legislature,  who  soon  riftei 
passed  a  law,  uniting  the  two  Oiffices  of  Secretary  of 
State  aad  SnperinteDdent,  in  oonaeqamoe  of  which 
the  discharge  of  the  joint  duties  devolved  on  Mr. 
Yates. 

The  lemoval  of  Mr.  Mclntyie  was  foUowed  by  hia 
nominatiim  as  the  Olintonian  candidate  for  the  Sen* 

ate,  in  the  Middle  District ;  his  party  friends  in  the 
county  of  Otsego,  which  was  regularly  entitled  to  the 
nfltnifialion,  waiiriing  their  claim  in  his  fiivor.  Oiealef* 
forts  were  made  by  the  opposition  to  defeat  him,  but  he 
and  his  coUe^ue  were  both  elected,  by  almost  four  hun* 
dcedmaj<»ity,  notwith^anding  theDisthcthad  given  a 
HepnUtean  majority  of  eight  faondied  at  the  previora 
election.  The  Clintoniaiis  elected  fifty-two  members  of 
Afisemblytand  the  Kepublicaasseventy.  The  Senators 
eheaen,  weie  Abraham  Goxnee)  and  Abel  Hmilingtan, 
in  the  Southern  District ;  Archibald  Mclatyre,  and 
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Abraham  Hasbrouck,  in  the  Middia ;  Da?id  C,  Jadsoa, 

and  Daniel  Shepherd,  iii  tho  Eastera  ;  apd  Samuel  M. 
Hopkins,  and  Henry  Seymour,  in  tba  Wdstera  Dis- 
trict All  the  Senators  vere  Clintonians,  exetpl  Mr. 
Seymour,  and  those  elected  in  the  Southern  District. 
The  majority  in  favor  of  the  Conveuliojj,  was  seventy- 
four  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-five }  tbo8  clearly 
indicating  that  the  people  were  almoet  unaniooouslf 
in  favor  ot  aiiicndiiig  the  Constitution. 

The  special  election  for  the  choice  of  delegates  to 
the  State  CoDTentioni  was  held  on  tha  third  Tuesdssr 
of  June,  and  in  most  of  the  counties  made  a  party 
question.  A  large  number  of  distinguished  men  be- 
longing to  the  two  principal  political  parties  in  tha 
State,  were  elected  to  the  Convention.  On  the  Demo- 
cratic side,  were  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  elected  from  the 
county  of  Richmond ;  Martin  Van  Burefii  chosen  from 
the  county  of  OUego,  although  a  resident  of  Column 
bia  •  ;:Sainiiel  Young  and  Johu  Craaier,  from  Saratoga  ; 
Erastus  Root,  from  Delaware  ;  Nathan  Sanford,  Ogden 
Edwards,  Jacob  Radclifi^  William  Pauldingi  Jr.,  Haniy 
Wheaton,  and  Peter  Sharpe.  from  New-York ;  John 
Duer,  from  Orange;  Samuel  Nelson,  froui  (joiilaud; 
Jacob  Sutherlandi  from  Schoharie  i  and  Rufue  Kin^ 
who  had  acted  with  the  Democratic  party  since  the 
fall  of  1S20,  from  the  county  of  Qneons.  In  addition 
to  the  foregoing-,  Petei  B-  Livajo;ston  was  elected  from 
the  county  of  DutchesSj  and  Nathan  Williams  from 
the  county  of  Oneida,  upon  tickets  composed  of  can- 
didates selected  from  both  parties. 

The  most  conspicuous  opposition  members  of  the 
Convention,  were  James  Kant,  Ambrose  Spencer, 
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Stephen  Tan  Rensselaer,  and  Abraham  Tan  YechteQ| 
•ieeted  ftom  the  eoanty  of  AlbftDy ;  Francis  Syl vesteri 
Wtlliftm  W.  Tan  Ness,  Jacob  R  Tan  Rennelaar,  and 

Elisha  Williams,  from  Columbia;  Jonas  Piatt,  and 
fiaoekidl  Bacon,  from  Oneida ;  Peter  A.  Jay,  from  Wcs^ 
Chester;  David  Biiei,  Jr.,  from  Hensselaer;  and  James 

Tallmadge,  from  Dutchess.* 

The  Convention  assembled  at  Aibany,  on  the  28th 
day  of  AiigttSti  and  was  called  to  order  by  Geo. 
Boot,  in  a  neat  and  appropriate  speech.  One  hun- 
dred and  ten  delegates  were  present  and  answered  to 
their  names.  On  balloting  for  Presideat,  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins  received  ninety-four  votes,  and  was  de> 
dared  elected.  The  bcatterin:,^  votes  were  but  six- 
teen in  number.  John  F.  BacoOi  and  Samuel  L.  Gard* 
neri  ware  appointed  clerics ;  and  William  Stone^ 
late  editor  of  the  New-Tork  Commercial  Advertiser, 
Nathaniel  H.  Carter,  of  the  Albany  llegister,  Moses  L 
Candne,  of  the  Argus,  and  one  or  two  other  genile- 
men  connected  with  the  press,  wera  admitted  within 
the  bar  as  reporters.  On  the  30th  of  August,  the  Con- 
vention proceeded  to  the  business  for  which  it  iiad 
assembled,  and  on  modon  of  RuAis  King,  a  comuEiit* 
tee,  consisting  of  thirteen  members,  was  appointed  to 
report  in  what  manner  the  various  questions  in  agita- 
lion  should  be  brought  up  for  considanuton.  On  the 
same  day,  the  committee  reported,  thai  each  subject 
should  be  referred  to  a  sepnraLe  couimittec  ui'  seven 
members,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  examine  and  re- 
poh  what  atnendmenls  or  alterations  in  their  opiiuoii 

*For  a  complete  V\?t  of  the  membert  of  tb#  CoftrMtion  of  182l» 
ito  Kott  A.  li  tlie  eod  of  the  roluuc. 
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wure  reqmved«  This  plan  was  adopted;  and,  accord- 
inglf,  io  much  of  the  Ck>ii8iitQttOD  m  itlatod  to  iho 
Legislative  department,  was  leferred  tm  Meaere.  King, 
Kent,  Pauiding,  Sage,  Rose,  Ten  Eyck,  and  Law- 
lence;  so  much  as  related  to  the  Executive  depart" 
nent,  to  Hessrs.  Sheldon,  Wendover,  HantingftODy 

Yates,  StagCT,  Pitclier,  and  Hoi;cboom  ;  so  much  as 
related  to  the  Judiciary  departuicnt,  to  Messrs,  Mon* 
ID,  N.  WtUiams,  J.  Sutherlandy  Sylvester,  WheatoOi 
Duer,  and  Wheeler ;  so  much  as  related  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  Revision,  to  Messrs.  Tallmadge,  Piatt,  Ward, 
Nelson,  Brooks,  Russell,  and  Taa  Home ;  so  anieh 
as  related  to  the  power  of  appointment  to  office,  to 

Messrs.  Van  Btiren,  Budscye,  Coll  jus,  Biiel,  Child, 
Edwards,  and  Khinelander ;  so  much  as  related  to  the 
right  of  siiffrage,  and  the  qoaiificatioa  of  officers,  to 
Messrs.  Sanford,  S.  Van  Rensselaer,  P.  R.  Livingston, 
Fairlie,  Young,  Cramer,  and  Ross  i  so  much  as  re- 
lated to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  dttaens  of  the 
Stale,  to  Messrs.  Sharpe,  Spencer,  Hunter,  J.  Smith, 
Lefferts,  McCa!!,  and  Richards ;  and  so  much  of  the 
Oonstittttion  as  was  not  referred  to  the  previous  com* 
mitiees,  to  Messrs.  RadeltfT,  Bacon,  R.  Clarke,  Pike, 
Schcnck,  and  Brigors.  Messrs.  Root,  Lansing,  J.  R. 
Tan  Rensselaer,  Price,  fieckwith,  Roseburgh,  and  Bur- 
migbs,  were  also  ajqpointed  a  committee,  upon  the 
eocnmeneeinent  of  the  Legislative  year,  and  the  term 
of  every  elective  office ;  and  Messrs.  Swift,  Van  Vech- 
teo,  Barlow,  Steele,  Tattle.  E.  Williams,  and  Ter- 
bryck,  were  appointed  to  consider,  and  report  upon 
the  mode  of  making  l  ulu  re  ameiidmeuu  to  the  Coft* 
stitutioo* 
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The  manner  in  which  the  foiegoaio;  committees 
were  constituted,  occasioned  con^iderabie  feeluig  m 
tb«  Goatrentimii  although  it  wa^  acvcaly  to  have  beea 
expected  that  the  political  opponents  of  the  majority  - 
were  to  be  takcii  mto  especial  favor.  Both  the  Clin- 
tonian  and  Republican  parties,  had  made  every  efibrt 
in  their  power  to  obtain  the  control  of  that  body,  and 

the  success  oT  ihe  laUei,  carried  with  it,  accoidin:^  to 
the  estabUshed  law  in  partizan  contests,,  the  right  of 
legolating  its  operations*  All  the  chairmen  of  the  ten 
committees  were  Republicans,  except  Mr.  Tallmadcre, 
and  it  was  already  understood  that  he  was  about  to 
ehange  bis  political  associations.  He  had  taken  of- 
fetise,  at  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Oakley  as  Attorney 
General,  when  lie  himself  was  a  candidate  for  the 
otiice,  and  from  tliat  time  he  bad  secretly  opposed  Mr. 
Clinton,  and  during  the  sitting  of  ^be  Convention,  he 
became  openly  identified  with  the  Republican  party. 

The  committee  in  relation  to  the  Council  of  Re> 
TisioD,  made  a  yerbal  report  on  the  3rd  day  of  Sep- 
tember, in  ftvor  of  abolishing  the  Council,  and  vesting 
the  veto  power  in  the  Governor  of  the  State.  All  bills 
passed  by  the  two  bouses  were  to  be  sent  to  that  offi- 
cer, and,  if  approved  by  him.  were  to  become  laws ; 

but,  if  he  disapprovLMj  of  any  bill,  the  same  was  (o  be 
returned  to  the  house  in  which  it  originated,  witii  his 
objections,  and  if  two  thirds  of  the  members  of  both 
houses  ailerwards  voted  in  favor  of  its  passage,  it 
should  then  become  a  law.  On  taking  up  the  subject 
for  discassion,  Gov,  Tompkins  proposed)  as  an  amend- 
ment,  that  a  Council  should  be  associated  with  tbs 
Governor!  to  coubisi  of  persons  other  than  the  judicial 
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officers  of  the  State ;  but  this  proposition  was  sop- 
ported  by  only  a  few  members  of  the  Convention. 
Mr.  Livingston  also  attempted  to  amend  the  plan  re- 
ported hj  the  committee^  so  that  if  a  majority  of  all 
*e  members  elected  to  both  houses  voted  for  a  bill 
returned  by  the  Governor,  it  should  become  a  law. 
Judge  Piatt  made  an  able  reply  to  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Livingston,  who  earnestly  and  eloquently  defended 
liis  propositi  1)1].  and  on  taking*  the  question,  it  was 
rejected  by  a  vote  ol  mnety-live  to  twenty-six.  Mr* 
IJodge,  of  Montgomery,  afterwards  made  an  ineffbc* 
taal  attempt  to  amend  the  report  to  the  same  effect ; 
when  the  discussion  was  closed  by  the  adoption  of 
the  original  plan  as  ieported|  by  a  strong  vote. 

The  committee  on  the  Executive  department, 
through  their  chairman,  Mr.  Sheldon,  reported  in  fa- 
vor of  reducing  the  official  term  of  tlie  Governor  to 
two  years.  The  discussion  on  this  question  com* 
menced  on  the  13th  of  September,  and  was  princi- 
pally conhned  to  the  length  of  the  term.  Mr.  Suth- 
edand  made  an  able  speech  in  support  of  the  old 
term  of  three  years,  and  was  sustained  in  his  views 
by  Chancellor  Kent,  Chief  Justice  Spencer,  Judges 
Yaa  Ness  and  Piatt,  Mr.  Jay,  and  other  ultra  Fedeml* 
urts.  The  ultra  Democrats,  on  the  other  hand,  were 
fer  a  term  of  one  year  only  ;  and  tlieir  opinions  were 
advocLited  and  defended,  by  Gen.  Root,  P.  R.  Livings- 
ton, Mr.  Ui^boom,  and  Mr.  Briggs.  The  proposi- 
tion of  Mr.  Sutherland  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  eighty- 
nine  to  thirty.  Mr.  Van  Uuicn  and  his  more  imme- 
diate friends,  were  in  favor  of  choosing  the  Governor 
bieimiaUy ;  and  that  gentleman  himselfi  made  a  can- 
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did  and  coaviociog  argumeati  ia  defense  of  the  two 
yemf  tenn,  as  a  medium  ground  between  a  long 

term,  which  was  calculated  to  weaken  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  Executive  and  arouse  the  jealousies  of 
Ae  people>  and  a  diort  term,  which  did  not  aff<Md 
sufficient  time  to  acquire  an  insight  into  the  diversi- 
fied wants  and  interests  of  so  large  and  populous  a 
State.  The  rote  on  the  lecoomiendation  of  the  com- 
mittee stood,  sixty-one  to  fifty-nine;  the  Federalists 
Toting  with  the  moderate  Democrats  for  the  two 
years'  term. 

.  Amendments  were  also  adopted  by  the  Conventkmy 

•in  relation  to  the  Legislative  department,  providing 
for  the  division  of  the  State  into  eight  Senatorial 
Districts,  each  District  being  entitled  to  elect  four  Sen- 
ators ;  prohibiting  a  member  of  the  Legislature  from 
receiving  any  civil  office  from  the  appointing  power 
in  tlie  State,  during  the  term  for  which  he  should  be 
elected ;  and  declaring,  that  no  person  being  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  or  holding  any  judicial  or  military 
office  under  the  United  States,  should  hold  a  seat 
in  the  Legislature.  It  was,  in  like  manneri  pso- 
Tided,  that  all  persons  holding  office  during  good  be- 
havior,  mig^ht  be  removed  by  a  joint  rcsoliitioii  of  tlie 
two  houses  of  the  Legislature,  to  be  concurred  in  by. 
two-thirds  of  the  members  of  AssemUy,  and  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Senate ;  and  that  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands,  thereafter  to  be  sold,  and  the  existing 
Common  School  fund,  should  forever  remain  a  pep> 
petual  fund  for  the  support  of  Common  Schools  in 
the  State. 

Mr.  Sanford,  Irom  the  committee  upon  the  r^hi 
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of  suflkagO)  nporled  that  evefjr  mak  ^Mie  oLtmsk 
of  the  age  of  twcmty-ooe  years,  who  had  tended 

SIX  months  in  the  State;  who  had.  w  ithin  one  yeear, 
paid  taxes,  or  beea  assessed  and  actually  worked,  or 
commuted  for  work,, on  the  highways;  or  hadbeea 
enrolled  and  seiTed  in  the  mihtia ;  sliould  be  entitled 
to  vote  for  all  officers  ol  the  Goveriunent  elected  by 
the  people.  The  effect  of  this  amendmeiit  was,  to 
aholiah  the  property  quab'ficatioQ  of  voters ;  and  the 
grave  importance  of  the  question,  extendin«f  as  it  did 
to  the  very  foundation  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  and  intimately  connect- 
ed with  the  vital  principle  of  n  Democratic  form  of 
government,  elicited^  a  warm  and  protracted  discua- 
sion.  The  first  attempt  at  amending  the  proposition 
of  the  committee,  was  made  by  Mr.  Jay,  in  behalf  of 
the  colored  population,  who  moved  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  whUe^^  and  accompanied  the  motion  with  an 
eloquent  speech  in  its  support  Gen.  Root  and  Col. 
Youiig  opposed  the  motion ;  the  former,  on  the  ground 
tUat  the  blacks  were  not  liable  to  do  military  duty, 
and  the  latter,  for  the  reason  that  their  moral  and  so- 
cial condition,  whether  wrongfully  or  rightfully  he 
did  not  tiimk  important,  had  become  so  degraded  as 
to  render  them  unsafe  depositaries  of  the  right  of  suf* 
frage.  The  debate  was  continued  by'Mr.  Van  Vech- 
ten  and  Mr.  Clarke,  of  Delaware  county,  in  favor  of 
the  motion,  and  Mr.  Spencer  in  opposition.  On  ta- 
king the  question,  sixty-three  voted  in  the  affirmative, 
lind  fifty-nine  in  the  negative.  Mr.  Van  Buren  voted 
for  the  motion,  and  Gov.  Tompkms,  who  did  not  vote 
at  all  on  the  question,  was  understood  to  concur  with 


S48 


him  in  opinim.  A  select  committee  <xf  thiiteen,  how- 
ever, was  soon  after  apppointed,  to  whoiii  the  whole 
subject  of  the  elective  franchise  was  referred*  C<d. 
Young  was  the  chairman  of  this  committeei  and  re^ 
ported  a  proviso  in  the  first  sciction,  excluding  all  col- 
ored men  from  voting  who  were  not  freeholders  to 
the  value  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  Judge 
Flatt  made  a  &qpirited  and  able  speech  in  fisivor  of  stri- 
king out  the  proviso,  as  being  utterly  inconsistent  with 
the  doctrines  in  regard  to  universal  sufiragei  for  which 
OoL  Young  had  contended  so  stienuously*  Mr.  Tan 
Buren  supported  the  proviso,  because  it  held  out  desira- 
1)1 0  inducements  to  industry  in  the  blacks :  he  also  stated 
that  he  would  not  draw  a  revenue  from  them,  and 
yet  deny  them  the  right  of  suffirage ;  and  that,  there- 
fore, tlicy  were  to  be  exempted  from  taxation  until 
they  had  qualified  themselves  to  vote.  Judge  Piatt's 
motion  to  strike  out  did  not  prevail.  The  vote  stood, 
thirty-three  to  seventy-one.  The  ultra  members  of 
the  two  parties  in  the  Convention  occupied  a  singular 
position  in  relation  to  the  suffirage  question.  While 
Chancdlor  Kent,  Judge  Piatt,  and  Messrs.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Van  Vechten,  and  Jay,  were  desirous  of  retain- 
ing the  ireehold  qualification  in  respect  to  white  citi- 
zens, they  made  great  efforts  to  oppose  the  extension 
of  the  same  principle  to  the  blacks;  and,  on  the  other 
side,  while  Col.  Young,  Gen.  Root,  Mr.  Livingston, 
and  others,  urgently  pressed  the  repeal  of  the  property 
qualification,  they  contended  with  as  much  earnest- 
ness against  extending  the  elective  franchise  to  tlie 
colored  citizen. 
Judge  Spencer  offered  an  amendment  to  the  firsti 
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Mtkm  reported  by  the  committoe  on  the  right  of 

suflrage,  specifying  the  qualification  of  voters,  wliich 
provided,  that  such  qualiticatioas  should  apply  to  all 
dections  other  than  for  Senators ;  and  that  in  electiana 
for  Senators,  every  free  male  citizen  of  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-one years,  being  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  one  year 
next  preceding  the  election^  and^  at  the  time  of  offering 
himjself  as  an  elector,  baying  an  interest  in  lav  or  equi- 
ty, in  his  own  or  in  his  wife's  right,  in  any  lands  or  ten- 
ements in  this  State,  of  the  value  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  over  and  above  all  debts  charged  tbexeont 
should  be  entitled  to  vote  for  Senators  in  the  town  or 
ward  in  which  he  resided.  By  this  amendment,  the 
great  question  of  extending  the  right  of  sn&age,  as 
antagonistic  to  the  property  or  free-hold  qualification^ 
was  distinctly  presented.  The  ablest  members  of 
the  Convention  made  their  most  brilliant  etibrts  in 
the  discussion  of  this  proposition.  Gov.  Tompkins^ 
Judge  Radcliff,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Gen.  Root,  Col. 
Young,  and  Messrs.  Livingston,  Cramer,  Buel,  and 
Boss,  opposed  Judge  Spencefs  amendmenti  with  all 
the  ability  and  eloquence  they  could  command ;  and 
it  was  sustained  with  equal  talent  and  address,  by 
the  mover  himseli^  Chancellor  Kent,  Judge  Van  Ness, 
tod  Messrs.  Van  Yechten  and  E.  Williams.  The 
amendment  of  Judge  Spencer  was  lost.  It  received 
but  nineteen  votes  to  one  hundred  m  opposition. 

Gen.  Boot,  GoL  Young,  Gov.  Tompkins,  Judge 
Badcliff,  and  others,  were  in  favor  of  universal  suf- 
frage, and  made  several  efforts  to  incorporate  this 
IinQciple  hito  the  Constitution.  In  this  they  were 
ofgosed,  by  Messrs.  Tan  Buren,  B.  King,  Sutfaerland, 
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Duer,  Nelson,  and  N.  Williams,  who  were  of  the 
•opioioQ}  that  an  elector  ought  to  be  either  a  freeholder 
HUT  a  householder.  The  plen  ultiiiiately  adopted  by 
Tthe  ConTentioQ  was,  a  oompromiie  between  these  two 

pirties. 

The  commUtee  on  the  elective  ftanchise  also  le* 
^rted  a  seetkm,  anthorizing  the  Legislatuie  to  pass 

laws  by  winch  a  register  of  all  citizens  entitled  to  the 
jright  of  sulirage,  ia  every  town  aad  ward,  should  be 
made  at  least  twenty  days  before  any  election ;  and 
providing  that  no  person  should  vote  at  any  election 
•who  was  not  duly  registered.  Gen.  Root  resisted  the 
•ad(q[ytion  of  this  section  with  his  usual  vehemence^ 
and  insisted  that  ^  snch  a  muster  roll  of  voters  would 
be  impracticable,  and  lead  to  mischievous  consequen- 
ces, by  depriving  many  legal  voters  of  the  right  of 
snffirage,  in  consequence  of  not  having  their  names 
properly  inserted  on  the  muster  list."  Col.  Young 
and  Mr.  Van  Yechten  spoke  in  favor  of  retaining  the 
eeetion ;  but  it  was  stricken  out  by  a  vote  of  sizty- 
mx  to  forty-eight. 

Mr.  Monro,  lioin  the  Judiciary  Couimitttee,  report- 
ed an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  providing: 
^That  the  Conrt  of  Chancery  should  consist  of  a 
'  Chancellor  and  Vice  Chancellor,  and  that  the  Legis- 
lature sliouid  be  authorized  to  provide  for  the  appoinU 
ment  of  a  secrad  Vice  Chancellor,  if,  in  their  judg* 
ment,  the  public  exigency  demanded  the  measure; 
that  appeals  slioiild  lie  from  the  Vice  Chancellor  to 
the  Chancellor  ^  that  there  i^ould  be  a  Superior  Court 
<if  Common  Pleas,  possessing  ooDcnrrent  jurisdiction^'' 
with  certam  minor  exceptions,  "  with  the  Supreme 
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Court ;  and  that,  from  this  Court  writs  of  error  mij^ht 
be  brought  directly  to  the  Court  for  the  Correction  of 
fiifonr;  tbalihe  JadfM  of  these  ooiirtfl  should  try  all 
the  issnes  joined  in  Ifaeir  respeetiTe  eourts,  and  bold 
their  offices  during  good  belinvior,  or  nritil  they  were 
sixty-five  years  of  age.^'  No  change  was  made  by  the 
committee,  who  were  tmainiiioiis  in  opinioDi  with  the 
exception  of  Mr.  Wheeler,  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
but  they  recommended,  "  that  the  Chancellor,  Vice 
Cbancellor,  and  Judges  of  the  Supreme  and  Superior 
Courts,  should,  together  with  the  Senate,  cmistitnfe 
the  Court  for  the  Correction  of  Errors ;  that  they 
should  not  be  eligible  to  any  decti^e  office  until  two 
years  after  they  should  cesse  to  be  Judges ;  and  that 
the  probate  aud  registerinorof  w  ills  should  be  confided 
to  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas."  This  plan  for 
Bsfonning  the  Judiciary  sywlim  of  the  State,  was  pre- 
pared by  William  A,  Dner. 

The  discussion  of  the  Judiciary  question  com- 
menced on  the  22d  day  of  October.  After  the  open- 
ing: speech  of  Mr.  Monro,  in  su]!^)ort  of  the  plan  re- 
ported by  the  eouimittec,  Gen.  Root  offered  a  substi- 
tute, vesting  the  judicial  power  of  the  State  in  a  Court 
ta  the  Trial  of  Inqpeachments  and  the  Oorrectioii  of 
Bnors,  to  consist  of  the  President  of  the  Senate,  and 
the' Senators ;  in  a  Supreme  Court,  to  consist  oi  a 
Chief  Justice,  and  not  more  than  four,  nor  less  than 
two,  Associate  Justices;  in  Circuit  Courts  and  Courts 
of  Common  Pleas,  and  in  Justices  of  the  Peace^  and 
in  such  other  Courts,  subordinate  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  as  the  Legislature  might  from  time  to  time  di- 
net ;  and  providing  that  the  Court  of  CSiancery,  m 


ttm  organinid,  ihonld  ^ontfafM  to  ezift  ilntil  otfrn* 

wise  ordered  by  the  Legislature.  This  substitute 
was  intended  to  produce  an  entire  revolution  in  the 

Van  Baren,  Nelson,  Paulding,  Wheaton,  King,  and 
Sutherland,  of  the  Democratic  members,  were  oppos- 
ed to  overUmung  the  Oouri  of  ObaooerjTy  and  the 
Saprema  Oouvt  The  deeisiofia  of  these  courts,  mi^ 

der  the  administration  of  Chancellor  Kent  and  jTidge 
Spencer,  were  deservedly  held  ia  high  esteem  through- 
out the  whole  Union;  and  to  the  moie  prudent  and 
cautious  delegates  in  the  Convention,  the  entire 
change,  contemplated  by  Gen  Root's  plan,  seemed  to 
be  altogether  too  revolotionary  and  too  hazaidons. 
GhanceHoir  Kent,  and  Msam.  Jay  and  Tan  Veehten,  pre- 
ferred, of  course,  that  the  existing  organization  of  the 
two  courts,  should,  la  the  main,  be  preserved.  Geo. 
Boot's  substitute  was  supported  by  GoL  Yoong  and 
Judge  Radcliif,  but  was  rejected — seventy-three  to 
thirty-six.  The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first 
section  of  the  n^MMTt  of  the  Gonunifttee^  which  waaalse 
v^ted--aeT6nty-*nuie  to  tfairty-thiee;  Oor.  Tomp- 
kins, Chancellor  Kent,  Mr.  Van  Bnren,  Mr,  Van 
Vacihteu,  and  those  members  entertaining  similar 
views  with  them,  votsd  in  iamr  at  the  report.  The 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  did  not  vote  upon  the 
question ;  and  on  this,  as  on  all  occasions  during  the 
diacussion  upon  the  vaiicus  j^ans  for  re^n^ganising 
the  jodieiary  system,  they  manifteted  but  litde  interest 
in  preserving  the  court  of  wliicii  they  were  members, 
and  against  which  the  most  violent  prejudices,  and 
liw  nioat  hitter  peraonal  animiMMeei  had  been  ai^^ 
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Th0  mlarfiMenca  oC  Ibe  iiidksial  qAmri  of  the  8Mbb 
in  politioal  questions,  hwA  long  been  a  eerioae  came 

of  offense,  in  the  estiiaation  of  a  large  portion,  of  the 
people^  and  Gen.  Boot  and  CoL  Youog  but  acted  in 
aacofdanee  with  the  prervakot  aentiiiieiit  among  them, 

when  they  contended  lor  a  radical  i  cibrin  iii  tlie  exist- 
ing order  of  thmgs ;  and,  either  from  choice  or  neces- 

a^,  Judge  Spencer  and  hia  coUeages  tfaonght  pioper 

to  maintain  a  dignified  reserve  upon  a]l  questions  af- 
feetiog  tbeirofhcial  stations.  It  is  iiighly  probable  that' 
diajr  wcfe  mooanged  in  pieserriog  this  iodiffeience^ 
by  the  hope  that  ao  many  conflicting'  plans  and  piop- 
ositions  would  be  brought  before  the  Convention,  that 
it  wouki  be  found  impossible  to  unite  on  any  new 
afitoou  But  a  majority  of  the  members  had  come 
there  for  the  express  purpose  of  overturning"  and  re- 
model iing  tiiQ  Supreme  Court  j  and  alter  a  protracted 
detNute^  and  the  piesentatioo  and  rejection  of  seveml 
difieient  propositiona,  the  following  plan,  presented 
by  Mr.  C'arpentcr,  of  Tioga  county,  was  udoptedi 
sixty*two  to  hi  ty-three : 

Tbe  SufMneme  Goort  shall  coosiat  of  a  Chief 

Justice,  and  two  Justices. 

"2.  The  State  shall  be  divided,  by  law,  into  acon- 
vamant  number  of  districts,  not  less  than  four,  nor 
«aroeeding  eight,  subject  to  alteration  by  the  Legisla** 
tine,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  public  good  may  re- 
quire,  for  each  of  which  a  District  Judge  shall  be 
Sf^iointed,  in  the  same  manner,  and  hold  his  office 
by  llie  iiuine  ton u re,  as  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  ^  who  shall  possess  the  powers  of  a  Justice  of 
Ac  Sapmooe  Ckwurt  at  Chambers,  and  at  die  triid  of 
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iifiaes  joined  ia  the  Supreme  .Cooxtf  and  preside  m 
CcNiits  <d  Oyer  and  Tenniner  and  Jail  Deliirery; 
aiid  such  equity  powers  may  be  vested  in  the  s^iid 
District  JudgeSi  or  in  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas, 
orinauch  other  sabcwdiiiate  courts  as  the  LegialaHne 
may  bylaw  direct,  aubfecl  to  fheaiqpaUate  jurisdictaDa 
jof  tlie  Chancellor." 

Previous  to  the  adoption  of  Mr«  Carpenter'a  fnoffh 
aitioiiy  Mr.  Whaatoo  ofiimd  an  ammdnwiit,  in  ttSM 
retaining  the  Jud^^es  of  the  Supreme  Court  m  office, 
which  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Duer  and  others,  and  lost, 
aiztjr-six  to  thirty-nine.  Mesna.  N.  Sanfoidi  Dodge^ 
Sharpe,  Yates,  and  Tan  Btmn,  supported  Mr.  Wiiea^ 
ton's  amendment,  and  the  latter  gentleman,  in  one  of 
his  speeches  made  with  reierenoe  to  this  queetiiNiy 
avowed  it  aa  his  opinion,  that  there  were  no  pnblie 
reasons  for  the  removal  of  the  Judges.  He  also  added, 
that if  personal  feelings  could  or  ought  to  intluence" 
thamambenioftheCkmvention^ainattfaeittdividiiaL^ 
•(Judge  Van  Ness)  "who  would  probaWy  be  most  af- 
fected by  the  adoption  of  the  amendment,  he  supposed 
that  he  himself,  above  all  others,  would  be  excuDsed  for 
indulging  them.  He  could,  with  truth,  say,  that  ha 
had,  through  his  whole  life,  been  cussaiied  from  that 
(j^uarter,  with  hostility,  political,  professlonal|  and  per- 
sonal—hostility which  had  been  the  most  keen,  ao^ 
ive,  and  unyielding;''  but  he  should  not  "indulge 
his  individual  resentment  in  the  prostration  of  liis 
private  and  politiced  adversary  f  he  should  deqpise 
himself  if  he  could  be  eapable  of  such  eonduet; 

and  he  hoped  that  tijrit  sentiment  was  not  con- 
fined to  himself  aloue^and  that  th& Con ventioawoukl 
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not  rain  its  character  and  credit,  by  ^xocceding  to 

The  laport  made  by  Mr.  VanBurBD,  (torn  theooia- 
ndttee  in  rdatioii  to  the  power  of  appoinCmeiit  to  of*- 

fice,  provided  :  that  the  Council  of  Appointment 
ihould  be  abolished ;  that  all  militia  offioerSi  with  the- 
fiOEoeptioa  of  Mtyor  Goneials,  cuid  the  Adljutant  GeM-< 
ral,  si  10 u Id  be  clccLed  by  persons  subject  to  perform 
military  duty ;  that  the  principal  State  oiSiceriK,  such 
as  the  ComplroUeri  Secvetary  of  State,  Attoniey  Gen- 
eral, Treasurer,  &c.,  should  be  appointed  by  the  two 
houses  of  the  Legislature ;  that  the  Governor  should 
nominate,  and  by  the  consent  of  the  Senate  appoint^ 
all  judicial  officers,  (except  Juaticee  of  the  Peaee^  who 
were  to  be  chosen  by  the  people,)  and  Sheriffs  of 
counties;  that  Clerks  of  courts  should  be  appointed 
by  the  mpectivB  courts  of  which  they  wen  officers;, 
and  that  no  judicial  officer  should  be  removed,  except 
by  the  majority  of  the  Senate,  upon  the  recommend- 
ation of  the  Qovemori  setting  forth  the  caose  or  cansss 
of  remoYal.  In  order  to  convey  an  idea  of  the  prodi- 
gious extent  of  the  patronage  enjoyed  by  the  Govern- 
or and  Council  at  this  tmie,  the  committee  stated  that 
tbeie  were  eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-* 
seven  military,  and  six  thonimnd  six  hundred  and 
sixty-three  civil  officers,  who  received  their  appoint- 
ments from  the  CounciL  On  taking  up  the  subject 
in  tiie  Conrention,  a  resolution- was  unanimously 
passed,  declarinsf  that  the  Council  of  Appointment 
ought  to  be  abolished. 

Four  difBwewt  propositions  for  the  appointment  of 
officers,  with  various  modifications,  were  discussed  in 
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the  Gonventfam,  riz :   The  eiestion  of  a  new-  Omn* 

cil  of  Appointment,  to  be  elected  by  the  pt  o])lo;  to 
vest  the  power  of  appoiatment  la  the  Governor ;  ia 
the  Legislature  soldy ;  or  in  the  Governori  by  and 
witii  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  Mr.  Tall- 
madge  opposed  giving  any  of  this  power  whatsoever, 
to  either  or  both  branches  of  the  iiq^islatuie.  Mr. 
Rnssell,  of  Erie,  advocated  a  State  Council  of  Ap- 
poniiiiient,  consisting-  of  the  Governor  and  six  per- 
sons, to  be  elected  by  the  people  at  each  Gubernatori* 
al  election.  CoL  Young  was  at  first  inclined  to  support 
Mr.  Ki^ssell's  plan,  hut  it  was evetitually  rejected,  only 
nine  members  voting  in  its  favor;  Coi.  Young  iiim- 
self  voting  against  it.  Jndge  Piatt  proposed  that 
nine  persons  should  be  elected  in  each  county,  to 
serve  for  three  years,  and  to  be  classed  so  that  three 
of  the  number  shoald  be  chosen  annually,  who  were  lo 
be  clothed  with  the  power  of  appointing  the  County 
Indoles,  with  the  exception  of  the  First  Judge,  and 
Sheriti's,  Coroners,  Uommissioners  of  Deeds,  and  other 
subordinate  oncers.  Mr.  Edwards  opposed  every 
plan  intended  to  perpetuate  the  central  power  at  the 
Capitol.  He  portrayed  in  eloquent  terms  the  formi- 
dable evils  that  had  grown  out  of  it,  and  forewarned 
his  fHends  a^nst  the  mischief  whidi  would  inevita- 
bly  result  from  its  continuance.  But  a  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  Convention  of  1821,  were  not  yet 
prepared  to  make  that  radical  and  sweeping  change 
which  was  necessary,  in  order  to  bring  llie  public  scr- 
vant  withm  the  reach  of  his  masters — the  sovereign 
people ;  and  thus  gire  to  the  latter  the  exercise  of  that 
power  which,  in  a  Democratic  government,  is  peca* 
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Imlf  UiAur  own,  and  should  mwet  be  wxestod  iroai 

After  the  Convention  had  decidedj  in  cflcct^  to  adopt 
Ihe  general  features  of  the  plau  recommended  by  the 
CkMEunittee^  Mr.  Van  Bum  brought  forward  a  piopc^ 
jiliOD  ibr  the  appointmeot  ai  Jostkm  of  the  Pieace  by 
the  Governor,  who  were  to  be  selected  by  him  from 
two  separate  lists,  each  equal  to  the  number  to  heap 
jpointed;  ane  of  which  was  to  be  recommended  by 
Ihe  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  the  other  by  the  Court 
of  Common  Pieas,  m  each  county.  This  scheme  was 
adrocated  by  the  mover,  and  by  Gov;  Tompkins,  Gen. 
Root,  and  Col.  Young",  as  a  means  of  strengthening  the 
dominant  party  in  the  State ;  wliile  Messrs.  Spencer, 
Tan  Neas,  J.  &.  Van  Reimelaer,  and  other  CUntonians, 
iipliooed  it,  rather  fi>r  the  purpose  of  weakening  the 
power  of  their  political  opponents,  than  for  the  im- 
portance of  the  principle  involved*  liufus  King, 
however,  and  a  large  number  of  active  membeis  of 
both  parties  in  the  Convention,  strenuously  resisted 
Mr.  Van  Barents  proposition,  which  was  in  the  first 
instance  lost,  by  a  vote  of  fifty-six  to  fifty-nine,  bat 
aftmrards  renewed,  and  made  a  part  of  the  amended 
Constitution. 

Gen.  Root  offered  an  amendment,  providing  for  the 
elaction  of  8heri&  and  County  Clerks  by  the  peo jda» 
Col.  Young  earnestly  supported  this  amendment,  but 
it  encountered  the  active  and  zealous  opposition  of 
Chanoallor  Kent,  and  Messrs.  Jay,  P.  EL  LivingstoOi 
Plall,  J.  R»  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Veehten,  Tan  Bam, 
WheaLon,  N.  A\  iUiams,  and  Nelson.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  oibxts  made  to  defeat  it,  it  was  sustained  in 
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the  Convention,  by  teventy^cme  to  Airty-six.  *Th» 
following  members  voted  ag^ainst  the  proposition:. 
Matm.  Beckwiib,  Bixdaeyei  Breese,  Annl^rfao^  Bueii 
Child,  Eastwood,  FairUe,  Hallock,  Hogeboom,  Hove^ 
Jay,  Joaes,  Kent,  King,  Lnnsinsr,  P.  K.  I  .iv  ingston, 
Monroe,  Nelson,  Paulding,  FlaU,  i:*orter,  Keeve,  ftoek^ 
well,  Boas,  Russell,  Seaman,  Ten  Eyck,  Tan  Botw^ 
J.  R.  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Vechten,  A.  Webster,  ^Veu- 
dover,  Wheaton,     Williams,  Woods,  and  Yates. 

An  article  was  also  inserted  in  the  amended  Con* 
stitation,  providing  that  where  an  amendment  ahoold 
be  proposed  in  any  succeeding  Legislature,  and  re- 
ceive a  majority  of  the  votes  of  both  houses,  it  should 
be  referred  to  the  L^islature  next  to  be  dbosen,  and 
if  a  majority  of  two-thirds  voted  in  its  favor,  u  might 
then  be  presented  to  the  electors  of  the  State  for  tbeiff 
approval  or  resjeetion. 

When  the  ayes  and  noes  were  called  on  the  ques-^ 
tion,  whether  the  Constitution  as  amended  should  be 
adopted  by  the  Convention,  Mr.  Bacon  made  a  few 
eloquent  remarks,  expressive  of  his  views  in  relatkm 
to  the  importance  of  the  vote  he  was  called  upon  to 
give,  and  stated,  that,  although  hjQ  had  opposed  seve- 
ral amendments  which  had  received  the  approbatMO 
of  the  majority,  he  felt  bound,  in  justkse  to  himself, 
and  as  a  matter  oi  duty  to  his  constituents,  inasmuch 
as  provision  had  been  made  for  the  future  amendment 
of  the  Constitution,  to  vote  in  favor  of  its  adoption*. 
But  eight  members  of  the  Convention  voted  against 
the  amended  Constitution,  viz :  Messrs.  Jay,  Jones,. 
Bhinelander,  Sandm,  Sjrlvestar,  Tan  Home,  Van 
Ness,  and  Van  Veohten*  In  a4dition  to  these  gentle- 
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Jtteiiy  Messrs.  BreesSi  R.  Clarke,  Day,  Fish,  HeeSi, 

Humphrey,  Kent,  Piatt,  Price,  Spencer,  D.  Sniher* 
land,  J.  R.  Van  Reubselaer,  S.  Van  iieubsulaer,  Web- 
ster, and  E.  Williams,  did  not  affix  their  names  to 
the  Cbnstittttion.  Mr.  Tansen,  of  Ulsleri  died  during 

tile  sittinsf  of  the  Convention. 

An  address  to  the  people  of  the  State,  recommiancU 
mg  the  latification  of  the  Constitution,  was  drawn  up 
by  Gen.  Root,  and  adopted  by  the  Convention  on  the 
lOtli  day  of  November,  and  ordered  to  be  signed  by 
its  officers.  The  thanks  of  the  members  were  then 
uuanimoiisly  voted  to  the  Prestdeut,  who  returned  an 

appropriate  reply;  when  the  Convention  adjourned 
without  day.  This  was  the  last  time  Gov.  Tomp- 
kins interfered  in  the  politics  of  the  State.  He  coa~ 
tinned  to  discharge  the  duties  of  Vice  President,  but 
his  increasing  pecmiiary  embarrassments,  and  his  in- 
dulgence in  the  use  of  stimulating  drinks^  soon  jyroi* 
tiated  his  energies,  and  undermined  his  healfli. 

At  the  session  of  Conirress  commencincr  in  Decern- 
ber,  iS21,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  this  State,  was  againacaUh 
didale  for  Speaks.  "Pwrij  lines,  at  thai  time,  were 
not  drawn  very  strictly  in  the  nation,  and  ]  Ydcral- 
ists,  Ciintoniaus,  and  Bucktails,  all  professed  to  su]>- 
pert  the  administration  of  Mr,  Monroe.  His  official 
acts,  like  his  aMUties,  were  rather  of  the  n^trre 
than  of  the  positive  kind,  and,  although  he  possessed 
a  sound  and  discriminating  mind,  it  does  not  hfpmx 
that  be  recommended  any  measure,  or  undertook  any 
project,  that  could  give  serious  cause  of  offense  to  any 
one.  The  controversy,  therefore,  in  relation  to  the 
flpeakaisbip^  was  mainly  sectional  in  ill  eharagter. 
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The  members  from  the  Eastern,  Middle,  and  a  portion 
of  the  Western  dilates,  generally  pre£aried  Mr,  Tay- 
lor. The  fnukds^  of  Mr.  Van  Buieiii  who  wen  elect- 
ad  by  the  Anti-Clintoiitttns,  formed  an'  exception  to 
this  rule,  and  determined  on  preventing  the  election 
of  Mr.  Taylor.  The  Southern  members  finally  uni- 
ted on  Philip  P*  Barbour,  of  Virginiai  and,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  New-York  Bucktails,  he  was  elected 
by  ^our  mi^rity  over  all  the  other  candidates.  The 
Mly  eieuse  o&red  by  the  meixkbeis  from  this  Stele 
who  iuppmeA  Mr.  Taylor,  was,  that  he  was  a  friend 
of  Mr.  Clinton^  axul  tiiey  could  not  sustain  liim  fox 
thai  reason. 

The  State  Legislature  aesembled  at  Albany,  on  the 

2d  day  of  January,  1822.  At  the  caucus  of  the  De- 
mocratic members,  Samuel  B.  Jloinauie,  of  New^ 
Yocky  wee  nominated  as  their  oandidate for  Speaker; 
and  on  the  eoBUing  day  he  was  doty  elected.  Mr. 
ilomaine  received  thirty-eight  votes  in  the  caucus, 
ttid  James  Burl»  of  Orange  countyi  twentf-eight. 
Got.  Clinton's  speech,  like  most  of  his  produotionsi, 
ivas  eloquent,  and  highly  liuished,  hut  somewhat  too 
lengthy.  He  alluded  to  the  amendment  of  the  Cour 
«littttion|  but  expressed  no  opinion  in  relation  to  the 
acts  of  the  Convention,  as  they  were  about  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  people  for  their  decision.  He  also  reconar 
mended  the  en^^ouiegmnent  of  domestic  manuf«Dtuxe% 
•nd  the  alteration  of  the  criminal  cede  of  the  State, 
and  congratulated  the  Legislature  on  the  prospect  of 
the  speedy  completian  of  the  Erie  and  Chain{>lain 
4Maials.  The  speeoh  ecmoluded  with  the  eaqonessieoi 
.of  the  wishj  that  the  members  of  the  two  houses  would 
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tRH>pemtie  vith  the  ExecutiTe  ^  in  dierishing  ft  spirit 
of  eondliatioR  and  foibearanee,  and  in  eultivrntinr 

that  respect"  wlucli  they  owed  to  each  otiier  and  to 
themselTes*  The  courteous  tone  ot  the  Governor  in 
hie  address,  was  by  no  means  reeipiocated  in  the 
House.  Mj".  Ulshoeifer,  of  New- York,  immediately 
moved  the  appomtment  of  a  commiltee  to  coxuHder 
the  propriety  ot  answering  the  Govemor^s  speech, 
which  was  carried.  The  committee  afterwards  made 
a  report,  animadverting,  in  terms  of  umisuai  and  un- 
necessary severity,  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Governor, 
and  prooouneing  the  practice  of  delivering  a  speech, 
instead  of  sending  a  message  to  the  Legislature,  "a 
remnant  of  royalty"  which  ought  not  to  be  tolerated. 
The  rspoft  eimduded  hy  recommending  the  adoplioai 
of  a  resolntlon,  declaring  that  the  cnstom  of  deliver- 
ing a  speech,  and  returning  an  answer,  ought  to  be 
abolisiied.  Mr.  Me  Kown  opposed  both  the  resolu- 
tion and  the  lepott,  and  proposed  a  substitute  to  the 

former,  expressino^  the  opinion,  that  as  the  custom 
of  returning  an  answer  had  been  abolished,  it  was  io- 
ezpedient  to  revive  it«  Mt«  Bronion,  the  prosent 
Chief  Justice  of  the  State,  then  a  Clintonian  member 
of  the  Assembly,  and  Messrs,  Buggies,  Ford,  J.  W» 
CMy,  and  others,  npoke  in  fitvor  of  Mr,  He  Kown% 
subsCitnte.  Mr.UlshoeflferandMr.Romaine  wssetfie 

principal  speakers  on  the  other  side.  On  taking  the 
vote,  the  substitute  was  lost  by  a  large  mig<Nrity,  and 
the  originnl  rssolntion  adopted. 

John  Townsend,  Charles  E.  Dudley,  Benjamin 
Mooers,  and  Perry  G.  Childs,  ail  Anti-Clintonians, 

weie  chosen  memters  <rf  the  Ckmncil  of  AppoinliiiBD^ 
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on  the  10th  of  January.  But  little  business  was  traiis- 
•eted  hj  itm  Council,  as  tha  appvoachiiig  clumge  ia 
the  tenure  of  moatot  As  oSom  in  the  Stete^xendered 

their  action  almost  entirely  unnecessary. 

An  eiectiou  was  held  in  the  yanous  towns  aad 
wards  in  the  States  on  the  16th,  16th,  and  17th  daye 
of  January,  at  which  seventy-five  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  votes  were  given  for  the  latifi- 
cation  of  the  Ckinatitution,  and  farty-one  thousand 
four  hundred  and  ninety-soTen  against  it.  Thus  was 
i\  civil  revolution  effected  in  the  g'overnment.  and  that 
too  by  the  votes  of  men  who  voluntaxiiy  surxendered 
political  power  into  the  hands  of  a  large  class  of  their 
fellow  citizens  who  had  formerly  been  denied  the 
right  of  suffrage,  without  a  resort  to  force,  without 
oommotion  or  disturbance^  but  with  the  peaceful  aa- 
aent  of  a  large  majority  of  the  frediolders  of  the  State* 

The  moral  greatness  of  such  reforms  always  exerts  an 
inffoence,  and  commands  feelings  of  respect  and  ven* 
tfation,  which  go  far  to  strengthen  the  bulwarks  of  a 
Democratic  Constitution.  The  people,  upon  whose 
verdict  it  rests  for  approval  and  adoption,  can  scarce* 
!y  £BLil  to  cherish  a  sentiment  of  parental  atfiBCticm  and 
regard,  for  the  instrument  of  their  creation :  wfaeoerar 
it  is  perverted  by  desic^ning  men  to  promote  selfish 
inteiests  and  views,  they  are  prompt  to  apply  the 
necessary  corrective ;  and  when  it  is  assailed,  tihey 

are  equally  zealous  in  rescuing  and  defending  it. 

By  the  amended  Constitution,  the  whole  number  of 
joasmbers  of  Assembly  was  fixed  at  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight,  and  laws  were  aceoidmgly  passed,  et 
this  session,  apportioumg  the  members  among  the  dif- 
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iereiit  counties,  and  dividing  the  State  into  thirty 
Cofl^riwriQiial  Dkiricte.  Lawi  wm  also  passed,  jfro- 
wUixig  ibr  tbe  election  of  State  offleen  by  the  two 

houses,  and  the  appointment  of  Justices  of  tlie  Peace. 

The  new  Constitution  contained  a  provision,  de- 
^aring  thai  no  lottery  should  tbeieafter  be  authorized 
in  the  State;  and  that  the  Legislature  should  pass 
laws  to  prevent  the  sale  of  all  tickets,  except  in  lot- 
teries alxesdy  provided  for  by  law.  Under  this  clause, 
the  lottery  system  introdoeed  in  1814,  for  the  beneSt 

of  the  literary  institutions  in  the  State,  was  not  over- 
turned ;  but  it  was  thought  adyisabie  by  the  Legisla- 
Imei  at  the  session  of  1822,  to  pass  a  law  autfaorisiiig 
the  institutions  themselves,  for  whose  benefit  they 
were  created,  to  assume  the  supervision  and  direction 
of  the  lotterjes,  and  to  contract  with  niaium^ers  or 
agents  whom  they  Aonld  employ  to  conduct  them* 
John  B.Yates,  and  Archibald  Mclntyre,thc  late  Comp- 
troller, entered  into  a  contract  with  the  institutions, 
by  which  they  were  vested  with  tfa»  exclosire  mono- 
poly of  issuing  and  vending  all  lottery  tickets  to  be 
put  in  circulation  in  the  State.  Mr.  Yates  afterwards 
transfinrred  hts  interest  to  his  brother,  the  Senator;  and 
John  Ely,  Jr. ;  and  it  is  said  ftat  idl  the  gentlmea 
concerned  realized  independent  fortunes  from  the 
•contract. 

Dorinff  the  winter- and  spring  of  1823,  the  Albany 

Post  Office  occasioned  a  great  deal  of  excitement  in 
that  city,  and  at  Washington ;  Mr.  South  wick  had 
teoome  a  defiiulter,  and  was  promptly  removed  by 
the  Ckmrnment  A  powerftil  effort  was  made  by  the 

iidends  of  Solomou  Van  Rensselaer,  to  procure  the 
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appoaumeat  for  hnUf  as  a  suitable  reward  for  his 
meritorious  services  in  the  Indian  expedition  uncter 
Geo.  Wayne,  and  during  the  late  war.  Before  the 

decision  of  the  President  was  made  known,  Mr^ 
Tompkins  and  Mr»  Van  BureUi  both  of  whom  were 
at  WashingtoUi  protested  against  the  appointment  oC 
Mr.  Tan  Rensselaer,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  a 
Federalist,  and  urged  the  selection  of  Chancellor  Lan- 
^ing}  who  bad  been  nominated  for  the  office  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Democratic  citizens  of  Albany.  Mr.  King, 
the  other  United  States  Senator,  also  urged  the  Presi- 
dent to  delay  the  appointment,  until  he  had  received 
certain  expected  communications  from  his  friends  at 
home.  All  of  these  gentlemen,  and  especially  Mr» 
King*,  were  severely  censured  by  the  opposition,  for 
their  course  on  this  question^  although  strictly  in  ao- 
pordance  with  one  of  the  first  principles  of  the  com*^ 
mon  law  of  both  parties  ;  it  may  be  added,  however, 
that  they  were  warmly  and  earnestly  defended  by 
their  political  friends  in  the  State. 

The  next  Gubernatorial  election  was  required  by 
the  Constitution  to  be  held  in  November,  1822.  Tlie 
Democratic  party  early  took  measures  to  bring  their 
candidates  into  the  field.  So  confident  were  they  of 
succeeding  at  tlie  polls,  that  a  large  number  of  gen- 
tlemen were  urgently  pressed  by  their  respective 
fiiends,  prior  to  the  nomination.  Gen.  Root,  Nathan 
Sanford,  Peter  J3.  Porter,  and  Henry  Seymour,  were 
all  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  office  of  Gov- 
ei^or,  but  the  contest  m  the  caucus  of  the  Democratic 
momberSi  was  confined  entirely  to  Col.  Young  and 
Joseph  C.  Yates,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
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Cbcirt.  The  former  was  supported  by  the  most  ultra 
Democrats,  and  the  friends  oi  the  latter  were,  as  a  gene- 
nl  rule,  the  morecautioos  and  prudent  politicians.  Mr» 
Yates  was  nominated  by  a  large  majority,  and  Gen. 
Boot  was  selected  as  the  Republican  candidate  for 
lAeaU  Governor.  Col.  Young  did  not  appear  to  be  ' 
much  chagrined  at  the  result,  and  he  remarked,  in  a 
jocose  manner,  that  "he  could  do  without  the  State 
of  New- York,  as  well  as  the  State  could  do  without 
him."  Mr.  Clinton  was  at  one  time  anxious  to  become 
a  candidate  for  re-election,  but  the  urgent  entreaties 
of  his  friends,  who  were  satisHed  that  he  must  be  de- 
feated, induced  hun  to  withdraw  from  the  contest ; 
and,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  a  meeting  of  the  citizens 
of  Albany,  at  which  resolutions  were  passed,  highly 
complimentary  to  his  public  course,  he  expressly  le* 
fused  the  use  of  his  name.  This  determination  of 
Mr.  Clinton  left  the  field  entirely  to  Mr.  Yates, 
aud  he  would  have  been  unanimously  elected,  had 
not  Solomon  Southwick  taken  the  field  as  a  stump 
candidate,  and  claimed  the  support  of  the  few  friends 
who  had  religiously  adhered  to  him,  in  prosperity  and 
in  adversity. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


1883— Ejection  of  Judge  Yates,  and  general  succeas  of  the  Demo* 
tnidtwatj  UMmUn^t  tiM  8eBit»«toctH-Joini  Hwtar— afe»> 

phen  Tliorn — John  Sudam — Alvin  Bronson — John  A.  King- 
Charles  K.  Dudley — Edward  P.  Livingston — John  Cramer — Sam- 
uel Beardsley — Jonas  Earll,  Jr. — Heman  J.  Redfield — Azariah 
C.  Flagg — Session  of  the  Legislature  in  1823 — Gov.  Yates*  Mes- 

nation  and  rejection  of  Messrs.  Spe&cer,  Piatt,  and  Woodworth, 
and  the  appointment  of  John  Savage  as  Chief  Justice,  and  Jacob 
Sutherland  as  an  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court — Re- 
jection of  Samuel  R.  Betts,  and  Re-nomination  of  John  Wood- 
WOfftllM  one  of  AModttls  JiHiliow  RbIi  ro  iBmt  of  ICMiiti* 
Bpeneer,  Van  Ness,  and  Platt—Democratic  Caucus  for  tbo  aoat* 
nation  of  State  officers — John  V.  N.  Yates  appointed  5?erretMy  of 
State  ;  William  L.  Marcy,  Comptroller ;  Simeon  Dewitt,  Sur- 
veyor General  ^  and  Alexander  M.  Muir,  Commissary  General — 
DisMftiiAietion  of  Gen.  TftUmadge— William  K.  FuUor  appointed 
jL4)«tent  Ctenonl-^EdwinCSrotwell  and  Isaac  Q.  Leike  appointed 
State  Printers — Appointment  of  Circuit  Judges — Reuben  H.Wal- 
worth— William  B.  Rochester — Ambrose  L.  Jordan — Movements 
of  Mr.  Cramer,  as  the  friend  of  Col.  Young — Proceedings  in  antici- 
pation of  the  Presidential  Election  in  1824 — Divisions  in  the  two 
fanieo  in  this  Stato— Tko  NowwToik  Wtriol— Retiiomont  of 
Chancellor  Kent — The  People's  party — Attempt  to  change  tho 
Electoral  law — the  November  Election — David  Gardiner — John 
Crary — Jacob  Haight — Silas  Wright,  Jr. — John  Bowman — Sam- 
uel J.  Wilkin — Bowen  Whiting — Samuel  L.  Edwards — Legisla- 
tiTo  MttioB  of  1884«-Coiitrorer8y  in  ralatkni  to  tlio  mamior  of 
choosing  Presidential  Electors — CongreiSMMltl  Caucus  to  noni* 
nate  President  and  Vice  President — Opposition  to  Gov,  Yates 
The  Albany  Regency — Rejection  of  the  Electoral  law — Nominar 
tion  of  Col.  Young  for  Governor,  and  Gen.  Root  for  Lieut.  Gov* 
«raor— Kemofal  of  Devrilt  Clinton  from  tho  oileo  of  Canal  Cott* 
■uasioner— Extra  OMiioB  of  the  LegislatOTe-^Gov.  Yates  censmod 
by  the  Republican  members  of  the  two  houses — Dewitt  Clinton 
and  James  Tallmadge  nominated  by  the  People's  party*  as  their 
candidates  for  Governor  and  Lieut.  Governor — 1824. 

NmmlMrjxM  a  nwtto  of  eomat  Judge  Talat  i»- 
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ceived  oue  hundred  and  tweaty-eight  thousand  iam 
hundred  and  ninety-thrai  votes^  and  Mr.  Sonthwick 
only  two  thousand  nine  hmidiod  and  ten.  The  fol- 
lowing gentlenieii,  all  of  whom  were  Republicans, 
were  elected  to  compocie  the  first  Senate  under  the 
new  Constilutiony  vis :  Walter  Bowne,  Jasper  Waid» 
John  A.  Kiii<:,  and  John  Lclierts,  from  the  First  Difih 
triet ;  John  Hunteri  Stephen  Thorn,  John  Suydam, 
and  James  Bun,  from  the  Second;  Charles  E.  JDudr 
ley,  Edward  P.  LiTingslon,  James  MaUorjr,  and  Ja- 
cob Sutherland,  from  the  Third ;  Archibald  Mc  Intyre, 
(not  the  late  Comptroller,)  John  Cramer,  Melarothon 
WheeleTyand  David  Erwio,  from  the  Fourth ;  Samuel 
Beardsley,  Tliouias  Greenly,  Alviii  Bronsoii,  Lind 
Sherman  Wooster,  from  the  Fifth ;  Farrand  StranahaUi 
TiUy  Lynde,  Isaac  C^en,  and  Samuel  G.  Hathaway, 
from  die  Sixth ;  Byram  Green,  Joims  Earl,  Jr.,  Silas 
Bowker,  and  Jessee  Clark,  from  the  Seventh ;  and 
David  Easoo,  Heman  J.  Redheidi  Timothy  Porteri 
and  Joseph  Spenoer,  fiom  the  Eighth  District  Mr. 
^uydam,  of  the  Srnate^  was  one  oi  the  signers  of  the 
address  issued  by  the  hxgh-Qunded  Federalists"  in 
1820^  but  the  other  Senators  elect,  had  for  along  time 
been  active  opponents  of  Mr.  Clinton. 

Upwards  of  one  hundred  of  the  members  of 
sembly  chosen  at  this  election,  were  Bepublicans. 
Amcmg  the  most  ciHispicuous  of  the  number,  wese 
Peter  R.  Liviiigstoii,  of  Dutchess  county,  Jesse  Buel, 
of  Albany,  Azariah  C.  Flagg,  of  Clinton,  and  Gulian 

Terplanck,  and  Jefiie  Hoyt,  of  New- York*  Afarsp 
ham  P.  Holdridge,  a  Clintonuui  niLniber  elected  in 
Columbia  county,  was  also  a  man  of  talent,  and  took 
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a  prominent  part  in  the  delibciatioiis  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, which  coaveaed  on  the  7th  day  of  January, 
1883.  Thd  House  of  Assembly  vas  olganisEed  bf 
Aeefaomcf  Porter  R.Lwiiig8ton,a98peak^  miem 
were  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  members  present, 
and  Mr.  L.  received  <Hie  hundred  and  seventeen  TOteB. 
indeed,  it  is  hardly  pmbaUe  tfiat  that  gentleman 

would  have  been  supported  as  the  candidate  oi  the 
Republican  members,  had  it  not  been  for  their  over* 
-whelming  piepondeianee;  for  the  reason  that  he  waa 
m  man  of  vmy  strong  poiitieal  prejndiees,  and  thoogll 
aUuble  and  courteous  in  his  manners,  an  unwavering 
and  unyielding  opponentof  Mr.  Clinton  and  hkiinends. 

After  the  organization  of  the  Senalie^  Lieut.  Gar- 
Root  presented  to  that  body  a  connnuiiication  from 
Mr.  Sutherland,  a  Senator  elect  ironi  the  Third  Dis- 
trioti  stating  that  he  had  determined  *'not  to  take  a 
seat  fn  the  Senate,"  on  account  of  certain  consi^ra* 
lions  wiiich  it  was  "  unnecessary  and  perphaps  im- 
proper  for  him  to  state."  Mr.  &  nndoabtedly  antiet* 
paled  h»  subsequent  appointment  as  one  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  question  was  after- 
wards raised,  whether  or  no,  under  the  new  Consti- 
tution, hiB  mere  election  as  a  member  of  the  Legisla^ 
ture,  had  not  disqualified  him  for  holding  the  ofBce. 
The  Governor  and  Senate  decided  dilierently,  and 
tack  the  ground  that  a  person  could  not  become  ''a 
member  of  (he  Legislatare,''  in  the  constitutional 
sense,  unless  by  some  voluntary  act  assnining  the 
rights  and  privileges  ot  membership.  This  construc- 
lloii  of  the  OoDStitutiati  has  pterailedi  ftom  that  time 
down  to  the  present. 
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The  £rst  waual  message  of  Gov*  Yates  was  looked 
for  -wUtk  mam  aaziety.  Aft  a  lilenry  componition,  it 
could  not  be  compared  with  those  of  Mr.  Clinton.  It 
was  nevertheless  brief,  and  principally  coniiued  to  the 
necommflndation  of  vaiious  imimpoftaiit  laws  that  ap 
peared  to  be  necessary  in  order  to  cany  the  new  Coa- 

SliUUion  into  full  effect. 

Early  iii  tlie  waiter,  the  city  of  Albany  was  thronged 
with  the  place  hunteiSi  whose  appetites  bad  beooma 
keenly  whetted  since  the  ratification  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. Like  Jackals,  they  had  scented  their  prey  a£ur 
oi^  and  wereabeady  coDgratulatiag  tbemselvesi  in  ex- 
pectancy, upon  the  anticipated  banquet  they  were 
soon  to  shuic,  over  the  victims  of  the  civil  revolution 
whioh  had  just  been  e^ksted.  All  the  hangeraon  of 
the  political  party  then  in  the  aseandaiicy,  wera 
exceedingly  auAious  to  mend  their  ^'battered  and 
bankrupt  fortunesi"  and  the  first  to  make  known  the 
importaot  sacrifices  they  had  made  in  the  cause  oC 
popular  liberty.  Amxmg  the  numerous  expectants  of 
official  preferment,  and  the  eager  aspirants  to  place 
and  power^  thm  were^  no  doubt,  many  honest  and 
dasemng  men ;  and,  it  is  a  singular  fact,  diat  most 

of  the  select  ions  made  by  Gov.  Yates,  out  of  the  in- 
congrous  mass  that  blockaded  the  Capitol^  were  high- 
ly judiciocia  and  appcopriater 

One  Qf  the  most  absorbing  questions,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  political  adventurers  congregated  at  Aii^auy, 
WB8|  whether  the  Governor  would  nominatoi  and  the 
Senate  confirm,  the  old  Judges  of  the  Su{»reme  Gouit 
Judge  Van  Ness  declined  being  a  candidate  in  oppo- 
sition to  his  associates  on  the  he^nch.   Gov.  Yates 
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was  qtritio  anxiout  to  disehai^  ike  duty  devolved 

upon  him,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  his 
iriends,  and  iti  a  manDcr  calculated  to  promote  the 
interests  of  the  people.  The  great  iiiiaziiimty  with 
which  he  had  been  elected,  the  most  deceitful  test,, 
after  all,  lo  the  politician,  had  impressed  him  with  too 
flattering  an  idea  of  his  popularity.  Although  be  had 
been  elected  without  opposition,  he  was  not  fbs  less 

the  candidate  of  a  political  party  ;  and  while  not  a 
few  of  its  most  active  menibers  had  deteraiined,  aa 
the  first  object  to  be  accomplished,  upon  a  complete 
revolution  in  the  higher  courts,  the  great  majority 
were  too  exacting  to  overlook  the  least  hesitation  in 
carrying,  out  their  behests.  He  seemed  to  foiget  the 
lesson  that  Qoeen  Elizabeth  had  taught  one  of  her 
bishops,  that  the  sanje  power  which  had  made,  was 
strong  enough  to  unmake ;  and,  as  he  was  naturally 
tunid  and  eantioos,  he  was  altmiately  coaxed  and 
threatened,  until  he  finally  concluded,  on  the  27th  of 
January,  to  nominate  Ambrose  6peucer,  as  Chief  Jus- 
tice, and  Jonas  nattand  John  Woodworth^as  the  Asao^ 
etate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Conrt.  Notwitfastand- 
ing^  their  conceded  qualifications  and  abilities,  the 
Governor  would  have  found  it  impossible  to  select 
two  persons  more  objeetionaUe^  in  the  opinion  of  the* 
Democratic  Senators,  and  the  younger  members  of  the 
bar,  than  Messrs.  Spencer  and  Piatt.  The  pubUc 
certainly  wete  not  disappointed  at  the  pranpt  tejw^ 
am  of  the  nominations  made  by  €kyv.  Yates,  by 
nearly  the  unannnous  vote  of  the  Senate,  except  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  Woodworth,  who  would  probably 
liav«  been  ooofinned,  if  the  other  nominatioiis  had' 
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been  different.  Nathan  Sanford  wns  nonunated,  at 
die  same  time,  to  the  offioe  of  Ohancdior,  and  Ifss 

unaiiimonsly  confirmed.  Tins  appoiuiinent  was  made 
to  take  elfect  on  the  lirst  day  of  August  following,  at 
which  timOi  Mr.  Kent  became  ineligible,  by  reason  of 
his  reaching  the  age  of  sixty  years,  fixed  by  the  Con- 
stitution. 

On  the  28th  day  of  Jannary,  the  GoTexnonr  niNDm< 
ated  John  Savage,  GomptroUer  of  the  Stale,  as  Chief 

Justice,  and  Jacob  Sutherland,  and  Samuel  R.  Betts, 
at  Ae  present  time  Judge  oi  the  United  States  Coart 
for  the  Soudiem  District  of  Ne w-Tork,  as  the  Assooi* 
ate  Justices.  Mr.  Spencer  and  iMr.  Piatt  at  once  ex- 
pressed their  dissatis^sLclion  at  the  haste  of  the  Gov- 
ernor in  making  new  nominations,  and  intimated  that 
he  had  secretly  desired  their  rejection.  This  sus- 
picion was  uniomided,  and  it  does  not  appea  to  have 
been  very  generally  entertained.  It  is  certain,  at  leasts 
that  the  Democrats  in  die  Senate  did  not  imagine 
any  thinp:  of  the  kind.  Mr.  Savage  and  Mr.  Suther- 
land were  not  in  very  extensive  practice  as  m^bers 
of  the  legal  profession,  at  the  tin^  of  their  appoint^ 
ment,  but  they  afterwards  proved  to  be  well  qualified 
for  the  discharge  of  their  otiicial  duties.  I'iieir  uom- 
inations  were  confirmed  on  the  89th  ot  January,  but 
the  Senate  lefnsed  to  conetur  in  the  appointment  oT 
Mr.  Betts.  The  rejection  of  the  latter  srentleman  was 
not  owing  to  the  want  of  the  necessary  quahfications 
isat  the  office,  but  was  produced  by  the  Mends  of 
Judge  Woodworth,  who  circulated  a  report  impeach- 
ing his  pohtical  integrity.  But  little  credence  was 
given  to  the  report,  in  the  end,  as  he  was  afierwaid». 
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aomaniled  ud  confinned  as  one  of  the  CiiGuit 
JndgM.  Afiertiierqeedoiirf  Mr.  Brtts,  Judge  WocmI* 

worth  was  ag-ain  nominated  to  fill  the  remaiiiUig  seat 
on  the  beach,  md  coniixmsd  m  the  Senate  by  a  small 

Chief  Justice  Spencer,  and  Judges  Van  Neas  and 
Piatt,  after  their  retirement  from  oliice,  resumed  the 
pnclice  of  the  law.  All  three  of  these  gentlemen 
highly  distinguished  in  their  profession,  and  the 
reports  of  the  decisions  made  wljilo  they  occupied  the 
beiifih  the  Supreme  Court,  evinced  a  high  order 
talent,  and  contribnted,  in  a  great  degree^  to  derale 
the  character  of  the  New- York  judiciary. 

At  the  caucus  of  the  Deuiocratic  members  of  the 
Legislature^  held  for  the  seleotion  of  State  offiem, 
Jobn  Tan  Ness  Tates  was  nominated  for  Secretary 
of  State ;  William  L.  Marcy  for  Comptroller ;  Simeon 
DewitlfojT  iSurveyor  General,  and  Alexander  M.  Muir, 
for  Commissary  General*  Mr*  Yates  aiid  Mr.  M ui> 
were  selected  without  opposition.  The  friends  of 
Col,  Young,  who  were  headed  by  John  Cramer,  of 
Saratoga,  were  opposed  to  Mr.  Marcy,  and  endear- 
ored  to  procure  the  nominatioQ  of  Qen.  James  Tall* 
madge.  €fov.  Yates  aiid  his  friends  were  in  favor  of 
Mr.  Marcy,  who  succeeded  in  the  caucus  by  a  large 
majority.  Mr.  Yan  Boren  was  in  Washington  at  thia 

time,  but  it  was  understood  that  he  coincided  av  itli 
the  Governor.  Gen.  Tallmadge  was  much  dissatis* 
fled  at  his  defeat,  and  soon  after  abandoned  the  Denn' 
ocralie  party,  in  company  witii  a  number  of  his 
personal  adherents.  Some  little  opposiiioii  was  also 
maniieeted  to  the  choice  of  Mr«  Dewitt,  who  was  a 
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GUntoDiaii ;  hat  hk  kindnais  and  ffenerodty  of  bMurt) 

and  his  conceded  filness  for  the  office,  wereargunienis 
iahis  favor,  that  could  tiot  be  overcome.  The  Legis- 
lature  carried  into  effect  tbe  dc^proea  of  the  oaucue,  on 
die  13lh  of  February,  by  the  etection  of  the  indrndu- 
als  who  had  been  nominated.  NoLwulibtandujtr  tlie 
oontroversy  in  the  meeiiog,  in  relation  to  some  of  the 
candidates,  there  was  very  little  mttrmuriisg  aAer  the 
decision  had  been  made,  as  it  was  alieady  a  cardinal 
doctrine  with  the  Democratic  party  to  support  all 
nominationa  made  in  thia  manner,  and  be  waa  con« 
sidered  a  very  boTd  man  who  dared  to  set  up  his  will 
against  I  he  fiat  of  the  majority. 

The  election  of  Mr.  Marcy  as  Comptroller  of  the 
State,  created  a  vacancy  in  the  offloe  of  Adjutant 
General,  wlncli  was  filled  by  the  Governor,  by  the 
appointment  of  William  K.  Fuller,  of  Madison  coun- 
ty* The  County  Judges,  Surrogates,  and  other  minor 
officers,  appointed  thfa  winter,  were  almost  invariably 
selected  from  the  Democratic  party,  in  pursuance  of  • 
the  recommendations  of  conventions  held  in  the  aeve«<i 
nri  counties.  Gov.  Yates  hinnelf,  was  not  inclined  to 

act  as  a  pavtizan  in  the  distn 'union  of  the  offices,  but 
alter  the  rejection  of  a  candidate  whom  he  had  nomi- 
nated for  the  place  of  Notary  Public,  in  com|]tianee< 
with  the*  wishes  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Stale 
Bank  at  Albany,  he  appears  to  have  determined  to 
carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  party,  as  expressed  by  their 
representatives  in  the  Senate. 

The  doaih  of  Mr.  Cantine,  one  of  the  editors  and- 
proprietors  of  the  Albany  Argus,  which  occurred  early 
in  die  winter,  produced  a  ebange  in  the  nuuiagemeQi> 
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ef  that  paper.  Ed  wia  ClOBweil,  a  young  printer  from 
4>ftfTkM^  who  had  mttttmliMi  tbt  fiwetftl  of  hk  fiMid, 
Mr.  Cantine,  was  solicited  by  Benjamin  F.  Butler, 
A.  Duer,  and  other  leading  EepubUcans,  to 
mnam  ftl  AlbaDyi  MdMaiit  Mr.  Laate  ID  CQDdi^^ 
that  paper ;  and,  on  the  Slit  of  Marehy  a  bill  pmmA 
both  houses  of  the  Legislature,  appointing  Messrs^ 
GMtwoU  and  LaakOi  Stata  Printers.  This  aalootion 
proved  to  be  a  fortanale  om  for  Mr^  Tan  Bano,  and 

his  friends;  Mr.  Croswell  soon  exhibited  the  peculiar 
traita  which  have  leodered  him  ao  conspicuous  as  & 
DaoMiataiic  aditof «  and  haninin  an  afficiaiit  oMnl  in 
carrying  into  oAet  the  patty  discipline  oataUiiliod 
by  the  leading  Jtiepublicans  in  the  State. 

Tba  aot  fixing  the  nombar  and  compenaation  of  tho 
CSiraiiit  lodges,  waa  paaaad  on  the  17th  day  of  ApcU* 

One  Judge  was  required  to  be  selected  for  each  Sena- 
torial Disuict^  and  tba  Governor  aoon  aAer  made  the 
foUowittg  noodnationa^  which  weaa  oonfimad  by  the 

Senate,  tie:  Ogden  Edwardti  for  the  First  Circuit ; 
Samuel  R.  Belts,  for  the  Second ;  William  A.  Duer,  for 

the  Tbinl;  KaubenH.Wai  wocthfortbeFonrth;  Natban 
WUUana,  for  the  Fifth ;  Samoel  Nelaou,  for tbeSixth  ; 

Enos  T.  Throop  for  the  Seventh,  and  William  B.  Roch- 
mkuCt  for  the  JbUghth.  These  appointments  wora 
qoila  popular,  and  the  iodivtdoaia  aeleeted  bionglil^ 
to  the  discharge  of  their  oflkial  duties,  talents  and 
<|ualihcations  of  a  high  order.  The  only  contest  of 
iflapMttUBoei  in  the  selection  of  the  Oiieoit  Jodfaa^ 
aroee  in  die  Thiid  Diatiiet.  Anbioae  L.  Joidani  of 
HudsoDi  a  lawyer  of  considerable  eminence,  and  a 

onifiNin  DamQcratp  waa  warmly  oiged  by  his  friaada 
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far  ttettftet;  ttd  tbt  anioiDtiimt  af  Mr.  Dwnr  vm 
mnced,  oa  tha  gfoand  tbat     had  fimMriy  been  • 

Federalist.  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  friends,  in  view 
of  thi^  important  assistance  which  Mr.  Duer,  andotfaajot 
mociitad  wiOt  him  in  had  midaied  to  tha 
Democratic  party,  were  in  faror  of  bis  nomination, 
and  exerted  their  inliuence  to  secure  it.  Mr.  Jordaa 
tnmiadiataiy  afianvaida  baeame  qppoaed  to  Mr«  Van 
Bimiiy  and  bat  giainfainad  that  poattioD  up  to  tba 
present  time. 

Tba  only  additioaai  appointmant  made  this  wintai^ 
arihifih  Mad  ba  OMntiOQady  wai  that  of  Siahaid  Tmm*, 
as  Recorder  of  the  city  of  New- York.  The  business 
of  the  Legislature  during  the  sessioOi  was  almost  en* 
tiialf  cooipcd  to  perfaating  thachangaain  tha  atMla 
law  of  tha  State,  reqoiiad  by  tha  nav  GonatiltttieMk 

Tha  following  joint  resolution,  which,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  was  aUaining  the  point  of  etiqnaua  thai 
had  eUcilad  ao  avMsh  TaloaUa  ioiamation  at  tha  pra« 
Tious  sessions  of  the  Legislature,  was  offered  in  ilie 
Assiffrbly,  by  Mr.  Moxset  of  iSew-York|  and  adopted 
by  oaariy  a  imaniaioiis  ▼ota : 

"  Remhrnli  (If  tha  hanoiaUa  tha  Sanato  ooneur 
therein,)  That  the  practice  of  addressing  the  Governor 
by  the  titiaof  His  Excellency^and  tha  Saoaiaaod  Ath 
muMff  tha  aaambara  and  officags  therao(  and  MToial 
other  officers  of  the  government,  by  the  title  of  Honor- 
able, be  discontinued  and  aboliabed,  as  incompatibia 

with  tha  BapnbUaaa  fonna  and  principiea  of  tha  Con- 
SBimiaiiw 

One  night^s  reflection,  on  the  part  of  the  members  of 
tba  Hanaey  lad  to  tha  formation  of  a  sober  second- 
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thought/'  wliich  was  exhibited  in  the  teeenrnderatloii 

of  the  resolution  on  the  day  following  its  ado})tion. 
*  Owing  to  the  pervading  mania  in  relation  to  the 
divisions  of  the  offieeSi  the  debetes  of  neither  honse  of 
the  Legislature,  at  the  session  of  1823,  exhibited  a  rety 
high orderof talent.  Messrs. Bo wne,  Bronson, Suydaai. 
King,  LiTingston,  Hunteri  Beardsley,  and  Redfield,  of 
the  Senate,  were  all  able  men ;  but  few  of  them,  with 
the  exception  of  Mr.  Beardsley,  who  was  then  a  young 
man,  took  an  active  part  m  the  proceedings.  Mr. 
Burt,  and  Mr.  Cramer,  were  experienced  political 
tacticians,  but  all  their  efforts  appear  to  have  been 
directed  to  the  advancement  of  particular  objects.  The 
latter  especially  exerted  himself  to  separate  the  Demo- 
cratic party  from  the  Governor.  He  seemed  to  take 
the  defeat  of  Col.  Young  in  the  Gubernatorial  cancns 
more  to  heart,  than  that  gentleman  himself,  and  he 
left  nothing  undone  to  secure  justice  for  his  friend. 

As  early  as  the  year  1S22,  the  canvass  for  the  next 
Presidential  nomination  commenced  in  the  city  of 
Washington.  A  large  number  of  candidates  were 
brought  into  the  field,  and  the  excitement  contin- 
ued gradually  to  increase  until  the  year  1823,  when 
it  formed  the  principal  topic  of  conversation.  A  ma- 
jority of  the  Democrats  in  the  Northern  and  Middle 
States,  were  in  favor  of  the  nomination  of  John  Uuincy 
Adams,  but  Mr.  Crawford  was  probably  the  strongest 
candidate  in  the  Union  at  large.  Oen.  Jackson,  Mr. 
Calhoun,  and  Mr.  Clay,  were  aliso  urged  by  tbeur  re- 
spective friends  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  The 
members  of  Congress,  who  supported  Mr.  Crawford, 
were  opposed  by  the  united  strength  of  the  other  can« 
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didates.  Mr.  Tan  BuxeD^  Gen.  Bootj  Samuel  Beardi- 
ley,  and  other  promiaeiit  Republicans  in  this  State, 

advocated  the  claiais  of  Mr.  Crawford,  and,  after  it 
had  been  det^^rmined  by  the  friends  of  Adams,  Cai- 
honn,  Clay,  and  Jackson,  not  to  call  a  Congressional 
caucus,  for  the  purpose  of  riicikiiig  a  nomination,  tliey 
became  alarmed  aiid  endeavored  to  briog  the  iix^u- 
enee  of  the  New- York  Legislature  to  bear  upon  the 
question.  With  this  object  in  view,  a  meeting  of  the 
Republican  members  of  that  body,  was  held  in  Al- 
bany, on  the  22d  day  of  April,  and  a  resolution  adopted 
in  favor  of  calling  a  Congressional  caucus  to  select 
candidates  for  President  and  Vice  President.  The 
proceednigs  of  this  meetiog  were  immediately  for- 
warded to  Washington,  but  they  failed  of  producing 
any  impression,  except  to  increase  the  activity  of  the 
opponents  of  Mr.  Crawford. 

Joseph  Spencer,  a*  member  of  the  Senate  of  this 
State,  elected  in  the  Eighth  District,  died  shortly  after 
the  close  of  the  annual  session  of  the  Ijegislature ;  and 
Samuel  Beardsley,  from  the  Fifth  District,  resigned 
his  seat  during  the  racation,  in  consequence  of  receiv- 
ing the  appointment  of  District  Attorney  of  the  United 
States  for  the  Northern  District  of  New-York. 

The  term  of  service  of  Chancellor  Kent  expired  in 
July  of  this  year.  A  short  time  previous  to  his  retire- 
ment,  a  numeious  meeting  of  tlie  members  of  the  har 
in  the  city  of  New- York  was  held,  at  which  Messrs. 
Emmett,  Wells,  Jones,  and  Boyd,  were  appointed  to 
communicate  to  the  Chancellor  their  higli  respect  for 
his  character,  and  their  deep  regret  at  the  termination 
of  his  official  duties,  which  had  been  discharged  with 
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•o  mtieh  mbility  and  fidelity,  and  bad  imparted  an  tmfe- 

ding  lustre  to  the  jurisprudence  of  the  State.  Various 
Sitings  of  a  similar  character  were  held  in  the  di^er* 
enl  oiiiea  of  the  State.  All  claMS  and  paitiei  united  in 
paying  a  complimentary  trilMite  to  tfaoae  impdrtant 
services  of  which  the  public  were  soon  to  be  deprived ; 
and  tl^y  were  sincerely  rejoiced  at  bis  entrance  upon 
thoae  snbeequent  labors  whieh  harecontribated  to  do 

away  with  riKiny  of  the  rough  and  unpromising  fea- 
tures generally  connected  with  an  introduction  to  the 
seience  of  the  law,  and  to  strenj^en  and  invigorate 
the  mind,  by  subjecting  it  to  a  rifid  diseipline,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  banish  every  tendency  to  indulge  in 
that  enervating  relaxation — ^ktbomm  dtUce  leni- 
HMTi^— iwbich  is  bnt  too  apt  to  impair  its  vigor  and  its 
usefulness. 

Brockhoist  Livingston,  who  was  one  of  the  ablest 
members  of  the  family  whose  name  he  bore,  died  in 
1833.  Chief  Justice  Spencer,  and  Henry  Wheaton, 
were  both  candidates  for  the  vacancy  on  the  bench  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  but  the  ap- 
pointment WHS  conferred  on  Smith  Thompson,  then 

Seo  etary  of  the  Navy.  Mr.  Spencer's  friends,  who 
had  deeply  regretted  the  loss  of  his  conceded  abilities 
sn  the  administration  of  justice  in  this  State,  pressed 
his  name  with  much  zeal  and  warmtfi.  His  nomina- 
tion  would,  by  no  means,  have  detracted  from  the 
high  character  of  the  cotirt ;  but  the  opposition  mani- 
fested on  the  part  of  the  New-Tork  members  of  Con- 
gress, though  founded  entirely  on  political  considera- 
tions, was  too  strong  to  be  disregarded  by  the  President* 
During  the  summer  of  tiiis  yeari  a  difficulty  aroae 
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•rnonf  the  llepublicans  m  the  city  of  New- York, 
which  afterwards  extended  through  the  whole  State. 
Maidmoti  M.  Noah,  a  fineiUe  and  witty  writer,  and 
tar  mwmX  yeara  preTiom  the  editor  of  the  National 
Advocate,  had  been  appointed  Sheriff  of  the  city  and 
eounty  of  New-Y<M:k,  in  1B2I ;  and  inoonsequenoeof 
hie  failiue  to  obtain  the  printinf  of  oertain  legal  noti- 
ces direc  ted  to  be  published  in  the  State  Paper,  he  had 
dmiounced  IMcssrs*  Sharpe,  Ulshoeffer,  Komaine,  and 
«dier  leaflbi^;  Demoeiatt  m  the  eity  of  New*^ York,  in 
terms  of  bitter  hostility.  After  the  adoption  of  the 
new  Constitution,  he  was  regularly  nominated  as  the 
•Demoeratic  candidate  for  t3m  <^€e  of  Sheriff.  The 
New-York  AmerioanY  which  was  eondneted  by 

Charles  Kinor,  openly  refused  to  support  his  nomina- 
tion; and  those  gentlemen  whom  he  had  attacked 
also  took  ground  againat  it.  The  conaeqnence  war^ 
that  Mr.  Noah  loet  his  election ;  and  he  eagerly  avail- 
ed himself  of  the  opportunity  which  offered  in  1823, 
to  renew  the  contest  with  the  persons  through  whose 
inetnunentality  he  bad  been  defeated.  He  came  ettt 

decidedly  in  favor  of  Mr.  (  .'rawford,  and  claimed  that 
his  paper  was  the  only  truly  iiepubiican  journal  in 
the  city*  With  a  view  of  eonnteraeting  the  influence 
ef  the  Advocate,  Henry  Wheaton,  who,  it  is  said,  was 
Hieti  in  the  coniidence  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  procured  the 
estaUishinent  of  a  new  paper,  called  the  New- York 
Patriot,  which  was  placed  under  the  editorial  charge 

of  Charles  K.  Gardner,  recently  one  of  the  Assistant 
Postmaster  Generals.  This  paper  opposed  the  election 
of  Mr.  Crawford,  but  did  not  supped  any  partieulaf 
<m»  of  the  diftxi^t  candidates. 
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•  Mr.  Clinton  was  one  of  the  earliest  supporters  of 
Gen.  Jacksoaj  but  tlie  party  to  which  he  belonged  ia 
tiiis  Stiite  were  equally  divided  with  the  fiepublicanSr 
in  reference  to  the  Presidential  question.  In  this  state 
of  thiugSi  it  was  feared  by  Mr.  Wheaton  and  otheis, 
that  a  miyority  of  the  members  elected  to  the  next 
Legiilature  would  be  under  the  control  of  Mr.  Tan 
Buren.  For  the  purpose  of  preventing  this  result,  a 
plan  was  matured  by  a  citizen  of  Albany,  BXkd  advo- 
cated in  the  New^York  Patriot,  for  giving  to  the  peo^ 
pie  the  choice  of  the  Presidential  Electors.  The  Al- 
bany Daily  Advertiser,  which  was  edited  at  this  time 
by  Isroel  W.  Clark,  formerly  of  the  Albany  Aq^ister^ 
look  ground  in  favor  of  this  proposition,  and  claimed 
to  be  the  organ  of  the  persons  with  whom  it  had 
originated.  This  movement  proved  to  be  a  popular 
one,  and  a  party,  denominated  '^The  People's  Party," 
was  formed  for  carrying  it  into  effect. 

The  friends  of  Mr.  Crawford  in  this  State,  were  de- 
nominated ^<  The  Regency  Party,"  by  their  oppo- 
nents ;  and  an  active  and  spirited  system  of  election* 
eering  was  commenced  by  both  parties,  m  anticijm- 
tioQ  of  the  November  election.  The  choice  of  the 
Electors  by  the  people  was  thoroughly  DenQMxnratie, 
and  a  large  proportion  of  the  candidates  put  in  nomi- 
nation, were  pledged  to  vote  for  the  law. 

The  People's  party  proper  did  not  succeed  in  elect* 
isig  a  majority  of  the  members  of  Assembly,  although 
it  was  understood  that  upwards  of  seventy  of  them 
were  committed  in  favor  of  the  Electoral  law.  .  Mr* 
Wheaton  was  elected  in  the  city  of  New- York,  on  the 
People^s  ticket ,  and  Gen.  Tallmadge  in  the  county 
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o£l>utcliess.  Henry  Cnniiitigham  fiucceedfidasaseif- 
noiiuiiated  caQdidotO)  in  MonUifoinery  county ;  John 
Oiaiy  and  Ezra  Smith,  in  Washington ;  and  Isaac 
Riggs  in  Schenectady.  Among  the  Ciintoaiau  mem- 
ben  eledad,  vm  Sftmnel  J.  Wilkin,  oC  Oiange 
ootmtyy  then  a  young  man  of  pmnifting  abilitiefli  and 
Doct.  Barstow,  of  Tioga.  The  most  prominent  Re- 
piiblicau  members  clioscn,  were  Messrs.  Flagir  of 
Clinton,  Ruger,  of  Oneida,  Hoemer,  of  Genesee,  Ed- 
wards,  of  Onondafr«,  Whiting,  of  Ontario,  and  Water- 
man, of  Broome.  David  Gardiner,  a  People's  man, 
was  elected  in  the  First  Senatorial  District,  in  the 
place  of  John  A.  Kincr ;  William  Nelson  succeeded 
Mr.  Hunter,  in  the  Second;  Jacob  Haight  took  tlie 
place  of  Judge  Sutherland,  from  the  Third;  Silas 
Wright,  Jr.,  was  chosen  in  the  Fourth  District,  as  the 
successor  oi  Air.  Ervvin ;  Perley  Keycs  in  the  Fifth, 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Beardsiey ;  Latham  A*  Burrows  in 
the  Sixth,  in  the  {ilace  of  Mr.  Hathaway ;  Jedediah 
McNTgan  in  the  Seventh,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Bowker ; 
and  John  llownian  in  the  Eighth,  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
Porter.  The  vacancy  in  the  Eighth  District,  occa- 
sioned by  the  death  of  Mr.  Spencer,  was  filled  by  the 
clectiuii  uf  James  Mc  Call. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  commenced  its  annual 
sesskm  on  the  6th  day  of  January,  18^.  Mr.  Wheaton, 
Gen.  Tallmadge,  and  others,  who  had  been  dected  by 
the  IVople's  party,  in  opposition  to  the  regular  Repub- 
licaa  nominations,  met  with  the  Democratic  members^ 
at  the  caucus  held  on  the  evening  preceding  the  first 
day  of  the  session,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  nom- 
iuaie  Mr.  Talimadge  as  the  candidate  for  Speaker  i 
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-but  Biehaid  OoodeUi  of  JMbiMQ  mmcy,  iMoifwl  4  - 
hiy  minority  rf  th»  fotw^  md  WMtfterwdt  dliet<d 

in  the  House.    The  of  Gov.  Yates  was  a 

mofe  craditabie  document  Uiw  the  pievious  one.  He 
ngftin  reoonmiMided  tho  ncoumgaaflMMil  of  dotiifgfftfe 
manufactures,  and  called  the  attention  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  the  couteiiipl  ated  change  in  the  mode  of  choos- 
ing Pmideotiai  Eieeton^  biildidDOlezpiieitaaydefr 
nite  cf^aAtm  on  the  subject  As  soon  ss  the  {mUniH 

nary  organization  had  been  coin])leted  in  the  Assembly. 
Mr.  Wheaton  gave  notice  that  he  would  bring  in  a. 
feOly  atttfMmzing  the  people  to  choose  tfie  Eleelon  of 
President  and  Vice  President.  Mr.  Flagg,  who  was 
the  most  shrewd  suid  active  Crawford  man  in  the 
House  this  wintefi  immsdialdy  oftied  a  lesolntion, 
tfast  the  whde  subject  of  changing  the  lav  in  respect 
to  the  choice  of  electors  should  be  referred  to  a  select 
oommittee  of  nine  members.  . 

The  inlnKlnction  of  -Mr.  Pugg's  lesolttHon)  at  ones 
set  in  motion  all  the  stormy  elements  which  had  been 
concentrating  their  energies  for  the  anticipated  debate. 
It  was  vehmently  attacked  by  Mr«  Wheatoni  Gen. 
Tallmadge,  Doct  BaTStow,  and  lleasis.  Orary  and 
Wilicin,  and  defended  witii  equal  warmth  by  Messrs. 
Flagg,  Edwaid%  and  Ruger,  who  were  Ciawiocd  mm, 
and  MesBES.  Osmer,  Whiting,  and  Mnllett,  who  were 

friendly  to  Mr.  Clay.  The  preponderance  of  talent  was 
decidedly  with  the  members  whosupponed  tlie  propoai* 
lioii  advocated  by -the  People's  party,  and  they  charged 
the  mover  of  the  resolution  with  an  intention  to  em- 
•  barrass  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature,  and  evade 
or  dday  aotioaon  the  Electoral  law.  Mr.  Fiagg  was 


Digitized  by  Google 


t 


a  pmelieil  prmter,  and  then  conducted  a  Demomtie 
paper  publislied  at  Plattelmrgh ;  but  he  was  not  daunt- 
ed by  the  array  of  intellect  tiiat  he  was  compeiied 
to  meet,  and  be  made  saTemt  pungent  speeches  in  w- 
ply  to theattftcka  nuide  upon  hm  The  vesolntkNi 

which  he  offered  was  adopted,  by  seventy-six  to  forty- 
seven;  and  Messrs.  Flagg,  Wheaton,  Muilett,  Van 
Alstyne,  BeUingeri  Finch,  Biown,  Bowk^,  and  EUii. 
All  the  monbefS  of  the  committee,  with  the  exception 
of  Messrs.  Wheatooi  Muilett,  and  Finch,  were  Craw- 
fold  men. 

On  calling  thecmmnittoetogeiAer,  Mr.  Flagg  staled 

the  object  of  their  appointment,  but  neither  he  or  his 
friends  brought  forward  any  proposition  for  consider- 


nimi 


I,  for  the  pmpose  of  expediting  the 

business,  Mr.  Wheaton  offered  the  following  resolution : 
"  Resolved,  As  the  sense  of  this  Conunittee,  that 
the  light  of  choosing  the  Electm  <rf  President  and 
Tiee  President  of  the  United  States,  ought  to  be  Test* 
ed  in  the  people  of  this  State,  by  a  law  to  be  passed 
at  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature.'* 

This  resolution  was  carried ;  Mr.  Van  Alstyne  b^ 
ing  the  only  member  of  the  committee  who  voted  in 
the  negative.  Mr.  Wheaton  then  ofiered  another 
resoitttiott,  declaring,  that  such  election  ought  to  be 
by  general  ticket;^  which  Mr.  Flagg  proposed  to 
amend,  by  adding  the  words,  'and  that  a  majority  of  all 
the  votes  shall  be  necessary  to  make  a  choice.^'  Mr. 
Wheaton  opposed  the  amendment,  on  the  ground  th«t 
it  had  been  the  invariable  custom  to  elect  by  a  phi- 
rality ;  and  that  if  the  law  was  framed  as  desired  by 
Mr.  Flagg,  the  rote  of  New-York  wmidbe  lost;  as  it 
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coidd  Dol  be  apected  that  either  one  of  the  caDdidata» 
would  receiTe  a  majority  of  all  the  TOtes  caat ;  and  it 

Would  be  impossible  to  order  a  new  election  whliiii 
thathirty-ibiudaysUmitedby  theCoufttitution.  After 
meeting  sevetal  times,  the  committee  finally  agieed 
to  report  a  bill,  giving  to  the  people  the  power  of  choos* 
ing  the  Electors,  by  a  majority  of  all  the  votes,  and 
proridiog  that,  in  case  no  choice  should  be  bad,  the 
election  riiould  be  made  by  the  Legislature.  An 
animated  discussion,  on  the  merits  of  4he  bill,  took 
place  in  the  House,  and  the  clause  in  relation  to  the 
right  of  the  Legislature  to  make  choice  of  the  EUectors, 
where  there  was  a  failure  to  elect  by  the  people,  was 
stricken  out.  Mr.  Finch,  who  was  elected  by  the 
Fe<^le's  party,  in  the  county  of  Orange,  then  moved 
an  amendment,  substituting  the  choice  by  a  plurality, 
for  that  of  a  majoity,  of  the  votes,  which  was  lost ; 
Mty-two  members  voting  in  favor  of  the  amendment, 
and  sixty-fimr  against  it.  This  result  was  produced 

by  a  union  of  the  Adams  and  Clay  nicn,  who  were 
fearful  that  Mr.  Clinton  would  be  brought  forward  as 
a  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  if  a  plurality  vote 
could  secure  the  Electors,  with  die  Crawford  members 
of  the  Assoiiibly.  After  the  passage  of  this  bill,  Mr. 
Wheaton,  who  was  then  the  Reporter  of  the  (Supieme 
Crourt  of  the  United  States,  obtained  leave  of  absence 

for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

In  the  Senate,  the  Electoral  bill  was  referred  to  a 
committeei  of  which  Mr.  Du<Uey  was  chairman.  It 
was  suflfered  to  sleep  in  Aeir  hands,  until  a  resolution 
requiring  them  to  report,  was  offered  by  Mr.  Ogden, 
who  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Burt,  BurrowS|  and 
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I'lamer.  The  resolution  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
^uydaiii.  Wheeler,  and  Wright,  and  postponed  indefi* 
nitely ;  but  the  committeei  within  a  few  days,  made 
a  lengthy  and  labored  report,  concluding  with  the  fol* 
lowing  summary  of  tlieir  views : 

^  The  Committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  for  the 
reasons  set  forth  in  this  report,  that  it  would  not  be 
expedicut  to  pass  the  bill  froin  the  Assembly,  or  any 
other  bill  chauging  the  present  mode  of  appointing 
JBiectors  of  President  and  Tice  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  or,  at  least,  until  the  effi>rts  which  are 
now  seriously  making  in  Congress  to  establish  a  uiii- 
fbnn  rule  of  apportionment,  by  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  by  which  the  peo- 
ple can  elect  by  districts,  have  either  tL riuDiated  in 
the  adoption  or  rejection  of  such  amendment  by  that 
body.'* 

This  report  was  taken  up  in  the  Senate,  on  the  10th 
day  of  March,  when  Mr.  Cramer  moved  to  amend  it, 
by  striking  out  the  clause  above  quoted,,  and  insert-  ^ 
ing  this  resolution : 

"  Resolved^  That  it  is  expedient  to  pass  a  law,  at 
the  present  session  of  the  Legislature,  giving  to  the 
people  of  this  State  the  choice  of  Electors  of  Presi- 
dent and  Tice-President  by  general  ticket*' 

Mr.  Cramer  supported  his  resoiuUon,  in  a  pertinent 
and  argumentative  speech,  and  it  was  finally  passed,  by 
a  vote  of  sixteen  to  fifteen,  after  an  unsuccessful  at- 
tempt to  append  the  plurality  clause.  Mr.  W~right 
Toted  against  the  amendment,  and  in  favor  of  the 
original  resolution,  although  he  had  proposed  an 
amendment  to  the  report,  providing  for  the  choice  <^ 
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tiMfiiMtait  bjr  dimioli^  iODMfl  Urn  two  eonsMpottd* 

ing  with  the  Senators  in  Congress,  who  were  to  be 
chosen  by  tbe  Legislature.  This  gentleman  wag  ooo 
of  tlia  yoongQit  iMiMbm  itf  the  SenalB, 
dmiood  at  die  tima  <Kf  bis  alaetioiii  Ikat  ha  woidd 
vote  for  an  electoral  law.  He  delivered  a  speech  du- 
ling  the  progress  of  the  discussion,  which  was  quita 
iagmaoAf  firaoMd^  and  iadkated  tba  poiaaaiian  of 
talents  of  a  high  order.  So  far  as  voting  for  the  reso- 
lution of  Mr.  Cramer  was  concerned^  he  acted  in  con- 
foiBUtf  wilh  Ihe  iiPpUed  mdflwtandifig  betwaon  iiiii^ 
aalf  and  hii  oooaCitnenIa ;  but  ha  diiaetly  a{lonraid» 
contributed,  by  his  vote,  to  the  practical  defeat  of  the 
vary  measure  which  tbay  daaired  to  aaa  aanriad  iBlo> 

The  debate  in  the  Senate,  on  the  Electoral  bill,  was 
brought  to  a  close  by  a  motion,  made  by  Edward  P.. 
LMngatoni  danaling  the  fiirthiar  eooaideiaiioa  a(  it 
to  ba  postponed  until  the  fint  Kooday  in  Novcimber.. 
Mr.  Suydam  seconded  the  motioHi  ai^d  it  was  caiuried 
by  the  following  vote : 

Agm^-Mmmk  Bowman^  Bcywna^  Bionaoii,  Dndley^ 

Earll,  Qfeen,  Keyes,  Lefferts,  Livingston,  ]\rallory, 
McCall^Rediieldi  Stranahan,  Suydam,  Ward|  Wooster^ 

Wright  aavaniaan, 
Naps^Mmm.  Bunow^  Bnit,  C9ark^  Cramer,  Gar^ 

diner,  Greenly,  Haight,Lynde,  Mclntyre,  Morgan,  Nol- 
son,  Ogden,  Thorn,  Wheeler — ^fourteen. 

Tiieeoiidoetaf  the  megorityi  aftheSanate  in  nim^ 
ing  to  pass  an  Electoral  law,  in  compliance  with  the 
general  sentiment  prevailing  among  the  peoplei  nn^ 
tniiUy  eieiicd  a  deep  fiwdtog  of  imiigna  itWML 
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tme^th«tth»  motiwcf  th5ortgin>t<wwrf      plan  to 

prevent  the  election  of  Mr.  Crawfoiclj  were  deserving 

of  the  severest  eensure :  it  certainly  did  not  proceed 

IwmaiiycommendftbledeamtoiiBittw 

fomen  that  had  bem  wiopgftiUy  tikkm  from  titein,  bat 

its  design  was  rather  to  defeat  the  most  popular  caiH 

didate,  and  thus  pave  the  way  £()r  the  MiiQoefaoCaoiM 

one  of  Ae  odiet  aapimrti  lo  lha  PrandoDcy ;  nmx- 

Uieiess,  these  considerations,  howsoever  they  might 
have  inHuenced  the  votes  of  the  seventeen  Senators,. 
oaghtlohaTebewMtkBlydiiNgaidid*  They  should 
hai^  ranwmbefed  that,  although  the  politidan  who. 
advocates  iimovation  and  cliange,  and  strikes  out  in 
adnood  of  his  pojtyi  in  iivor  o£  new  and  umdod 
mmmxteSf  is  not  always  die  moat  sw  tiwsfiilj  his  £mi^ 
lessness  and  honesty  are  gratefully  remembered,  even 
if  they  go  unrewarded,  by  those  who  reap  the  foiits 
of  hk  khon.  U  is  fiur  hettor  to  tako  adranlage  of 
the  favorable  tide,  than  to  wait  for  the  returning  wave, 
and  be  borne  headlong  to  destruction.   <  Reform'  is, 
iiidtwdi      ^tCrhiiiy  wonL'  Abiiass  aio  strmflrtiwifn 
pnelioad  nodor  ito  mftuenee;  but  whaa  it  is  tbeex^* 

press  ion  of  a  laudable  desire  to  overt!  i  row  wrong  and 
injusticei  and  restore  to  their  legitimate  possessors  the 
lights  and  pnTilegas  of  which  Ibay  have  bean  depriv- 
ed, it  awakens  a  glad  response  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people,  who  never  rest  satisfied  until  the  great  object 
is  attainod*  Thft  wmibtMW  <?f  that  liSgislafiiro  of  1  fi84| 
who  wm  the  moat  zealooa  in  attempting  to  piooim 
&e  passage  of  the  Electoral  law,  undoubtedly  labored 
fos  the  promotion  of  their  own  selhsh  views  f  but  they 
deartanmsly  avaiiod  tbemadyea  of  a  mcasore  thai  waa 
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pM  and  proper  in  ttael^  and,  bowerar  unwonhy  may 

have  been  the  instruments  by  whom  it  was  employed, 
it  was  powerful  enough  to  overthrow  the  dominaut 
party  in  the  State. 

*rbe  most  glaring  error  of  the  Senators  who  sup- 
ported Mr.  Livingston's  niotiou  to  postpone  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Electoral  biii^was,  that  they  protessed 
to  be  in  favor  of  giving  to  the  people  wliat  was  de- 
manded in  their  behalf,  but  at  the  same  time  rejected 
every  proposition  that  looked  like  accompUshiug  the 
olject  The  course  of  the  Ciawibrd  men  was  a  mat- 
ter of  strict  necessity,  in  a  party  point  of  view,  and 
justifiahle  only  upon  the  Jesuitical  doctrine,  that  the 
means  are  warranted  by  the  end.  The  Adams  and 
Clay  men,  also,  who  were  fearM  that  Mr.  Clinton 
would  supplant  their  favorite  candidate,  might  have 
resorted  to  the  same  plea,  m  their  justification  j  and 
had  the  vote  of  the  seventeen  Senators  been  defended, 
as  an  extreme  measure,  which  had  been  forced  upon 
them,  as  Avas  in  truth  tlie  case,  the  popular  odium 
subsequently  attached  to  their  conduct,  might,  in  some 
degree,  have  been  relieved.  But  the  flimsy  covering 
resorted  to,  for  the  purpose  of  concealing  the  real  mo- 
tive of  the  act,  was  so  easily  penetrated,  that  it  was 
at  once  held  up  to  ridicule;  and  the  names  of  Mr, 
Livingston  and  his  associates  were  dis]  )layed  upon 
placards,  and  in  the  coiiainis  of  the  pubhc  prints, 
coupled  with  the  severest  animadversions  upon  their* 
cotuse. 

The  Presidential  question  continued  to  excite  au^ 
extraordinary  degree  of  interest  at  Washington,  du- 
ring the  winter  of  1884.  Mr.  Yan  Busen,  Mr;  Dick-' 
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iittKni,  Mr.  Forsyth,  and  other  friends  of  Mr.  Craw- 

foid,  iiMdo  great  exertioiis  in  Older  to 

inaUoQ  of  that  gendenuui,  at  a  general  Congressional 

<iaucus.  More  than  twothirdti  of  the  members  were 
ofijposed  to  this  course,  and  only  sixty-six  v\rere  induc^ 
ed  to  attend  in  pmsttanee  of  the  ealL  On  ballotmg 
for  a  Picsidential  candid. ito.  Mr.  Crawford  received 
^ixty-two  votes,  Mr.  Adams  two,  Gen.  Jackson  onei 
and  Nathaniel  Maoon  one.  The  result  of  this  cauons 
injured  the  prospects  of  Mr.  Crawford ;  but  the  friends 
of  the  other  candidates  did  not  care  to  exhibit  their 
•own  weakness  separately,  and  therefore  contented 
themselves  with|preserving  their  united  opposition  to 
the  noininee  of  the  caucus. 

Murmurs  of  dissatisfaction  at  the  course  of  Gov. 
Yates  had  been  heard  soon  afier  his  entering  upon 
the  duties  of  his  offiee,  and  they  were  renewed  by  his 
enemies  ou  every  occasion  that  presented  iLseif.  A 
number  of  satirical  articleS|  wxitt^  by  &  Dewitt 
Bloodgood,  and  Charles  A.  Clinton,  one  of  the  sons  of 
the  late  Goveriio).  over  the  signature  "Buffalo,"  ap- 
peared in  the  Albany  Daily  Advertiser^  and  as  the 
diject  of  the  writers  was  to  bring  the  Governor  into 
ridicule  and  contempt,  they  resorted  to  the  most  il  a- 
grant  personal  abuse,  and  exposed  liis  private  actions 
and  relations  to  the  public  gaze.  Mr.  Cramer,  and 
other  friends  of  Col. ^oung,  though  not  openly  coun* 
tenancing  these  personal  attacks,  were  notwithstandmg 
exoeedingiy  officious  in  keeping  up  the  discontent; 
and  after  the  r^ection  of  the  Electoral  bill,  it  was 
charged  upon  Gov.  Yates  that  he  had  advised  that 
<x>urse,  and  would  be  bel^  reapoufiible.  The  object 
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ot  this  charge  was  to  establish  a  convicfioD  in  the 
minds  of  the  Democratic  membeon,  of  the  neoemty  of 
taking  up  some  other  candidate  for  the  next  Govern*- 
or.  Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Flagg  firmly  adhered  to  Mr. 
Yates,  and  insisted  that  he  ought  not  to  be  saoiifik^ 
for  assisting  in  carrying  a  party  measure  into  eflbet. 
Col.  Youiig  was  iiuderstood  to  be  friendly  to  the 
Electoral  biilj  and  the  policy  of  Mr.  Cramer,  who  had 
voted  in  fiivor  of  it  in  the  Senate,  appears,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  have  been,  to  form  a  union  with  the  Peo- 
ple's party.  Negotiations  were  accordingly  entered 
into,  between  himself  and  Mr.  Wheaton,  and  other 
People'smen;  and  it  was  determined  that  a  State  Con^ 

vention  should  be  held,  and  Col.  Young  uoMiinated 
for  Governor.  Belbre  this  arrangement  could  be  car- 
ried into  effect,  a  eaoens  of  the  Aepublican  m&aAeim 
was  held,  and,  as  it  was  found  that  the  friends 
of  Gov.  Yates  had,  to  a  great  extent,  ungenerously  de- 
serted him,  the  plan  of  Mr.  Cramer  was  immediately 
changed.  Col.  Young  was  brought  forward  as  a  can- 
didate, and  received  the  nomination,  by  nearly  twenty 
majority.  Gen.  Root  was  re-nominated  lor  the  office 
of  Lieutenant  Governor.  This  was  the  last  Legida* 
tivc  caucus  held  for  the  nomination  of  these  ojfliccrs. 

The  People  s  party  in  the  Legislature,  were  takea 
by  surprise,  at  the  nomination  of  Col.  Young,  and 
<m  the  7th  of  April,  they  also  held  a  meetmg,  and 
adopted  an  address,  protesting  as^ainst  the  manner  ot 
making  nominations  by  a  Legislative  caucus,  and  re- 
commending that  a  Convention  of  delegates,  to  be 
chosen  by  the  friends  of  the  Electoral  bill,  should  be 
held  at  Utica  on  the  2lst  day  of  September.  Thoft 
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movement  completely  dissipated  the  hopes  that  weio 
entertaniBd  by  the  fhends  of  Gol.  Younf  ,  <tf  bis  re- 
ceiving the  votes  of  the  People's  party,  and  he  was 
soon  after  denomiced  by  tiiem,  as  being  under  the 
control  of  die  Albany  Regeneyi  which  waa  aaid  to 
consist  of  Beirfmiin  Knower,  Samuel  A.  Taloott^ 
Willlani  li.  Marcy ,  Roger  Skumer,  Edvvm  Cfoswell^ 
and  Benjamin  F.  Butler. 
It  ivas  eoofldeBtly  nnwitod,  before  the  dose  of  the^ 

winter  session  of  the  Legislature,  by  sevenil  active 
politicians,  that  a  desire  existed  among  a  number  of  the 
leading  members  <rf  the  Peopled  party,  to  nominate 
Dewitt  Clinton  as  their  candidate  for  Governor.  Mr. 
Wbeaton,  and  others,  protested  tlmt  there  was  no  such 
plan  cm  foot,  and  it  was  ikea  generally  mMlemlood 
that  lb.  Tallmadge  would  be  the  candidate.   Bnt  the 
fears  and  apprehensions  of  tlie  Craw  lord  men  were 
not  easily  allayed^  and)  with  a  view  of  preventing  the- 
nominadon  ci       Clinton,  if  it  were  really  in  con- 
templation, they  concocted  a  most  unjustifiable  plan, 
for  his  removal  from  the  office  of  Canal  Comnussioni-' 
er.   He  had  ifischaj^ed  the  duties  of  the  office  faith- 
ful! y  and  e^tatiiitously,  for  a  series  of  years,  and 
not  a  word  oi  complaint  was  made,  imputing  iA  hmk 
any  c^iibial  misoonduct  The  object  of  prepostag  his 
temo^l,  was  to  force  the  Anti-Clintonians  in  the  Peo» 
ple^s  party,  either  to  vote  against  hirn,  or  to  come  out 
it>penly  in  his  favor.   Mr.  Bowntan  submitted  the  res- 
olution in  the  Senate,  and  it  passed  with  but  three 

dissenting  voices  ;  i^lcssrs.  Cramer,  Morgan,  and  Mc- 
lutyre,  being  the  only  Senators  who  voted  against  it. 
In  die  House,  soms  little  oppositicui  was  exhibilsd  to 
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the  passasfe  of  the  r{?soh;tiori,  and  Mr.  Cunningham, 
of  Montgomery  county,  who  claimed  to  be  neutral  m 
politics,  deiirared  an  doquent  and  iiapaiwiopicd  toh 
rangue  against  the  gross  act  of  proscription  and  in- 
justice wliich  it  contemplated.  Alter  a  few  moments' 
further  debate,  the  question  was  pot,  and  decided  in 
liieafflnnatiTe — sixty-feiirtotiiirty«firar.  Mr.Wlieat- 
on,  Mr.  Talimadge,  and  nearly  all  the  Adams  men 
belonging  to  the  People's  party,  voted  in  favor  of  the 
Insolation,  while  several  <rf  tbe  firienda  of  Mr.  Qtaw^ 
ford  opposed  its  passage. 

The  removal  of  Mr.  Clinton  was  a  hasty  and  ill- 
advised  aet  It  notonly  failed  of  accomplishing  die 
object  for  which  it  was  designed,  but  its  immediate 
etiect  was  to  secure  the  nomination  and  election  of 
Ihd  very  individual  whom  it  was  intended  toproetrale, 
and,  on  many  a  snbeeqnent  occasion,  it  letumcd  to 
plague  the  inventors.  A  public  meeting  was  called 
ia  Albany,  soon  after  the  proceedings  of  the  Legisia- 
tnre  wete  made  public,  which  was  attended  by  a^  large 
number  of  ci  tizens.  Judge  Tayler,  the  late  Lieut.  Gov- 
ernor, presided,  and  John  H.  WendeU  ofiiciated  as  Sec- 
retary. Eloquent  addresses  weie  made  hy  Col.  James 
MeKown,  and  others,  and  a  series  of  spirited  lesoict* 
tions,  drawn  up  by  Alfred  Conkling,  the  present  Judge 
of  Ae  United  States  District  Court  ibr  the  Mortliern 
District  of  tiiis  State,  expressing  the  views  of  the 
asseml)lod  people,  upon  "the  il  a  grant  and  wanton  vio- 
lation of  public  trust,"  coimmtted  by  the  Le^lature^ 
were  reported,  and  adqited  by  acclamation.  A  com- 
mittee was  al9oappointed,ccHisistingof  Wil&UQD  Jamea^ 
Ebenezer  Baldwin,  Joseph  Alexander,  PhiUiyp  S.  Par* 
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ker,  JoMah  Town  send,  Israel  Smith,  Samuel  M.  Hop* 

ley,  Tmnis  Y  an  Yeehten,  Jobn  Cassidy,  Jeremiati  War 

terman,  James  McKown,  Jabez  D.  liamiuond,  Alfred 
Conkling,  and  the  Uhairmaaand  Secretary,  to  exprais 
lo  Mr.  Olinton,  the  lively  aense^  which  the  meeting 
entertained  "  of  his  hiirhl  y  meritorious  scr vices,  and  to 
teuder  to  him  the  tnbute  of  iheir  warmest  thanks." 
Pabiicmeeliiigs  verebald  in  New-York, and  other  plar 
oes,atwhichriiiiilar proceedings werehad.  Theiepliet 
of  JVIr.  Clinton,  to  the  nmneroujs  addresses  he  received, 
were  uniformly  courteous  and  dignified^  and  contribu- 
ted to  sw^  die  tonenC  of  popular  indignation,  which 
was  last  pouring  in  upon  the  authors  of  his  removal. 

During  the  summer  of  1824,  the  partnership  be- 
tween Mesn&Croswell  and  Leake  was  terminated,  by 
the  withdrawal  of  the  latter  from  the  concern,  and  his 
resignation  of  the  o^ce  of  State  Printer.  This  step 
was  ocoaaiooed  by  the  preference  of  Mr.  Iieake  tar 
Mr.  Clay  as  tha  next  candidate  for  the  Presidency;  and 
as  Mr.  Croswcll  and  a  large  majority  of  the  patrons 
of  the  Argus  were  decided  in  their  support  of  Mr# 
Gmwibrd,  it  was  thought  advisable  that  the  change 
should  be  made. 

Gov.  Yates  seems  to  iiave  entertained  the  opinion, 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislatorey  that  if  he 
eame  out  in  fiivor  of  the  Electoral  bill,  be  might  be 
re-nominated  by  the  People's  Convention.  The  dis- 
satisfaction at  the  course  of  Mr.  Tallmadge^  in  voting 
fat  the  removal  of  Mr.  Clinton,  tended  to  strengthen 
this  idea,  and  the  Governor  then  determined  on  call- 
ing an  caUra  session  of  the  Legislature,  that  he  might 
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have  an  opportunity  of  expressing  the  change  m  his 
cpinions.  His  proclamation  for  that  purpose  was  da* 
ted  on  the  2d  day  of  June,  and,  after  adyerting  to  the 
fact  that  Congress  had  adjourned,  without  making  any 
change  in  the  manner  of  choosing  Presidential  Elec- 
tors, which  it  conid  not  constituti<mally  do,  it  wmt  on 

to  express  the  opiiijon,  that  "the  people  were  justly 
alarmed  with  the  apprehension  that  their  undoubted 
right  of  choosing  the  Electors  of  Presid^tand  Yioe 
President  would  be  withheld  from  them."  In  order 
to  prevent  this  result,  the  Governor  stated  that  he  felt 
bound  to  convene  an  extra  session  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State,  to  commence  on  the  Sd  day  of  August ; 
at  which  time  the  members  assembled  in  pursuance 
of  the  proclamation.  The  Governor's  message  reit- 
erated the  sentiments  he  had  previously  advanced  in 

the  document  convening  the  Legislature,  but  before 
it  was  received  m  the  Senate,  Mr.  Green,  of  the  Sev- 
enth District,  offered  a  resolution  censuring  the  Gov- 
ernor for  calling  the  extra  session.  Immediately  after 
the  reception  of  the  message  in  the  House^  Mr.  Flagg 
offered  the  following  resolutions : 

^  Resolvedf  That  since  the  last  adjournment  of  liie 
Legislature,  nothino*  has  transpired  within  the  letter 
or  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  requiring  an  extraordi- 
nary session  at  this  time,  and,  therefim,  the  procla- 
mation of  the  Governor  convening  the  same,  is  not 
warranted  by  the  Constitution. 

^^Eestdved^  That  inasmuch  as  the  transaction  of 
legislative  business,  in  obedience  to  a  proclamatioii 
thus  indiscreetly  issued,  and  especially  in  relation  to 
a  subject  which  had  been  repeatedly  discussed  and 
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-acted  upon  by  the  LeCTislatmc  at  their  last  meeting-, 
would  sanction  a  precedeui  of  dangerous  teudencfi 
it  is  due  to  the  DMimbera  q£  the  LegislAtun,  as 
well  as  to  the  Ckmstitutbn  under  which  they  sit, 
and  the  oath  they  have  taken  to  support  it,  as  to  the 
highest  a&d  best  ioterests  of  their  oxistitiieiitSi  that 
Ibejr  AxnM  forthwith  adjoora.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  (If  the  Senate  concur,)  the  two  houses 
will  immeriiatriy  a^joura,  to  meet  agam  pursuant  to 
law." 

Gen.  TaUmadge  earnestly  opposed  the  passage  of 
these  resolutions,  and  he,  and  otiK  r  members  of  the 
AssemUy,  deiiYsred  several  efiective  and  ammated 
speeches  on  the  question.  The  first  two  resolutions 
were  adopted  by  a  strong  vote,  but  the  remaining  one 
was  teaiporarily  postponed.  A  resolution  was  also  adopt- 
ed in  the  House,  on  the  same  day,  declaring  that  an 

Electoral  law  ought  to  be  passed.  The  vote  on  the  last 
lesoluUon  stood  seven ty-hve  to  forty-four.  The  Senate 
•eonenned  in  the  resolntions  of  the  Assembly^  and  on 
the  6th  day  of  August  they  adjoumedi  without  accom- 
plishing any  other  business. 

Mr.  Clinton's  friends  were  very  active  in  pressing 
his  daims  as  the  candidate  for  the  next  Governor,  up 
to  the  tiuic  of  the  Convention.  Charles  G,  Haines, 
formerly  his  private  Secretary,  and  Dewitt  lilood- 
fnood,  of  Albany,  contributed  anumber  of  able  articles 
to  the  leading  Clintonian  journals,  in  favor  of  his  nom- 
ination,  and  tiie  former  gentleman  visited  almost  every 
county  in  the  State  on  the  same  political  errand.  The 
original  founders  of  the  Peofde^s  party,  Messrs.  TblU 
madge,  Wheaton,  Burt,  Ogden,  Burrows,  Gaidmer, 
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and  others,  were  far  from  being  disposed  to  surrender 
the  iiruits  oi  their  anticipated  victory  to  the  eieTeutbr- 
hour  nm  who  had  joined  Hmt  nuila.  Tb0jr  mtn^ 
tmmi  an  inyitidble  feeling  of  tepugnanee  Umagdm 
Mr.  Clinton,  and,  if  the  safety  of  their  party  had  not 
depended  on  theaseietanceof  himeeif  aadhieffiend% 
il  is  probable  thai  they  would  hateietosed  loeo-op^ 

rate  with  thcai.  One  hundred  and  twenty- two  dele- 
gates were  present  at  the  Convention,  which  was 
oqianized  by  the  af^intment  of  John  Tayieri  of  At* 
bany,  as  President,  Alexander  Coffin,  of  Hudeon,  as 
Vice  President,  and  Samuel  Stevens,  of  Washington, 
asSectetary*  Abontthiftyof  thenienibeie  beloogvd 
to  the  Feofde^e  party  proper,  and  the  remainder  wieM 

either  Clin  ton ians  or  Federalists.  The  People's  men 
were  unanimous  in  lavor  of  Mr.  Tallmudge ;  and  Doct» 
Bantow,  of  Tioga,  and  Qevrit  Smithy  of  Madiaon,  both 
of  whom  were  ClintonianSi  also  conctnred  in  the  pro- 
priety of  his  nomniation ;  but  it  was  soon  found,  how- 
ever, that  he  would  not  lecetro  the  rotes  of  a  ma|or* 
ity  of  the  delegates,  and  his  friends  then  pfc^ioeed  the 
name  of  John  W.  Taylor^  of  Saratoga,  an  Adams  nian 
and  a  Clnitonian.  This  attempt  to  prevent  the  noo^ 
inalion  of  Mr.  Clinton,  was  defeated  by  the  piodiictioii 
of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Taylor,  positively  interdicting 
4kke  use  of  his  name.  On  the  second  day  of  the  Con- 
vention, Dewitt  Clinton  received  the  noounation  for 
Governor  by  a  large  majority,  and  Gen.  Tallmadge 
was  unanimously  selected  as  the  candidate  for  Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

Before  the  a4jonmment  of  the  Convention,  reaolQ<» 
tions  were  adopted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gebhard,  of 
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Schoharie,  declaring^  that  it  was  improper  to  make 
AommatuHL^  ol  caodidates  for  Goveiiiof  and  Lieuten- 
ant GoYem/fxt  in  a  LegislatiTe  caucus,  and  that  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace  ought  to  be  elected  by  the  people. 
Most  of  the  members  of  the  Conventioa  beioaging  to 
the  Peopled  party  withdrew  aa  soon  aa  the  nominih 
tkm  of  Mr.  Clinton  waa  annoHiiced,  and  fermad  a  aap*> 
arate  nieetiiig,  ot  winch  Mr.  Coffin,  the  Vice  Presi- 
dmt  of  the  Gonventiciii,  was  made  Ghairiuani  and  Mr. 
Todd,  of  New-York,  Secretary.  This  meetin  g  passed 
resolutions  protestincr  againt>t  tiie  selection  of  Mr. 
Clmton,  but  concurimg  in  that  of  Gen.  Tallmadge, 
Aside  firam  the  temporary  ill-feeling  it  produced,  tbia 
disaffection  did  not  operate  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Ciintonian  and  People's  ticket. 
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ISii.'^Befeat  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  triumphant  election 
of  I>0irittCtiBlfl»— Beteilf  of  tfao  K«f«Bb«r  EtoetMn-John  W. 

Hulbert — Satnael  Stevens— Thurlow  Weed— Extra  Session  of 
the  Legislature,  and  choice  of  Presidential  Electors — Movements 
of  the  Adams  and  Clay  men — The  Chemical  Bank — Efforts  of 
the  Bucktails  to  control  the  appointments  to  office  under  Mr. 
.  Clinton's  admiiuitratioii — ^Annuu  Session  of  the  LegisUtare  in 
1825— The  Goreraor's  Messige— Result  of  the  Presidentisl  Elec- 
tion, and  operations  of  the  party  leaders  at  Washington — Disaffec- 
tion, of  Gen.  Tallmadge  and  his  friends — The  election  of  a  United 
States  Senator  to  succeed  Mr.  King  defeated  in  the  State  Senate- 
Divisions  in  relation  to  the  Presidential  (question — The  English 
Mission  tendered  to  Mr.  Clinton,  bat  deolined— Prqje^  of  n  Slite 
Road  through  the  southern  tier  of  counties,  and  appototment  of 
Commig5?ioners  to  designate  the  route — Charles  G.  Haines  appoint- 
ed Adjutant  General,  and  Dr.  Barstow  elected  Treasurer — Tour  of 
Gov.  Clinton  through  Ohio  and  Kentucky — Death  of  Judge  Skin- 
Bor,  nnd  eppmntment  of  AUM  Oo^clin^  as  his  snccessor  Cmnal 
Celebration— November  Election-Francis  Granger-Theodore  Sill 
—Samuel  L.  Lush-Aaron  Vanderpoel — Levi  Beardsley — Freeborn 
G.  Jewett — Success  of  the  Anti-Clintonians — John  W.  Taylor 
elected  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Reoresentatives — Legislature  of 
1896— Netben  BmkH  elected  a  Senater  in  Congress-^Undcr- 
standing  between  Got.  Clinton  and  Mr.  Van  Buren's  friends,  with 
reference  to  the  support  of  Gen.  Jackson  for  the  next  President^ 
—Samuel  Jones  appointed  Chancellor — Election  of  State  Officers 
— Azariah  C.  Flagg  appointed  Secretary  of  State — Restoration  of 
Mr.  Keyser  to  tbe  office  of  Treasurer,  and  re-election  of  the  other 
incambentt— Obaiges  against  Mr.  Ward,  of  the  Senate,  and  Mi 
resignation — PropMed  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  in  relation 
to  the  Ri;i:ht  of  Suffrage,  and  the  election  of  Justices  by  the  Peo- 
ple— Indefinite  postponement  of  the  State-road  bill — John  Bird- 
sail  appointed  Circuit  Judge — ^Death  of  Adams  and  Jefferson— 
Samml  R.  Betts  appointed  to  tvoeeed  Judce  Van  Ness— Tbe  Hro 
State  Conventions — Dewitt  Clinton  and  Henry  Huntington  nom- 
inated by  tbe  Ciintonians,  and  Judge  Bocbsster  and  Natbaniel 
Pitcher  by  the  opposition — 1826. 

Tbs  Nomnber  eldoticn  xeBulted  in  the  complete 
overthrow  of  tbe  Republican  ascendancy  in  the  State. 
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^oweiflil  eiflbrte  wm  made  to  iodim  Hm  iirieiid*  of 

Bn  Electoral  law  to  sustain  Col.  Yoiing,  who  \\^as 
pledged  in  favor  of  the  measure }  and  his  well  koown 
{Hpeferenoas  for  Mr.  day,  as  Ae  candUbte  forlhe  next 
Presidency,  which  were  avowed  previous  to  the  Utica 
Goavention,  in  a  letter  written  to  Mr.  Uudsaiiy  a 
member  of  the  AeaemUy  finua  Madieoii  county,  and 
repeated  in  a  letter  dated  on  the  99th  of  SeptaUber, 
and  addressed  to  Jesse  Clark,  a  Senator  from  the 
Seventh  District|  wore  alao  taken  advantage  to 
promote  his  election;  bat  all  theae ^rettiona  wm 

made  Hi  vaiii.  They  utterly  failed  of  withdrawiiiar 
any  very  considerable  number  of  the  honest  advocates 
of  a  change  in  Uie  mode  of  choosing  dactofa,  fiom  ^ 
support  of  Mr.  Clinton,  and  a  portion  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's fi  i(  nils  either  remained  inactive,  or  refused  to 
Tote  for  OoL  Young.  Tho  whole  number,  of  votes 
cast  Ifor  Governor  was  one  hundred  ninety  thonmid 
five  hundred  arul  forty-live.  The  majority  for  Dewitt 
Clinton  was  sixteen  thousand  threehundred  and  fifty, 
nine.  The  vole  for  Mr.  TaUmadge  was  aliU  laigiar 
than  that  ^iven  to  Mr.  Clinton.  In  the  county  of 
Tompkins,  the  majority  for  Col.  Young  was  two 
hundred  and  thirty-two ;  while  Qen.  Boot  received 
bnt  three  votea  out  of  nearly  four  thousand.  The 
^^liole  majority  for  Gen.  Tallmadge  in  the  State,  was 
thirty-two  thousand  foui'  hundred  and  nine. 

rnie  terms  of  serviee  of  the  feUowing  Senatorf  ex- 
pired this  year,  viz  :  Walter  Bowne,  John  Sudani, 
Edward  P.  Livingston,  Melancthon  Wiieeiex,  Alviu 
Bionaon,  Flarrand  Stianahan,  Byxam  Green,  and  Dar 
vid  Eason ;  and  their  places  warn  supplied  by  the 
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torial  District;  Wells  Lake,  in  the  Second ;  Richard 
McMichaei,  isi  the  Tiiird  ;  John  Craiy,  in  the  Fourth ; 
Chorge  Braytmi,  in  the  Fifth ;  Stakely  EUsiroilli^ia 
the  Sixth  ;  John  C.  Spencer,  in  the  Seventh  ;  and 
Samuel  Wiikesoa,  in  the  Eighth*  Mr.  Lake  aad  Mr. 
Eligwoctfa  yme  riected  on  ttoa  wgnlar  ttemocnitioy  m 
Regency  ticket  t  all  As  other  pmont  dhom  wwa 
Clintonians.  Mr.  Green,  the  only  one  of  the  seven- 
tsea  SeoAtOfs  renominated,  was  defeated  by  Mr. 
Spanoer,  by  an  orwwhelaung  mqioiity.  Mem  than 
three-fourths  ol  the  members  of  Assembly  elect  were 
<qppoaed  to  what  was  termed  the  ii^eucy  party.  The 
nMt  ptaadamt  individnals  obooen  were,  John  W. 
'Hulbert,  of  Oayuga ;  Samuel  J,  Wtlkin,  of  Orange ; 
Ambrose  L.  Jordan,  of  Columbia ;  Samuel  Steveu% 
of  Waihugton ;  and  Thatlow  Weed,  of  Monroe. 
Tbe  Legialitara  of  1804,  roHueemhled  aeooidin^  to 

law,  for  the  purpose  of  cl loosing  electors  of  President 
and  Vice  Presuknti  on  the  2d  of  November ,  and  on 
tlio  enaning  day^  a  eaiKntf  of  the  RspobUeon  mwm 
bers  was  held,  in  order  to  designate  the  oandidates  to 
be  supported*  Gen.  Root  officiated  as  chairman,  and 
Mfiiaed  to  ■Ilcnr  the  namea  of  tboee  meoibera  who 
jeined  in  leeetniiiending  die  Utiea  ConTention  to  be 

called.  The  consequence  was,  that  the  meeting  broke 
up  in  confusion,  without  any  definite  action*  On  the 
10th  day  of  November,  the  Senate  neounated  eleetora 

friendly  to  Mr.  Crawford,  by  the  votes  of  the  seven- 
teen Senators  who  had  postponed  the  Electoral  bill. 

The  itetoial  tiekflta  ihei^y  to  Mr,  Adams  and  Mc. 
Oktff  motived  eaeh-  aaven  toImi  In  the  Hoom^  tkn 
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<jMfo»  of  eleelon  irai  alleiided  with  diffleulty. 

On  the  first  ballot,  the  Adams  ticket  received  fifty 
Totei;  the OivwfiMd tidGBty fort74^^ 
lidMt,  thiit7*tvo ;  but  an  nfftmmmalt  mm  ttflanradf 
entered  into  between  the  Adams  and  Clay  men,  in 
pursuance  of  which  a  ticket  was  fooriMd,  composed  of 
«o  £Miids  of  both  ouididalea.  UjioiiajoiiillMdiolof 
itkB  two  houses,  thirty-two  of  the  Adams  and  Clay  elec- 
tors were  declared  chosen.  A  second  ballot  was  thfirft* 
19011  had,  and  thonomberwaiseomptotad  by  tbech^ 
^fimr  Cmwfoid  oketon.  This  result  was  psoduosd 
Ijy  the  defection  of  a  portion  of  the  Adams  men,  who 
were  fearful  that  Mr.  Clay  would  receive  more  votes 
Una  Iheir  own  omdidsia.  It  was  alfsady  known 
that  there  would  be  no  election  by  the  people,  and  that 
Gen.  Jacksou  and  IMr.  Adams  would  be  tlie  two  high- 
<st  ewndidirtes.  The  only  real  coa4s»t|  tbM«fora,wa% 
irtwOior  Bfar.  Giawfoid  or  Mr.  Clay  shonM  bo  the 

third  candidate  before  the  House  of  Representatives ; 
and  the  £Bar  that  Mr.  Clay  might  eventually  be  choseOi 
indnoed  sereiDd  oCliio  Aii^wMi  msn  in  tho  Lsgjalatun 
to  vote  for  the  Crawford  electors.  These  four  eleo- 
toral  votes,  in  the  end»  decided  the  contest,  as  between 
Omwibid  and  Clay,  in  finror  of  iba  fiomisr. 

Oomplaint  was  made  to  tho  Legislatoxo  baAm  ita 
afljoiirDment,  that  corrupt  means  had  been  employed 
at  the  winter  session,  to  procure  the  charter  of  the 
OhanioalBankintfaecityof  New-Tork.  Aeommil- 

tee  of  investigation  was  appointed,  who  examined  lato 
the  testimony  adduced  in  support  of  the  charges  pro* 
ianad;  and  tbeir  laport  olaarly  aataUishod  tha  tmst^ 
that  tbosamobaiafeoodand  wanton  oomnition  that 
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attended  the  lesrislation  of  1812,  had  been  repeated, 
if  possible,  in  a  more  aggravated  iorm. 

In  order  to  finmrtali  die  aelion  of  the  snccaodingr 
Legislature,  and  to  retain  the  official  patronage  of  the 
State  in  the  hands  of  the  opponeuts  of  Mr.  Clinton^ 
kwB  weie  paatod  at  tho  extia  cnmon,  piOYidiiig  far 
the  Tenmon  of  the  laws  of  the  State  in  oonfimiity 
with  the  repeated  siiffgestioiis  of  Gov.  Yates,  and  de- 
claring that  all  civii  oiiicers  wiio  w^e  or  should 
tfaereafier  becoinmmuMied  and  entarupon  tbeeraBou* 
tion  of  their  olilcial  duties,  should  continue  to  dis- 
charge  the  same,  notwithstandiJig  the  expiration  of 
the  time  ibr  liiiueh  tbe^  were  ehoMD,  mttil  tfaey 
dniy  appointed  and  qiudtfied.  Dotibts  as  to  the  eon* 
stitiuiouality  of  the  last  mentioned  law  were 

raised 

by  the  minority,  but  it  was  generally  acquieiiced  ia^ 
and  still  remains  in  foree*  The  individuals  sdeoted 
to  revise  the  laws,  were  James  Kent,  Erastus  Root, 
and  Benjamin  F.  Butler.   A  law  was  also  passed, 
anthorizing  tiie  Inspectors  of  Election  to  provida 
tfuree  boxes  at  Ihe  nest  annnal  eleotfeti,  which  should 
be  respectively  labelled,  ^^By  Districts*;  "By  general- 
tioi^  phuality,''  and    By  general  tieket|  majority,^* 
in  order  to  obtain  an  expression  of  opinion  from  tte^ 
electors  of  the  State,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  an 
Electoral  law  should  be  framed.    On  the  thud  day  of' 
November^  Abraham  Keyaer,  of  Sohoharie^  waa  ap^ 
pointed  Treasnmr  of  the  State,  in  the  place  of  Mr.. 
Knower,  resigned. 

The  next  annual  sessioa  of  the  Legislature  osin-« 
meneed  on  the  Mi  day  of  January,  iSBS^  Olarlosoii- 
Ciolius  was  aliiiost  uuanimou^ly  elected  Speaker  oT 
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the  Afl0eiiibIy,  «iid  Honitio  Mmbant  was  dioien 

Clerk.  The  Govcnior  s^Message  was  a  well-written, 
bat  lengthy  document  He  recommended  the  pas- 
sage af  an  Bl6ctoial  lav,  piovidiiig  for  the  oboke  of 
electors  by  general  ticket,  and  by  a  plurality  of  votes  ; 
aod  that  the  Constitution  should  be  amended  by  re- 
moring  the  lastriotioiia  on  the  exaisise  <tf  the  nght  of 
sujORrage  by  the  white  male  citiswiis  ol  the  State,  and 
atithonzuig  the  people  of  the  respective  towns  to  elect 
thei?  Justices  of  the  Boaee.  He  also  ad?ised  extensiTO' 
aiMitions  to  the  public  works  of  the  State,  and  the 
creation  of  a  Board  of  Internal  Improvements  to  man- 
age and  superintend  them.  The  message  concluded 
with  the  following  appropriate  aliusion  to  the  change- 
made  in  the  appointing  power  by  the  new  Constitu- 
tion : 

^  The  patronage  once  rested  in  a  Council  of  Appoint* 
ment  Is  now  difiiised ;  and  political  power,  which, 

imder  the  former  order  of  things,  was,  in  many  re- 
spectSy  concentrated  in  petty  aristocracies,  and  wieldt- 
ed  by  ftctioas  combinatioRs,  has  been,  in  a  grtet 

measure,  restored  to  its  authentic  source,  the  great 
body  of  the  people.  That  abolition,  and  that  restora- 
tion, have  disaolred  the  union  between  peieonal  in» 
teiest  and  political  snbaerviency.  The  people  risings 
in  the  majesty  of  their  power  above  the  debasing 
trammels  of  namesi  and  the  obnoxious  dictations  of 
combinatioQS,  have  sustained  and  vindicated  a  sys- 
tem of  disenthralled  and  independent  suii'rage." 

Oui  canvassing  the  returns  from  the  electoral  col* 
legae,  it  appealed  that  Qen,  Jackson  had  received  nine- 
nine  votes  ibr  ftesidant;  JidmQttincy  Adams,  eighty* 
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fimr;  WiUiam  H*  OnvlbK  jfbrty^ne ;  and  Hmry 

Clay,  thirty-seven.    After  th.s  aiinoiuicement^  it  was 
supposed,  by  meu  of  all  partieSi  that  the  election  in 
tha  Home  <d  B/spmmUiArm  would  rasoU  in  Ae 
choice  of  Gen.  JackaoiL   The  health  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, who  had  been  afflicted  with  a  severe  paralyiic 
atCBfik,  was  regaidad  at  a  complete  bar  to  hiaaucceas; 
bm  Mr.  Tan  Baian^aad  a  large  number  of  his  frienda, 
were  determined  not  to  abandon  liiiiij  in  any  event. 
A  meeting  of  the  Crawford  members  of  the  New* 
York  deiegation,  was  held  before  the  eleetioii  in  the 
House,  at  which  they  decided,  with  ^reat  unanimity, 
to  adhere  to  their  candidate  to  the  end,  ''and  leave 
tbeelection  to  be  made  by  otfaen*"  Cknr.  Glmlim  was 
quite  oonildent  that  Gen.  Jackson  would  be  the  suc- 
cessful candidate,  and,  in  anticipation  of  this  result, 
he  directed  his  friend,  Mr.  Uaauoood,  who  Yiete- 
ed  Waahia|(ton  in  the  winter  of  I82i^j  as  the 
agent  of  the  JSlate  in  the  settlement  of  ils  accounts 
with  the  General  Government,  to  say  to  the  Gen^ecal^ 
that  he  eould  ms^  accept  any  appointment  tbat  woold 
render  it  necessary  for  him  to  leave  the  State,  and 
that  he  desired  the  new  Cabinet  to  be  formed  without 
any  rdfiieooe  to  hiuL  It  was  geneially  understood, 
at  this'time,  that  in  the  evmt  of  the  dectton  of  Gen« 
Jackson,  the  oilice  of  Secretary  of  State  would  be  ten- 
dered to  Mr.  Clinton ;  but  it  is  highly  probable  that 
the  latter  would  have  declined  it,  as  he  always  mani* 
fested  a  greet  reluctance  to  sacrificing  the  first  oflice 
in  the  btate,  for  a  secondary  position  under  the  Gene- 
ral Government  The  Crawford  men  in  the  Bonaa 
of.  Baprsientativea  warn  eartrsmriy  anxiana  to  paafsnt 
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m  choice  on  the  first  ballot,  but  tlic  influence  and 
^xartioos  of  Henry  Clay  prevented  this  xesult,  and 
«oosnd  the  eleedon  of  Mr*  AdaoSy  who  raoeivdl 
iihe  votes  of  thirtean  BlatM.  Tho  delegation  from 
the  State  of  New- York  were  divided  as  fullows  : 
For  AdamSi  Kaasm.  Adamsi  Cady,  Hayd^i  Uerki« 
aer,  Lawrence,  Marvin^  Maitindale,  Rose,  Sharpe, 

Storrs,  Strong,  'ra\'U)r.  Tracy,  V  au  Wyck,  Yuu  llciis- 
sel^)  Williams,  Wood,  and  Woods  J  for  Crawford, 
Mmm,  Gasnbreieng,  Clark,  Ck>Ilio8y  Day,  Dwioell, 
Eaton,  Foote,  Frost,  Hogeboom,  Jenkins,  Iiilchfield, 
Richards,  Tan  Eyck,  and  Tyson ;  for  Jacksotit  Messrs. 
Oraig  and  Moi|;[an« 

It  beeame  evident,  soon  after  the  eommeiieemeiitef 
'the  session  of  the  New- York  Legislature,  that  Gen.Tall- 
madge,  and  Messrs.  Ogden,  Burrows,  Gardiner,  and 
'Other  leading  n^mbemof  the  People's  party,  were  delnr- 
mined  to  thwart  the  wishes  uf  Gov.  Clinton,  and  em- 
barrass his  administration,  whenever  an  opportunity 
pieeented  itaelt  The  high-miiided  Federalists^" 
4deo,  who  were  niostly  Adams  men,  were  very  wil* 
^ing  to  unite  in  any  movement  of  that  kind.  Their 
feelings  toward  Mr.  Cliatoo,  were  exhibited  this  win* 
lor,  in  defeating  the  election  of  Jadge  Spencer,  to  stte- 
■ceed  Rufus  King  in  the  United  States  Senate,  whose 
term  of  service  expired  on  the  4th  of  March,  1S25. 
Mr.  King  bad  declined  a  re-electicm,  oo  account  of  hie 
advanced  age,  and  the  Clintonians  were  generally  de> 
sirous  of  bestowing  the  office  on  the  late  Chief  Justice. 

In  order  to  defeat  hie  electioo,  the  People's  man  in  the 
Asmle,  united  with  the  Onwfofd  Senators,  in  pfevenl- 

4ag  a  aomiaation  by  that  body.  The  iirst  day  of  Feb- 
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niiif^  vfts  fis6d)  hf  taW)  fw  iIm  dioiM  of  Smloii  Jo 

Congress.  On  that  day,  Ambrose  Spencer  was  riomi- 
oaled  in  th^  Assembly,  by  a  yoi»  oi  seveaiy-sevw  to- 
iNTly-fiva.  In  the  Senala,  a  ptttaided  atHMnpc  mi 
made  to  nominate,  with  the  following  result :  Mr. 
Spencer  was  nominated  by  Messrs.  Bmyton,  Claiky. 
Oolden,  Gnmeri  Crtry,  Mclnlyie,  MeMiohttBl,  Mor- 
gan, Spencer,  and  Wilkeson  ;  Gfm.  Tidhnadge,  hy 
Messrs.  Burt  and  Lynde;  Edward  P.  Living strni^ 
by  Mieasis*  Dudley  and  Mallory ;  Victory  Bjird^e^ 
by  Ifcesn.  Earll  and  Wright ;  Smmud  Ywrng^  by 

Messrs.  EUswoiLli  and  Uiiii^ht ;  txnd  John  W.  Taylor^ 
by  Messrs.  Gardiner  and  Ugdeu«  Tbe  rcmaming 
Saoatont  viz:  Mesars.  Bowman,  Burrows^  Gieeplyi 
Keyes,  Lake,  Lefferts,  McCall,  Redfield,  Thorn,  Ward, 
and  Wooster,  voted  each  for  a  separate  candidate.  Af- 
ter the  mult  bad  been  declared,  Mr.  Wiikeson  offered 
.a  resolutiDn,  declaring  Ambraie  Speoear  to  be  tbectn- 
didate  duly  noniiuated  on  the  part  ot'  ihe  iSenate,. 
wbich  was  lost— ayes  eleven,  nays  tweiity.  Mr.  Wii- 
keson tben  offered  a  sioiilar  resolution,  containing  tbe 
name  of  Gen.  Tallmado:e,  which  was  laid  on  the 
table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rediieid — ayes  nineteen,  nays 
twelve*  Another  resolution  was  ofibred  by  the  same 
gendeman,  declaring  Samuel  Young  nominated  by 

the  Senate,  which  was  laid  oti  the  table,  on  mniiou  of 
Mr.  Wright — ayes  twenty,nays  eleven.  At  tUisstage 
.t>f  the  proceedings,  a  message  was  roceivad  from  the 
Assembly^  stating  that  they  would  forthwith  meet  the 
Senate,  to  compare  nominations ;  whereupon  Mr* 
WilkAaott  movad  that  the  Senate  proceed  openly  Id 
nominate  a  Untied  States  9enalori  which  was  eariM^. 
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The  resoU  of  the  second  attempt  to  Dominate  was  the 
same  as  the  flist,  except  that  Mr.  Buit  voted  for  Am- 
brose Spencer :  Messrs.  Golden,  Cramer,  and  Spencer, 
for  Gen.  Tail niadge ;  and  Mr.  Redfield  voted  with 
Kr.  Thonii  for  Joseph  C.  Tates.  A  resolution  was 
then  offered  by  Mr.  Wilkeson,  nominatino-  John  W. 
Taylor,  which  was  lost — ayes  nme,  nays  tvveuty-t wo  j 
and  the  Senate  immediately  adjourned. 

The  C6n8titntion  of  the  United  States  provides, 
•*  thai  the  Senate  sliall  be  composed  of  two  Senators 
from  each  State,  chosen  by  the  Legislature  thereof  f 
and  by  the  law  of  this  State,  as  it  existed  in  1825,  it 
was  necessary  that  the  Senate  and  Assembly  should 
each  openly  uoimuate  one  person  for  the  office  of 
Senator  in  Congress,  afler  which  the  two  houses  were 
to  meet  and  compare  nominations ;  if  the  nominations 
agreed,  the  [)erson  so  noaiinaled  was  to  be  declared 
appointed ;  but  if  they  disagreed,  it  was  provided  that 
the  election  should  be  made  in  joint  ballot  of  the  Sen- 
ators and  members  of  Assembly.  The  palpable  eva- 
sion of  this  law,  by  the  m^jority  in  the  Senate,  could 
not  be  justified,  except  on  party  grounds.  Various 
pretences  were  offered,  as  excuses  for  tlieir  course ; 
and,  among  others,  it  was  said  that  Judge  Spencer  was 
not  the  choice  of  a  majority  of  the  people,  and,  there- 
fore, ought  to  be  defeated.  Although  this  may  have 
been  the  truth,  still,  neither  branch  of  the  Legislature 
had  the  right  to  assume  it  to  be  the  fact,  as  the  cover 
for  an  open  violation  of  a  positive  law ;  and  the  very 

Senators  who  defeated  the  nomination,  or  tlieir  friends 
on  their  behalf,  afterwards  offered  another  reason, 
which  was  totally  inconsistent  with  that  previously 
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Mdmd,  vix :  thai  they  coold  iu;rt  eonsdntumdjr 
"^Bigree  upon  a  partiealar  candidate.  This  plea,  if  pos- 
sible, was  slill  moie  groundless  than  the  first, because 
Ihe  &cts  and  circumstaaces  all  go  to  show  that  the 
>Dte8  in  the  Senate  were  gi^en  in  poisuance  of  a  se- 
cret understanding.  It  is  probable  that  the  friends  of 
Judge  Spencer  would  have  pursued  a  similar  coursei 
had  the  situation  of  things  been  reversedi  as  their 
feelings  toward  the  Orawford  men  and  Gen.  Tall- 
tnadge  were  peculiarly  biUer  and  vindictive;  but  this 
is  no  justification  of  the  indefensible  conduct  of  those 
Senators  who  prevented  an  election.  The  real  causes 

of  the  dcleat  of  Mr.  Spencer  were  these  :  the  Crawford 
men  were  opposed  to  himi  because  he  was  friendly  to 
Mr.  Adams,  and  had  so  sTOwed  hiniself  in  a  letter  to 
Mr.  St.  John,  a  member  of  the  Assembly  from  Mont- 
H^omery  county :  The  supporters  of  Gen.  Tallmadge 
imagined  that  he  might  be  appointedi  by  joint  reso- 
lution, in  ease  no  election  was  made  on  the  day  pro- 
vided by  law  :  A  portion  of  the  Adams  men  approved 
of  the  course  pursued  by  the  minority  in  the  Senat^ 
for  the  reason  that  they  coold  not  concur  in  any  thing 

connected  with  Mr.  Clinton  ;  and  another  portion, 
nmong  whom  was  Thurlow  Weed,  an  active  member 
«>f  the  Housci  from  Monroe  county,  took  the  same 
jground,  in  the  hope  that  the  Legislature  would  finally 
unite  on  Albert  H.  Tracy,  of  Budalo,  who  had  been 
elected  a  Repr^ntati?e  in  CongresSi  by  the  Clinto* 
nian  party,  and  had  voted  for  Mr.  Adams.  The  di-> 
visions  and  dissensions  which  had  grown  out  of  the 
Presidential  question  were  sensibly  felt  at  Albany, 
during  the  whole  session.  Mr.  Tan  Buren,  and  the 
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Other  Crawford  men,  were  already  determined  on  op- 
posing the  adaiioistratioa  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  sup- 
porting Oen.  Jackson  as  the  candidate  for  the  succes* 
sion.  Mr.  Clinton  and  his  immediate  friends  were 
disposed,  for  the  present,  to  keep  on  good  terms  with 
Mr.  Adams,  but  they  coincided  with  the  Crawford  party 
as  to  his  successor.  A  large  majority  of  tlie  Clinto* 
iiians,  and  a  nuuiber  of  tlie  old  Bucktails,  in  the  State, 
were,  nevertheless,  zealous  Adams  men.  The  Peo- 
ple's party  were  nearly  equally  divided  on  the  Presi* 
dential  question.  Among  so  many  factions,  therefore, 
it  was  almost  a  matter  of  impossibility  to  propose  any 
party  measure  that  would  receive  the  support  of  a 
majority. 

On  the  25th  day  of  February,  the  Senate  passed  a 
joint  resolution,  by  a  vote  of  eighteen  to  ten,  declaring 
Albert  H,  Tracy  to  be  duly  elected  a  United  States 
Senator.  The  Assembly  refused  to  concur  in  this 
resolution,  on  the  ground  that  that  mode  of  appoint- 
ing a  Senator  was  contrary  to  an  existing  law  of  the 
State,  which  remained  in  force  until  properly  repeals 
ed.  Til  is  reason,  offered  by  the  majority  in  the  House 
£or  refusing  to  pass  the  joint  resolution,  was  as  desti- 
tute of  foundation  as  the  excuses  previously  made  in 

V  behalf  of  the  Senators  who  had  oppoi^cd  tlic  nomina- 
tion of  Judge  Spencer.  The  sanctity  of  the  law  was 
legarded  as  little  upon  the  one  side  as  on  the  other;  and 
if  the  name  of  Ambrose  Spencer  had  been  inserted  in 
the  junit  resolution,  instead  of  that  of  Mr.  Tracy, 
there  would  not  have  been  a  dissenting  voice  on  the 
part  of  his  friends  in  the  House.  The  truth  is,  all 
the  difbreiit  factions  in  the  Legislature  appeared  to 
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t€t  entirely  from  party  motives ;  and,  ixx  this  view  of 
the  caMi  those  who  succeeded  in  caRying  out  thour 
projects,  were  no  more  deserving  of  e^isim  Aan 

those  who  were  defeated.  Another  resolution  was 
offered  in  the  Senate,  on  the  25th  of  Maix^h,  providing 
for  die  appointment  of  Gen.  Tallmadge  as  a  Senator 

in  Congress.  This  resolution  was  also  passed,  by  a 
vote  of  eighteen  to  ten.  Mr.  Wright  and  the  CraAv 
Ibrd  men  voted  in  favor  of  both  resolutions,  but  it  is 
probable  that  they  were  perfectly  willing  no  choice 
whatever  should  be  made.  The  last  resolution 
ftom  the  Senate  was  laid  on  the  table,  in  the  House^ 
until  the  1st  day  of  April,  when  Mr.  Wilkin  offered 
the  following  substitute,  which  was  adopted — sixty- 
one  to  twenty-nine : 

"  Mesolvedf  That  although  this  House  repose  con- 
fidence  in  the  integrity  and  talents  of  the  Hon.  Janicii 
Tallmadge,  they  deem  it  most  safe  and  expedient,  and 
most  congenial  with  the  principles  of  our  Govern- 
ment, to  adhere  to  that  mode  of  appointment  pre- 
scribed by  the  existing  law  of  this  State;  and  do, 
therefore,  not  concur  in  the  resolution  of  the  honor- 
Able,  the  Senate.''  * 

The  latter  pail  ol  the  foregoing  resolution,  was 
perfectly  just  and  proper  in  theory,  but,  in  all  proba- 
bility, it  would  have  remained  entirely  theoredcal| 
had  the  honorable  the  Senate"  chosen  to  insert  some 
name  acceptable  to  the  majority  in  the  House,  in  the 
place  of  Gen.  Tallmadge.  In  another  respect  was 
the  resolution  deserving  of  censure :  its  commence- 
ment was  manifestly  untrue,  because  it  coiivcyed  the 
idea  that  the  House,  in  the  absence  of  the  violation  of 
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m  Hiv^vou*  til 

Ucw  Mmpldatd    would  hm  been  trilling  to  eonev 

in  the  election  of  Mr.  TaUmadge.  Now  this  was 
•oertainiy  not  the  ease :  the  mi^orily  in  the  House 
iMore  opfKmd  to  Mr.  Tallmadge,  and  to  the  doetm 

of  any  })erson,  except  their  own  orjLanal  candi- 
date. It  this  had  not  been  so,  it  would  have  been  an 
eaqr  nuittor  to  lepaal  <^  thoexiatiiqr  law,^  and  provide 
m  aomo  other  way  for  the  deetion  of  a  Senator.  But, 
in  point  of  fact,  the  majority  in  neither  House  were 
prepared  to  support  the  man  nominated  by  the  other-; 
and  £»  that  leaaon  no  legiaiation  waa  badon  tfieanb- 
ject. 

On  the  18th  of  February,  Mr.  Adams  signified  his 
dorize  to  appoint  Mi.  OUnton  Minister  to  England, 
and  the  Governor's  friends,  Stephen  Van  Renselaer 
and  Thomas  Addis  Emmett,  urgently  pressed  him  to 
aaoeptit  Another  portion  of  his  adber^ts,  who  were 
dependent  upon  him  for  offloial  patronage,  insisted 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  iMr.  Adams  to  scud  him 
abroadi  in  order  that  he  might  be  out  of  the  way  at 
the  next  PMddential  election ;  and  it  is  allog^ber 
likely  that  Gov.  Clinton  himself  did  not  feel  willing 
to  leave  the  country  at  this  critical  condition  of  politi- 
cal affiurs  in  the  State  and  nation. 

On  the  SWth  of  February,  the  Govemor  addressed 
a  letter  to  Mr.  Adams,  tliankina:  him  very  kindly  for 
his  generous  offer,  but  respectfully  declining  the  ap- 
pointment. The  mission  was  afterwards  tendered  to 
Rufus  King,  who  accepted  it. 

Among  the  recommendations  made  by  Gov.  Glin* 
ten  in  his  annual  message,  was  the  oonstniotion  of  a 
dials  md  fiEom  the  Hudson  river  to  lake  Eiie^  through 
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the  fMMitb*-wieiteni  tier  of  comities.  Tanow  mMctnif^ 

were  held  in  the  section  of  the  State  to  be  benefitted 
by  the  road^  and  a  coaveution  of  delegates  and  cili^^ 
aens  was  heldin  Albonyion  the  25th  of  Fefaraary,  at. 
which  measures  were  taken  to  sustain  an  application 
to  the  Legislature,  and  carry  the  project  into  etfect- 
A  law  was  acccxcduiji^y  paased,  aathonsing  the  ap- 
pointment of  three  Oommisrioners  to  survey  the  route 
of  the  proj)osed  road ;  and  Nathaniel  Pitcher,  Jabez 
D.  Hanimoodymid  George  MoreUi  were  subsequently 
nominated  as  such  CommissiotterSi  by  the  GoTonoior^^ 
and  confirmed  by  the  Senate, 

Mr.  Fuller  resigned  the  office  of  Adjutant  General, 
shortly  after  the  inaugmation  of  Got.  Glinton,  and^ 
Oharles  G. ,  Haines  was  appointed  as  his  successor^ 
Mr.  1  [runes  filled  the  office  but  a  short  time,  as  he 
died  on  the  3d  day  of  July  loUowing.  Doct.  Bar- 
sl0W|  of  Tioga,  was  elected  Treasnrer  of  the  State^ 
durincr  the  session  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  place  of 
Mr.  Keyser.  No  other  appointments  to  o&ce,  of 
general  importance^  were  made  this  winter* 
'  Qor:  Clinton  risited  Philadelpbia,  after  the  adjonnK 
ment  of  the  Legislature,  and  partook  of  a  public  din- 
ner,  at  which  he  was  highly  complimented ;  and  ixs» 
the  summer  of  1825,  he  Tistted  Ohio  and  Kentnoky, 
in  compiiny  with  Alfred  Conkling,  of  Albany,  and 
Other  distinguished  citizens  of  the  State,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inspecting  the  pablio  works  in  progress.  His 
reputation  as  the  originator  of  the  New-Yorfc  srstem 
of  internal  improvements,  had  already  preceded  him, 
and  he  was  eTery  where  received  as  a  public  bene- 
ftetoiTi  and  greeted  with  the  moat  flattering  testimo-^ 
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iikbof  tefpaotandeiteem.  Roger  Skinner  diad  soon 
after  Ifr.  Olintoii'i  return  fnm  the  Weet,  whereupon^ 

the  office  of  District  Judge  for  the  Northern  District 
of  this  StatCj  became  vacant.  William  A.  Dner  was 
a  eandidate  for  the  office^  but  the  nomiaation  of  Mi.. 
OookUng  was  urged  by  Gov.  Clinton,  Gen.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, and  others,  and  promptly  made  by  President 
Adams.  This  appointment  was  not  satisfactory  to 
the  Adams  men  who  irare  opposed  to  Mr*  GUntoUi, 
nor  to  the  friends  of  Mr.  Diier ;  and  the  New- York 
American,  which  was  edited  by  one  of  the  ''high  mind- 
ed Federalists^,  denoonced  the  selection  in  harsh  and 
unmerited  terms.  The  Judiciary  Committee  in  the 
Senate,  of  which  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  Chairman,  re- 
ported in  fkwi  of  confirming  the  nomination,  and  the 
Senate  sustained  the  report  by  nearly  a  unanimoua 
vote.  Whatever  feelings  may  have  been  excited  by 
this  appointment,  they  mujst  have  been  soon  dissipa* 
ted,  by  the  urbanity  and  attention  to  business,  which 

have  unifonnly  characterized  Judge  Conkling  smce. 
he  has  occupied  his  present  station. 

The  completicii  of  the  Erie  and  Cbamplain  canal9 
was  eeiebrated  on  the  Sd  day  of  November,  by  thei 
discharge  of  cannon,  placed  at  intervals  along  the 
whole  line  from  lake  Erie  to  the  Hudson  river«  In 
the  cily  of  Albany  the  ceremonies  were  particularly 
interesting,  and  the  Governor  and  Canal  Commis- 
sioners were  appropriately  addressed  by  Philip  Hone, 
on  behalf  of  a  Committee  f rrai  the  city  of  New-York. 

While  Gov.  Clinton  was  enjoying  this  tribute  paid 
to  his  sagacity  and  ioiesight,  his  political  opponents 
wsfe  very  active  in  their  prepatatioas  for  the  iaU 
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okotifin  Mr«  Van  Buren  aad  his  iiiends  aimeatly 
ftplMaled  to  tiM  mmdMro  of  liie  ^ 

to  re-uniLc  m  opposing  the  Federal  tendencies,  which 
were  said  to  be  gaining  groond  in  the  country^ 
bol  they  caNfidly  aToidad  any  <qpea  intaKfonoea 
with  the  PfendeiiM  qtw^ioii.  The  (KaUmimm 
were  completely  taken  by  surprise,  when  it  appeared 
fipom  tbe  official  returns  that  a  laiga  mgority  of  tho 
mambars  of  AsMmbly  efaoam  by  the  oombmed  for* 

ces  of  tlic  Adams  and  (Jrawioid  nioiL  were  opposed  to 
the  8tate  admioistratioix.  Tiie  Senators  whose  terms 
of  offioo  expired  this  year,  wm  Messrs.  Leffisrtay 
Thorn,  Dudley,  Cramer,  Greenly,  Lynda,  Clark,  and 
Kedheld.  Their  successors  were  Joshua  bmith,  elect- 
ed in  tha  First  District }  Fato^  JL  Livingaloii,  in  the 
Seooiid ;  AinbroBa  L.  Jordan^  in  the  Third ;  John  L. 
Viele,  in  the  Fourth  ;  Charles  Stebbins,  in  the  Fifth  ; 
Peter  Uager,  2d,  in  the  ^ixth;  Truman  Hart,  m  th^ 
Seventh;  and  BthanB^AUeo,  in  the  Eighth.  Mesam. 
Livingston,  Stebbins,  and  Hager,  were  elected  by  the 
opposition  ;  and  the  other  iSenators  were  Giintonians. 
The  most  talented  members  of  the  Uoase  elected  by 
the  Olintoitians,  were  Franeis  Gmnger,  of  OntariOi 
Theodore  Sill,  of  Oneida,  Samuel  S.  Lush,  of  Albany, 
and  Aaron  Yanderpoel,  of  Columbia.  On  the  other 
side,  were  Gen.  Hoot  asid  CoL  Yomg,  Stepheo  AL- 

len,  of  New-York,  Levi  Beardsley,  of  Otsego,  Free- 
born G.  Jewett,  of  Onondaga,  and  Messrs.  Cowles,  of 
Potoam,  Booklin,  of  Jeffnson,  and  Woodcoelc,  of 
Tompkins. 

At  the  session  of  Congress,  commencing  on  tlic  first 
JfoBcby  of  Deoemtwr,  1886,  Joba  W.  Taykr,  at  iHvw 
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York|  was  chosen  Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepiesdO* 
tatiir88y  on  die  iecmid  ballot  The  prinoipal  eonpol- 

itors  for  the  office  were  John  W.  Campbell,  of  Ohio> 
Louis  McLane,  of  Delawarei  and  Andrew  ^tevensoui 
of  Yifginia. 

The  Legislstuze  of  Ibis  State  cottTened  on  the  3id 

day  of  January,  1B26.  Col .  V  onng  was  elected  Speak- 
er, by  a  vote  of  sixty-five,  to  fifty-four  in  favor  of  Stephen 
Allen*  Mr,  Allen -was  of  the  same  polhksaleentmiente 
with  Col.  Y'ouiig,  but  was  supported  by  the  Clintonians 
for  the  Speakershipi  contrary  to  his  own  expressed 
wubesyforthereaeonthathehadbeentbeoppoflingcati'' 
didate  to  Ool.  Tonng,  in  Ae  Caucus,  and  with  a  view  of 
creating  a  division  in  the  opposition  raiiks.  Edward. 
Livingston  was  chosen  Clerk  of  the  House.  The 
Governor  recommended,  in  his  message,  the  improve 
ment  of  the  Common  School  system  of  the  State,  and 
the  establishment  of  a  semuiary  for  the  insuuction  of 

again  urged  upon  the  L^islature  the 
importmice  ci  constructing  a  State  Road  through  ibJa 
south-western  tier  of  counties.  Almost  the  first  business 
of  the  eesffion  was  the  choice  of  a  United  States  Senator* 
A  bill  was  introduced  providing  for  the  election,  aecoid- 
ing  to  the  existing  law,  which  Mr.  Ogden  proposed  to 
amend,  by  substituting  a  resolution  to  designate  the 
candidate  in  each  house,  inatead  of  an  open  nomina* 
tion.  The  amendment  was  voted  down,  and  the  ori- 
ginal  bill  adopted.  Mr.  Wright,  and  the  other  Sena- 
totSf  who  had  taken  the  poaitionat  the  preceding  see* 
flion,  that  the  Smate  possessed  equal  power  with  the 
House  in  case  of  a  disagreement,  opposed  the  amend- 
ment, but  voted  in  iavor  of  the  bill.  MathanSantrmt 
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was  designated  as  the  candidate  for  Senator  at  a  Leg* 
islatiye  canciia,  and  after  resigning  his  office  as  CSian*- 
cellor,  was  almost  UDanimously  elected  to  succeed 
Mr.  King, 

Early  in  the  session  of  1826^  it  was  understood  he- 
tw^n  Mr.  Clinton  and  the  friends  of  Mr.  Tan  Boren 

in  Albany,  that  the  latter  would  support  Gen.  Jackson 
for  the  next  President.  Various  consultations  and 
conferences  were  held  by  the  Goremor,  and  Mr. 
Kuower,  the  confidential  agent  of  the  leading 
Crawford  men,  who  were  termed  by  their  opponents^ 
Ihe  Albany  Regency.  Both  Mr«  Clinton  and  Mr. 
Tan  Buren  occupied  a  peculiar  position  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Presidential  question,  and  it  was  necessary 
to  move  with  great  caution.  The  former  was  at  the 
head  of  the  Clintonian  party,  three-fourths  of  whom, 
notvv  ithi>tanding  the  well  known  preferences  of  their 
leader,  were  mciined  to  sustain  Mr.  Adams ;  and  the  lat- 
UBir  represented  the  BucktailS|  who  were  nearly  equally 
diridedas between Adamsand Jackson.  Noopen coal- 
ition was  formed  between  Clinton  and  Van  Bnren,  and 
they  ostensibly  maintained  the  positions  they  had  for 
sometime  occupied.  NeiF^rffaeless,  a  tacit  friendly 

understandinof  was  nndoiiljtedly  preserved  between 
the  Governor  and  the  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Ixom 
this  time  forward,  up  to  the  death  of  the  former  gen- 
tleman. In  the  winter  of  1825,  Ebenezer  Baldwin,  a 
very  warm  friend  of  Mr.  Clinton,  was  nominated  by 
him  to  the  office  of  Recorder  of  the  city  of  Albany,  and 
promptly  confirmed  by  the  votes  of  Mr.  Van  Bnren^ 
friends  in  the  Senate.  The  Recordership  again  be- 
came vacant,  during  the  session  of  1826,  by  the  resig- 
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The  vacant  office  of  Chancellor  was  conferred  on 
^Samuel  Joaes,  of  New-Yoik,  who  was  a  relative  of 
Mns.  Clinton.  This  nominatioa  was  eonfirmed  with- 
4mt  the  ttsnal  formality  of  referring  it  to  a  committee. 

The  election  of  State  oliicers  was  held  in  February 
<^thi8  year,  Mr.  Yates^  the  Secretary  of  State,  had 
been  an  aotive  People's  man,  and  was  adecided  friend 
of  Mr.  Adams.  Mr.  Colden,  Mr.  Viele,  and  other  Clin- 
4omaii  Jackson  men,  in  the  Legislature,  were  willing 
Aat  there  should  be  a  change  in  the  office^  and  the 
Crawford  party  gladly  availed  themselves  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  reward  one  of  tiieir  friends.  At  the  preiimma- 
ry  caucus,  AjEsriah  C.  Flagg,  the  present  GomptzoUor 
<if  the  State,  who  was  at  the  head  the  opposition  to 
the  Electoral  jaw  in  the  Assembly  of  1826,  was  nom- 
inated as  the  candidate  lor  Secretary  of  State,  and 
Abraham  Keyser  for  Treasurer,  in  the  place  of  Doctor 
Barstow.  The  other  State  officciii  were  nominated 
for  re-election.  The  appointments  were  made  in  the 
Ij^islataze  on  the  14th  day  of  February.  Mr.  Flagg 
received  nineleen  votes  in  the  Senate,  and  Mr.  Yates 
eight;  in  the  House,  sixty-two  votes  were  given  to 
the  £ormeXy  and  twenty-seven  to  the  latter.  Mr.  Key- 
ser was  elected  by  nearly  the  same  majority  over  Dr. 
Barstow.  Mr.  Marcy  was  re-elected  Comptroller;  'Mk, 
Talcott,  Attorney  General;  Mr.  Muir,  Commissary 
49eneral ;  and  Simeon  Dewitt,  Surveyor  OeneraL 

On  the  first  day  of  the  session  of  1896,  Jasper  Ward, 
a  Senatox  irom  the  First  District,  called  the  attention  of 
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the  Senate,  in  a  written  communication,  to  the  fact, 
that  chaigeft  had  been  made  in  the  New-York  Amer- 
iean  and  the  Evening  Post^  during  the  reoeei^  impuh' 

ting  to  liiin  dis}ionoi';il)le  and  corrupt  conduct,  in  pro- 
mihng  the  iaooiporatioa  the  Chatham  and  MUkSL, 
Innuiuaoe  Omipanies,  at  the  piwioiis  seiiieQ ;  and 
with  a  view  of  ^'  preserving  the  integrity  of  the  Sen- 
ate,"  and  vindicating  his  reputation,"  as  Mr.  Ward 
alledgedy  he  deeiied  that  an  c&ciBl  inquiry  ehouU  be 
immediately  made.  Mr.  Wright,  from  tfie  Select  Com- 
mittce  of  Investigation,  presented  a  report  on  tlie  25th  • 
of  February,  eetabliehing  the  ohargee  made  against 
Mr.  Waid,  heycmd  cavfl  or  doubt,  and  concluding  with 
a  resolution  for  his  expulsion.  Before  :iuy  definite 
action  on  the  iesolutio%  Mr.  Ward  resigned  his  seat 
in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Spencer  made  a  report  from  the  Committee  on 
Literature,  in  favor  of  carrying  out  the  views  of  the 
OoMmor  in  relation  to  the  Common  School  ayBtem, 
and  introduced  a  bill  providing  for  the  education  of 
teachers,  and  tlie  increase  of  tlie  fund  in  order  to  de- 
fray the  contemplated  expenditure.  The  passage  of 
the  bil  1  was-  urged  by  Mr.  Spenoeri  but  it  failed  of  be- 
coming a  law. 

ilesolutions  for  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution,. 
80  as  to  extend  the  right  of  suffirage,  and  to  give  the 
election  of  justices  <tf  the  peace  to  the  people,  were 
adopted  at  this  session,  ni  pursuance  of  the  repeated 
reeommendaiions  of  the  Governor.  Gen.  Root  opposed 
them  in  the  Assmibly,  as  he  had  previously  done  in 
the  Convenlioii  of  1821,  but  Col.  YQuiia,  and  his  other 
supporters  on  that  occasioOi  took  the  opposite  side. 
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The  resolution  for  the  election  of  justices  was  adopted 
lA  the  iiouse,  by  one  hundred  aad  sevea  ayeS|  toibtti 
jutyBf  ttao  BoSbtigt  ajnmdnidnt  wis  also  T^ifttiiniri 
by  a  strong  vote. 

The  committee  appointed  to  designate  the  route  of 
tibe  praposed  Sute  n»d  &om  Lake  £xie  to  the  Hod- 
•on,  made  their  xeport  on  the  99th  day  of  Mmb,  le* 
commending  the  construction  of  a  road  about  lour 
hundred  miles  in  length,  whicb|it  was  estimated| 
vonld  cost  not  fat  from  two  thousand  doUan 
per  mile.  A  protracted  and  animated  discussion 
arose  on.  the  ieasibility  of  lias  work.  A  strong  party 
had  grown  up  m  the  State,  and  in  the  Leg^ilatoiis^ 
wfaioh  was  composed  of  the  friends  of  the  Erie  and 
Champlairi  canals,  who  appeared  to  be  determined  in 
pssireating  the  prosecution  of  any  pubUc  work  that 
.eoull  possibly  anlei&ie  withthoseto  which  the  oonn- 
ties  they  represented  were  so  largely  indebted  for 
their  increasing  wealth  and  prosperity.  Col.  Young,. 
Mr.  Chmnger,  and  Mr.  Sill,  opposed  the  biU  for  con- 
stmcting  the  road ;  and  Qen.  Boot,  Mr.  Yanderpoel, 
Mr.  Conger,  and  Mr.  Woodcock,  advocated  its  passage. 
The  debate  on  this  question  was  finally  ended,  by  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  biU.  The  rote 
on  the  motion  to  postpone,  stood  fifty  ayes  and 
forty-eight  nays.  Of  the  miyonty,  all  but  fifteen  re- 
sided in  eonnties  lying  upon  or  near  the  £rie  and 
Cihamplain  camds.  There  were  twenty-^ht  mem- 
bers absent,  tliu  teen  of  whom  were  in  favor  of  con- 
structing the  road. . 

Judge  Rochester)  the  Eighth  Cireuit,  resigned 
his  ollice  whilu  tiie  LegisUlure  was  lu  iesbiou,  in  coa* 
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eequenoe  of  hit  being  appoimad  MmiHer  to  the  Ocn- 

^ress  of  Panama.  The  Van  Buren,  or  Crawford  par- 
ly, in  the  Legislature,  were  quite  axuuous  thai  the  va- 
cant Judgeship  should  be  bestowed  on  Heman  J.  Bed- 

iield,  oiiu  of  thn  seventeen  Seuators  who  had  voted  to 
postpone  tlic  Electoral  bill  at  the  session  of  18;^  Got* 
Olintcm  could  not  be  brought  toconsent  to  the  naaoouia* 
tion  of  Mr.  Redfield,  although  he  was  well  qualified  for 
the  station.  Had  the  Governor  consiulted  his  own  per- 
eonal  feeUogSi  it  is  probable  that  he  would  have  made 
the  nomination,  with  a  Tiew  of  preparing  the  friends 
of  Gen.  .lackson.  in  both  parties,  for  the  union  that  was 
already  in  contemplation ;  but  the  strong  pre^iudices 
in  the  Eighth  District,  where  the  Qlintoniane  were 
more  numerous  than  in  any  other  portion  of  the  State, 
against  the  opponents  of  the  Electoral  law,  induced 
him  to  refuse  a  complianoe  with  the  wishes  of  Mr* 
Van  Burai's  friends.  In  order  to  gain  tinie  for  fur- 
ther reflection  and  consultation,  Albert  H.  Tracy  was 
nominated  to  the  vacant  office,  and  confirmed  by  ^ 
the  Senator  in  the  expectation  that  he  wmiid  decline 
the  appointment,  as  eventually  proved  to  be  the  case. 
It  was  then  expected  that  Mr.  Rediield  would  receive 
the  nomination ;  and  the  Crawford  men  again  uigedhis 
name,  and  insisted  thai  something  must  be  done  in  ofder 
to  bring  a  majority  of  the  Buclitailsto  consent  that  no 
candidate  should  be  brought  forward  inopposilioa  to 
Mr.  Clinton  at  the  next  election.  TheGoremoryOnthe 

other  hand,  argued  tliat  tlie  appointment  of  Mr.  Red- 
field  would  displease  his  friends  m  the  £ighth  Districli 
«ttd  that  it  was  neoessarf  for  him  to  preserve  his 
etrength  in  that  quarter.  Some  little  leeling  was  pro- 
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duced  between  the  parties  to  these  transactions,  and  the 
SmBLte  successively  lejeded  the  nominations  of  Moses 
Bayden  and  Ashley  Sampson,  for  the  ofSce  of  Circmt 
Judge.  Toward  the  close  of  the  session,  the  Govern- 
or sent  in  the  name  of  John  Birdsall)  a  moderate  Ciin- 
lofiian,  who  was  confirmed. 

Before  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature,  each  of 
the  two  parties  held  a  caucus,  and  recommended  a 
State  Convention ;  that  of  the  Clintogians  was  appoint- 
ed to  be  held  at  Utica,  onthe2l8t  of  September;  and 
that  of  the  Bucktail,  or  Demociauc  party,  was  directed 
to  conv^ie  at  Herkimer,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in 
October. 

At  the  close  of  the  session,  resolutions  were  pass- 
ed in  the  two  houses,  complimentary  to  the  re- 
•q;ieetiv6  praiiding  officers.  Gen.  Root  alone  opposed 
the  xesolution  in  the  Assembly,  on  account  of  a  diffieul- 
ly  ihaL  lidd  arisen  between  Col.  Young  and  liuiiself,  in 
relation  to  the  appointment  of  the  committee  on  the 
hill  authorizing  the  construction  of  a  State  BjotA. 
These  two  gentlemen  never  acted  cordially  together 
after  this  session.  . 

John  Adams  and  Thomas  Jeiersony  one  the  advo- 
eate,  tod  the  other  the  author,  of  the  Declaration  of 
Lidependence,  died  on  the  4th  day  of  July,  1826. 

William  P.  Van  Ness,  Judge  of  the  United  States 
District  Court  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  York^ 
died  on  the  6th  day  of  September.  The  vacancy  in 
this  othce  was  afterwards  filled  by  the  appointment 
of  Samuel  R.  Betts^  Circuit  Judge  of  the  second  judi» 
wlGbcmt  of  this  State.  Hr.Betts  wassoccededbf 
James  Emott,  of  Dutchess  county. 
21 
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The  fnendf  of  Oen.  TaUmadge,  who  iud  Imii 
abandoned  hy  Ihe  Anti-Clintonian  party,  on  theirmttK 

ration  to  power  in  the  Ijegislature,  attempted  to  create 
an  interest  in  favor  of  his  re-nomination  for  the  oiikse 
of  Lieut  Goremor,  prevkms  to  Ibe  IMea  ConireiitixAi. 
but  their  efforts  were  wholly  unsuccessful.  The  pro- 
ceedings ol  the  Convention  were  entirely  harmoni- 
OQB.  Mr.  Clinton  was  re-nominated  without  a  diasenl- 
ing*  Toiee,  and  Henry-  Huntington,  of  OnekU^  was  se* 
lected  as  the  candidate  for  Lieutenant  (  Tovernor.  Gen. 
Van  Cortland,  ot  Westchester,  ofhciated  as  l^r^  sident 
of  the  Convention,  and  Samud  Stevens  and  Simon 
G.  Throop  were  the  Secretaries. 

The  Herkimer  Convention  met  on  the  4th  day  of  Oc- 
tober, and  organised  by  the  appointment  of  James  L.^ 
Hogeboomas  President,  and  David  R  Evans  and  Ed- 
Wcird  Livingston,  as  Secretaries.  Mr.  Van  Huren  and 
his  friends,  as  has  beenstated,  were  not  desirous  of  mak- 
ing a  nomination  in  opposition  to  BIr.  Clmlon,  but,  as 
they  dare  not  commit  themselves  openly  against  Mr. 
Adams,  they  were  compelled  to  give  way  before  the 
strong  expression  in  the  Convention.  Judge  Roches* 
ler  received  103  votes  for  Governor,  and  Nathanid 
Pitcher  98  for  Lientenant  Go\  ci  nor ;  whereupon  both 
gentlemen  were  declared  regularly  nominated.  Tlie 
VanBuren  men  in  the  Convention  did  not  make  any 
very  serious  efforts  to  prevent  the  nomination  of  Mr» 
Rochester,  although  he  was  one  of  the  most  zealous 
fiiMids  of  Mr.  Adams  in  the  State.  The  aeleotion  of  Ihe 
LieuCenaat  Qovemor  was  a  matter  of  more  important 
to  them,  as  they  confidently  anticipated  that  Mr.  Clin- 
ton would  be  re-elected  and  they  warn  dssiiraB^of 
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maintiuiung  their  ascendancy  m  the  Legislature.  Mr. 
JfitdbMt  was  accordingly  fixed  upon,  dnongh  tfieir  in* 
atnimentality ;  and  the  fact  that  he  had  been  one  of 
the  Gommissioners  for  the  Survey  of  the  State  Road, 
nd  had  recommended  its  conatnictioDi  was  a  sufficient 
arguuMOit  to  secnie  his  nomination* 


CIIAPTEB  XIII. 


1826 — Course  oi  the  Crawford  men  in  relation  to  Judge  Rocbester—* 
IU-«lietioii  of  Dewitt  CUntoa^TlM  Clintmu  tn  e«n£dMe  tm  UM' 

tenant  Governor  defeated— Jletuls  of  tb«  November  EkctioiH- 
Robert  Bogardus — Truman  Enos — William  M.  Oliver — Charles 
H.  Carroll — Abduction  and  murder  t  rW'illiam  Morgan — Progress 
ot  the  Anti-Masonic  ejLciLemeui — AiLempt  to  nominate  Ju(^ 
Koahtiter  at  Unitdl  Stetet  Smtor*  in  the  pkoeof  Ifr.  Vea  Bmn 
^-Seieionof  the  LegieletQre  in  the  winter  of  1837— Meeaage  of 
Oov.  Clinton — The  Genesee  Vnlley,  Crooked  Lake,  Black  River, 
and  Chenango  Canal*!— Po«iti')n  ni  Gov.  Clinton,  Col.  Young,  and 
Mr  Marcy,  in  relation  Lo  the  construction  of  the  lateral  Canals— 
i  he  Chenango  Canal  bill  passed  in  the  HoQaa»  hutdafiMted  in  the 
Senate— The  State  Road  question — Re-electkm  of  Mr*  Van  Bmn 
■^Movements  of  the  Clintonian  Jackson  mcn--Mr.  Keyser  re-elect- 
ed Treasurer — James  Eraott  appointed  Judge  of  the  Second  Circnit 
— R(  vision  of  the  Laws  ot  the  State — Daniel  iMoseley — Alonzo  C. 
i'aige— Francis  Oranger — State  and  National  Conventions  ol  iht 
frtesMla  ef  a  ProteotiTe  Tariff— Poaition  of  parties  inrdatio&tothe 
fjetern  of  Protection — Extra  session  of  the  L^islature  in  Septan- 
t>er — Pnlitical  prooperts  of  Gen.  Jackson — The  Presidential  ques- 
tion— Movementa  ot  the  Bucktail  pjarty  in  New-York^ — November 
Election — Moses  Warren — Nathaniel  S.  Bentou-George  B.  Throop 
^Nathaniel  P.Tallnadfce— Robert  Monell--4Meii  HeflhBan-^N»- 
than  Dayton — Robert  U.  Nicholas — Ezra  C.  Gross — Luther  Bra^ 
dish — Andrew  Stevenson  elected  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, over  John  W.  Taylor — The  Albany  Morning  Chronicle 
— Annual  session  of  the  Le^isiulure — Resolutions  in  favor  of  Pro- 
teetion— Death  of  Dewitt  Clinton— >Mr.  Van  Bnren  as  a  politieian 
^Renben  H.  Walworth  appointed  Chancellor  of  tfie  State,  end 
Esek  Cowen  Circuit  Judge— Caucus  of  the  Jackson  members  of 
the  Lei^islature — Opn.  Porter  appointed  Secretary  of  War — Na- 
tional Republican  State  Convention— Nomination  of  Smith  Thomp- 
son and  Francis  Oran^er^Anti-Maeonic  Convention— Mr.  Granger 
djecUnee  the  nomination  tendered  him  by  the  Anti-Masons — Solo* 
fDOn  flouthwick  and  John  Crary  supported  by  the  Anti  Masonie 
party — Jackson  Convention — Martin  Van  Buren  nominated  for 
Governor,  and  Enos  T.  Throop  for  Lieutenant  Governor — Disap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Pitcher— Resignation  ef  Judge  Woodworth,  and 
jippoitttmeiit  of  William  L.  Marcjr— 1886. 

fippM  aiter  the  uomiuaUons  had  beea  made  by  Um 
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two  parties  in  the  fall  of  1826,  it  became  evident  that 
tiie  contest  would  be  much  closer  dian  was  at  first 
imagined.  Mr.  Van  Baren  and  his  friends  did  not  de- 
sire to  connect  the  election,  in  any  respect,  with  the 
Presidential  question ;  and  it  was  not  until  Gen.  Porter, 
and  other  influential  Adams  and  Clay  men  in  tfie 

Cliiitoiiiari  ranks,  iirgod  their  friends  to  abandon  the 
Governor^  and  support  Judge  Rochester,  for  the  sole 
lesson  that  he  was  fiiendly  to  Hr.  Adams,  that  they 
began  to  he  alarmed  for  the  result.  The  defeat  of  Mr. 
Clinton,  who,  it  was  aheady  well  known,  would  ex- 
ert his  influence  in  favor  of  Gen.  Jackson,  must  hare 
marred  all  their  plans,  and  disappointed  all  their  ex« 
pectations.  A  ]joruoii  of  the  Crawford  men  foresaw 
this,  and  determined  to  prevent  such  a  result  at  all 
haasards*  Hr.  Noah,  of  the  New-Tork  National  Ad* 
vocate,  and  others,  carnc  out  in  decided  terms  for  Mr. 
Clinton  and  Mr.  Pitcher;  but  the  Albany  Argus,  and 
a  majority  of  the  Bucktail  papers  in  the  State,  sup- 
ported the  Herkimer  nominstion  in  good  faith.  It  has 
often  been  charged  against  Mr.  Clinton  and  Mr.  Van 
ftiren,  that  prior  to  this  election,  an  arrangement  was 
made  between  them,  by  which,  in  the  event  of  the 
success  of  Gen.  Jackson,  the  former  was  to  bo  made 
Secretary  of  State,  and  the  latter  the  next  Governor 
of  New-York.  If  any  such  understanding  existed,  the 
nnfortunate  death  of  Mr.  Clinton  prevented  it  from 
being  carried  into  effect  j  but  the  fact  that  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
len,  and  his  more  immediate  personal  friends,  sustain'* 
ed  Judge  Rochester,  with  some  apprehension,  peihaps, 
but  without  hesitation  or  evasion,  is  pretty  conclusive 
evidexK^  that  nothing  of  the  kind  ever  occurred*  It 
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if  h^niiy  in  Jkieepiiig  with  the  cbaxacter  of  Mx«  Ciin* 
ton,  to  wifime  that  b»  voQld  have  eilbar  aeefipli8&  a 
fnibocdiiiale  po«itiofi  under  the  General  GoraninMiit, 

orentnisted  the  patioiiagc  of  the  State  of  New-York 
to  those  by  whom  it  might  have  beea  wielded  ui  such 
a  maimer  ae  to  destroy  hie  hope  of  euoeeediiig  Gen. 
JacksoD. 

The  election  was  closely  coutested,  on  the  part  of  the 
Adami  and  Clay  men  who  suppovted  Judge  Roeh* 
ester,  and  many  of  Mr.  Clinton's  personal  friends  and 
adiierents  made  great  exertions  to  sustain  their  candi- 
date I  but  a  large  number  of  ToterSi  ft<m  some  cause 
or  ottter,  did  not  attend  tfie  polls.  The  whcrie  num- 
ber of  votes  polled  for  Governor  was  over  one  hun- 
'  dred  and  nincty-hve  thousand.  Mr.  Cliutou  received 
ninety-nine  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  ei^hty*jELve^ 
and  Judge  Rochester  ninety-six  diousand  (me  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five.  The  success  of  Mr.  Glintoa 
was  entirely  owing  to  the  large  vote  he  received  in 
the  south-western  tier  of  counties,  on  account  at  bis 

known  predilections  in  favor  of  the  State  road.  This 
is  evidcuit,  from  the  fact  that  Mr.  PitcheTi  who  bad 
been  so  intimately  identified  with  the  pngect,  also  re- 
ceived a  very  strong  vote  in  those  counties,  and  was 
elected  Lieut.  Governor,  over  Mr.  Huntington,  the 
Clinloniau  candidate,  by  more  thm  four  thousand 
majority.  The  Bncktail  party  succeeded  in  elect- 
ing a  large  majority  of  the  members  of  Assembly ;  and 
they  also  carried  seven  of  the  eight  Senate  Districts, 
The  only  Clintonian  Senator  elected^  was  Bobert  Bo- 
gardiis,  in  the  First  District,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Ward, 
and  recciived  the  sujpport  of  a  large  number  of  tha 
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Jackson  men  in  the  opposition  ranks.  The  remain- 
iog  Senators  chosen  this  year,  were  Benjamin  Wood- 
vvd,  ia  tha  plafid  oC  Jaumt  Bun,  in  tho  Second  Dift- 
tiiet ;  John  MeCkrty,  in  the  [daoe  of  James  Hallory, 
in  the  Third  ;  Duncan  Mc  Martin,  Jr.,  in  the  place  of 
Avehibiild  Mc  Intyioi  in  the  Fourth ;  Traman  Enoii 
in  the  plaeeof  Sfaeraiaii  Woofer,  in  the  Fifth;  Tho- 
mas G.  Waterman,  in  tlie  place  of  Isaac  O^den,  in  the 
.  i^ixth  J  William  M.  Oliver,  in  the  place  of  Jonas  £arU| 
Jlr^  in  tbo Seventh;  and  Gbailee  H.  CanoU,  in  the 
place  of  Jc^n  Bowman,  in  the  Eighth  Dietrict.  Chartos 
Dayan  was  also  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  occa- 
eiomd  by  the  lesignation  of  Mr«  Bniyton,  from  the 
Fifth  District,  and  Tiotory  Bifdseye,  to  serve  the  nn» 
expired  term  of  Mr.  Morgan,  from  the  Seventh  Dis- 
trict. The  proposed  amendments  to  the  (Jonstitutioa, 
pnmding  for  the  election  of  Jnetieee  of  the  Peace  by 
the  people,  and  removing  the  restrictions  on  the  ri^t 
of  sujSragei  except  citizenship,  and  a  residence  in  the 
State  for  one  year,  and  in  the  oounty  for  six  UMmtbSi 
adopted  by  a  large  majority.  Silas  Wright,  Jr., 
was  chosen  a  member  of  Congress  at  this  session,  m 
the  District  composed  of  th^  oouatjies  ot  JeltersoUi 
Lewis,  Oswego^  and  St.  Lawrence. 

The  abduction  and  supposed  murder  of  William 
jtforgan,  by  certain  individuals  belonging  to  the  Ma- 
aonic  fraternity  in  the  western  part  of  the  State,  which 
took  place  in  September,  1826,  oocasioned  ccmsidem* 
ble excitement  previous  to  the  election.  It  wasalledg- 
0i  a^amst  Gov.  CUnton,  wiio  then  occupied  the  h  i^rh- 
est  3Masonic  station  in  tiiis  conntry,  that  as  the  Hi^ 
Priest  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States, 
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ha  hid  htm  privy  to  ito  tnoMMstioii,  end  bad  indi- 
ndtly  Bno(mng9d  tbosswho  wm  eoneetiied  in  it; 

but  as  Jiidsfe  Rochester  was  also  a  Mason,  though  of 
ao  iafenor  gradei  thifi  charge  did  not  aliect  the  elec- 
tion  in  any  gxaat  degiae.  How  fax  the  kosmMfpb  of 
this  outrage  extended  among  the  members  of  the  Or- 
der, it  is  impossible  for  anyone  not  connected  with  it 
Id  say ;  but  from  the  aubseqnent  revelattona  mada  du- 
ring  the  continoanee  of  the  exoit^nuMit,  and  npon  the 
trials  of  the  persons  charged  with  the  commission  of 
this  grave  ofToofie,  it  is  probable  that  the  plot  was 
eonceiTed  and  carried  into  exeealion  by  a  few  indi- 
viduals, and  without  tlie  consent  or  approbation  of 
any  recognized  power  or  authority  in  the  society* 
The  particuiais  of  the  transaction,  as  they  were  afkor- 
wards  made  puUic^  are  snbslanttally  these: 

Mr.  Morgan  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  a  Royal 
Arch  MasoQ.  His  occupation  was  a  Printer,  aod^ 
in  the  summer  of  18S6,  he  took  up  his  lesideiica 
at  Batavia.  Early  in  the  month  of  August,  it 
became  known  to  the  members  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity in  the  vicinity,  that  he  was  engaged  in  preparing^ 
a  work  divulging  the  secrets  of  Free  Maacmry,  wfaieb 
was  to  be  published  by  David  C.  Miller,  also  of  Bata- 
via. A  spy  was -soon  after  placed  over  Morgan^* 
by  whom  a  portion  of  the  manoseript  was  sumpti* 
tiously  obtained.  He  was  persuaded,  however,  by 
Mr*  MiUer  and  other  friends,  to  persevere  in  the 
publication  of  the  work.  The  Masons,  finding  tlmi 
all  tlietr  threats  and  inducements  prodneed  no  effiset^ 
at  length  formed  a  conspiracy  with  their  brethren  in 
the  western  part  of  the  State,  to  separate  iiim  is^m 
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those  with  whom  he  was  connected,  and  who  were 
cantmuaUy  jMROadiiig  him  to  go  on  wilh  his  mrrift- 
tions.   On  Hie  lltfa  day  of  September,  peraoot  from 

Lockport,  ninety  miles  distant  from  Canandaiorua,  ap- 
plied at  Fort  l^uigaraibr  a  place  oi  conhacmentibr 
Morgan,  and,  on  the  morning  of  the  same  day,  he  was 
arrested  in  the  villasre  where  he  resided,  on  a  warrant 
for  petit  larceny,  issued  by  Je&ey  Cbipman,  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  in  Cttnasdaigua,  npon  the  oath  of  Ebfr- 
neaer  O.  Kingfsley.  This  vaTiant  was  plaeed  in  ttie 
hands  of  Nicholas  G.  Cheesebro,  Master  of  a  Lodge 
of  Masons  at  Ganandaigua,  who  appears  to  have  been 
0D6  of  the  most  active  agents  in  the  business.  Mr* 
Cheesebro  proceeded  to  Batavia,  with  a  Constable  and 
thiee  or  four  other  individuals,  and  after  arresting^ 
MofgttDf  letoxned  with  him  to  Oanandaigua  in  the 
eraning.  On  taking  htm  before  the  Jnstiee,  thecrim* 
inal  charge  was  abandoned,  and  a  civil  suit  instituted 
against  huQ|  on  a  demand  of  two  dollars,  in  favor  of 
Cheesebns  ^  the  assignee  cS  one  Aokiey.  Morgan 
confessed  judgment  for  that  amount,  and  an  execution 
was  forthwith  issued,  which  he  oifered  to  satisfy  by 
giving  up  his  eoat  to  the  piaintiC  Tiiis  was  refhsed, 
and  be  was  taken  directly  to  the  county  jail,  and 
placed  in  confinement.  Tnfoniiatiou  was  immediate- 
ly sent  to  Rochester  of  the  seizurei  and  on  the  eve- 
ning of  the  following  day  Morgan  was  discharged 

from  custody,  at  the  instigation  of  tlie  conspirators, 
and  as  he  passed  out  of  the  jail  was  seized  by  them, 
and  taken  a  Hew  rods  down  the  street,  where  fliey 
were  omtaken  by  a  carriage,  whieh  drove  up  in  per^ 

suance  of  a  signal  given  by  one  of  the  number* 
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Ht  WBM  than  gagged,  uid  forcibly  put  mla 
vehicle,  which  drove  away,  at  a  rapid  pace,  in 
tha  dirootioa  of  Bocbatter,  The  ptity  xiftched  tba 
6iit  eod  of  tho  rid§s  md  btyond  that  city,  about 

sunrise,  and  got  out  at  a  place  distant  from  any  liouse. 
This  cUxver  of  the  carria^fi  th^  left  them,  aud,  oa  hm 
liUura,  not  anolber  oaniage  oomiog  fma  Bocheiter» 
in  which  Morgan  and  his  abductors  were  taken  to 
Lewiston,  and  from  thence  to  Fort  Niagara.  He  was 
ihM  oonfinad  in  the  Magarinn  of  the  Foit  jfor  aoFMl 
dayti  during  which  time  eonsoltalioiis  veie  fieqiMidy 

held,  as  to  the  best  mode  of  disposing  of  hini,  and  he 
alter warik  auddeoiy  disappeared*  Various  opiniona 
have  been  pioimilgated  in  leiation  to  thia  a&ir»  but 
it  can  scarcely  be  questioned  that  he  was  murdered, 
in  order  lo  prevent  his  revealing  the  secrets  of  Masoa* 
ryi  alliuMigh  it  is  highly  piobable  that  hot  a  vmj 
aonall  mmibar  of  tboae  oooeemed  ia  the  original  ab« 
duction,  were  cogoizant  of  the  meaos  by  which  be 
came  lo  his  eod. 
Tlie  ajwitament  which  giewoot  of  ibia  tnnaactioii, 

was  almost  without  a  parallel  in  modern  history. 
The  order  of  Free  Masonry  had  flourished  on  the  coQr 
tuMQt,  and  in  thia  oouutry^  for  a  munbarof  oeaturiaa* 
Altboogh  the  aeooont  given  by  the  eiaft,  of  ita  great 

antiquity,  is  undoubtedly  fabulous,  still  the  institu- 
tion resemUesi  ia  maay  retpacta,  the  sooietiiea  of  a 
aimilajT  ohamctfar  known  among  the  aneieota,  and  e»> 

pecially  the  corporations  of  architects,  which  existed 
.  in  Komfii  under  the  nanue  of  Collegia,  or  Corjmrm^ 
and  aufaaaquanily  apcead  over  aU  Chriatian  Bnioiia. 
At  the  tune  of  the  abdnetaon  of  Motgan,  n  Tery  laign 
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mi^onty  of  the  most  talented  and  iofluential  men  in 
HbB  toasnVty  bdinged  u>  tb«  MMmifi  jfailanutjr,  and  a 
great  proportion  of  the  puUie  oiAem^  of  erery  grade 
and  cfiaracter,  were  filled  by  its  members.  It  was 
natural,  therelbr^  that  serious  lears  shouijd  be  eater- 
teined  lest  ttie  eoone  of  juetkie  might  be  pemrted, 
and  the  authors  of  this  outrage  shielded  from  the  just 
punishment  of  their  crime. 

Tfae  wlieie  comnuuiity  ima  eeived  with  ebmni  * 
ead  it  wm  laid  thet  the  numfieetiooe  of  die  Meeonie 
Order  were  so  extensive,  that  its  ujfiucnce  was  felt 
in  politics,  m  business,  and  in  religion.  The  oaths 
md  obligBlioiie  of  membership  warn  published  in  di- 
vers fonnSj  and  circulated  throughout  the  country, 
BookSy  pamphlets,  and  addiesseS|  professing  to  give 
tfae  eeerets  of  the  societfy  were  laviehl j  distribiiteiL 
Luge  end  enthosiastie  meetioge  were  held,  in  diAus* 
ent  secUons  of  the  State,  and  every  means  resorted  to, 
not  only  to  fenet  out  the  authoire  mi  instigators  of 
Ifae  ebdnction,  sod  bhng  them  to  punishment,  but 

also  to  excite  the  public  iiidigiiation,  agfainst  an  insti- 
tution that  was  said  to  be  so  dangerous  and  per- 

mems  in  its  lendeney.  The  tikd  and  oooTietkm  cC 
several  persons  oonoerned  in  the  abduetion,  so  far 

from  allaying  the  excitement,  appeared  only  to  give 
it  additionsl  strength  and  vehemence,  in  the  spring 
of  18S7,  many  of  the  town  elaotioos  in  western  NeW'* 

York  were  decided  with  reference  to  tins  qucstjon,  and 
it  was  very  soon  found  that  those  who  were  deter- 
mined to  destroy  ^  institniion  of  Fiee  Maeonrf, 
eoold  not  express  their  sentimenls,  with  so  mneh  fovea 

and  efiiecti  in  any  other  way  tiiau  dirough  the  ballot 
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box.  A  political  organization  was  soon  after  formedj 
and,  under  the  name  of  the  Anti-Masonic  party,  it  exer- 
eiml  an  infltieiice  which  is  felt  to  this  day  in  the 
politics  of  the  State. 

Judge  Rochester  left  home  soon  after  the  fall  elec- 
tkm  in  1806,  to  attend  the  Congress  at  Panama.  He 
made  only  a  tempomry  stay  at  Albany,  when  on  his 
way  to  New- York,  and  appeared  desirons  of  avoiding 
any  confidential  intercourse  with  the  leadiag  poiiti* 
dans  then  in  the  city.  It  was  already  nnderstoodi 
among  the  Adams  men  in  the  Democratic  party,  that 
his  name  would  be  brought  forward  at  the  ensuing 
ssssim  of  the  Legudature,  as  a  candidate  for  the  office 
of  United  States  Senator,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Tan 
Buren.  The  friends  of  the  latter  gentleman  were 
anxious  that  he  should  be  re-nominated,  and  as  it  was 
ftared  that  Olintonians,  and  the  Bucktail  Adams 
men  might  unite  on  Judge  Ilochesterj  iii  order  to  se- 
cure the  election  of  a  friend  to  the  National  Adminis^ 


J 

the  intentions  of  the  leading  Clintonians.  The  result 

of  the  inquiries  which  were  made,  showed  conclusive- 
ly that  even  the  Adams  men  in  the  Ciintonian  party 
were  so  much  prejudiced  against  Hr.  Rochester,  that 
they  w  ould  not  support  him,  in  any  event.  Gen.  Por- 
ter and  odier  in^uential  friends  of  Mr.  Adams,  exerted 
tbemselTestocoontenct  this  feeling;  and  it  is  also  said 
thatihe  influence  of  Mr.  Clay  in  this  State  was  also  put 
forth  with  the  same  object ;  but  all  their  efforts  failed 
ofprodttcing  the  desired  object  ]fr«  Tan  Buren  and  his 
friends,  in  the  meantime,  were  politic  enough  to  aToid 
any  open  breach  with  the  admiiiistiatiou  at  Washington* 
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The  Legislature  of  the  State  assembled  on  the  2d 
day  oC  imamy^  1827.  At  the  Democraiic  c«iicii% 
hdld  on  the  erening  of  the  let  inttent,  there  me 

three  ballolings  for  a  candidate  for  Speaker.  The 
oaly  coatest,  in  fact,  was  between  Gen.  Eoot,  who 
wae  fipported  by  the  Stete  road  iateiesty  and  Dmd 
W.  Backlin,  of  J^braon,  who  received  the  votes  of 
the  members  frieiidly  to  the  Erie  and  Gharnpiaia 
canale.  Oa  the  third  end  list  ballot,  Geo.  Boot  le- 
oeived  thirty-mne  votes,  Mr.  Bucktin  thirty-two,  and 
there  were  two  scattering  votes.  Gen.  Root  was 
elected  Speaker  iu  the  House,  by  forty-one  n^jority 
«ver  FianeuB  Grangeti  the  opposiiig  candidate^  and  on 
being  eondoeted  to  the  Chair,  he  delivered  a  speech, 
jn  which  ha  alluded,  in  a  very  unusual  manner^  to 
the  f0nU  that  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislatiuey  and 
fhoQored  with  the  Spaakei'a  Chair,  by  a  politieal 
^arty,  and  stated  that  he  should  be  actuated  by  party 
<i3Q0tives  in  appouiting  the  Legislative  committees.  He 
^ao  availed  himself  of  the  opportuuity  to  assure  hie 
:friendsj  that  he  was  "  not  willing  to  put  a  child  to 
.nurse  to  be  strangledi'^  in  allusion  to  CoL  Young's 
jcousse  at  the  pievioos  sassioDy  ia  appointing  a  eom* 
Buttee  on  Uie  State  road,  a  maj  i  iiy  of  whose  mem- 
bers were  unfriendly  to  the  project. 

The  Governor's  message  contained  a  Waiter ing  re- 
view of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Stale,  and  the 
canal  policy.  It  appeared  that  the  balance  of  debt 
due  for  the  construction  of  the  canals  was  nearly 
eight  millions  of  dollars ;  that  the  nettreveoueaiiiiqg 
tiom  tfae.toUs  during  the  pieoeding  year,  emcmilsd 
ito  upwards  of  seven  hundred  tliousand  dollars }  and 
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that  the  income  of  the  funds  pledged  for  the  payment 
of  the  Cftoal  debt,  would  laiie  the  total  amomu  o£ 
foveime  to  moio  than  one  miUion  of  doUcn.  Ao« 

coni|>^iily  in^^  this  statement,  showifio-  the  complete  and 
triiirophint  success  of  his  favorite  measure,  was  aa 
urgent  reoommoDdAtkm  in  fiiTor  of  the  eitiiigiiiiiir 
ment  of  the  public  debt,  as  beinsf  "  more  beneficial  in 
lt«eii,  and  more  anmiatiog  in  all  its  aspects  and  con- 
iequeiiefle»thaii«i7fiigitiTe^areve&  pemMuient,odvaii- 
tago  that  mutd  emanate  from  another  eouiee;"  1ia% 

so  far  from  manifesting  a  desire  to  carry  this  doctrine 
into  jM»cticai  eSoctp  the  Goveruor  went  on  to  adviso 
the  oonadnotion  of  a  State  load  fiom  Lake  Erie  to 
the  Hudson,  and  several  other  roads  and  canals  which 
would  certamly  have  increased  the  State  debt  several 
millioiiB  of  dollars.  Got.  Olinton  also  ealled  the 
tentieit  of  the  Legislature,  to  the  severe  peenniaty 
embarrassments  durinsf  the  previous  year,  which  had 
grown  oat  of  the  sudden  expansions  and  contractions 
of  bank  dieeounts,  and  suggested  the  j)roptk/tf  of  re* 
modelling  the  banking  system  ot  the  State,  iu  order 
to  prevent  the  re(^urrence  of  similar  evils. 

Shortly  after  the  commenceinent  oi  the  sessioni  up- 
pUeatkms  weie  made  to  the  Legislature,  urging  the 
construction  of  the  Genesee  Valley,  Crooked  Lake,. 
Blaek  RiWi  and  Chenango  canals.  The  eitiaena  of 
Broome,  Ohenango,  and  Madison  oounties,  weiedeei^ 

ly  interested  in  the  last  nnmed  project,  and  the  mem- 
bm  of  the  Legislature  were  constantly  beset  with  the 
importunities  ct  its  frieods,  Tiie  proposed  tenniM- 
tlon  of  the-  canal  at  Utica,  also  arrayed  hi  its  imftthe 
'influfmoe  oi  the  county  of  Oneidai  and  irom  tbenum- 
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ber  of  diffimnt  iuterests  combmed  in  support  of  the 
mea8Qi«|  it  wm  thought  advisable  to  make  it  the  en* 
tering  wedge  for  the  other  lateral  canals  in  contem- 
plation. Mr.  Marcyi  the  Comptroller  of  the  State, 
GoL  YooDgy  and  a  majority  of  the  Canal  Boardi  vrm 
oppoiad  to  the  project,  on  the  fvronnd  that  the  exist- 
ing canal  debt  ought  to  be  lirst  extinguished:  and 
*that,  if  future  improvements  of  that  kind  were  to  be 
mad^  nothing  ahould  be  done  until  there  waa  a  ma^ 

plus  revenue  from  the  canals,  sufficiently  large  to  dis- 
charge ail  the  liabilities  which  it  would  become  ne- 
eesaary  to  incnr.  Thia  of^xxrition  of  some  of  the 
leading  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Boren,  to  flie  Ghenango 
canal,  formed  the  germ  of  subsequent  divisions  and 
disBenaioiia  in  the  Democratic  party,  as  it  was  after- 
waids  organiiedy  in  which  what  was  then  known  m 

the  Oneida  interest,  became  to  a  certain  extent  liostile 
to  those  persons  who  were  desirous  of  carrying  out 
the  finandal  policy  adrocated  by  Mr.  Marey,  Col. 
TodDg,  and  others,  in  ISST.  Mr.  Granger,  of  Onta- 
rio^  and  Mr.  Sili,  of  Onondaga,  were  very  active  in 
l^pocuriog  the  passage  c£  the  bill  authorizing  theeon- 
stnietion  of  the  Chenango  canal,  through  the  Assem- 
bly. Owing  to  their  untiring  exertions  in  behalf  of 
the  measure,  it  was  finally  carried,  sixty  to  filty-one. 
In  the  Senate,  the  bill  met  with  a  determined  and  ef- 
fectual resistance ;  it  was  lost,  by  a  vote  of  fourteen 
to  ten. 

A  bill  for  constmottng  the  State  Road  thioagfa  the 
southern  tier  <tf  eonntiea,  was  imported  by  Gen.  Mck 

Clnre,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  subject,  on 
the  IStin  day  of  Jaauary,   When  the  b^l  was  taken 
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up  for  discussion,  Mr.  Granger  again  opposed  it  with 
all  his  ability  and  eloquence.  In  the  course  of  the  de- 
bate. Gen.  McCIiue  attacked  Col.  Young,  who  had  le- 
eently  published  a  pamphlet  on  Political  Economy,  in 
which  allusions  were  made  to  the  State  Koad,  and 
eharged  him  with  making  extracts  from  a  woik  by 
Dr.  McVickar,  one  of  the  professois  in  Columbia  Col- 
lege, without  giving  the  proper  acknowledgement. 
Mr*  Young  was  defended  in  an  able  and  spirited  man- 
ner, by  Mr.  Mann,  c£  Schoharie.  The  discussion  was 
continued  at  intervals,  until  the  middle  of  February, 
when  the  vote  was  taken  on  a  motion  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  of  the  bill.  The  motion  was  carried,  six-* 
ty-four,  to  forty-eight ;  nearly  aU  of  the  members  voting 
in  the  affirmative  being  residents  of  the  counties  ly- 
ing contiguous  to  the  Erie  and  Champlain  Canals. 

A  meetiDg  of  the  CUntonian  Adams  men,  was  hdd 
on  the  evening  of  the  26th  of  January,  for  the  purpose 
ot  nominating  a  candidate  for  Senator  in  Congress. 
The  Demoemlic  Adams  man  were  unwilling  toccHue 
4mt  openly  against  Mr.  Van  Buien,  and  that  gentle- 
man himself,  had  not  thus  far  indicated  any  intention 
<on  his  part  to  oppose  the  Administration.  He,  and^ 
his  immediate  friends,  were  extremely  cautions  about 
committing  themselves  on  the  rresideiUial  question, 
until  it  was  certain  that  a  majority  of  the  electors  in 
the  State,  could  be  brought  to  the  support  of  Oeneral 
Jackson.  But  two  Adamsmen  belon  ging  to  the  Buck* 
tail  party,  attended  the  CUntonian  caucus,  at  which 
iStei^en  Van  Rensselaftr  was  duly  n<xnioated  as  the 
Adams  candidate.  The  dbctioD  was  made  by  the  Le- 
gislature, ou  the  6th  of  i^'ebiuaxy  j  Mr.  Van  Burea  le- 
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mtw9i  a  \9Xg%  mqority  in  both  boom.  MMm.  Ool- 
Bogardus,  and  Yirie,  of  the  Senate,  and  Meaam. 

Birdsall  and  Bryant,  of  the  Assembly,  all  devoted 
friends  of  Mr.  Clinton  and  Gen.  Jackson,  voted  fox 
Mr.  Tan  Bnren.  This  tirenmstanoe,  and  the  tenor  of 
4hat  gentleman's  reply  to  the  customary  notilication 
•of  his  re-election,  were  the  first  indications  of  the  con* 
templated  union  of  Mr.  Clinton  and  his  Jackson 
friends,  with  Mr.  Tan  Bnren  and  his  snpporters. 

Mr.  Keyset  was  re-elected  Treasurer  of  the  State 
•on  the  20th  day  of  Febniaryi  and  on  the  31st  of  the 
same  month,  James  Emott  was  appointed  Cirenit 

Jndge  of  the  Second  Judicial  Circuit,  in  the  place  of 
Samuel  K.  Beits,  who  had  resio^ned  the  oiiice  in  conse- 
qnence  of  his  appointment  as  District  Judge  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  Southern  District  of  this  State,  to 
supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Judge 
William  P.  Van  Nets.  Oen.  Boot  had  been  super* 
eeded  as  one  of  the  Reviseis  of  the  laws  of  the  State, 
by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  in  1825,  and  Hen- 
ry Wheaton  was  selected  in  his  place.  The  latter 
gentleman  resigned  in  April  of  this  year,  after  his  ap- 
pointment as  Charge  d'Affairs  to  the  Court  of  Den- 
mark, and  John  C.  Spencer  was  appointed  by  Qov. 
CUnton  to  supply  the  Tscancy. 

The  Legislature  adjourned  on'  the  17th  of  April, 
to  meet  again  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  September, 
in  order  to  take  up  such  portions  of  the  iievised  Stat> 
ntes  as  might  be  reported  by  the  Revisers,  The  de- 
bates in  the  two  houses  during  the  session,  show  very 
conclusively  that  there  were  but  few  men  of  talent 
elected  in  the  fall  of  18S6.  The  most  piomment 
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Senafois  chosen^  were  Mr.  Bogardus,  and  Mr.  CamdL 

Messrs.  Oliver,  Waterman,  Enos,  and  Birdseye,  were, 
also  politicians  of  considerable  experience,  and  of  re* 
spectable  talents.  In  the  Hoosei  the  Democratic  parly 
was  represented  by  Gen.  Root;  Daniel  Moseley,  of 
Onondaga;  ISatlmniel  P.  Ward  well,  and  David  W.  . 
Bucklin,  of  Je^erson ;  Baron  S.  Doty,  of  St.  Lawrence; 
Alonzo  GL  Paige,  of  Schenectady ;  Alpheus  ShesmaD, 
of  ^c\v-York  ;  John  B.  Skinner,  of  Getiese(3 ;  and  N. 
B.  Cowies,  of  Putnam.    On  the  Clintoriian  side  were, 
Francis  Granger,  of  Ontario ;  Gamaliel  H*  BaistoWi  of 
Tioga  ;  Samuel  Stevenson,  of  Washington  ;  James 
Birdsall,  of  Chenango  ;  Calvin  H.  Bryan,  of  Cattarau- 
gus ;  and  Messrs.  Sill|  of  Onondagai  and  Fisti,  of 
Montgomery. 

On  the  17ih  day  of  July,  a  State  Convenuoii  was 
held  at  Albany,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  dele- 
gates to  attend  a  National  Convention  of  the  friends 
of  a  Protective  Tariff,  to  be  held  at  Harrisburgh, 
on  the  30th  instant.  The  tariff  questiou  had  not  at 
that  time  assumed  a  party  character.  Daniel  Webster^ 
and  many  of  the  leading  Federalists,  in  1820,  and  for  a 
long;  Uinc  afturwaids,  iiad  boon  opposed  to  a  protec- 
tive tariff,  but  the  general  sentiment  in  the  Northern 
States,  at  this  time,  was  in  finvor  of  the  8]rstem» 
Among  the  distinguished  men  in  the  Albany  Conven- 
tion, were  Isaac  Piersou,  and  Peter  Sharpe,  of  New- 
York  ;  Jacob  R.  Van  Rensselaer,  Elisha  Williams,  and 
James  Yanderpoel ,  of  Columbia ;  Ambrose  Spencer,  and 
Benjamin  Kiiower,  of  Albany ;  and  Samuel  Young,  of  , 
Saratoga.  Resolutions  were  presented  in  favor  of  , 
carrying  out  the  principle  of  piotection  "toamim 
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iiill  and  extended  application,*'  and  enacting  laws  for 

the  benefit  of  the  domestic  interests  of  the  country. 
Mr.  Vanderpoei  and  others  spoke  against  the  re§uiutions, 
but  they  were  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote,  and  Coi. 
Young,  Alvan  Sliiwart,  and  others,  were  appoiated 
deleofates  to  the  National  Convention. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  re-assembled  in  Sep<> 
tember,  and  remained  in  session  eighty-five  days.  No 
business  of  moment  was  transacted,  except  the  adop- 
tion of  the  first,  and  most  of  the  second,  part  of  the 
Revised  Statutes. 

In  the  snniaitir  of  1S27,  the  frieiids  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  were  busily  engaged  in  making  preparations 
for  taking  th^  field  in  support  of  Gen.  Jackson.  The 
Albany  Argus,  and  the  other  Democratic  journals 
that  were  accustomed  to  follow  its  lead,  for  a  long 
timnB  preserved  an  ominous  silence  in  relation  to  the 
Presidential  question.  The  military  reputation  of 
Gen.  Jackson  was  a  powerful  argument  in  his  behalf, 
with  a  numerous  class  of  his  fellow  citizens.  ^  great 
number  of  the  original  Federalists  in  this  State,  availed 
themselves  of  a  letter  written  by  him  to  Mr.  Monroe, 
denouncing  the  removal  of  public  officers  on  account 
of  differences  of  opinion  on  political  subjects,  as  pre- 
senting a  sufficient  reason  for  uniting  in  his  support. 
Among  others,  Samuel  Jones,  then  Chancellor  of  tlie 
State,  and  Thomas  J.  Oakley,  an  active  and  talented 
member  of  Congress,  expressed  a  determination  to 
support  Gen.  Jackson.  But  Mr.  Adams  and  his  friends 
were  by  no  means  indifferent  spectators.  Gen.  Porter, 
and  other  influential  Adams  men,  who,  it  was  under* 
stood,  acted  under  the  advice  of  Mr.  Clay,  were  ex- 
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ceediogly  anxious  to  thwart  Mr.  Yaa  Buren.  The 
Cflmnble  grouDd  of  eomplaiot  against  Mr.  Adam 
%aa,  that  he  had  deviated  from  the  State-rights  doo- 

brines,  which  were  advocated  by  Jefferson,  Madison, 
•and  Monroe ;  aodi  ia  some  respects,  Mr.  Clinton  aad 
Mr.  Tan  Bona  were  justified  in  making  this  charge, 
iiUhoiigh  they  (Joubtlcss  favored  a  more  strict  con- 
struction of  the  Constitutiou  than  was  regarded  as  be- 
ing essential  daring  the  administration  of  Monroe, 

Many  of  Mr.  Clinton's  friends  in  Yirginia,  OhiO)  and 
New-York,  desired  to  bring  him  forward  as  the  Presi- 
^dential  candidate,  but  he  repeatedly  declined  the  in- 
tended honor,  and  refused  to  do,  or  concur,  in  any 

thing  that  could  possibly  prejudice  the  success  of 
General  Jackson.  On  the  26th  day  of  September, 
^tfae  General  Republican  Commitlee  of  the  city  of  New- 
York,  held  a  meeting  at  Tammany  Hall,  and  adopted 
•the  following  resolutions : 

M§salvidf  Thai  we  view  with  undisguised  satia- 
lietion,  the  marked  preference  which  our  Republican 
fellow  citizens  have  manifested  for  the  election  of  Gen. 
Andrew  Jackson,  as  President  of  these  United  States; 
and  that  we  repose  full  confidence  in  his  worth,  integ 

lity,  and  patriotism. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  our  Repub- 
lican fellow  citizens,  in  addition  to  the  notice  of  meet- 
ing in  their  respective  wards,  that  they  elect  such 

citizens  only^  to  represent  them  in  their  different  com- 
mittees, as  are  favorable  to  the  man  whom  the  American 
people  delight  to  honor ;  and  who, in  the  language  of 
the  immortal  Jelierson,  has  filled  the  measure  of  his 
oountry's  glory/' 


Peter  Sbarpe,  James  Feirlieyaiid  ten  other  menibeni 
of  the  committee,  protested  against  the  adoption  of 

these  resolutions,  and  they  and  their  friends  subse- 
quently became  opposed  to  the  Jackson  party.  This 
prompt  and  decisiye  moyement  of  the  New- York 
committee,  was  undoubtedly  made  under  the  advice 
of  Mr.  Clinton  and  Mr.  Van  Buren.  .  It  was  soon  ioi- 
lowed  by  an  equally  decided  stand  on  the  part  of  the 
Albany  Argus,  and  the  leading  Democratic  papers  in 
the  State  ;  and  it  was  exphcitly  avowed  that  the  fall 
election  would  be  conducted  with  especial  reference 
to  the  Presidential  question.  For  two  years  Mr.  Tan 
Buren  had  been  assiduously  engaged  in  perfecting  the 
organization  of  the  Democratic  party.  His  unexam- 
pled skill  in  political  management  was  never  put  to  a 
severer  or  more  triumphant  test.  The  great  majority 
of  the  Bucktaii  party  readily  followed  his  lead  in  op- 
position to  Mr.  AdamS|  notwithstanding  many  of  them 
had  been  the  firmest  supporters  of  tfiat  gentleman  at 
the  election  in  1824.  Gen.  Porter,  John  W.  Taylor, 
Col.  Willett,  and  other  promment  mdividuals,  re- 
mained steadfast  in  their  adhmnce  to  the  political 
fortunes  of  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Clay.  Nearly  all  the 
"high-mmded  Federalists"  of  1820,  also  came  out 
against  Gen.  Jackson.  The  Adams  men  were  som^ 
'  what  taken  by  surprise  at  the  sudden  denouement  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren- s  plan,  and  when  it  began  to  be  feared 
that  the  whole  weif^ht  of  Gov.  Clinton's  influence 
might  also  be  directed  against  them,  they  did  not  seem 
inclined  to  make  any  resistance.  Meetings  werecalled, 
however,  in  New- York,  and  in  other  places,  at  which 
candidates  for  the  Legislature  were  nominated.  la 
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the  First  Senatorial  District,  Peter  Sharpe,  and  John  D. 
Ditmus  were  nonunatcd  as  the  Adams  candidates  for 
Senators.  In  the  other  DistrictSi  the  new  perty  lines 
were  not  drawn  with  so  mnch  strictness.  The  Anti* 
Miisons  in  the  Eighth  District  held  a  Convention,  and 
nominated  George  A.  S.  Crooker  as  their  candidate 
for  the  Senate,  but  the  Central  Committee  at  Roches* 
ter  soon  after  published  a  circuUiTj  alledg^ing  that  Mr. 
C.  was  unworthy  of  their  confidence,  and  recommend- 
ing to  their  friends  the  support  of  Mr.  PMer,  the  Buck- 
tail  Adams  candidate,  who  received  die  suffimges  of 
the  great  body  of  the  Anti-Masonic  jmrty. 

The  Jackson  ticketwasgenerallysuccessful  through- 
out the  State.  Nearly  all  of  the  Senators  elected,  and 
a  large  majority  of  the  members  of  Asscniltly,  were 
Jackson  men.  The  Senators  who  retired  tins  year, 
were  David  Gardiner,  William  Nelson,  Jacob  Haight, 
John  Crary,  Parley  KeyeSj  Latham  A.  Burrows,  Vic- 
tory Biidscye,  and  James  Mc  Call,  Mr.  Coiden,  of 
the  First  District,  resigned  his  seat  The  places  of 
these  gentlemen  were  filled  by  the  election  of  John 
I.  Schenck  and  Jacob  Tyson,  in  the  First  District : 
Walker  Todd,  in  the  Second;  Moses  Warren,  in  the 
Third ;  Reuben  Sauford,  in  the  Fourth ;  Nathaniel 
S.  Benton,  in  the  Fifth;  Grattan  H.  Wheeler,  in  the 
Sixth  ;  George  B.  Throop,  in  the  Seventh  j  and  Tim- 
othy H.  Porter,  in  the  Eighth.  The  most  prominent 
Jackson  men  elected  to  the  Assembly,  were  Benjamin 
P.  Butler,  of  Albany,  who  owed  his  election,  in  a 
great  degree,  to  the  fact  that  he  was  one  of  the  Re- 
visers ;  Gen.  Root,  of  Delaware;  Nathaniel  P.  Tall- 
naadge,  of  Dutchess  •  Robert  Monell,  of  Chenango , 
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Nathan  Dayton,  of  Cortland;  John  B.  Skumer,  of 
Genasee;  Alphens  Sh0ivuuii»  Ogdm  HofimaOi  and 
Robort  Bimnelt,  a  aon  of  the  dialiiigiiialiad  Irish  ad* 

Tocate,  of  New-York ;  N.  I?.  Cowles,  of  Putnam  :  Na- 
thaniel P.  Wardweii,  of  Jetferson  ;  Abijab  Mann,  Jx*, 
ofHeridmer;  Amasa  I)aiia,ofTompkins;  andSaaa* 
uel  Cheever,  of  Rensselaer.  The  Adams  party  was 
ably  represented  by  Gen.  Porter,  of  Niagara ;  Francis 
Cbrangar  and  Aotmt  Niobolasy  of  Ontaiio;  Eliaba 
WiUiaiiis  and  Killlan  Milkr, <tf  Ootnmbia;  Em  C. 

Gross,  of  Essex  :  and  Luther  Bradish,  of  Franklin. 

At  the  annual  session  of  Gongrass  in  Decemberi 
Andrew  Steirensm^  ct  yafpai^  was  chosen  Speakar, 
by  ten  majority,  over  Mr.  Taylor.  Mr.  Yan  Buren, 
and  his  friends,  favored  the  election  of  the  former, 
as  Mr.  Taylor  bad  already  beGome  identified  with  the 
political  pa;-ty  to  which  thef  were  opposed 

The  Adams  men  in  the  city  of  Albany,  became  so 
for  distrustful  of  the  Albany  Advertiser,  in  the  fall  of 
18S7,  that  they  established  a  new  paper,  tmder  the 
name  of  "The  Albany  Morning  Chronicle."  This 
paper  was  placed  under  the  editorial  supervision  of  »S.  B. 
Beach,  who  conducted  it  with  marked  vigor  and  abili- 
ty, until  the  close  of  the Prssii^ential  campaign  of  1896. 

The  New- York  Legislature  commenced  its  annual 
session  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1888.  Qen.  Root 
was  re>elected  Speaker  witfiout  oppoeition.  Trq^cis 

Seger  was  chosen  Clerk,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Livings- 
ton, who  decUned  a  re-election.  Tha  Governor  again 
recommended  additional  internal  impvoTemeiits,  and 
^e  constmctton  of  lateral  and  tributary  canals.  He 
advised  the  abandonment  of  the  circuit  feature  in  the 
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jtidiciiry  cyMn  oC  liiB  fltali^  and  ftipwwifd  in  iqfiiB* 
ion  in  &ror  of  amendinf  llMCtonlitiitimof  Uie.Uttl- 

ted  States,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  choice  of  President 
lial  Eteetors  by  single  dktriet«|  and  to  xendoff  Una 
Prarident  ineligible  for  *than  one  tam  in  me- 
cession.  The  me^^sage  also  contained  a  review  of 
the  agricuiturai  amditioa  of  the  State,  and  suggested 
to  the  ftimen  the  propriety  of  enltiTatinsf  tobme(» 
and  hemp.  Taiiow  other  leeommendatiooB  in  v^wd 
to  luiiior  matters  were  also  alluded  to  in  just  and  ap- 
propriate terms. 
In  coneequence  of  the  iUnets  of  the  lient  GoranK 

or,  Peter  K.  Livingston  was  elected  President  pro  tejii^ 
qI  the  Senate,  on  the  5th  day  of  January.  In  a  few 
daya  after  the  cornmeneement  of  the  eearion,  Mx^ 
Wardweli,  of  Jefferson  county,  introduced  the  fellow- 
ing  resolutions,  whieh  were  unanimously  passed ;  thus 
abowing  that  the  Tariff  question  was  not  regarded  as- 
a  perty  test  in  1836. 

"  Resolved^  I'liat  the  Senators  of  this  State  iii  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
ittstrueledi  and  the  BepraeeDtatiTee  of  this  Stale  aie 
requested,  to  make  every  proper  ex^on  to  efifect 
such  a  revision  of  the  Tariff  as  will  afford  a  sufficient 
protection  to  the  growers  of  wool,  hemp,  and  daac,  and 
die  mann&eturers  of  iron,  woolens,  and  every  other 

aij^le,  so  far  ns  tiie  same  may  be  connected  with  the 
in^rest  of  maoutactures,  agiicuUure,  and  commerce^ 
^  Reaahnd^  As  the  sense  of  this  Legislatore,  that 
the  provisions  of  the  Woolens  trill,  which  passed  the 
Ho  use  of  Representatives  at  the  late  session  of  Congress^ 
whatever  ad vantiqies  they  may  haye  promised  to  luan- 
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uimUktetBol  woolioa  goods^  did  not  a&NEd  adequate  en* 
eonnginMnt  totbeagikmUiirist  andgiovm 

In  the  imdsl  of  his  fame  and  usefahiess.  Gov.  Clin- 
ton expiredi  alooost  insUntaiieously,  while  sitting  in 
Im  libiary  aftor  dinneri  on  die  Uth  day  <tf  Febnitrjr, 
1^8.  His  death  was  piodoeed  by  a  eatanfaal  aibe* 
tion  of  the  tliioat  and  chest,  which,  having  been  too 
•  hmg  n^l^ted,  had  occaaiotted  a  fatal  diaeaaa  of  the 
heifft.  The  sodden  departure  of  one  who  bad  ooco- 
pied  so  high  a  position  in  the  public  estimation,  might 
well  excite  emotions  of  awe  and  regreU  The  memo- 
ry of  Dewitt  Clinton— for  it  soon  became  a  saciad  and 
a  aabttantial  memory — ^was  no  triyiid  feelinj^  to  be 
indulged  for  a  moment,  and  then  dismissed  forever  to 
the  obliYion  of  the  past  Business  was  entirely  sus- 
pended in  Albany  on  the  day  after  his  decease,  and 

the  tcstiiiiomals  of  public  respect  paid  to  his  memory 
in  the  State  and  in  the  Union,  were  numerous  and  im- 
ptessive.  On  the  arriral  of  the  iotelligm»  at  Wash* 
ington,  a  meeting  of  the  New- York  members  of  Con- 
gress was  held,  ai  which  Mr.  Van  Buren  delivered  a 
feeling  and  eloquent  address,  concluding  with  the 
following  touching  and  beautiful  sentiments : 

"The  triumph  of  his  (Mr.  Clinton's)  talents  and 
patriotism,  cannot  fail  to  become  monuments  of  high 
and  enduring  fame.  We  cannot,  indeed^  but  remem* 
bcr,  that  in  our  public  career,  collisions  of  opinions 
and  action,  at  once  extensive,  earne«t|  auid  enduring^ 
have  arisen  between  the  deceased  and  many  of  ns« 
For  mysdf,  sir,  it  gives  mea deep-felt,  though  melan- 
choly satisfaction,  to  know,  and  more  so,  to  be  con- 
scious; that  the  deceased  also  &lt  and  aoknowledged, 
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tbftt  our  political  diffimiioes  hxfe  Toem  whdly  ftae 
from  thirt  most  TenomousandeoRodiiig  of  all  potoas, 

personal  iiatred. 

'^Bul  in  other  respects  it  is  now  immaterial  what  was 
Ifae  chanKttar  of  fhoae  coUiakma.  Tbsy  ham  lieea 

tnmed  to  nothing,  and  less  than  uolhins^,  by  tlic  event 
we  deplore  \  and  I  doubt  not  that  we  will,  with  one 
Toice  and  one  heart,  yield  to  hia  memory  the  waD- 
deaerved  tribute  of  our  respect  for  his  name,  and  m 
wannest  gratitude  for  Ins  great  and  signal  services. 
For  myself^  air,  so  strong,  so  aincere,  and  ao  engroo- 
ing  is  that  feeling,  that  1^  who,  whilst  liring,  never, 
no  never,  envied  him  any  thins^ ;  now  that  he  lias 
fallen,  am  greatly  tempted  to  envy  him  iiis  grave 
with  ita  honors.^ 

The  death  of  Gov.  Clinton  was  most  fortunate  for 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  that  it  removed  the  only  barrier  to 
hia  political  advancement.  Al  though  both  theae  gen- 
tlemen were  known  to  be  friendly  to  Gen.  Jackson, 
the  former  had  not  yet  taken  niiy  decided  stand  that 
involved  a  separation  from  bis  party  frieads,  thiee- 
fourths  of  whom  were  in  favor  of  the  le-eleetioa  of 
Mr.  Adams.  It  is  not  probable  that  lie  intended 
to  take  any  such  step,  until  the  fall  of  1828,  and  even 
then  he  would  not  bam  consented  to  occupy  a  aubor- 
dfnate  position  to  Mr.  Tan  Bnhm. '  Sooner  or  later, 
a'  collision  must  have  been  produced  between  thero. 
the  result  of  which  it  is  not  difficult  to  predict.  Of 
Mr.  CSinton^a  chaiaetor,  as  a  polttician,  we- have  pie- 

viously  spoken.  With  all  his  great  and  command- 
ing talents,  be  was  too  willful  and  headstrong  to  com- 
mnid  ancceaa.  Had  he  placed  himself  entirely  in  the 
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hands  of  his  confldential  friends,  William  James, 
Archibald  He  Intyre,  Alfred  Ccnkling,  and  Sylvanus 

Miller,  who  were  all  shrewd  aiid  judicious  politicians, 
it  is  probable  that  he  might  have  counteracted  any 
schemes  formed  to  his  prejudice.  But  it  was  impost- 
ble  for  hi  111  to  cope  sin<rle-handed  with  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren.  Now  iliat  the  retirement  of  that  gentleman  to 
private  life,  has  removed  him  from  the  political  con- 
tests of  the  day,  the  most  determined  of  his  opponents 
must  concede  to  him  the  very  highest  quaiiiications 
as  the  manager  of  a  party.  It  was  ever  his  great  aim 
to  reduce  politics  to  a  regular  system.  Hence,  he  la- 
bored earnestly  to  perfect  the  organization  of  the  party 
to  which  he  was  attaciied,  until  it  formed  a  solid  and 
united  phalanx,  ready^  at  all  times,  to  carry  into  eflbct 
the  will  of  its  recoj^nized  leaders.  Mr.  Clinton  had  a 
large  number  of  lirm  and  trusty  friends,  and  he  was  • 
generally  successful  as  a  candidate  for  public  favor ; 
but,  after  all,  with  him,  party  operations  were  oftener 
the  creatures  of  impulse,  than  tlie  results  of  carclul 
and  cautious  deliberation.  Mr.  Van  Buren  made  a 
complete  diange  in  political  tactics.  His  great  forte 
was  in  the  prudential  foresight  with  which  he  guard- 
ed against  all  possible  contingencies,  and  in  the  calm- 
ness and  collectedness  he  displayed  in  meeting  every 
crisis.  Without  the  deceptive  Jesuitism  of  Talley- 
Tand,  he  was  nevertheless  equally  wary  in  commit- 
ting  himself  upon  any  question,  until  the  proper  time 
eame  for  action,  and  when  that  moment  arrived,  he 

was  as  prompt  and  decided  as  Napoleon  himself.  Mr. 
Clinton  lacked  those  essential  attributes  of  the  leader 
of  a  party,  and,  had  he  entered  into  a  contest  with  so 
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formidable  a  rival,  Avithout  the  assistance  of  others 
ia  direOuig  and  advisui^  iiimi  the  result  must  have 
ubown  that  Hr.  Tan  Boxea  va9  the  abler  and  moie 
successful  politician. 

Upon  the  death  of  Gov.  CUatoo,  the  LieuL  Gov- 
emori  Gea.  Pitcberi  became  the  acting  goTenior  of 
the  State.  In  a  Aort  time  after  hia  entiance  upon  Ae 
Executive  duties,  he  made  a  written  communicali on 
to  the  Logisiatuiei  recommending  the  passage  of  a  law 
for  the  appointment  of  a  special  prosecutor,  to  conduct 

the  investigatioDs  and  trials,  growing  out  of  the  ab-  | 
ductiou  and  murder  of  William  Morgan.   A  bill  was 
introduced  in  accordance  with  his  suggestion,  and  be- 
came a  law.*  Daniel  Hosely,  of  Onondaga  county^  re-  i 
cei^^ed  the  appoiiiluieiit  provided  for  in  the  bill. 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Clinton's  death,  his  pecuniary 
cireumstances  were  in  an  embarrassed  condition.  He 
left  four  iniiior  children,  for  whoiu  his  friends  desired  ■ 
some  provision  to  be  made.  Inasmuch  as  he  had 
serred  the  State  for  anumberof  years,  asanonnsu^tittg 
Oanal  Commissioner,  without  receiving  any  remuner-  I 
ation,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  bestow  a  compen-  i 
aation  for  his  services,  as  a  member  of  the  Canal  Board, 
upon  his  diildxen.  A  bill  was  accordingly  reported 
in  the  Assembly,  by  a  select  committee,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Edgerton,  Butler,  Granger,  Goodrich  and  Rug- 
gles,  authorizing  the  payment  of  the  salary  of  a  Canal 
Commissioner  during  the  time  he  had  held  the  office, 
and  of  Governor  of  liie  State  for  one  year,  to  his  mi- 
nor children.  Gen.  Root  and  Mr.  Mann  opposed  the 
bill  with  great  vehemence.  Gen.  Porter  also  stated 
th^t  he  could  not  vote  for  the  bill,  unless  the  amount 
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was  reduced  to  ten  thousaad  dollars,  and  he  moved 
an  amendment  to  that  efiect  Mr.  Butler  delivered 
an  eloquent  and  animated  speech,  in  support  of  the 
original  recomnieudation  of  the  committee,  but  the 
amendment  of  Gen.  Porter  was  adopted,  and  in  that 
diape  the  bill  passed,  by  a  vote  of  eighty-eight  to 
twenty-five.  It  was  also  passed  in  the  Senate  with- 
out much  opposition. 
Bills  for  constracting  the  Ghenango  and  Chemung 

canals,  were  passed  m  the  Assembly,  at  tlie  winter 
session  of  182S,  but  were  again  defeated  in  the  Sen- 
ate. The  Superior  Ck)urt  of  the  city  of  New- York 
was  established  at  this  session,  in  order  to  keep  pace 
with  the  rapid  acciiniuiation  of  busmes3  in  the  courts 
held  in  that  city.  The  presiding  officers  of  the  Ck>urt, 
aieoneChie^'Jnsticeand  two  Associate  Justices.  These 
appoiritmonts  were  first  bestowed  on  Samuel  Jones, 
€hancelior  of  the  State,  Josiah  0.  Holfman,  and  Tho- 
mas J.  Oakley.  All  these  gentlemen  had  been  leading 
and  active  Federalists,  but  they  were  now  understood 
to  be  friendly  to  Gen.  Jackson.  Mr.  Jones  iiad  near- 
ly reached  the  age  prescribed  in  the  Gonstitutioni 
which  would  have  compelled  him  to  vacate  the  office 
of  Chancel] OTj  and  he  was,  therefore,  easily  iuduced 
lo  accept  a  subordinate  appointment.  Both  himself| 
and  Mr.  Oakley,  have  continued  to  occupy  their  seats 
on  the  bench  of  the  Superior  Court,  up  to  the  present 
time.  After  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Jones,  the  oliice  of 
Chancellor  was  tendered  to  Chief  Justice  Savage,  who 
declined  accepting  it ;  whereupon  Mr.  Pitcher  nomi- 
nated Reuben  H.  Walworth,  Circuit  Judge  of  the 
Fourth  District,  who  was  duly  confirmed  by  the  Sen- 
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ate.  Esek  Cowen,  of  Saratoga,  the  Reporter  of  the 
Supreme  Coiut|  was  appointed  as  the  successor  of 
Mr.  Walworth* 

The  members  of  the  Legislature  friendly  to  Gen.  Jack- 
sou,  uomiuated  him  as  their  candidate  ior  President,  at 
a  meeting  on  the  31st  day  of  January;  and  previous 
to  the  adjonmment,  another  caucus  was  held,  at  which 
a  State  Coiiveiitioii  was  called,  at  Herkimer,  on  the 
the  fourth  Wednesday  of  September,  in  order  to  nooir 
inate  candidates  for  Governor  and  Lieut.  Governor. 
The  Adams  members  assembled  on  tiit'  Jay  of  the  ad- 
journmeut,  aud  adopted  an  address  to  tlie  Electors  of 
the  State,  denouncing  Gen.  Jackson  with  much  bit- 
terness, and  earnestly  pressing  the  claims  of  their  fa** 
vorite  candidate. 

Early  in  the  sununer,  Gen.  Porter  was  made  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  the  place  of  James  Barbour,  appointed 
niiinster  to  England.  The  office  of  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States  was  tendered  to  Mr.  Savage,  but  he  re- 
spectfully declined  its  acceptance.  Several  other  ap- 
pointments were  made  by  Mr.  Adams,  through  the 
inHuence  of  Mr.  Clay,  in  order  to  coiniteract  the  move- 
ments of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  but,  as  the  sequel  proved, 
without  much  success.  A  Convention  was  also  held  * 
at  Albany,  on  the  10th  day  of  June,  of  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Adams.  Amoug  the  delegates,  were  Ambrose 
Spencer,  Samuel  B.  Komaine,  Gerht  Smith,  and  John 
A.  King.  Alexander  Coffin,[of  Hudson,  presided,  and 
Robert  L.  Hose,  of  Seneca,  and  Peter  Sharpe  of  New- 
Y<»rk,  officiated  as  Secretaries.  An  address  and  reso^ 
lutions  were  adopted  and  published,  expressiaf  the 
views  of  the  delegates,  in  relation  to  the  Presiden-  • 
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tiftl  que0tiOD,  but  the  Coavwtioii  adjonnied  withoot 

making  aiiy  definite  arrans^ements  for  the  election. . 
A  secood  Convention,  for  ilie  nonuiiation  of  6tate  oifi- 
ceis,  was  held  on  the  22Dd  day  of  July»  oi  which 
James  Fairlie,  of  New- York,  was  President,  and  Til- 
ly Lynde  of  ChenaogOi  and  Tiiomas  Clowes  of  Rens- 
selaeor,  weie  Sacxetaries.  'Anugorityof the JoneCon- 
yentioii  'Were  in  favof  of  nominating  Praneia  Oranger 
for  Governor,  who  had  already  become  quite  popular 
with  the  Anti-Masons,  but  at  the  subsd(j[uent  Conven* 
tioD,  it  was  thought  adviaahie  by  the  members  who 
now  claimed  to  represent  the  National  Republican 
part}'-,  to  nominate  Smith  Thompson,  fox  Governor^ 
and  Mr.  Granger,  for  Lieut  Governor, 

The  Anti*Ma8ona  of  twelve  of  the  western  counties 
held  a  Convention  at  Leroy,  on  the  6th  day  of  March, 
1828,  at  which  Samuel  Works,.Henry  Ely,  Frederick 
F.  Badnis,  Frederick  W|iittlesey,  and  Thurlow  Weedi 
were  appointed  a  general  central  committee.  This 
committee  subseq^uently  issued  a  call  for  a  State  Con- 
ventioUi  which  assembled  at  Utica,  in  August,  and 
nominated  Mr.  Granger  for  Governor,  and  John  Cra- 
ry  for  Lieut.  Governor.  A  resolution  was  adopted  by 
this  Convention,  declaring  that  it  was  expedient  for 
diem  "  wholly  to  disregard  the  two  great  political  par-  « 
ties,"  in  the  State,  ^-aiid  to  nominate  Anti-Masonic 
candidates  for  Governor  and  Lieut.  Governor."  Both  . 
the  candidates  they  selected  were  open  and  avowed 
Anti-Masons,  but  Mr.  Granger,  wha  had  evidently 
been  disappointed  at  not  receiving  a  similar  nomina- 
tion from  the  National  Republican  Convention,  after 
CQUfiidecable  hesitatiein,  finally  decided  to  decline  the* 
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nomioAtioa  of  his  Anti-Masome  iriends,  and  to  aceepi 
ftiit  made  by  the  first  CmiTmtioii.  TMsdecieioiiwM 

entirely  unexpected  by  the  Anti-Masons,  andforsome 
time  they  were  unable  to  agree  upon  a  candidate. 
£Momon  Southwick,  who  had  hem  one  of  the  most 
acdTe  agents  in  estaUishmg  the  party,  was  afterwards 
nominated,  at  a  meeting  held  in  Leroy,  and  although 
several  county  conventions  protested  against  the  se- 
lection, he  was  generally  supported  by  the  Anti-Ma» 
^ns  in  the  western  part  of  the  State. 

The  proceeduigs  of  the  Jackson  Convention  held  at 
Herkimer^  m  Septeinberi  were  quite  harmonious.  Ifir. 
Tan  Boren  was  seleeted,  with  entire  unanimity,  as 
their  candidate  for  Governor.  It  was  at  thattime  an- 
ticipated that,  in  the  event  of  Gen.  Jackson's  eiectioUi 
Mr.  Van  Buren  would  receive  a  Cabinet  appointment; 
■consequently  the  selection  of  a  Lieut.  Go\  eniorwas  of 
more  than  ordinary  importance.  Gen.  Pitcher  confi- 
•dently  expected  a  le-nomination,  but  the  Convention 
decided  in  favor  ofEnos  T.  Throop,  then  Judge  of 
the  Seventh  Circuit.  Mr.  Pitcher  was  much  cha- 
igrined  at  this  result^  and  never  fiwgave  the  leading 
Jackson  men  at  Albany,  who  were  then  known  as 
the  Regency,  for  their  interference  in  the  matter,  aud 
he  afterwards  united  with  the  opposition  j)arty. 

The  extra  session  of  the  Legislature  commenced  on 
the  9th  day  of  September.  The  principal  business 
transacted,  was  the  consideration  and  adoption  of  sev- 
eral chapters  of  the  revised  laws  of  the  State.  Judge 
Woodworth  resigned  his  office  during  the  session,  to 
take  effect  on  the  21st  of  Januar^^,  1S29,  and  Wm.L. 

Marcy  was  appointed  by  the  Governor  and  ^>enatey  to 
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succeed  him.  Mr.  Throop  also  xesigoed  the  ofhce  of 
Ciieiiit  Judge,  and  Gen  Pitcher  nominaled  Duuel 
Moscley  to  fill  the  vacancy ;  but  the  Senate  declined  to 
«ct  upou  any  further  nooaiuations  unUi  the  new  Gov- 
ernor had  enteied  upon  the  disefaaige  of  hie  official 
dutiee.  At  this  session  of  the  L^^ialaliiie,  Mr.  liy* 
ingston  resigned  the  office  of  President  pro  to?^..  of  the 
Senate,  and  Charles  Dayan  waa  chosen  in  his  piaoe. 
lb.  Carroll  resigned  his  seat  as  a  member  of  that  bo* 
dy,  on  the  6th  day  of  October. 
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2825 — Position  of  the  Anti-Masnnic  party — Mr.  Granp:er  and  Mr. 
Crary — Success  of  the  Democratic  Ticket — Particulars  of  the  Fal! 
Election — William  H.  Maynard — Millard  Fillmore — Legiaiatura 
of  iaS9-*Th«  Bdmty  iNtnd  8yit«m--CliartM  S.  DnOUj  «tfleted 
a  Senator  in  Congress — Greene  C.  Bronson  elected  Attoniiy 
eral,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Talcott — Silas  Wright,  Jr.,  appointed 
to  3urc*'f  li  Mr.  Marcy  in  the  Office  of  Comptroller — Hi^ault  of  the 
Preaidentiai  Election — Mr.  Van  Buren  appointed  Sii^retarY  of 
State— The  Chenango  Canal — Death  of  Jolm  Jay— Addiaon  6ar* 
diner  appointed  Circuit  Judge  of  the  Eighth  Circtth—Removala 
made  by  the  National  A (hninistration— November  Election — Al- 
vin  Bronaon — Levi  Beardsiey — Charles  L.  Livingston — Legisla- 
tive Session  of  IS30— Cbarles  Stebbins,  George  R.  £>ayia»  and 
James  Raes,  appointed  Bank  CommisiioneTa— Refxnt  of 
Canal  Commissioners  in  relation  t  j  ihn  C:i<  i  ango  Ganal — Cir- 
culation of  Small  Bills — The  Working  Men's  party — Nomi- 
nation of  Gen.  Root  by  the  Working  Men,  and  his  refusal  to 
accept — Substitution  of  Kzekiel  Williams — The  Anti-Masons  as 
a  Political  party — The  Albany  Evening  Journal — ^Francis  Gran- 
ger and  Samuel  Stevens  nominated  for  Gorernor  and  Ueotea* 
ant  Governor,  by  the  Anti-Masonic  State  Convention — Nom* 
inr^tion  of  Enos  T.  Throop  and  Edward  P.  Livingston,  at  the 
Herkimer  Couventiun — liie  Fall  Election — Henry  A.  Foster — 
William  H.  Seward — ^John  W.  Edmonds — Dudlej^  Selden — John 
A*  Dix  appointed  Adjutant  General— Bfovements  in  behalf  of  Mr. 
Cl«y— I<egulature  of  1831— Judge  Marcy  elected  to  the  United 
States  Senate,  and  Samuel  Nelson  appointed  to  succeed  him — Rob- 
ert Monell  and  Chiirles  H.  Iluggles  apjxMntoii  Cir^^iiit  Judges — Op- 
position to  lie-chartering  the  United  i^tatcis  iiank — Distribution 
of  the  Surplus  Rerenue  proposed— Resignation  of  the  members 
of  Gen.  Jackson's  Cabinet — Appointment  of  Mr.  Van  Baittn  aa 
Minister  to  England — National  Republican  Convention — Jonas 
Earll,  Jr.,  appointed  Canal  Commissioner — November  Election- 
George  W.  Patterson— John  1.  Morgan — Silas  M.  StjUweU — Myn- 
dert  Van  Sehatek— Isaac  R.  Van  Dozer— Jededkh  MQlei^— Finaa- 
cial  Policy  of  Gov.  Throop,  and  Mr«  Wright-^Lsgislative  Session 
of  19o2 — Rejection  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and'his  nomination  for  Vice* 
President — Coalition  between  the  National  Repulilicans  and  Anti- 
Masons — Ke-nomiaation  of  Messrs.  Granger  and  Stevens — Wil- 
liam L.  Maiej  and  John  IVacy  nominated     the  Herkimer  Con- 
Tention— 1832. 

The  Anti-Masoiiic  party,  as  a  body,  were  never  fit- 
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vorably  disposed  toward  the  leading  Jacksoii  men  111 
Ihe  State  i  aeUhef  did  Uiey  at  first  appear  incHucd  to 
.  ecMpmte  in  any  xaapoot  with  Urn  Nattanal  B^ufait-* 
Mr.  Granger,  and  a  few  others,  endeavored  to 
bnng  about  a  union  in  1828,  but  his  eSoxts  were  un- 
.  aTitling.  The  AatkMaaons  wm  quita  imiuUy  10 
^  hin^  bitt  II107  eoiild  tiot  be  iodooad,  as  waa  1^ 
•  anticipated,  to  adoj^t  tiie  nonanaUQiib  oi  iIjc  iSational 
Bapabiican  ConveutioD.  An  attempt  waa  thaa  luade 
to  paieoade  Mr.  Orazjr  to  dedina  the  "«»mn«*^  of 
the  Anti- Masonic  Convention,  in  the  hope  oi  stcnring 
the  election  q£  Mr.  Urauger  as  Lieut  Governor;  aud 
that  gMitleman  at  one  tiaM  ocmsanted  to  the  anaiig»» 
metit,  provided  Mr.  Qfaranger  would  fiist  dedina  the 
Guberiiatoriai  nomination.    This  was  accordingly 
done,  but  Mr«  Cxary  afterwards  ratused  to  fulfill  his 
part  of  the  agteemant.  The  eanTaae  irai  eoiidiietid 
with  spirit  and  enthusiasm.    The  Jackson  men  were 
CQufident  of  a  triumphant  victory.   Neither  the  N&- 
tknal  BepabUeaOy  or  Demoeiaticeandidalafl^  oauld  ha 
charged  with  being  tmder  the  inflneBOsof  Fi^  Mason- 
ry,  Mr.  Granger  was  highly  popular  witli  the  Anti- 
Maaoni)  but  Judge  Throop  had  alao  aeciued  tboir 
ntopect  and  esteem,  by  hia  indepeodeDt  eoune  at  the 

trial  of  Lawson  and  oLheis,  in  January,  1827.  While 
ienteocmg  the  prisouaia  ou  this  occasion,  he  alluded 
to  Che  Ami-MeaQok  eonoilaniui^  in  the  foUoving  akK 
%ueut  and  manly  lan^age : 

"  Your  conduct  has  created,  in  the  people  of  tiiissec- 
tion  ot  the  oouttbry,  a  atnog  £aaUng  of  Tiitnoiia  indigw 
oaliaa.  TheCkHUtfajoiceslowitawwit.4ahaaiiadaear^ 
taiu  that  a  cilizea's  ^eiaou  cannot  be  invaded  by  law- 
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less  vioieucei  without  its  being  felt  by  every  individu* 

•1  in  tbe  oottummitjr*  It  kaUeasodqpiinl,ai»dvedo 
hope  tfmt  it  will  not  tnifaride ;  that  it  will  bt  aeoaift> 

paiiied  by  a  ceaseless  vigilance,  and  untiring  activity, 
until  every  actor  ia  tiiis  profligate  conspiracy,  is  hunt- 
ed fiom  his  biding  f^aee,  and  brought  befim 
bunals  of  his  country,  to  receive  the  punishment  mer- 
ited by  his  crime.  We  ihiiik  we  see  in  this  pubUc  sea- 
Mtioni  die  spirit  wliieh  bio^ht  UB  into  eiifte^ 
mtum,  and  a  pledge  that  our  rights  and  libartiet  aie 

destined  to  endure.** 

Tlie  election  resulted  very  difierentiy  from  the  gen- 
anal  axpadation  ct  the  Jackson  party.  There  were 
upwards  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-six  thousand 
votes  cast  for  Governor.  Mr.  Van  Buren  received 
ene  hundred  thir^-siz  thoosand,  seven  hundred 
moA  nhietjr4bnr;  Mr.  Thmnpsm,  one  handled 

six  thousand,  four  hundred  and  forty-four ;  and  Mr. 
flouthwick,  thirty  three  thousand,  three  hundred 
and  Horty-flve.  The  TOte  aa  the  Lieut  GoTemor 
did  not  diUbr  materially  from  that  on  Governor.  Mr. 
Van  Buren  and  Mr.  Throop  were,  in  point  of  fact, 
elected  by  a  minority  of  yoles ;  but  the  result  vould 
not  have  been  diAvent,  had  the  Anti-Masonic  party 
never  existed.  John  Birdsall,  Circuit  Judge  of  the 
Eighth  Circuit,  John  C.  Spenc^,  and  a  great  number 
ef  Ae  Anti-Masons  in  vestem Near-York,  vei»origi- 
nally  staunch  Jackson  men,  and  they  would  undoubt- 
edly have  supported  the  Democratic  ticket,  had  the 
Mcnganaffidr  never  taken  place.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  a  unicm  tik^ket  had  been  adopted  by  the  National 
Bepublicans  and  Anti-Masons,  in  1828,  a  much  larger 
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sumbtt  of  tbe  Masons  belonging  to  the  Adams  paity 
vmM  haT6  ieeeded,  than  eventually  lefoaed  to  eoiH 

cur  in  the  coalition  formed  in  1830.  The  opiiiioy, 
therefore,  which  has  been  often  advanced,  that  if  Mr* 
Qmty  hfld  declined  the  Anli-Maeonic  neminatkm  Ibr 
Lieut.  Gkmrnor,  Mr.  Onuiger  would  have  been  cer> 
tauiiy  elected,  is  not  only  unwarranted,  but  an 
impartial  leview  of  the  condition  of  political  partiea  at 
that  time,  must  certainly  lead  to  the  convietion,  that 
he  would  luive  been  defeated  by  from  fifteen  Lo  twen- 
ty thousand  majority. 

Aldtough  the  Anti-Masons  positiveiy  refused  to  con- 
nect themselves  with  either  of  the  other  parties,  in  re- 
gard to  Slate  aiians,  they  generally  voted  for  the  Ad- 
ams Electoral  ticket^  because  hisoppcoient  was  aMa^ 
SOD,  and  hdonged  to  one  ci  the  highest  grades  in  the 
Order.  For  this  rfasou,  the  vote  on  Electors  was 
very  close ;  eighteen  of  the  number  chosen  were  for 
Gm.  Jackson,  and  sixteen  for  Mr.  Adams,  At  the 
meeting  of  the  Electoral  College,  the  two  State  Elec>- 
tors  designated  by  those  elected  in  the  several  districts, 
were  finendly  to  Jackson.  The  city  and  county  of 
New- York,  and  the  counties  of  Westchester,  Dutchess, 

Ulster,  Orange,  Delaware,  and  Greene,  gave  heavy 
Jackson  majorities.  Several  of  the  southern  and  west* 
em  counties  also  gave  an  unexpected  vote  for  the 
Democratic  ticket.  The  majority  in  Tompkins  and 
Tic^a  was  nearly  seventeen  hundred,  and  m  Cayuga 
it  was  seventeen  hundred  and  forty-thiee.  In  Hne 
counties  of  Albany,  Rensselaer,  Ww^ngton,  St.  Law- 
rence, and  Oneida,  majorities  were  given  for  the  Ad- 
ams Electors.   The  vote  for  that  ticket  in  the  Eighth 
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District  was  very  lar?e  :  Genesee  and  Orleans  civin^ 
over  three  thousand  majority;  and  Chautauque,  Bri€| 
and  HmgmL,  four  liumsand  thrae  hnndied  and  twentjr^ 

three.  The  aggregate  majority  for  the  Jackson  Elec- 
tors in  the  Statei  waa  five  thousand  three  hundred 
aodfiftjr. 

The  Senalora  ohoaon  at  Ae  fall  Election,  in  189^ 

were  Stephen  Allen,  in  the  place  of  Jacob  Tyson ; 
Samuai  Bexford,  in  the  place  of  Wells  Lake ;  Lewia 
Eaton,  intheptaeeofBiohaidMclfichael;  Johnlfe 
Lean,  Jr.,  in  the  place  of  John  Crary ;  William  H.  May- 
nard,  in  the  place  of  Charles  Dayan ;  John  F.  Hub- 
baid,  in  the  place  of  Stukeiy  Eilaworth ;  Hiram  F. 
.  Mattier,  in  the  place  of  John  O.  Spencer ;  Moses  Hay- 
den,  in  the  place  of  Samuel  Wiikeson ;  and  George  H. 
Bonghton,  to  fill  the  racaney  occaaioDed  by  the  leaig*-- 
nstkm  of  Mr.  Carvoll.  Mr«  McLean  iraa  elected  as  an 
Adams  man,  but  acted  with  the  Jackson  party,  in  op- 
poattioii  to  the  Anti-Masons.  Messrs.  Maynard,  Ma- 
ther, Bougfaton  and  Hayden,  belonged  to  die  Anti- 
Masonic  party.  Mr.  Maynard  was  a  man  of  fine  tal- 
^tSy  and  took  a  high  stand  in  the  body  of  which  he 
was  a  member.  In  the  Assembly,  there  was  a  major- 
ity of  Jackson  men.  Messrs.  Paige,  Mann,  Skinner, 
Nicholas,  Bradish,  and  Gross,  were  re-elected.  The 
two  gentleman  last  named,  were  National  BepuUi- 
cans.  Chandler  Starr  was  chosen  by  the  same  party, 
in  the  county  of  Albany,  aad  the  Anti-Masons  elected 
Millard  Fillmore  in  Erie,  PhiloG.  Fuller  in  Livingston, 
and  Ahner  Haaeltine  in  Chatatiqne. 

Peter  Robinson,  of  Broome  county,  and  a  warm 
friend  of  the  Chenango  canal,  was  elected  Speaker  of 
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Ihe  AsMiiMy,  by  the  Jaekion  memberti  at  the  annual 
aession  of  the  Legislature  in  1829.  Mr.  Van  Buren's 
first  message  was  anxiously  looked  for,  and  did  not 
disappoint  the  confidence  of  his  party  in  the  talents 
whieh  had  secured  his  elevation  to  the  Gubernatorial 
chair.  He  highly  complimented  Mr.  Clinton,  for  Ihe 
great  services  he  had  rendered  to  tiie  State,  as  the 
Xiinililg|iP  in  ^pvliii^  of  intermd  improvements ;  but 
aa^lArtijiiilB^  terms,  the  construction 

of  any  of  the  lateral  canals  which  were  in  contempla- 
tion. It  was  understood  that  the  Governor  concurred 
iftMriM  vtchvs  of  Hr^^Marcy  and  Col  yf^m^i  in  rela- 
tion to  ihe  financial  policy  of  the  Stat^,  but  the  mes- 
sage carefully  avoided  any  definite  avowal  of  his 
<qnnions.  He  reoomm^ded  the  abolition  of  the  auc- 
tion monopoly ;  the  prohibition  of  all  expenditures  of 
money  at  elections,  except  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
printing ;  the  repeal  of  the  district  system  ;  and  the 
choice  of  Presidential  Electors  by  general  ticket.  But 
the  most  important  subject  discussed  in  the  message, 
was  the  Safety  Fund  banking  system,  the  leading 
features  of  which  were  communicated  to  Mr.  Van 
Buren  by  Joshua  Forman,  of  Onondaga  county. 
This  plan  had  been  submitted  to  Thomas  W.  Olcott, 
Isaac  Bronson,  Benjamin  Knower,  and  other  experi- 
enced bankers  in  the  State^  and  had  received  their  un- 
qualified  approbation.  A  large  number  of  the  bank 
charters  were  about  to  expire,  and  the  urgent  demand 
of  the  people  for  a  change  in  the  existmg  system,  in- 
duced Mr.  Tan  Buren  to  urge  it  upon  the  Legislature 
in  a  subsequent  message,  in  which  the  details  of  the 
measure  were  more  clearly  presented.  A  bill  was 


atewuda  UfmuA  by  Mr.  Vmgt,  nhwnMn  of 
bink  oommittee  in  the  Home,  in  aceoidanes  with  the 

views  of  the  Governor,  which  became  a  law  oa  the 
2d  day  of  April.  During  the  winter  session  also,  a 
law  was  passed  pioviding  &r  the  choice  of  PiesideiK 

tial  Electors  by  sfeneral  ticket. 

Mr.  Yau  Buren  having  resigned  his  seat  in  the  Seur 
ate  of  the  United  States^  in  eonaeqneiioe  of  his  elec- 
tion to  the  office  of  Oovemor,  Charles  E»  Dudley,  one 
of  his  most  attached  personal  and  political  ixiends^ 
was  appointedi  by  the  Legislatore^  as  his  suceessor.. 
Mr.  Dudley  leerived  serenty-nine  volse  in  the  JUk 
sembly,  and  iwenty-tliree  in  the  Senate.  The  irreg- 
ular habits  of  Mr.  Talcott,  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  StatOi  ied  lo  bis  resignation  early  in  tiie  sessioii^ 
and  the  office  was  conferred  on  Greene  C.  Bronson^ 
a  clear-headed  and  skillful  lawyer,  from  the  county 
of  Oneida,  and  the  present  Cliief  Justice  of  the  State* . 
Mr.  Gross,  of  the  county  of  Essex,  also  became  so 
deeply  addicted  to  intemperance,  that  he  died  of  dc- 

lixium  tremeud  before  the  adjournment  of  the  Legis- 
lature. 

At  the  election  of  State  officers,  in  February,  Silas 
Wright,  Jr.,  was  appointed  Comptroller,  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  Marcy ;  Messrs.  Flaggi  Keyaeri  Dewitt,  and 
Muir,  were  re*elected  without  mudi  opposition.  The 

nomination  of  Mr.  Moseley,  as  Circuit  Judge  of  the 
Seveuih  Circuit,  previously  made  by  Mr.  Pitcher^ 
was  renewed  by  Mr.  Tan  Buren,  and  confirmed  by 

the  Senate.  The  office  of  special  counsel  for  the 
Morgan  affair,  made  vacant  by  tiie  promotion  of  Mr.. 

Moseleyt  was  conferred  on  John  C.  Spencer.  Mr.. 
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Spencer  was  at  this  time  opposed  to  the  dominant 
jparty  lu politics,  but  las  untiring  zeal  and  mdefatigabia 
CTWFf Mffit  IP  behalf  of  tbo  Antv^MttMiiic  came  ran^ 
dered  the  appointmeiit  quite  eoeeptable  to  his  polili- 

cal  friends;  and  Mr.  Van  Buron  did  not  wish  to  be- 
stow the  office  on  any  one  intinuUeiy  cqanected  with 
himeeU^  lesi  il  might  theieefter  prove  prejodiciet  to 
his  own  interests.  The  Anti-Masons  professed,  and 
xaost  of  them  were,  undoubtedly,  sincere  in  the  ex- 
prenion  of  this  fedingi  to  be  utteily  indifimot  be- 
tweentfie  two  parties;  and  they  insisted  tbatthejr 
had  no  desire  to  connect  the  prevailing  excitement 
with  political  questions*  In  this  view  of  the  case,, 
therofoie,  the  appointniMit  of  Mr*  Sp^seer  was,  per- 
iiaps,  the  most  appropriate  that  could  have  been  made» 
A  State  Convention  wa^eld,  in  the  city  of  Alba- 
ny) by  the  AntiJAaMmic  party,  in  the  month  ct  Feb- 
mary,  but  no  piooeedings  weie  institoted,  eioepl  in 

relation  to  the  subject  of  Free  Masonry. 

The  result  of  the  Presidential  election  in  the  Union 
WB8|  that  Andrew  Jackson  received  one  hnndradand 
seventy-eight  votes  for  President,  and  John  duincy 
Adams,  eighty-three.   John  C.  Calhoun  received  one. 
hundred  and  seventy-one  votes  for  Vice  Piesident ; 
Bidiaid  Rash,  eighty-three;  and  William  Smith,, 
seven.    Immediately  after  the  inauguration  of  Gen. 
Jackson,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  othcially  notified  of  his. 
appointment  as  Seomtary  of  State.  This  annonnoe- 
mont  was  far  from  being  unexpected,  but  the  Gov- 
ernor was  unwilling  to  detach  himself  from  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Democratic  party  in  this  State,  without 
tfaieir  eoirdial  approbation.  A  meeting  of  the  leading. 
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Democratic  members  of  the  Legislature  was  held,  at 
which  Mr*  Van  Buien  was  pnsenty  and  stated  that 
he  f^aided  himself  as  being^  in  die  hands  of  his 

friends,  and  was  prepared  to  abide  by  their  decision. 
The  unaiumoas  voice  oi  the  meeting  was  in  favor  of 
his  aecepting  the  apfNrintment}  and  on  the  Idth  day 
of  March,  he  communiealed  to  the  Legislature  his 
resignation  of  the  office  of  Governor.  Resoiutious  of 
congratulation  were  passed  in  both  howas  c£  die 
Legislatore,  by  a  lari^  majority.  M r.  M aynaid  op* 

posed  their  adoption  in  the  Senate,  on  the  ground 
that  Mr.  Van  Bureu  had  beeu  elected  under  an  im- 
plied pledge  that  he  would  senre  during  the  Constito- 
tional  term;  but  these  objections  were  not  favorably 

entertained. 

Lieut.  Gov*  Throop  took  leave  of  the  Seuatei  in  a 
lengthy  address,  setting  fcnrth  his  opiniom  in  regaid 

to  the  n^ianagcinent  of  pubhc  ailairSj  and  reviewing 
the  history  of  political  parties  in  the  country.  Like 
Mr.  Tan  Boren^he  refrained  from  giving  any  ddSoiile 
expression  of  his  views  upon  the  canal  policy  of  the 
State,  so  for  as  it  was  connected  with  the  construction 
ofnewwdrim.  Charles  Stebbins,  a  Senator  &om  tha 
Rfih  District,  was  eleeted  Pfesidmtof  die  Senate 
tem.f  after  Mr.  Throop  assumed  the  duties  of  Governor. 

A  bill  for  constructing  the  Chenango  canal  was  la- 
jseled  in  the  Honssy  in  committee  of  the  wiiole ;  bota 
substitute  was  afterwards  presented^  providing  for  the 
survey  of  the  route,  and  wthorizing  the  Canal  Com* 
misrionam  to  constmct  the  work|  when  dny  beema 
satisfied  that  die  cost  would  not  exceed  one  mSBon 
•  of  dollars  ^  that  there  would  be  a  sufficient  supply  of 
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water ;  and  that  tlie  amoant  of  folk  fer  the  fint  ten 

years  would  keep  the  canal  lu  repair,  and  pay  the  in- 
terest on  the  ongiaai  cost.  In  this  shape  the  biU  be- 
came a  law.  An  act  for  theconstmetion  of  ttie  Ghe- 
mun^  canal  J  was  also  passed  at  this  session.  The 
Legisiatura  adjourned  on  the  5(h  day  of  May,  after 
auMSting^  more  diaii  lime  hundred  laws.  A  large  mib- 
jority  of  the  old  banks  were  re-chartered,  and  eleven 
new  ones  were  incorporated. 

J<^  Jay  died  on  the  17th  day  of  May,  at  die  age 
of  eighty-lhree  years.  He  bad  for  a  long  time  r^ 
mained  aloof  from  the  political  contests  which  were  in- 
cessantly going  on  around  him  ]  but  that  good  spirit  of 
noieMilion  and  lespeet,  which  is  aiwa3rs  awakened  at 
the  contennplation  of  consistency  and  purity  of  char- 
acter, sent  forth  spontaneously  its  tribute  of  regret. 
Mto  of  all  sentiments  and  opinions  cordially  and  sor- 
rowfully united,  in  the  expression  of  Aeir  grief  at  the 
public  loss.  A  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  bar  in 
attendance  at  the  May  term  of  the  iSupreme  Ckmrt  in 
New-Tork  was  held,  at  whieh  a  committee  was  «^ 
pointed,  consisting  of  Greene  C.  Branson,  James  Tall- 
madge,  Joshua  A.  Spencer,  D.  S.  Jones,  George  Grif- 
fin, and  J.  J.  Roosevelt,  who  reported  a  esries  of  ap- 
propriate resolutions  whieh  were  tinanimoariy  adopt- 
ed. But  the  highest  eulogy  which  can  be  pronounced 
to  the  memory  of  John  Jay  is,  that  amid  all  the  blan-* 
dishmenls  of  puMic  favor,  and  in  despite  of  the  cof- 
rupt  influences  which  were  often  employed  by  his 
friends  to  mislead  him,  he  preserved  his  integrity  as 
a  statesman  and  poUtioian-^^  feiithf al  among  the  bMh 
less  found.'' 
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eity  of  New<-T^rk,  on  the  S9d  day  of  Sepilemlier,  for 
the  purpose  of  acting  on  certain  noiuiuatioiis  to  oUice, 
irhkh  theGoTorocNr  thought  it  was  necessary  to  malce 
in  advance  of  the  regnlar  session.  Mr.  Biidsall  haT« 
ing  resigned  the  oiiice  of  Circuit  Judge  of  the  Eighth 
Circuit,  Addison  Gardiner,  of  Aochefiter,  the  present 
lient.  Governor  of  the  State,  was  appointed  to  fill  Uie 
vaeancy,  on  the  ^th  day  of  September. 

mie  removals  from  office  made  under  Gen.  Jack- 
son's a^ministrationi  were  very  numerous.  In  tfa» 
State  of  New-Tork,  these  changes  were  attributed  to 

Mr.  Van  Burcii,  and,  althoiis^h  many  of  his  opponents 
had  participated  with  great  gusto  in  the  searching 
operations  of  the  difBarent  councils  in  existence  da- 
ring the  contest  between  the  Lewisites  and  the  Clin- 
tons, they  were  very  zealous  in  condemning  him  for 
introducing  the  New-Tork  system  at  Washington. 
An  attempt  was  made  to  bring  this  to  bear  on  the  fall 
election,  but  with  little  or  no  effect.  The  National 
Bepubiicans  had  become  too  disheartened  after  the 
resoU  of  the  great  contest  in  I8289  to  make  much 
exertion,  and  they  Avere  already  satisfied  that  they 
could  accomplish  nothing  without  the  assistance 
of  the  Anti-Masons.  The  election  resulted  high* 
ly  favorable  to  the  Jackson  party.  They  elected  their 
Senators  in  all  the  Districts,  except  the  Eighth,  wiiich 
was  the  principal  theatre  of  the  Anti-Masonic  excite* 
mailt,  and  now  began  to  be  termed  ^  ike  infwted  DU^ 
irict,^^  Albert  H.  Tracy  was  elected,  by  the  Anti- 
Masonic  party,  in  that  District,  by  about  eight  thous- 

In  theother  portions  of  the  State,  many 
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that  rtielaekiOiinMiiaiid  Aali-WmommM  mom  come 

into  collision,  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  at  this 
-daetkm.  Tba  SeoaUns  dmeQ  this  yeU|  w«ia 
Alphrai  Shermaii,  in  the  place  of  Joflhua  Smidii 

in  the  First  District;  Nathaniel  P.  Tallraadge,  in 
the  place  of  Peter  R.  Livmgstoa^  who  had  recently 
dumged  his  pditieii  and  become  an  ardent  day 
man,  in  the  Second ;  Williain  Deitz,  in  the  place 
of  Ambrose  L.  Jordan,  who  resigned  his  seat  on 
the  fixst  day  of  the  preceding  session,  in  the  Thiid; 
baao  Gere^  in  the  place  of  John  L*  TMe^  in  the 

Fourth  :  Alvin  Bronson,  in  the  place  of  Charles  Steb- 
bins,  in  the  Filth;  Levi  Beardsley,  in  the  pUceof 
Peter HagwTi 8d, in  the  Sixth;  Thomas  AnnstiDOgy 
in  the  place  of  Truman  Hart,  in  the  Seventh ;  and 
Albert  H.  Tracy,  in  the  place  of  Ethan  B.  Allen,  in 
the  Eighth  District.  Mr«  Bogardua,  of  the  First  Die* 
triet,  lesigned  Us  aeat  in  tfie  Senate,  on  the  4lh  day 

of  May,  and  Jonathan  S.  Conklin  was  elected  to  suc- 
ceed him.  Three-fourths  of  the  m^^bers  of  Assem* 
Uy  elect  were  Jackscm  men.  Messrs.  Boot,  Paige, 
Mann,  Bradish,  Fillmore,  Granger,  Nicholas,  Fuller, 
and  Uazeltine,  were  again  returned.  The  other 
pfominent  memhem  chosen,  were  Charles  L.  Ut- 
ingslen,  <i  New-York ;  Geofg«  R*  Davis,  of  Rmsse- 
laer;  Richard  L.  Smith,  of  Cayuc^a  ;  and  Aaron  Van- 
derpoei}  of  Columbia,  who  were  all  activeand  zealous 
Jackson  men;  Samud'S.  Lush,  of  Albany,  a  Nalionai 
Republican,  or  Clay  man,  and  Thurlow  Weed,  of 
Monroe,  one  of  the  leading  Anti-Masons  in  the  KigiUh 
IMstiict. 
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The  Legislature  coavei)^  on  the  5th  day  of  Jauu- 
tty,  18a0«  Qm.  Bool  19U  le^IootMl  Speaker^  by  sixty- 
Ihm  Rugority  omr  Mr.  Gmng«r.  Four  of  t^e  Na- 
tional Republicans  cast  blank  votes.  They  would 
nointfOKi  Qen*  Boot,  baeause  he  was  a  Jackaon  maoi ; 
ngr  Mr*  Giaager,  baeaaae  he  had  beeome  a  conUr mad 
Anti-Mason.  William  M.  Oliver  was  chosen  Presi- 
dent of  the  SanaXe,  pra  iem^  in  the  place  of  Mr»  Steb- 
faitti,  ^oae  tma  had  ezpited*  The  measage  of  tiie 
acting  Governor  was  principally  confined  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  matters  connected  with  the  internal  police 
of  Iha  State.  la  lagaid  to  tfao  public  finaneiBy  he 
amwad  it  aa  hia  oipniios,  Aata  direct  tax  would  soon 

become  necessary  to  defray  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
Govarnniont,  in  consequence  of  the  dimuiution  of  the 
Geoaral  Fund*  Ha  did  not  lacoauiieiid  any  additjop- 
al  improvements,  either  by  roads  or  canals ;  but,  in 
connection  with  the  extension  of  the  public  worka^  he 
m&nad.  to  the  ooatemiriatad  diriaton  of  the  aiiij^oa 
'lefaaua  of  the  Ganaml  OoirMiiiietit  attung  the  SCataa,. 
as  a  measure,  against  which  "no  valid  objection"  ex- 
isted, and  from  which  a  considerable  augmentation 
of  the  fimda  of  the  State,  appUeablo  to  th«ee  otoacts^ 
might  be  reasonably  anticipated. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  Safety  Fund  law,  the  Qo- 
vanunr  and  Senate  wen  authorisad  to  appojttt  one 
Bank  Oomiiiiaaiaiier,  and  the  banks  theBMelrea  wiare 

required  to  elect  two  in  addition.  Charles  Stebbins,. 
late  of  the  was  nominated  by  Gov.  Thioop^ 

and  duty  eonfiimad.  Geoige  B.  Dam,  of  Tray,  a&d 
James  Ree«,  of  Geneva,  were  selected  by  the  banks. 
At  the  winter  session  of  the  iiegislature,  the  New- 
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York  bwks  x^peated  the  eiiort  they  had  made  during 
the  provuHis  winter,  to  pnxMUPe  die  modificeliiNL  of 
the  Safety  Fund  law,  and  made  application  for  char- 
ters under  it.  Gen.  Koot  and  Mr.  Granger  came  out 
wannly  and  deekiedly  against  the  whole  ayatem,  and 
danouiiced  it,  aa  tbey  had  formerly  done,  upon  the 
ground,  that  it  was  injudicious  in  itself,  and  unjust 
to  the  old  banks,  and,  thereforai  unwortky  of  con&- 
dence.  GeOr  Soot  had  for  eome  tune  been  unfimr- 
ably  disposed  toward  Mr.  Tan  Buren  and  his  friends 
in  this  State,  and  it  wa^  said  that  he  had  been  disap- 
pointed at  not  reodiving  the  office  of  Bank  Coounia^ 
sioner*  Before  the  chne  of  the  aession,  he  began  to 

exhibit  symptoms  of  disalicction,  which  terminated 

at  a  later  day^  in  his  separation  iiom  the  lianooratic 
party. 

The  Canal  Commissioners  made  their  report  in  re- 
lation to  the  Chenango  canal,  on  the  21st  day  of  Jan- 
nary.  They  stated  that  they  hadandved  at  theopin- 
ion^  that  the  work  would  coat  more  than  one  million  of 

dollars;  and  that  it  would  not  produce  au  amouut  of 
toils,  in  connection  with  the  increased  toll^  on  the 
Biie  canal^  equal  to  the  interest  of  its  cost,  and 
the  expense  of  its  repairs  and  superintendence,  or 
of  either  of  them.  That  portion  of  the  report  af- 
fecting the  Chenango  canal,  hae  feneraUybeen  at- 
tributed to  Col.  Young.  Although  many  of  the 
facts  and  inferences  therein  stated  were  not  accept- 
able to  a  number  of  the  leading  politicans  in  Oneida, 
Madiaco,  Chenango,  and  the  other  counties  thai  sk- 
pccted  to  be  benefitted  by  the  construction  of  the 
canai|  the  public  were  soon  afterwards  convinced  of 
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liMtr  fiAtrfUmm,  firm  Alaige 
nunorilf  «tf  the  mmlieffl  •of  the  Assembly  were  stfll 

'sealous  in  behalf  of  the  work.  A  bill  was  introduced^ 
and  uii^tly  pressed  by  Mr.  Granger  and  others, 
lb.  Mann,  and  the  majority  of  the  Democratk  mem- 
bers, opposed  the  measure.  The  bill  was  iinally  lost, 
by  a  vote  oi  sixty-one  to  fifty-one. 

Mr.  Keyser  vaa  re-eleoted  Treaauieri  cm  the  ISIh 
&y  of  Febraary.  The  opposing  candidate  "tirai 
Creorge  Merchant,  who  had  been  an  active  Republi- 
can from  the  year  1798  down  to  the  division  in  the 
party  growing  ont  of  the  Presidential  contest  in  IflSl 

Mr.  Merchant  received  but  twenty- three  votes  in  the 
Assemblyi  and  four  in  the  Senate. 

A  caiKQS  of  tibe  Jackson  members  of  the  Legislatme 
wm  held  on  the  ISthdayof  Febmary,  at  which  Gen. 
Jackson  was  nominated  for  a  second  term ;  and  a  res- 
olntion  was  adoptedi  directing  a  State  Conveotion  to 
be  hsid  at  Herki  imer,  on  the  8th  day  of  September^ 
for  the  nomination  of  a  Governor  and  Lieut.  Governor. 
Gen.  Koot  was  present  at  this  caucus,  and  participa- 
ted in  its  proceedings, 

Mr.  Lash,  a  National  Bepnblican  member  from  Al- 
bany, but  who  always  claimed  to  be  a  FederaHst  of 
-die  straitest  sect,  offered  a  resolution  in  the  Assem- 
bly, on  the  18th  day  of  March,  instracting^  the  Bank 
Committee  "to  inquire  as  to  the  expediency  of  prohib- 
iting the  circulation  of  all  bank  notes  of  a  less  denom- 
ination than  five  ddliars.^  The  resolution  was  adop- 
ted, forty-nine  to  twwity-three ;  members  of  all  par- 
ties voting  in  favor  of  its  passage. 

A  new  party^  called  ^  The  Workii^  Men's  Fwy,'' 
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WM  formed  this  winter.  It  oripnated  with  the  nlbai* 

ter  builders  in  the  city  of  New^^  oik,  who  luid  for  a 
long  time  besieged  the  Leorisiaturei  in  vaitj,  for  the 
passage  of  a  law  giving  the  person  performing  any 
labor,  or  furnishing  any  materials,  in  and  about  the 
construction  of  a  building,  a  lien  on  the  saaiCi  for  the 
value  of  such  work  or  materials.  One  of  the  prittei-* 
pies  avowed  by  the  Working  Men  was^  opposition  to 
the  banking-  monopoly;  but  after  they  had  extended 
their  organization  to  the  cities  and  villages  in  the  in- 
terior, men  of  all  classes  and  grades,  merchants,  me^ 
chanics,  capitalistSj  operatives,  and  professional  men, 
attached  themselves  to  the  party.  A  Working  Men's 
ConTention  was  held  in  Albany,  on  the  16th  day  of 
April.  Elislia  Dorr  was  Ghairman,  and  Arnold  Nelson 
and  Halsey  Woodruff  were  the  Secretaries.  The 
Cionvention  decided  to  make  a  nomination  for  Gov* 
emor;  whereupon  Gen.  Root  was  selected,  with  great 
unanimity,  as  their  candidiUe.  For  several  moiithsj 
Mr.  Hoot  was  perfectly  silent  in  relation  to  the  refusal 
or  acceptance  of  the  nomination,  but  the  proceedings 
of  a  meeting  held  by  the  Working  Men  in  (he  city  of 
New-York,  in  the  month  of  June,  compelled  him  to 
decide  what  course  be  would  take.  In  reply  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  address  him,  he  stated  that  he 
felt  bound  to  sujiport  the  1  lorkinier  noiiuiiahon,  pro- 
vided It  was  fairly  made ;  and  that  he  could  not,  for 
that  reasort,  accept  the  one  which  had  been  tendered 
to  himself. 

It  became  evident,  in  the  winter  of  1B30,  that  the 
Anti-Masonic  party  wonld  soon  become  the  leading 
opposition  party  in  the  State.  A  Convention  waa  held 
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by  them,  at  Albany,  in  February,  and  a  resokitioa 
adopted  authonzinor  a  &Utd  GoavoQUoo  to  bo  fiaiied. 
'niey  had  long  Ml  the  want  cfh  nowapapar  organ  al 
the  Capital,  and  measures  were  taken  to  establish  the* 
Albany  Evening  Journal,  before  the  close  of  the  ses- 
aion.  The  leaders  of  the  party  were  qaita  Ibrtonattt 
in  the  adectftoii  of  Tborlov  Weed,  a  member  of  the 
Assembly,  from  Monroe,  as  its  editor.    Mr.  Weed  had 
pablisbed  a  Cliotonian  paper,  at  £oche8ter|for  fioverat 
yean,  and  it  vaa  at  tbia  time  the  meet  prominent  Anti- 
Mason  ic  journal  in  western  New- York.    His  zeal,  tal- 
eats,  and  mde&tigable  peraeverancei  have,  probabiyi 
eotttribnted  mom  to  atnngthen  the  party  whose  vs 
he  has  repiesenlsd,  than  those  of  any  other  single  ia^ 
divjdaal  in  tlie  State.    The  Anti-Masonic  State  Con- 
Yention  assembled  at  Utica,  iu  August,  1830.  Dele- 
gates  weie  in  attendance  from  forty-eight  couatieB^ 
Francis  Granger  was  unanimously  nominated  for 
Governor,  and  Samuel  Stevens,  of  New- York,  who 
was  partially  identified  with  the  Working  Men,  wss 
sele<^  as  the  oandidate  for  Lient.  Goremor.  John 
Crary  was  a  caiididate  before  the  Ck>avention^  but  re- 
ceived only  seventeen  votes. 
At  the  Herkimer  Convention,  in  September,  a  pow 

crful  elFort  was  made  by  the  friends  of  Gen.  Root,  to 
procure  his  nomination  for  the  oiUce  of  Governor* 
On  the  informal  ballot,  Mr.  Throop  receired  seventy^ 
eight  Totes;  Oen.  Boot,  forty;  and  John  Savage,  four. 
An  eflfort  was  tiien  made  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  iioot 
to  adjourn,  but  without  success ;  and  on  the  second 
baUot,  Mr.  Thmop  received  ninety-three  votes,  and 
was  declared  uominated.   »Siiai>  \\  right,  Jr,,  who  wa^ 
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a  mnodmr  of  ibe  Coaveoiiop,  cttmA  (be  utual 
MotmkminMkliii^  the  noouiiation  unftniinoiii,  which 

was  opposed  by  the  friends  of  Gen.  Hoot,  but  passed, 
vitb  a  alight  modificalioii.  £d  ward  P«  LiviogatoOi  of 
Golombia  (soimty,  one  of  <^  the  aeTealeeii  Senatoia,'* 

was  nouiinated  for  Lieut.  (Governor.  The  opposing 
candidates  ware,  Jesse  Buel,  and  John  Tracy  ol  Che- 
oaogo  eeonty ;  the  former  reoeifed  elerem  yotesi  and 
the  latter  twenty-eight.  Gen.  Root  was  by  no  means 
satisfied  at  the  result  of  the  Coiiventioii,  and  be  $uf- 
fertd  a  portion  of  the  Working  Men  to  persiet  id  ma* 
kiflf  him  their  candidate  for  Governor,  until  after  hie 
nomination  to  Congress,  when  lie  peremptorily  do* 
clioed  being  considered  as  occupying  any  such  poai- 
tioD*  A  small  number  of  the  Working  Men,  who  were 
probably  influenced,  to  a  gfreat  degree,  by  the  adliering 
Masons  in  the  National  liepublican  party,  afterwards 
net  together  in  New-Torki  and  nonoinated  Esekiel 
miUamSi  of  Cayuga  county,  in  the  place  of  General 
Bool. 

The  contest  previous  to  the  election,  was  warm  and 
aninaated.  The  majori  ty  of  the  National  Republicans 
supported  the  Anti-Masonic  nominations  ;  a  Knrge  por- 
tioaof  them,  however,  particularly  those  residing  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  State,  united  with  the  Jackson 
party  ;  and  a  small  number,  who  were  dissatisfied 
With  both  parties,  voted  for  the  Working  Men's  can- 
didate. The  result  of  the  election  was  a  maitsr  of 
snrpriae  to  all  parties.  Mr.  Gianger  receiTed  a  very 
heavy  vote  in  the  Sixth  and  Kighth  Districts;  and  it 
is  probable  bis  frieods  had  con^dently  expected 
that  the  Chenango  canal  interest  would  eecure  his 
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election*  It  is  certain,  at  least,  that  tbejr  were  deeply 
idiagrined  at  the  resnlt.  The  whole  nnmber  of  votes 

polled  for  Governor,  was  two  hundred  fifty-one  thou- 
fiand,  five  hundred  and  thirty-five ;  being  upwards  of 
twenty-five  thousand  less  than  the  namber  cast  ia 
1828.   Mr.  Throop  received  one  hundred  twenty- 
eight  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  forty-two  votes ; 
Mr.  GraDgefj  one  hundred  twenty  thousand,  Uixee 
hundred  and  sixty-one ;  and  Mr.  Williams,  two  thoix^ 
sand  thri'ij  hundred  and  thirty-two.    The  Sixth  Sen- 
atorial Districti  to  which  the  feeling  in  favor  of  the 
Chenango  canal  was  mainly  confined  ^  gave  Mr.  OmQ*> 
ger  more  than  two  tliousand  majority,  notwithstand- 
ing It  had  given  six  thousand  the  other  way  in  1829. 
The  majority  for  Mr,  Granger  in  the  Eighth  District, 
was  near  thirteen  thousand ;  and  in  the  Seventh,  it 
was  about  eighteen  hundred.    The  remainincf  Dis- 
tricts gave  Mr.  Throop  majorities,  ranging  from  four 
to  five  thousand  each.  Jonathan  8.  Gonklin,  who 
had  Lccii  elected  to  lill  a  vacaiicy  in  the  Senate,  was 
re-elected  for  the  full  term,  from  the  First  Senatorial 
District.  Messrs.  Woodward,  McCarty,  McMartin, 
Enos,  Waterman,  Oliver,  and  Boughton,  retired  this 
year,  and  were  succeeded  by  David  M.  Westcott,  in 
the  Second  District  i  Herman  I.  duackenboss,  in  the 
Thiid ;  William  L  Dodge,  in  the  Fourth ;  Henry  A. 
Foster,  in  the  Fifth;  Charles  W.  Lynde,  in  the  Sixtii : 
William  H.  Seward,  in  the  Seventh  ;  and  Trumbull 
Gary,  in  the  Eighth  District.  Philo  C.  Fuller  was 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Moses  Ilayden.   More  than  ninety  of  the 
members  of  Assembly  elect  were  Jaekaon  men* 
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The  most  prominent  men  brought  into  the  Senate 

at  this  election,  were  Mr.  Seward,  Mr.  Dodge,  and  Mr. 
Foster*  Mr.  Seward  was  then  a  young  man,  and 
without  much  political  tact;  but  he  possessed  remark- 

able  sliowy  talents,  a  retentive  memory,  and  a  well 
educated  and  disciplined  mind.  He  soon  becameone 
of  the  most  popular  and  effectiTO  speakers  on  the  op* 
position  side.  He  was  a  native  of  Orange  county, 
and  origuiaily  belonged  to  the  Democratic  party ; 
he  united  with  the  Anti-Masons  soon  after  the  excite* 
raent  arose  in  the  western  part  of  the  State,  and  was 
reg-arded  as  one  oi  the  most  nctive  and  jjronnsmg 
members  of  the  party.  Mr.  Dodge  and  Mr.  Foster 
were  lealouspoliticiansi  and  acquitted  themselves  cred- 
itably in  the  frequent  discussions  that  arose  in  the 
Senate.  John  C.  Spencer  was  elected  to  the  Assem- 
bly firom  Ontario  county^  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Granger. 
In  die  course  of  Hr.  Spencer's  investigations  into  the 
Moi^n  affair,  he  deemed  it  necessary  to  expend  a  por- 
tion of  the  two  thousand  dollars  reward  offered  by 
Gov*  ClintoUy  in  ferreting  out  the  authors  of  the  out* 
rage.  He  applied  to  Gov.  Throop  for  permission  to 
use  the  money  for  that  piir[)ose,  which  was  refused; 
and  the  Legislature^  in  1830,  passed  a  law  reducing 
Mr.  Spencer's  salary  to  one  thousand  dollars,  which 
he  resrarded  as  a  personal  indignity  ofB^red  to  liimself, 
and  immediately  resigned.  After  his  resignatioui  he 
labored  assiduously  to  induce  the  Anti*Masons  to  take 
round  against  the  Jackson  men,  and  organize  a  po- 
litical party,  which  was  accordingly  done  at  the  Utica 
Gonventtim.  The  Anti-Masons  in  the  county  of 
Chautauque,  made  choice  of  Judge  Burdsall,  as  one  of 
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their  members  of  Assembly.  Messrs.  Livingston  and 
Davis  were  le-eiected,  and  the  Jackson  strength  in 
the  Hooae  was  increaaed,  by  the  addition  of  John  W. 

E d mon  ds,  oiX'  o  1  im i b i  a ;  D  u d  1  e  )^  e  1  d e  i j  ,  of  e  w -  Y  o rk ; 
and  E.  B.  Morehouse  and  Schuyler  Crippen,  ol  Otsego. 

Mr*  Becky  the  Adjutant  General  of  ttie  State,  died 
in  1830.  His  place  was  supplied  by  John  A.  Dix,  of 
Cooperstown,  formerly  an  officer  in  the  United  States 
army,  a  tine  classical  scholar,  and  an  able  writer. 

J^orts  were  made  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  Olay,  in 
1830,  to  bring  him  uiio  the  Held  as  a  candidate  for 
the  next  Presidency.  He  was  regarded  as  the  author 
of  the  American  system ;  and  ameeting  of  its  friends 
was  held  in  Buffalo,  soon  after  the  dection,  which  was 
attended  by  Gen.  Porter  and  Judge  Rochester.  Strong 
resolutions  in  favor  of  the  protection  of  domestic  man- 
uftotures,  were  adopted  by  the  meeting.  On  the  IMt 
day  of  December,  a  public  meutine^  of  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Clay  was  held  in  New- York.  John  L.  Lawrence 
was  Chairman,  and  Isaac  Minard  and  Peter  Sharjie, 
Secretaries.  At  this  meeting,  ]\Ir.  Clay  was  publicly 
nominated  as  the  candidate  for  President. 

The  Legislature  assembled  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
January.  George  R.  Davis  was  chosen  S  peaker.  He 
received  ninety-one  votes,  and  thirty  were  cast  for 
John  C.  Spencer.  The  Governor's  message  was  very 
well  written,  and  repeated  the  same  sentiments  in  re- 
lation  to  the  condition  of  the  General  Fund,  the  pros- 
ecution of  the  public  works,  and  the  distribution  of 
tile  snrplus  revenue,  that  he  had  previously  advanced. 
He  suggested  the  propriety  of  modifying  die  pun- 
ishment for  arson,  and  other  capital  offenses,  and  re- 
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commended  the  abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt. 
Oa  the  1st  day  of  February,  Judge  Marcy  was  elect- 
ed to  succeed  Mr.  Sanford  in  the  United  Stetes  Sen* 
ate.  This  selection  was  esteemed  a  fortunate  one  for 
the  Democratic  party.  Mr.  Marcy  had  long  been  the 
confidential  friend  of  Mr.  Tan  Biuen,  and  had  proved 
himself  a  cautions  and  efficient  party  manager.  Sam- 
uel Nelsoii,  then  Circuit  Judge  of  the  Sixth  Circuit, 
was  appointed  to  succeed  Mr.  Marcy  on  the  bench  of 
the  Supreme  Conrt.  The  racant  office  of  Circuit 
Judge,  was  in  the  first  place  tendered  to  John  Tracy, 
of  Chenango  county.  He  declined  to  accept  it,  and 
the  Governor  then  selected  Robert  Monell,  of  the  same 
county,  who  was  confirmed  on  the  Sd  day  of  Mardi. 
The  offer  to  Mr.  Tracy,  and  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Monellj  were  probably  intended  to  soften  down  the 
feeling  which  prcTailed  in  the  Ohenango  Yaileyi 
against  the  Governor  and  his  friends.  Judge  Emott, 
of  the  Second  Circuit,  reached  the  age  imiited  by  the 
Constitution!  during  the  winter,  and  Charles  H.  Bug- 
gies, of  Dutchess,  was  appointed  as  his  successor,  on 
the  15th  day  of  March. 

While  tlie  Legislature  was  in  session,  preparations 
were  made  for  the  organizationof  aClay  party  in  tfie 
State.  Various  consultations  were  held  at  Albany, 
and  a  State  Convention  was  called,  for  the  3d  day  of 
June,  to  appoint  delegates  to  the  National  CooveotioiL 

The  annual  message  of  Gen.  Jackson,  detireied  to 
the  two  ] louses  of  Cons^ress  in  December,  1880,  ex- 
pressed an  opmion  unfavorable  to  the  renewal  of  the 
Charter  c£  the  United  States  Bank,  which  expired  in 
1S3G.    This  movement  was  justly  regarded  as  sig- 
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luticaut  of  the  course  which  would  be  pursued  by  the 
Demoomtie  paity  in  relati<m  to  the  Bank.  It  was 
foUowBd  by  the  presentatkm  of  a  xeBoIutum,  by  Mr* 
Benton,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  declaring 
that  the  Chartei  ought  not  to  be  renewed,  which  was 
kMt^twwty  to  twentj-thioe.  Both  of  the  Demo* 
eratic  Senators  from  this  State  voted  for  the  leaolu- 
tioii,  and  Mr.  Clay's  friends  op|)oscd  it.  The  same 
ittttiect  was  brought  up  in  the  New-Yprk  L^islatuie^ 
on  the  4th  day  of  Mareh.  Mr.  Morehouae  offered  the 
following  resolution  in  the  Assembly : 

Jtiesolv^  That  it  is  the  sentiment  of  this  Legis- 
laturei  that  the  Charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  ought  not  to  be  renewed." 

Messrs.  Livmgston  and  Selden,  of  New-York,  and 
Mr.  SpeneeTi  of  Ontario^  opposed  the  resolution.  Aa 
attempt  was  made  to  postpone  it  until  after  the  ad- 
Joumment.  which  failed,  by  a  lie  vote.  Hut  the  Demo- 
cratic  party  had  for  a  number  of  years  beenso  thorough*- 
ly  drilled,  that  the  great  body  of  the  members  soon 
fell  in  with  the  policy  mark^  out  by  their  leaders. 
On  taking  the  final  vote,  the  resolution  was  passed — 
eerenty-tbree  to  thirty-three.  Mr.  Livingston  and  Mr* 
Selden  voted  in  the  negativa  In  the  Senate,  several 

able  speeches  were  liiadeon  the  question.  .Mr.  May- 
nard  and  Mr.  Seward  opposed  the  adoption  of  theies* 
ohition,  but  without  e&ct  The  vole  on  its  passage,, 
was  seventeen  to  thirteen.  Three  of  the  Democratic 
Senators,  viz :  Sherman,  of  New- York ;  Rexford,  of 
Delaware ;  and  Bronsoni  of  OswegOi  voted  with  the 
minority. 

An  attempt  was  again  made  at  this  session,  to  pro- 
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cure  the  passage  of  a  bill  for  the  cotisUuctioa  of  the 
CSienaDgo  canal*  It  was  lost  in  the  Senate — sixteen 

to  fourteen.  The  Anti-Masonic  Senators,  and  five  of 
the  DemocraiSj  voted  in  favor  of  the  bill.  On  the 
10th  day  of  Haich,  ft  leeolutioii  passed  the  Assenxblfy 
without  a  divisioiT,  approving  of  the  distrHMiticn  of 
the  surplus  revenue  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Benton 
made  a  report,  in  the  Senate,  in  support  of  the  prin* 
ciple  of  distributiony  but  suggesting  that  diere  were 
constitutional  objections  to  its  adoption,  which  ought 
first  to  be  removed.  The  report  and  lesoiuuon  were 
laid  on  the  table,  and  zemained  undisposed  of  at.the 
time  of  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  lienton,  of  the  New-York  Senate,  was  appoint- 
ed District  Attorney  for  the  Northern  District  of  New- 
York,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Beardsley,  elected  to  Con* 
gress ;  his  seat  was  vacated,  therefore,  beiuic  the  close 
of  tile  session. 

At  the  time  of  the  riection  of  Gen.  Jackson,  in  1898, 
it  was  indirectly  understood  that  he  would  not  be  a 
candidate  for  re-election.  Mr.  Van  Bu ren  had  already 
fixed  his  mind  on  the  succession,  but  it  was  feazed 
that  he  could  not  be  nominated,  in  opposition  to  Mr. 
Calhoun,  whose  f  riends  were  ursfently  pressing  his 
claims.  It  was  then  thought  advisable  that  Gen. 
Jackson  should  be  te-nominated  in  order  that  the  in- 
fluence of  the  administration,  so  far  as  it  could  be 
wielded  by  Mr.  Van  Buren«  might  be  exerted  to 
strengthen  his  position.  A  majority  of  the  members 
of  the  cabinet  were  friendly  to  Mr.  Galhoun,  and 
when  itUiinations  were  thrown  out  in  regard  to  the 
itf^-nomination,  ieeUngs  of  animosity  were  excited  to- 
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ward  Mr.  Tan  Bom,  which  Gontantly  intexzapfled 
die  hanmny  of  their  proceedings.   A  difficulty  dial 

arose  during  the  winter  of  1830,  between  Mr.  Eaton, 
the  i:>ecretary  of  War,  and  Messrs.  Gaihoun,  liigham, 

■  Branch,  and  Berneni  on  accouiit  cf  the  leAi^  of  the 
ladies  belonging  to  their  families  to  associate  with 
Mrs.  Baton,  increased  ihc  diiierences  in  the  cabinet  to 
fudh  a  degree,  that  Mr.  Van  Buien  tendered  his  re- 
signation on  the  11th  day  of  April,  1831.  Mr*  Eaton 
also  resigned  his  office.  The  President  on  accepting 
the  resignations,  determined  to  renew  his  entire  cabi« 
net ;  and  the  other  members  were  advised  as  to  his 
wishes,  and  immediately  handed  lu  ihcii  resigna- 
tions. This  removal  of  Mr.  Calhoun's  friends,  from 
their  position  as  die  confidential  advisers  of  the  Pres- 
ident, and  the  dispensers  of  official  patronage,  wbs  . 
followed  by  the  most  unequivocal  evidences  of  the 
intention  of  Gen.  Jackson  to  iavor  the  interests  of  Mr. 
Tan  Buren.  The  latter  gentleman  was  appointed 
Minister  to  England,  in  the  summer  of  1831. 

The  convention  of  the  National  Republicans,  or 
Clay  m^,  in  New-York,  was  held  on  the  3d  day  of 
Jnne,  in  aeeoidance whh  AeeaO.  Peter R.  Liviiigs- 
ton,  formerly  a  Democratic  Senator  from  the  Second 

'  District,  officiated  as  President  Judge  Spencer  at- 
tended the  Convention,  at  the  request  df  the  fnembm^ 
and  delivered  an  able  speech  on  the  political  topics  of 
the  day.  In  connection  with  Mr.  Clinton,  he  had 
prevfoQsIy  been  a  warm  friend  to  Oen*  Jackson,  but  af- 
ter the  appointment  erf  Mr.  Van  Buren  as  Secretary  of 
State,  he  took  a  decided  stand  in  the  opposition  ranks. 
Henry  Seymour  resigned  &e^cffice  of  Canal  Com- 
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missioner,  in  May, and  Jonas  Earll^  Jr.,  of  Onondaga, 
'  was  designated  hy  the  Qovemor  lo  M  die  office  do* 
ring  the  recess.    Mr.  Earll  was  subseq^uendy  appoint- 
ed by  the  Legislature. 

The  4th  day  of  June,  18S1,  witnessed  Uie  desAof 
another  President,  James  Monroe,  formeriy  of  Tir< 

ginia,  but  at  this  tinic  a  resident  of  New-York. 

The  November  election  passed  off  quietly.  In  the 
Eighth  District  no  exertion  was  made  by  the  Jackson 
men,  and  in  the  cai^icm  part  of  the  State  the  opposition 
were  equally  careful  not  to  exhibit  tiieir  weakness. 
AU  the  Senators  chosen  were  Jackson  men,  ezoept 
Mr.  Birdsall  of  the  E%hth  District.  The  places  of 
Messrs.  Schenck,  Todd,  Warren,  8niiford,  Benton, 
Wheeler,  Tbroopi  and  Porter,  were  filled  bytheelec** 
tion  of  Hannan  B.  Cropsey ,  in  the  First  District ; 
Ian  McDonald,  in  the  Second  ;  John  W.  Kdmoiids,  in 
the  Third :  Josiah  Fisk,  ni  the  Fourth ;  Robert  Lan- 
sing, in  the  Fifth ;  John  G.  McDowell,  in  the  Sixth ; 
Jehiei  H.  Halsey,  in  the  Seventh ;  and  John  Bndsall, 
in  the  Eighth.  A  large  majority  of  the  members  of 
Assembly  chosen  this  year,  were  Jackson  men.  The 
Anti-Masons  again  elected  Messrs.  Granger  and  Nieho- 

las.  George  W.  Pattersoti  was  chosen  by  the  same 
party,  m  Livingston  county.  Mr.  Livingston  was  re- 
tnmed  firom  the  city  of  New*York,  in  connection  widi 
Judah  Hammond,  John  I.  Morgan,  Silas  M.  Stilwell, 
Myndert  Tan  Schaick  and  others.  Isaac  R.  Yan  Du- 
2er  was  elected  by  the  Democmts  of  the  coonty  of 
Orange.  The  most  prominent  National  Republteans 
chosen,  were  John  A.  King  of  (iueens  county,  and 
Jedediah  ildiiler  of  Schoharie. 
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Charles  L.  Lu  ingston  was  re-elected  Speaker  of  the 
Assembiyi  at  the  aonual  Session  lu  Ibd'i.  The  Gov- 
emoi's  message  leiterated  the  same  yiews  in  zegaxd 
to  the  public  policy,  which  he  had  fonneTly  presmt- 
ed.  The  fiuaucial  condition  of  the  State  was  exhib- 
ited with  much  clearness  and  force.  The  style  of 
this  portion  of  the  message  was  so  far  superior  to  the 

ordinary  written  productions  of  the  Governor,  that 
i  t  wrf  s  charged  by  his  opponents,  to  have  been  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Wright,  the  Comptroller  of  the  State.  Most  o£ 
the  prominent  ideas,  doubtless,  originated  with  that 
gentleman,  yet  it  is  not  probable  that  Gov.  Throop  ever 
needed  any  assistance  of  the  character  suggested. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  made  applicatioOi 
at  the  session  of  Congress  in  the  winter  of  1832,  for 
a  renewal  of  its  Charter.  While  this  question  was 
pending}  it  was  thought  best,  by  the  friends  of  Geo* 
Jackson,  that  an  expression  of  their  views  should  be 
made  by  the  New- York  Legislature.  Accordingly, 
Mr.  Delta,  of  the  Third  District,  offered  a  joint  reao* 
lution  in  the  Senate,  instructing  the  Senators,  and 
requesting  the  Representatives,  from  this  State,  to  op- 
pose the  re-chartering  of  the  Bank.  This  resolution 
was  ably  supported  by  Messnu  Beardsley,  Edmonds 
and  Tallmadge,  and  opposed  with  equal  zeal  and  abil- 
ity by  Messrs.  Allen,  Bronson,  Maynaidand  Seward^ 
It  passed  the  Senate,  by  aTOte  of  twenty  to  ten.  AU 
the  Anti-Masons,  except  Mr.  Tracy,  who  was  not  in 
his  seat,  and  Blessrs.  Allen  of  New- York,  Bronson  of 
Oswego,  and  Kejdord  of  Delaware,  who  belonged  to 
the  Jackson  party,  voted  against  the  resolution.  The 
resolution  was  adopted  in  the  Assembly  by  the  deci- 
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"  sive  vote  of  seventy-five  to  thirty-seven.  Messrs. 
Hammond,  Livingston,  Morgan,  Stilweli  and  Van 
Schaick,  of  die  New-York  delegationi  voted  with  the 

opposition  members  iu  tiiu  nc^uiive. 

On  tlie  2Stii  day  of  February,  Mr.  Bronson  report- 
ed a  biti  to  the  Senate,  in  conformity  with  the  yiews 
of  the  Gorernor  and  Comptroller,  authorizing  a  tax 
of  one  mill  on  the  dollar  to  be  levied  aunuaiiy  for 
three  years,  on  all  the  real  and  personal  property  in 
the  State.  The  object  of  this  tax  was  to  restore  the 
capital  of  the  General  Fund,  which  had  been  already 
encroached  upon  to  a  considerable  extent.  A  large 
majority  of  the  Senate,  however,  were  of  the  opinion, 
that  before  the  General  Fmid  would  be  exhausted,  there 
would  be  a  sufficient  surplus  revenue  from  the  canals, 
after  paying  all  the  cost  of  constrQction,  to  defray  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  Government;  and  the  Chenango 
canal  interest  vehemently  denounced  the  bill.  It  was 
advoeatud  by  Messrs.  Bronson  and  Tracy,  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Beardsley,  Maynard,  Seward,  and 
other  Senators.  The  bill  was  lost  in  the  end,  by  a 
strong  vote.  But  five  Senators,  viz :  Messrs.  Bronson, 
Fish,  Fuller,  Halsey,  and  Tracy,  voted  in  its  favor. 

Messrs.  Wright,  Plagg,  Keyser,  and  the  other 
State  officers,  were  re-appointed  by  the  Le^iislatnfe  at 
this  session.  A  bill  for  constructing  the  Chenango 
canal  passed  the  Senate — sixteen  to  fifteen;  but  it  was 
lost  in  the  House,  by  a  vote  of  sixty-four  to  fifty-two. 
The  Anti-Masonic  members,  and  the  Jackson  men 
residing  in  the  Chenango  Valley,  and  a  portion  of 
the  New-Tork  delegates,  voted  for  the  bill. 

The  nomination  of  Mr.  Van  Buien,  as  Minister  to 
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England,  was  discussed  for  several  days  in  the  United 
Slates  Senate.  Mi.  (^ay  and  Mr.  Calhoun  hadior  a 
long  lime  been  bitterly  o^Mied  to  each  other  ia  ngard 
to  the  Tariffquestion.  The  former  was  in  favor  of  the 
system  of  protectioni  and  the  latter  inveterately  op* 
poead  to  it  Both  fireie  anxious  to  aDcme  the  ns^eo- 
tioQ  of  Mr.  Tan  Buren,  and  a  coalitioii  was  formed 
between  them  for  that  purpose.  One  of  the  features 
of  this  ooalition  was^  the  celehraled  Gompromise  Act, 
which  ie  understood  to  have  originated  sntiiely  with 

Mr.  Clay,  ahlioiu^i  Mt,  Calhoun  has  since  publicly 
disputed  iu  By  the  terms  of  tins  act,  tiie  theory  ol 
prcrteotion  was  totally  abandonedi  although  it  was  to 
be  practically  continued  in  force  for  several  years. 
Mr*  Van  Buren  was  at  length  rejected,  by  the  casting 
▼olB  of  the  Vke  Presidettt,  Mr.  CaUumn.  Oatbersh 
caption  of  the  intelligenoeat  Albany,  a  meeting  of  thm 
Jackson  members  of  the  Legislature  was  licltL  which 
was  eioquenUy  addressed  by  Mr.  Tallmadgeand  olhera. 
B0M^ntioD8  were  also  adopted,  denouncing'  the  con* 
duct  of  the  Senate  in  the  strongest  and  most  unquali- 
fied terms.  '^Indignation  meetings/'  as  they  were 
termedi  were  held  in  all  the  principal  citiesand  towns 
in  the  State.  The  enthnsiasm  of  the  Democratio 
party  in  New-York,  and  other  States,  was  so  power- 
fully excited  iu  favor  of  Mr.  Van  BureO|  that  oa  hia 
retom  home,  pablic  opinion  at  once  fixed  upon  him 

as  the  most  suitable  candidate  for  the  Vice  Presiden- 
cy j  and  he  was  soon  after  nominated  lor  that  oihce^ 
in  connection  with  Gen.  Jackson  £or  President. 
Gen.  Root  made  a  speech  during  the  sessiott  of 

Congress  in  the  waiter  of  1832|  indicative  of  a  change 
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in  his  political  views  ;  and  he  snbsequeutly  united 
with  the  oppoaiUoa  to  the  Jacksou  party. 

Tba  wmdidatfli  fldeeled  by  the  Natioiiel  Bepubli* 
cans  111  the  I  nion,  were  Henry  Clay,  for  President, 
and  John  Sergeant,  for  Vice  President  William  Wirt 
and  Amos  EUmaker,  were  nomiiated  for  the  same  of* 
ficeft  by  the  Anti-Bbaomo  Netioiial  Cammtim. 

The  State  Convention  called  by  the  Anti-Masons, 
met  at  Utioai  on  the  21stday  of  June,  1832.  Francis 
Geaager  and  Samuel  Steveaa  were  again  nominated 
for  the  offices  of  Governor  and  Lieut.  Governor.  The 
Sectoral  ticketadoptedby  the  Convention,  wa^  headed 
with  the  names  of  Jamea-Kent  and  John  (X  SpenceE.. 
A  Naiional  R^bliean  ConventioQ  had  also  been 
called,  but  alicr  the  aimouucement  of  the  Anti-Ma- 
aonie  nomination^  it  was  regarded  by  the  Jacksoa 
men  aa  a  mere  rtise.  The  Clay  men  aeaemUed  in 
Convention,  at  Utica,  on  the  2Gth  day  of  July. 
Tiie  only  business  transacted  by  the  Convention,  was 
the  con&rmation  of  the  State  and  Electond  ticket, 
nominated  by  the  Anti-Masons.  This  coalition,  be- 
tween the  Clay  men  and  Anti-Masons,  was  unspar- 
ingly attacked  by  the  Democratic  journals  in  the  State*  ' 
ThieatSi  jeers,  and  taunts,  were  alternately  emfdoyed, 
to  induce  some  expression  of  opmionjOq  the  part  of  the 
candida.te3  named  on  the  Electoral  ticket,  as  to  their 
preferences  upon  the  Presidential  question^but  all  these 
effortswexewitboutavail.  The  electors  were  probably 
unpledged,  and  would  have  voted  for  Mr.  Clay,  in  the 
hrst  place  ;  or,  if  he  could  not  have  been  elects  1.  and 
diere  was  a  fair  prospect  for  Mr.  Wirt^  they  would  have 
given  their  voteb  to  that  gentleman. 
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Bat  the  dennneiatioiu  cf  the  ^Coalitian''  by  the 
Jsekflon  newspapers,  were  in  a  measme  quieted,  in 

view  of  the  pTccarioiis  situation  of  their  own  party. 
Gen.  Jackson  had  vetoed  the  bill  re-chartering  the 
Bank  of  die  United  States,  and  all  the  influ^ce  of 
tliai  j'Li'A'crful  corj)oration  was  put  forth  to  secure  his 
prostration.  The  re-noniiiiation  ol  Gov,  Throop,  in 
this  emergency,  was  out  of  the  question,  ^d  he  ad« 
dressed  a  letter  to  the  Herkimer  Convention,  which 
met  Oil  liic  19th  day  of  September,  declining  to  be  again 
brought  forward  as  a  candidate.  The  choice  of  the 
Convention  then  fell  upon  William  L.  Marcy,  who 
received  one  hundred  and  thirteen  of  the  one  hun- 
dred loid  ninet(;ea  votes  cast.  '  The  disaliected  Dem* 
oerats  in  the  Chenango  Yalley  were  firmly  secured 
by  flie  nomination  of  John  Tracy  for  the  office  of  Lt. 
Giovernor.  Mr.  Livingston,  it  is  said,  signified  his  as- 
4mt  to  this  selection,  and  the  Convention  nominated 
him  as  oro  of  the  State  Electors.  All  the  candidates 
nominated  on  the  Elecioi.u  ticket,  were  required  to 
pledge  themselves  to  vote  for  Gen.  Jackson  and 
BIr«  Tan  Buren.  CoL  Young  officiated  as  President 
of  the  Herkimer  Convention.  He  bad  been  regarded 
as  an  Adams  man  in  1828,  but  he  afterwards  came 
out  in  favor  of  the  administration  of  Gen.  Jackson, 
and  was  one  of  his  most  active  supporters  in  1838. 

Mr.  Maynard,  one  of  the  ablest  members  of  the  op- 
position party,  and  their  most  talented  Representative 
in  the  New* York  Senate,  was  seized  with  the  Cho* 
lera  while  attending  the  session  of  the  Court  of  Errors, 
iu  the  city  of  New- York,  and  died  on  the  1st  day  of 
September. 
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CHAPTER  XY. 


iS32 — ThffStnte  Election— Success  of  the  Democratic  ticket— Le-* 

gitlatureof  1S33— PssstgeoftlMClieBMgoCtMlbiU^James  I'or- 
ter— Levi  Hubbell— Silas  Wright,  Jr.,  elected  to  succeed  6oF. 
Marcy  in  the  United  States  Senate — Azariah  C.  Flagar  appoiUlid* 
Comptroller,  and  J ohn  A.  Dix  Secretary  of  State-rElection  of  Mr, 
Tallmadge  ad  a  Senator  in  ConKress— Result  of  the  Presidential 
♦laotkp  »i«e^  of  tilt  yAlioae^crite  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States— Leonard  Maison — Ebenezer  Mack— Legislature  of 
1S34 — Samuel  S.  Bowne— Hiram  Denio — Pressure  produced  by 
the  United  States  Bank—**  The  Whig  party"— William  H.  Seward  %/ 
and  Silas  M.  Stilvveli  nominated  in  opposition  to  Marcy  and  Tracy 
itL  18W— Tli#  lli>TeBlb«f  IA0etbii*-!c««#lection  of  Governor  Mar- 
Edward  Lifiafrton— Prosper  M.  Wetmore^-Robert  Dennw* 
ton — Preston  King — Charles  Humphrey— Thomas  A. 'Tomlin- 
son— Mark  H.  Sibley— Legislature  ot  lS3.5~-Suppression  cf  small* 
bilU— Enlargement  of  the  trie  Canal— William  Canipbell  elected 
Skimyor  Ganml-i-SaccefS' of  the  Democratic  party  at  the  fall  / 
•Uction— TJIf  Equal  Rights,  or  Loco  Foco  party-JoliB  Kimteiw// 
James  Powers— Micah  Sterling— David  Wager— The  Abolition 
excitement — Legislative  sessionoflSSG— Increase  of  the  State  Debt 
— Samuel  Nelson  appointed  Chief  Justice,  and  Greene  C.  Bronson 
andEtek  Cowen  Astociate  Justices  of  fhe  Supreme  Court— Sam- 
uel BrntdOgfj  appointed  Attorney  0«Mi»l«<--lBir«iHgatioii'  into* 
the  conduct  of  Alessrs.  Kemble  and  Bishop,  of  the  New-York 
Senate— Death  of  James  Madison — Jesse  Buel  and  Gamaliel  H. 
Barstow  nominated  by  the  Whigs  for  Governor  and  Lieut  Gov- 

ernor — Re-nomination  and  election  of  Marcy  and  Tracv  Martin 

Tan  Bnren  elected  President  of  the  United  Statee^amW  Works 
— Daniel  S.  Dickinson— Legislature  of  is37_The  GenerelBank* 
ing  Law — Opposition  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Beardsley  to  the 
election  of  Mr.  Wright— The  Specie  Circular— The  Bankin?  in- 
terest opposed  to  Mr.  Van  Buren  s  administration — Suspension 
of  s]peeie  payment!— Extra  testion  of  Congress— The  Independent 
T^eaeary  system— The  November  Election— Defeat  of  the  Dem* 
ocratic  party— Samuel  B.  Buggies— Daniel  D.  Barnard— Legisla- 
ture of  1S3S— Orrille  L.  Holley  appointed  Surveyor  General,  and" 
Dr.  Barstow,  Treasurer— Philo  Gridley— State  Conventions  in 
1838— 'Re-nomination  of  Marcy  and  Tracy— -Wm.  H.  Seward  and 
LutlMr  Bredisli  mminnted  by  ehe  Whigrpwty— 1888. 

The  position  of  Mr.  Marcy,  as  a  Judge  of  the  Su- 
25 
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preme  Coort,  and  his  absence  from  the  State,  during^ 
the  greater  portion  of  the  imid  that  the  friends  of  the 
CSMOADgo  canal  were  pieesiiig  tbeir  fitToritemeaeiiie 
with  io  miieh  seal  and  wamchi  dnarmed  the  hoetil* 
ity  wlucli  they  had  formerly  entertained  toward  a 
number  of  his  political  as&o(  mtes.  He  was  not  com* 
milted  against  the  work,  and  bia  nonunataon,  in  coii-> 
nection  with  Mr.  Tracy,  was  understood  to  be  a  peace- 
offering  to  the  Democrats  residing  in  the  Chemuigo 
Yaliefi  who  Tery  willingly  abandoned  Mr.  GraQgav 
after  diejr  bad  leeetvsd  aaaoianeea  that  a  hill  ahoald 

be  passed  in  accordnnco  with  Iheir  wislies,  at  the  en- 
suing session  of  tha  Legislature.  This  desertion  of 
Mr.  Granger,  by  Ihoee  for  whom  he  had  labored  jm 
long  and  so  earnestly,  was  most  unkind  and  ungen- 
erous. For  several  years  he  had  wooed  the  Cheoan- 
go  interest  with  unabated  aasiduityj  encooraged  by 
the  hope  of  altimately  aecurinf  that  political  advmnce- 
meuL  wliich  he  conslantly  kept  m  view;  and  it  must 
have  been  mortifying  in  the  extreme,  to  be  jilted^  and 
dmM  aaide,  on  the  eve  of  Ibe  anticipated  victory,  in  or- 
der to  make  room  for  a  more  fortunate  rival.  But  a  po- 
litical {^iiosopher  should  not  have  been  disappoiatcd 
at  this  result.  On  the  side  of  Mr.  Grangeri  were  the 
pledges  frtthfally  kept,  and  the  votes  promptly  givm,. 

which  had  utterly  lailed  of  accoii]plishing  the  darling 
object  they  were  designed  to  secure  i  but,  on  the  oth- 
er hand,  th^  waa  more  than  the  reeantatioa  of  old 
opinions,  and  the  withdrawal  of  former  opposition — 
there  was  the  plighted  faitli  of  the  very  men  who  had 
formerly  defeiUed  the  i^pUoation — of  the  posaeasois 
and  diapenaeiscf  power  and  jvationage^  Who  could 
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liave  wondered,  then,  that  the  highest  bidder  in  the 
political  stock  market  shotihi  have  carried  off  ttie 

prizse? 

After  the  restoration  of  good  feeling  and  harmony 
OQ  the  proposed  line  of  the  Chenango  canal,  the  greal 
difficulty,  in  the  way  of  tfie  aocceee  of  the  DemocRiHc 

party,  was  removed.  The  New-York  Enquirer,  for- 
merly the  National  Advocate,  edited  by  Maj.  Noah 
■and  James  WatBon  Webb,  came  cot  against  the  Jeek^ 
son  ticket ;  but  the  influence  of  the  State  banks  was 
exerted  in  its  favor,  and  the  desire  to  do  justice  to  Mr* 
Tan  Bmeni  and  the  popular  enthusiasm  aroused-  in 
behalf  of  Gen*  Jackscm,  wete  iiresistible,  not  only  in 
New- York,  hut  also  throughout  the  Union.  The  ma- 
jority for  the  Jackson  £iectorai  ticket,  was  thirteen 
thousand  six  hnndied  and  one. '  The  nuijority  for 
Mr.  Marcy  was  not  so  large,  as  his  opponent  obtaiiied 
nearly  two  thousand  votes  more  than  the  Electors.  The 
whole  number  of  votes  for  OoTemor,  was  thiee  hun*- 
dred  twenty^three  thousand  and  eighty«two.  Mr. 
Marcy  received  one  hundred  sixty-six  thousand  four 
hundred  and  ten,  and  Mr.  Granger  one  Ixundred  fifty- 
'  six  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-two.  In  the 
county  of  Chenango,  the  majority  for  the  Democraiic 
candidates  was  upwards  of  two  hundred,  showing  a 
difference  of  twelve  hundred  votes  since  the  elec^m 
in  1830.  The  Senators  chosen  this  year,  were  Myn* 

dert  Van  Schaick,  in  the  place  of  Stephen  Allen,  from 
the  First  District ;  John  Suydam,  in  the  place  <rf 
Samuel  Bexferd,  from  the  Second ;  Feter  Oanseveort, 
in  the  place  of  Lewis  Baton,  wfio  resigned  his  seat 
in  the  spring  of  1832^  from  the  Third  j  Louis  Has- 
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brouck,  in  the  place  of  John  McLean,  Jr.,  from  the 
Fouftli ;  JohB  G«  S tower,  ia  the  place  of  William  H. 
Maymrdy  decetaed,  firom  the  Fifth;  John  F.  Httb- 
tefdyie-dkotedftomAe Sixth;  Samiid L. Edwards, 
in  the  place  of  Hiram  F.  Mather,  from  the  Seventh ; 
4Uid  John  Griffin,  in  the  place  of  Plulo  C.  Fuller,  firom 
Jte  Eighth.  AU  thi  StnaUm  elect,  vith  the  eaeep- 
tion  of  Messrs.  Hasbrouck  and  Griffin,  were  Jackson 
men.  Of  the  members  of  Assembly  chosen  at  this 
eleeUoa,  thm  woe  biu  about  thirty  Aiiti*JdMoiii. 
Messrs.  liTUigston,  Spenosr,  and  Patteiion,  were  re- 
turned from  the  counties  of  ISew-Yorky  OiitaQo,  and 
Livingston* 

.  Mai*  Noah,  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Nev-Toik 

Courier  and  Enquirer,  who  had  changed  his  position 
'Ofi  account  of  the  Veto  of  the  United  States  Brnk^  re- 
■igned  the  office  of  Sunreyer.of  the  port,  soon  sitar 
the  eleetioD,  and  sneceeded  by  Hsetor  Craig,  the 
only  Clinton lan  member  of  Congress  from  this  State 
who  voted  for  Gen.  Jacksoai  in  1825.  Gov.  Throflp 
was  appointed  Naval  Office?  at  the  New- York  CiMtani 
House,  a  few  days  before  the  expiration  oi  his  official 
term. 

The  New- York  Legiaiatur e  assembled  on  the  fiiet 
Tuesday  in  January,  188d.  Gharies  L.  Livingston 

was  re-elected  Speaker,  and  Francis  Seger,  Clerk. 
Jotm  Q*  Spencer  w«s  the  opposing  candidate  for 
Speaker,and  received  twenty*two  voles,  to  mnetf-nine 
for  Mr.  Livingston.  The  message  of  Gov.  Marcy 
was  written  in  a  clear  and  perspicuous  style,  but  it 
avoided  any  positive  expression  of  opinion  in  relation 
to  the  Cihsnaiigo  canaU  The  fiaaocial  viewa  advanc- 
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ed  m  tba  message,  mire  nenrly  in  aoeotdaiiee  wMi 
those  formerly  advocated  by  Mr.  Thrdop,  and  the 

Canal  Co: j i missionefs ;  but,  in  alhiflirio-  to  the  repeat- 
ed applications  xrhich  had  been  made  for  the  con-- 
stnictioii  of  the  proposed  canal,  he  stated  that  exam- 
inations of  the  route  had  been  made,  and  the  practi- 
cability of  the  work  well  ascertained ;  and  that,  al- 
though the  Canal  Commissioners  trere  confident  thai 
it  wonld  involTe  an  expenditure  of  over  one  million 

of  dollars,  and  could  not  yield  sufficient  to  keep  it  in 
repair,  and  pay  the  expenses  of  collection,  yet  the  en- 
gineers, and  other  persons  who  had  carefully  consid* 
ered  the  subject,  were  of  the  opinion  tliat  it  could  be 
built  at  less  expense,  and  wonld  afford  a  substantial 
revenue.  In  concluding  hia  remarks  on  this  qties- 
tion,  the  Governor  said :  **  It  remains  for  you  to  de- 
cide upon  these  conflicting  opinions.  I  commend 
this  proposed  work  to  your  favorable  nottce^with  the 
expression  of  a  strong  desire,  that  its  merits  may  be 
found  such  as  to  induce  you  to  authorize  its  construc- 
tion." The  Irieuds  of  the  canal  were  determined  to 
lose  no  time  in  securing  the  promised  reward  for  their 
services  at  the  November  election,  and  a  Mil  was  in<» 
troduced,  early  in  the  session,  providinsr  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  work,  without  any  rcstricticms  or  res- 
ervations, except  that  the  Commissioners  should  take 
no  water  from  the  Oriskany  or  Sauquoit  creclcs.  On 
the  ^st  day  of  February  the  bill  passed  the  House, 
by  a  vote  of  seventy-nine  to  forty,  and  on  the  Slst  of 
Oiftt  month,  it  was  carried  through  the  Senate,  seven* 
teen  to  ten.  and  scon  after  became  a  law.  "Several 
members  of  the  Legislature,  who  had  previously  op- 
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posed  the  measure,  voted  for  the  bill — alledging  as  a 
MMQDi  thai  if  Hwy  Mi  jmm  it,  tbair  wacamon 
wonUU  OoL  Young,  and  a  nia|arity  of  Hie  Gtoal 

Commissioners,  maintained  their  opposition  through- 
out ;  and  Messrs.  Spencer,  Tracy,  iSeward|  aa4  ^^t- 
tmoQ,  of  tbo  Anti-llaioiuo  paityi  votod  againat  tfao 

bill. 

Tho  Democratic  party  in  the  State  of  New- York 
wm  never  move  Ihonmghly  organiaedi  than  in  the 
ivinler  of  1633.  Their  acknowledged  leader^  Mr* 

Van  Buren,  was  Vice  President  elect,  and  a  candidate 
for  the  succession*  Mr.  Marcy  wa»  at  the  head  of 
afluss  in  the  State,  and  be  waa  annoanded  by  anum- 

ber  of  able  advisers,  who  were  said,  by  their  oppo- 
nents, to  constitute  the  Albany  Regency.  The  mdi« 
Tiduala  nodeiatood  to  be  included  in  this  designation, 
ime  ICecert .  Wright,  Flagg,  Oroewell)  Knower,  Diz, 
and  James  Porter,  then  tlie  Rerrister  of  the  Court  of 
Chancer}^*  After  the  re&ignatioa.of  Mr.  Marcy,  ae  a 
Senator  in  Congress,  it  was  deemed  highly  important 
that  his  place  should  he  filled  by  a  cautious,  shrewd, 
and  talented  man,  and  a  conhdentiai  friend  of  Mr. 
Tan  Buran.  .  For  this,  reason,  the  general  choice  of 
the  party  jell  upon  Silas  Wright,  Jr.,  who  was  eleeted 
without  serious  opposition ;  indeed,  the  only  objeo* 
tion  made  to  that  gentleman  emanated  from  a  few 
politicians  residing  in  the  counties  of  Oneida,  Madi- 
son, Chenango,  and  Broome,  who  were  somewhat 
displeased  with  the  views  in  re^rard  to  the  public 
works,  and  the  financial  policy  of  the  State^  whieh 
lie  bad  advocated  in  his  annual  reports  as  Comptol- 
ler.  The  oiiice  vacated  by  Mr,  Wright,  was  conferred 


« 


Diyiiizeo  by 


''Oil  Aauriah  C«  Ftagg,  the  pmeiit  inenmbeiil,  and 
Jolm  A.  IMv  wft9  appointed  Secietarf  ()f  StBiii.  Leri 

Hubbell,  a  yoimg  lawyer  of  fine  abilities,  from  Can- 
•aodaig^a,  was  appointed  Adjutant  General|  in  the 
^ilaceof  Q^.  Dbt. 

On  the  2d  day  of  February,  a  caucus  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic members  was  held,  m  order  to  nominate  a 
-candidate  for  United  States  Senator,  in  the  place  of 
Mr.  Dudley,  whose  term  of  senriee  expired  on  the  4th 
'day  of  March.    There  were,  originally,  three  candi- 
"dates  before  the  caacus,  riz :  Nathaniel  P.  Tallmadgei 
Jaeob  Sutherland,  and  Benjamin  F.  Bntler*  There 
was  no  choice  on  the  first  ballot,  and  the  name  of 
Judge  Sutherland  was  then  withdrawn.   Mr.  Tall* 
mtuig^*  was  supported  hy  Mr.  Knower,  and  other 
friends  of  the  proteetire  system,  and  was  finally  nom- 
inated over  Mr.  Duller,  by  seven  majority.    A  portion 
•of  the  Democratic  members  were  not  disposed  to 
'Concur  in  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Tallmadge,  and  ex- 
pressed their  doubts  as  to  his  political  integrity.  When 
the  subject  was  brought  up,  the  next  day,  in  the  Le- 
llMatuie,  these  gentlemen  opposed  the  election  of  Mn 
T.,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  constitutionally  indi- 
gible,  because  he  was  then  a  member  of  the  Lcgisla- 
-ture.   Messrs.  Sherman  and  Westcott,  of  the  Senate, 
and  Messrs.  Yarian,  Spencer,  and  others,  in  the  House, 
raised  this  objection,  and  pressed  it  with  much  ear- 
nestness ;  but  the  majority  were  agamst  them.  Mr. 
Tallmadge  Teceived  eighteen  voles  in  the  Senate  \ 
Francis  Granger,  six;  and  Mr.  Butler,  two:  the  vote 
in  the  House  stood,  sixty-nine  for  Talhuadge,  twenty- 
fire  for  Mr.  Granger,  and  twelre  for  Mr.  Butler. 
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MeesTg.  Cropsey  and  duacl^ntoni^  of  tba  teiale^  aad 

nearly  twenty  of  the  Democratic  membm  of  the 
.Hoii0e^  abaemed  theiwwilvaa,  oir  nagl«ete4  to  ro^ 
The  votes  given  £>?  Mr.  Butleir,  in  the  two  Hooaee^ 

did  not  receive  his  approbation,  and  it  was  understood 
tbat  he  did  not  desire  to  be  a  candidal^  be£6fie  the 
caucus. 

On  canvassint^  the  returns  from  the  Electoral 
Colleges,  it  appeared  tliat  Andrew  Jaekson  had  re- 
ceived two  bundled  and  ninet^n  votes Jbs  Pieaideiu ; 
Henry  Clay,  ibity-nine ;  John  Floyd,  elsvea ;  and 
^\'ilaain  Wirt,  seven.  Martin  Van  Buren  received 
one  hundred  and eighty»xiine  votes  for  Vice  President;. 
John  Seigeant»  forty-nine;  William  Wilkins,  thirty; 
Henry  Lee.  eleven  ;  and  Amos  Ellmaker,  seven. 

Before  the  adjournment  of  the  New- York  Legisla- 
ture, an  act  was  passed,  authorizing  the  appointxnant 
of  an  additional  Canal  Ck^nunissionsr,  and  Bfiohael 
Holiman,  then  a  member  of  Congress  from  the  coun- 
ty of  HeriamaTi  was  seiectod  to  fill  the  otlice. 

The  excitement  in  the  pubUc  mind,  in  regajrd  tc^ 
the  Tariff  question,  which  had  mainly  subsided  af- 
ter the  passage  of  t|ie  Compromise  Act,  was  renewed,, 
by  the  veto  of  the  bill  providing  for  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  United  Stales  Bank*  The  poweifid 
efforts  made  by  this  corporation,  to  affect  the  Presi- 
jdential  election,  in  some  degree  impaired  its  staad^ 
ing;  and  the  President  advised  Gongreas,  at  the  win* 
ter  session,  that  he  considered  it  an  unsafe  depository 
of  th§  public  money.  Nothing  definite  was  done  by 
the  Kational  LegislatuiCi  and  in  the  summer  of 
1833,  he  ^ided  to  make  the  removal,  on  his  own  r^ 
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spoasibiiity.  Mr.  Duaite,  the  Secretary  of  the  Ti:eas- 
Jifffy  mbmd  toconoiu  ia  the  vnalMA  o£  the  Prmdu/^ 
jmd  he  w«8  bimelf  fooBOTed,  to  imkaroom  for  Roger 
B.  Taney,  then  Attorney  General  of  the  United  Siatui^, 
and  tbe  present  Chief  JiuHice  of  the  Sw^euk^  Court. 
The  puUic<}epoBiii  irm  witbdiawa  fmm  tho  Umtod 
States  fiank  and  its  bmnehes,  in  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober, and  the  contest  between  the  friends  of  that 
jastimtioa  and  the  aopportan  of  ihe  admuuauittion 
afftin  comisMoed  with  vedoabled  asperity  and  via* 
ience.  Great  exertions  were  made  to  brinsf  this  ques- 
JUoa  to  bear  upon  the  State  eiectioQ  ia  I^ovembdi^but 
vathoul  eAct  The  DemocmtB  cneoeedad  in  every 
Senatorial  District  in  the  State,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Eighth,  by  large  majorities ;  and  the  niajority  for 
Albert  U.  Tiacy,  who  wi»  le-eleotoi  in  the  Eij^ 
DiBCriot,  was  only  one  bundled  and  sizty«fiv««  The 
other  Senators  elected  this  year,  were,  Charlus  L.  Liv- 
ingston, in  the  place  of  Alpheus  Sherman,  from  the 
Fiiet  Difltriot ;  Leonaid  li(Uueon»  in  the  place  of  Ka^ 
thaniel  P.  Tallmadge,  from  the  Second ;  John  C.  Rem- 
bie,  ill  the  place  of  William  Deitz,  m  the  Third ;  Isaac 
W.  Bisbop^in  the  placeof  leaae  Gereiiraai  the  Fourth ; 
Fmncis  Se^er,  in  the  place  of  Alvin  Bronaon,  from 
the  Fifth ;  Ebenezer  Mack,  ui  the  place  of  Levi  Beards- 
ley,  irom  the  Sixth ;  and  Thomas  Armstrong  was  re* 
elected  in  the  Seventh  District.  TheDemoeiiaticniiK 
jonty  in  the  Hooie,  was  overwhelming ;  there  being 
but  twelve  or  fifteen  opposition  members  elected. 

In  November^  1833^  Beiijaniitt  F.  &ztlerwaaap^ 
pointed  Attorney  General  of  ifae  United  States,  in  the 
place  of  3Ir.  Taney.   On  leaving  Albany,  a  letter 
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vraa  addressed  to  Mr.  B.,  signed  by  Stephen  Tan 
lUmwaliiir,  Abraham  Tan  Teehten,  I&uniiaiiw  Ble^k- 
mf  and  a  laigci  monber  of  olhar  respeolaUe  and  ami- 

nent  ciiizrns,  expressing  their  "high  estimation  of 
his  character  and  taleotSi"  and  their  regret  for  the 
loaa  of  a  penooal  inteiooiirse  with  bimt  and  of  hii 
^^Talcmble  serrice^  in  pmnodnff  ^4hB  inlumrtsof  On 
*city  and  State.** 

The  LegWatttra  ataemMed  on  dia  lat  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1834.  Wflliam  Bakar,  Jr.,  of  Otsego  ooimty, 
Avas  cliosen  Speaker,  and  Philip  Reynolds,  Jr.,  was 
olected  Clerk.  Eight  bank  charters  had  been  grant- 
nnder  the  Safety  Fund  lav^  at  the  pvmooa  aea- 
*8k>fi,  and  large  additions  were  made  to  die  cctpM 
stock  of  several  banks  then  in  existence.  Notwith- 
standing this  large  increaae  of  the  banking  capital  of 
-the  State,  the  Goremor  stated  in  hie  meaaage,  that 

notices  had  already  been  given  that  one  hniulred  and 
^Te  applications  for  charters  would  be  made  at  this 
•aeaaioii.  A  ocmaideiaUe  namber  of  tfieae  appUcatioiii 
received  the  faroraUe  eonaideration  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, but  the  majority  of  them  were  either  rejected,  or 
^remained  undisposed  o^  at  the  time  of  the  adjoom- 
'Bunt* 

A  resolution  approving  of  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posits was  introduced  into  the  Assembly,  and  passed 
that  body  by  a  large  majcnrity.  Mr.  Sewaidi  and 
Hilfaer  opposition  Senators,  resisied  ^  passage  of  the 
resolution  in  the  Senate,  and  it  was  supported  by 
Messrs.  Sudam,  Edmonds,  Dodge,  and  others.  The 
•diacnasion  dosed  with  the  adoption  of  the  moliition, 
by  a  vote  of  twenty-three  to  five.    Mr.  Lynde,  who 
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Of  Jf£WYO£X.  SMI 

was  elected  by  the  Aati-MasoDs  of  thQ  Sixth  District, 
in  1630^  Tilled  wtlh  the  ai^jori^^  Aa«llanplw» 
iiMds  «t  fhit  Mikm,  by  Simuel  S.  Bovnt,  ft  number 

of  the  Assembly  from  Otseo^o,  to  pTOcate  tlie  passage 
II  law  abolishing  capital  puoishmeoti  but  it  was 
icgoeted  in  the  House  by  *  l^fe  xsmianl^* 

Nathan  Williams,  Judge  of  the  Fifth  Circuit, 
reached  the  age  limited  by  the  Constitution,  this  win- 
lar^aod  Semuel  BaenUey  wee  eppotnted  to  eoeceod 
him.   Mr*  Beerddey  wee  el  that  time  en  eflkMnt 

Democralic  member  of  Congresa,  from  the  Oneida 
District  I  and  the  friends  of  the  NetioDai  Admuiistra- 
tieii  pereoeded  him  to  declhie  the  eppointme  The 
office  was  afterwetds  bestowed  on  Hirem  Deoio,  alee 
of  the  county  of  Oneida. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  curtailed  its  loene 
el  a  rapid  nile,  after  Ibe  removalof  the  depoeite,  with 
the  expectation  of  producing  so  powerful  a  pressure 
in  the  money  market,  that  the  indignation  of  the  pub- 
^  Uc  would  be  aroused  againel  the  adminietralion  of 
Geo.  Jackson.  A  eeveve  penie  wee  produced,  and 
the  State  banks  began  to  entertain  fears  for  their 
aaialy*  Their  condition,  was  made  known  to  the 
Govmior,  and  on  the  29d  day  of  March,  he  sent  a 
special  message  to  the  LefflslaLure,  recommendin:^ 
that  iStatc  stock,  to  the  amount  of  iive  or  six  millions  of 
dollars^  ehould  be  issued,  and  loaned  to  the  benks^  pro- 
vided they  required  snehassietanee.  Alaw*was  pa^ed, 
in  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  the  Governor, 
whieh  was  termed  the  Marcy  Mortgage^'  by  hie  op- 
ponents, and  formed  one  of  the  principal  topiee  dis- 
enssed  during  the  ensuing  Chibernatorial  canva^ss. 
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This  [  iciinpt  action  of  the  New-York  Legislature, 
vas  fni  lowed  by  a  change  q£  actioa  oa  ihe  part  oC 
the  United  fliitoft  Bank.  Instead  of  making  pmpm^ 
tions  for  closing  np  its  business,  it  commenced  ex- 
teodiog  its  loans,  and  mcreosing  its  circulatkm^  iar 
beyond  the  fonner  Itauia. 
Tha  opfmition  party,  in  tiM  city  of  Nenr^Tork,  as- 

sumed  the  name  of"  Whisfs,"  in  the  \rinter  of  18^, 
and  this  designation  was  soon  after  applied  to  thmi 
political  fmndb,  as  a  body,  throughout  thoSini^  Tho 

institution  of  Masonry  had  almost  ceased  to  exist, 
and  the  Anti-Masons  generally  united  with  the  Na- 
tional RopaUicans^  tmdsr  this  now*  cognomen^  The 
charter  aleetioa  in  New-Yortr,  came  off  in  the  midst  of 
the  panic,  and  it  was  warmiy  contested  by  the  two 
parties.  Ck»:neiius  W.  Lawrence,  the  Democratic 
candidatSi  veeeiTod  but  two  htindied  and  thirteen  nuh 
jority  over  Gulian  C.  Verplanck,  who  was  suppoited 
by  the  Whig  party. 

The  Whig  State  GonTeotion,  in  18^4,  sdeetM 
William  H.  Sewsdrd  as  their*  candidate  for  Governor, 
and  Silas  M.  Stilwell,  formerly  a  Democratic  mem- 
ber of  tiie  House,  for  Lieut.  Governor.  The  succes- 
sive defeats  Mr«  Granger  had  experienced,  led  to  the 
withdrawal  of  his  name ;  and  expectations  were  in- 
dulged that  the  party  might  succeed,  with  an  entire 
new  tiekst.  Considerable  onthn^asm  in  favor  of  Mr, 
Seward  was  ediibtCed,  especially  on  the  part  of  the 
younger  members  of  the  Convention,  and  the  opening 
of  the  campaign  did  not  appear  very  favorable  to  the 
Demooxatic  party.  Among  the  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  Whig  Convention,  was  one  m  favor  of  re- 
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fliaetilkgv  <Mr  iapptitting,  die  dtedflimi  of  bnk  wtet* 

irf"  the  smaller  denominations. 

Mflfiirs.  Marcy  and  Tracy  ware  ooamuitad  ior  re- 
daetfob  by  the  HMrkuner  GkMmntfoii,  oa  the  lOch 
day  of  September,  by  nearly  an  uiianimou^  vuie; 
tbere  bcung  bul  two  disseaiing  voices. 
9  Tbe  ttttkit  of  tbe  AxAi-Mamm  end  NaUooal 
RepoUioMii,  in  1834,  was  not  foiloved  by  ,tkm 
result  which  was  probably  anticipated.  The  Dem* 
flcnlio  candidates  for  Governor  and  Lieut..  Qor* 
emor  enoeeeded  by  a  etiil  lai^er  majority  than  they 
received  ui  1S32.  Over  three  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  votes  were  given  for  the  olfice  of  Governor. 
Mr.  Maiey  vaeemd  one  hundred  eigfaty^oiie  t)iaua- 
and,  nine  handled  and  five  ;  and  Mr.  Sewerd  one 
hundred  sixty-eight  thousand,  nine  hundred  and 
eixty-^ine.  The  Democrats  carried  seven  of  the 
eight  fienatofkL  Dietricis,  aod  eleeted  am  ninety 
members  of  Assembly.  The  Senators  elected  this 
year  were,  Coe  S.  Downing,  from  the  Jb'irst  District, 
intheplaoeof  Jonathan S. Conklin ;  JohnP.  Jcm% 
from  the  Seeond,  in  the  pleee <rf' David  H.  Weatooti; 
Abraham  L.  Lawyer,  from  the  Third,  in  the  place  of 
Uenaan  L  Ciuackeaboss ;  Jabez  Wiiies,  and  Samuei 
Young,  from  the  Fourth,  to  saceeed  WiUiem  L 

Dod^e.  and  Louis  Hasbrouck ;  Abijah  Bcckwith,  from  * 
the  Filth,  in  the  place  of  Henry  A.  Foster ;  Levi 
Benidiley,  fmoi  the  Sixth,  in  tbe plnceof  Oharks  W. 
Lynde ;  Gheetef  Loomie,  from  the  Seventh,  in  the 
place  of  William  H.  Seward  j  and  Isaac  Lacy,  and 
Ctaeiinoey  J.  Fox,  from  the  Eighth  Distiict,  toencoecd 
TmmbnU  Gary,  and  John  BirdialL  Meani.Foxand 
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eladioii.  The  mosl  prominent  Democrats  elected  t» 
the  Assembly,  were  Edward  Livingston,  of  Albany ; 
Cbulm  P.  CUaeb,  James  L  Rooserelt,  Jr«,  and  Pmh 
imr  M.  Wetenoftt^  of  New-Tork ;  Lemiiet  Sletmii  of 

Clinton;  David  Wager,  of  Oneida :  Sariford  C.  Parker^ 
and  John  Wilkinson,  of  Onondaga ;  Robert  l>etuu8% 
toii|  of  (tenge ;  PreBtoii  Kiiig,of  St.LawMi)6e;  aai 
Oharies  Humphi^,  of  Tompkins.  On  the  oiher 
side  were,  William  A.  Moseley,  of  Erie ;  Tiiomas  A» 
Toiiiliiiaon»  ctf  Eaiaz ;  Aaa  Haaeali,  of  FfimUiii ; 
George  W«  FMteveoii,  of  Livingston ;  aiid  Mark  EL 
Sibley,  of  Ontario. 

Tl|e  venerable  Simeon  De  Witt,  Surveyor  General 
of  theSlate»  died  in  the  month  of  Deeember,  189^ 
lamented  bf  all  claBsea  and  partte  of  hie  feUow  citi- 
zens. 

The  anniial  aeasion  of  the  Legtslataie  commeneed 
ontheMidayof  January,  1835.  CharieaHnoophtOf^ 

the  democratic  candidate  for  Speaker,  was  elected 
ovec  Mr.  Sibiey,  by  sixty  majority.  The  Govemoi 
leeomnneoded  in  his  meaaage^  the  enUtfgement  of  the 
Erie  canal,  and  the  anpprenion  of  the  chrcnlation  of 
bank  notes  under  five  dollars.  He  also  referred  to 
the  course  of  the  United  States  Bank,  and  auatained 
the  veto  of  Gen.  Jackson,  and  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posits. Early  iii  the  session,  a  bill  was  introduced 
into  the  Senate,  providing  for  the  gradual  suppression 
of  all  bank  notes  lets  than  five  doUarSt  which  paaoid 
vithont  opposition.  Messrs.  Kemble  and  Halsey,. 
both  Democrats,  were  the  only  Senators  who  voted  in 
the  negative.  The  vote  in  the  Aassmbly  was  also 
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the  bill.  Bills  Liulhorlzinj''  the  construction  of  the 
Black  River,  and  Genesee  and  Oiean  canals,  were 
boCh  defiMled  ia  the  Senate  this  wioter,  by  latge  mtb* 
jorities.  This  extreme  caution  in  augmenting  the 
State  debt,  was  of  short  duration,  and  before  the  ad- 
jq^nmieDl,  an  act  was  patted,  entitled  ^  an  ilctinie* 
lalion  ta  the  ESrie  canal,^  by  tfie  terms  of  which  the 
Canal  Commissioners  were  ^'  authorized  and  directed 
to  enlarge  and  improve  the  Erie  canal,  and  to  con* 
ttniet  a  double  set  of  lift  locks  thevein,"  as  soon  aa 
the  canal  board  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  publia 
interest  reqnired  such  improvement. 

▲  joint  lesolationi  introduced  by  Col<  Young,  io- 
sCrueting  the  Senators  from  this  State  in  Congress,  to 
vote  for  expunsring  the  resolution  censuring  Gen. 
Jackson  for  removing  the  deposits  from  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  was  adopted  by  the  Legislatum 
this  winter,  after  an  animated  disonssion,  in  which  all 
the  leading  members  of  both  parties  participated. 

The  Teto  of  the  United  States  Bank  opened  the 
door  for  a  large  increase  of  the  State  Banks  through- 
out the  Union.  In  New- York,  especially,  the  Legis- 
lature was  constantly  beset  with  applications,  and  a 
large  number  of  chaxtm  were  granted  at  every  ses- 
sion. In  many  instances,  the  most  corrupt  practices 
were  resorted  to,  in  order  to  secure  the  passage  of 
these  bills ;  and  investigation  after  investigation  was 
ofdered  by  the  Legislature,  all  of  which  but  tended 

more  conclusively  to  establish  this  alaiininp;  fact. 
After  tlic  selection  of  the  State  banks  as  the  deposito- 
ries of  tte  pnUic  revenue^  and  the  consequent  in- 
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crease  of  their  profits,  the  mania  for  new  charters  in  . 
this  Stale  extended  itself  farther  and  wider.  The 
Legislaturt  of  1836  wasorerbnrtheiied  with  petitimifl, 
and  almost  ereiy  meamire  of  importance  was  made 

to  depend  on  the  fate  of  a  favorite  hank  bill  .  Attempts 
were  made,  by  Col.  Young  and  otherij,  to  repeal  the 
Tftttnuning'  law,  and  thimr  the  busiaeai  of  baokini; 
open  to  competition;  but  all  their  efforts  proved 
wholly  ineffectual. 

William  Campbell,  of  the  coimty  of  Otsego,  was 
oleoted  Survefor  OeMnd  of  the  State,  at  this  se^ 
31011,  in  the  place  of  8lmeon  Dewitt,  and  John  Bow- 
maa  was  appointed  a  Canal  Commissioner.  The 
hitter  o0ce  was  at  first  tendered  to  Heman  J.  Bed- 
field,  who  declined  accepting  it.  On  the  13th  day  of 
April  an  act  was  passed,  providing  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  library  in  eaeh  school  distriei  in  the  State.- 
The  passage  of  this  bill  wa^  indebted,  in  a  great  de* 
srree,  to  the  active  exertions  of  the  late  James  Wads- 
worth,  of  Genesee,  a  munificent  patron  of  the  cause 
of  edncation,  and  of  CoL  Young  and  Levi  Beaii}riey 
of  the  State  Senate. 

The  election  in  November,  1835,  occasioned  but 
little  excitement.  The  whi^  bad  become  somewhat 
dispirited,  and  the  general  pro^rity  of  the  eountry, 
now  that  banking  facilities  were  within  the  reach  of 
all,  and  every  kind  of  business  was  transacted  on 
credit,  had  the  tendency  to  prodnee  a  feeling  of  com- 
parative quiet  and  content.  There  was  no  room  to 
find  fault  with  the  National  and  State  Administra- 
tions, and  the  public  appeared  to  rest  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  existing  order  of  things.  The  kgiriatien 
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of  the  Stinte,  howeyer,  in  regard  to  bank  cbarlers,  was 

the  subject  of  i^reat  complaint. 

Ill  the  summer  of  1S35,  a  party  which  claimed  to 
be  opposed  to  all  monopolies,  to  bank  notes  and  paper 
money  as  a  circulating  medium,  and  to  legislative 
prerogatives^  was  formed  in  the  city  of  New-York,  by 
M  OSes  Jacques,  A  \  i  ■  x  under  Miug,  J  r.,  F.  iiyrdsail,  Levi 
D.  Slamm,  John  Windt,  James  L.  Stratton,  and  others, 
who  called  themselves  "  The  Equal  Rights  party." 
A  majority  of  the  Equal  Rights  men  were  Democrats, 
and  in  consequence  of  their  dissatisfacticm,  at  the 
nomination  of  Gideon  Lee  as  the  Democratic  candi- 
date for  Congress,  and  of  four  other  gentlemen  on  the 
Assembly  ticket,  they  rallied  ui  great  force,  at  the 
meeting  held  in  Tammany  Hail  to  receire  the  report 
of  the  nominating  committee.  The  old  Tammany 
men  supported  Isaac  L.  Varian  for  Chairman,  and  the 
Equal  Rights  men  presented  Joel  Curtis.  Each  fac- 
tion claimed  that  its  candidate  was  elected,  and  a 
scene  of  complete  disorder  and  coufusion  ensued,  in 
the  midst  of  which  the  gas  lights  in  the  Hall  were 
extinguished*  The  Equal  Rights  men  had  provided 
themselves,  in  anticipation  of  this  result,  with  loco 
fi>co  matches  and  candles,  and  the  room  was  almost 
instantly  re-lighted.  The  ticket  selected  by  the  com* 
ndttee,  was  adopted  and  supported  by  the  great  ma- 
jority of  the  Democratic  party,  but  the  K(|ual  Rights 
men  refused  to  concur  in  the  proceedings^  and  after- 
wards nominated  Charles  G.  Ferris  as  their  candi- 
date for  Congress,  and  substituted  Job  Haskell,  John 
W.  Vethake,  John  Windt,  and  Rodney  S.  Church,  for 
BeiQamin  Ringgold,  George  Sharpe,  Ezra  S.  Conneri 
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and  Jesse  West,  who  were  on  Oie  regular  tkdcet. 

Soon  after  this  disturbanccj  the  Ecpial  Riirhls  men,  or 

Anti-Moiiopoii^  received  the  name  oi  Loco  Fooos  ^ 
and  this  appellation  was  subsequentlf  bestowed  on 
the  whole  Democratic  party,  by  the  leading  presses 
and  politicians  in  the  opposite  ranks.  The  Equal 
Rights  ticket  received  four  or  fire  thousand  votes,  but 
all  the  regular  Democratic  candidates  were  elected. 

Ill  the  other  counties  of  tlie  State,  there  was  but 
very  little  change  since  the  election  iu  1834.  The 
Demociata  carried  all  the.  Senate  Districts^  except  the 
Eighth,  and  elected  a  large  majority  of  the  members 
of  the  lower  house.  Henry  Floyd  Jones  was  elected 
in  the  First  Senatorial  Distnct,  in  the  j^ace  of  Har- 
man&Cropsey.  John  Hunter,  and  Ebenea^r  Louns- 
bury,  were  chosen  in  the  Second,  to  succeed  Allen 
McDonald^  and  John  Suydam,  deceased  ]  James 
Powers  was  elected  in  the  Third,  in  the  place  of 
John  W.  Edmonds ;  David  Spraker,  in  the  Fourth, 
in  the  place  of  Josiah  Fisk ;  Micah  SterUng,  and 
David  Wager,  in  the  Fifth,  in  the  place  of  Robert 
Lansing,  and  John  G.  Stower,  resigned  ;  George 
Huntington,  in  the  Sixih,  m  the  place  of  John  G.  Mc- 
Dowell ;  John  Beaidsley,  iu  the  Seventh,  in  the  place 
of  Jehiel  H.  Halsey ;  and  Chauneey  J.  Fox  was  re- 
elected in  the  Eighth  District 

Considerable  excitement  prevailed  in  New-York, 
and  other  States,  duritig  the  summer  and  figtU  (rf  1836, 
in  telation  to  the  societies  which  had  been  formed  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery.  Large  quantities  of  anti- 
slavery  documents  were  issued  by  these  associatiotu^ 
and  itinezant  lectmrers  were  employed  by  ibeta  to 
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aioine  the  public  mind  against  what  they  alledged 
to  be  a  growing  and  formidable  evil.  Mobs  and 
riots  occurred  in  almost  all  the  principal  cities  of  the 
UnicHif  and,  in  many  instances,  the  meetings  called 
by  the  Aliolitionists  were  dispersed  by  violent  means. 
A  Democratic  National  Convention  was  held  in  May, 
1835,  at  which  Mr.  Tan  Biuren  was  unanimously 
nominated  for  the  Presidency.  BichaTd  M.  Johnson 
was  selected  as  the  candidate  for  Vice  President,  by 
ninety-one  majority  over  William  C.  Rives.  The 
Whig  party  were  not  united  on  the  Presidential  ques- 
tion.  In  the  Northern  and  Western  States,  Gen.  Har- 
rison was  the  favorite  candidate,  while  amajority  of  the 
Southern  States  preferred  Hagh  L.  White,  of  Tennes- 
see. Great  efforts  were  made  to  prejudice  the  minds 
of  the  Southern  Democrats  against  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
by  means  of  the  abolition  excitement ;  and  the  Whigs 
appeared  to  conduct  the  canvass,  throughout,  upon  the 
Machiavelian  doctrine  of  divide  and  coiKjuer.' 

The  Legislature  of  New- York  assembled  on  the 
Stfa  day  of  January,  1836,  and  all  eyes  were  anx- 
iously turned  toward  Gov.  Marcy,  who,  from  his 
well  known  intimacy  with  Mr.  Van  Buren,  was  ex- 
pected to  promulgate  that  gentleman's  views  upon  the 
slavery  question.  Charles  Humphrey  was  re-elected 
Speaker  of  the  House  this  winter. 

Themessage  of  the  Governor  animadverted  upon  the  , 
course  of  the  Abolitionists,  with  great  severity,  as  tend- 
ing to  create  future  sectional  jealousies,  and 'disturb  the 
harmony  of  the  Union.'  The  Governor  also  referred 
to  the  ^  unr^^lated  spirit  of  speculation,  in  stocks 
and  reel  estate,"  which  prevailed  in  the  community, 
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and  which  had  giown  out  of  the  iaqp  additioa 

made  to  the  banking  capital  of  the  State ;  and  he  le- 
comtx^nded  that  the  Legislature  should  carefully 
av'oid  enGouraging  this  spirit  of  speculation^  by  any 
incidental  measnies  they  might  find  it  necessary  to 
adopt,  for  the  purpose  of  rcpuumg  the  injuries  it  had 
done  to  tiie  business  concerns  of  the  State.  In  regard 
to  the  public  works,  the  Gomnor  stated  that  the/ 
General  Fund  was  entirely  exhausted ;  that  the  Che- 
nango canal  would  cost  double  the  original  estimate ; 
that  the  enlaigement  of  the  Erie  canal  would  inTolW 
an  expenditure  of  twelye  millions  of  dollars;  and 
that  he  felt  bound  to  protest  against  pledging  the 
credit  of  the  State  for  further  improvements^  un- 
til ample  means  had  been  provided  {<»  the  prompt 
payment  of  the  interest.  ' 

After  the  appearance  of  the  Governor's  message,  the 
leading  Whig  papers  in  the  State  taunted  the  Demo- 
cratic party  with  the  base  betrayal  of  the  interests  of 
their  constituents,  in  not  sufFerins:  the  trade  of  the 
Western  States  to  be  diverted  ixom  its  natural  chanH 
nid  through  New-York,  on  aecomt  of  the  insnfflcien- 
cy  of  the  means  of  transportation  ;  but  it  iiardly  re- 
quired even  this  spur,  to  arouse  the  feeling  which  was 
shared  by  nearly  all  the  members  of  the  Legislator^ 
in  common  with  a  great  majority  of  th«r  constitu- 
ents. This  was  the  era  of  improvement.  IS o  matter 
how  visionary  a  project  might  be,  it  only  commended 
itself  the  more  to  public  iavor.  Both  parties  in  the 
State  were  determined  on  running  a  race  for  popular- 
ity. So  long  as  they  themselves  incurred  no  respou- 
stt»ilityi  it  was  an  easy  matter  for  Senatoxs  and  mem- 
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bers  of  Assembly  to  vote  away  the  credit  of  the  State 

and  ])]edi^re  the  public  faith  for  millions  of  dollars 
Without  bestowing  a  single  thought  on  its  redemp- 
tion. Col,  Young,  David  Spraker,  and  a  few  other 
members  of  the  Legislatare,  endeavored  in  vain  to 
resist  the  current  which  was  bearing  every  thing  be- 
fore it*  Laws  were  passed  at  the  session  of  1835, 
loaning  three  millions  of  dollars  to  the  New-Tork 

and  Erie  Railroadj  and  authorizing  the  construclion 
of  the  Black  iiiver  and  Genesee  Valley  canals. 

Judge  Sutherland  resigned  his  seat  on  the  bench  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  fell  of  1835,  and  Greene 
C.  Bronson,  the  Attorney  General  of  the  State,  was 
appointed  to  Mi  the  vacancy.  Daring  the  session  of 
the  Legislature,  Chief  Justice  Savage  also  handed  in 
his  resignation.  Judge  Nelson  was  soon  after  appoint- 
ed Chief  Justice,  and  Esek  Cowen  Associate  Justice. 
John  Willard,  of  Washingtw  county,  was  appointed 
Judge  of  the  Fourth  Circuit,  in  the  place  of  Judge 
Cowen  ;  and  the  office  of  Attorney  General  was  con- 
ferred on  Samuel  Beardsley,  of  Oneida.  A  law  was 
pamd  at  this  session,  authorizing  the  appointment  of  an 
additional  Canal  Commissioner;  and  William  Baker, 
ibrmeriy  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  was  chosen  to  ^1 
the  office. 

A  short  time  before  the  adjournment,  Mr.  Kemble, 
a  Senator  from  the  Third  District,  and  Mr.  Bishop, 
from  the  Fourth,  were  charged  with  being  concerned 
in  immoral  and  fraudulent  speculations  in  stocks, 

with  corruption  in  delayinsf  the  passage  of  the  bill  to 
complete  the  New-Yoik  and  Hariaem  Railroad,  and 
with  having  a  dishonorable  connection  with  Mr.  Bar- 
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UifWf  the  Cashier  of  the  Oommeiciai  Banki  at  AUmy, 

who  [lad  absconded  with  a  large  amount  of  the  funds 
of  that  iostilution.  Aa  inyestigaUou  of  the  facts  was 
forthwith  ordered,  and  a  Yolti^iifloioe  mass  of  teaUino^ 
ny  takea  oii  the  subject  It  was  contended  on  the 

part  of  the  accused,  by  their  counsel,  Henry  R.  Storrs, 
that  the  Seuate  could  not  deQid;e  upon  the  charges  pre- 
lenred,  except  as  a  court  for  the  trial,of  impeachments, 
and  upon  articles  duly  presented  by  the  Assembly. 
Mr.  Maison,  and  eight  other  Seuators,  coocurred  in 
tills  view  of  the  case,  bat  the  majoritjr  were  of  the 
contrary  opimon.  Mr.  KemUe  resigned  his  seat  bsh 
fore  any  definite  vote  was  taken.  A  resolution, 
declaring  that  Mr.  Bishop  had  been  guilty  of  moral 
and  official  misconduct,  was  then  adopted  in  the 
ate,  by  a  vote  of  twenty-one  to  seven.  A  second  reso- 
lution, to  expel  Mr.  Bishop,  was  lost;  twelve  Senators 
voting  in  the  affirmative,  and  sixteen  in  the  native. 
Mr.  Bishop  immediately  resigfned  bis  seat ;  and,  on 
.the  next  day,  Col.  Young,  and  Mr.  Van  Schaick,  also 
communicated  their  resignationS|  stating  that  they 
cotild  no  longer  remain  in  a  body  who  were  willing 
to  retaiii,  as  fellow  members,  persons  whom  they  had 
declared  to  be  guilty  of  mor^il  and  official  miscon- 
duct." 

James  Madison  died  at  Montpelier,  in  Virginia,  oa 
the  30th  day  of  June,  1836. 

The  leading  Whigs  in  the  State  became  satisfied, 
long  before  the  election,  that  they  must  inevitably 
fail  ill  any  attempt  to  defeat  the  Democratic  ticket. 
Jesse  Buel,  of  Albany,  and  Gamaliel  H  Barstow,  were 
selected  as  their  candidates  for  Governor  and  liieu* 
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tenant  Qoremor,  by  the  Whig  State  Conv^tioiL 

The  individuals  named  as  Presideiuial  Electors,  were 
tieudiy  ^0  Gen.  Uarriaon.  Messrs.  Marcy  and  Tracy 
wero  again  unanimoiuBly  nominated,  by  the  Demo- 
viatic  Convention  held  at  Herkimer;  and  a  Van  Bu- 
ren  Electoral  ticket  was  also  put  in  nomination.  Ear- 
ly HI  the  summer^  the  Ek}ual  ftighte  party  in  the  city  ^ 
of  Nev-Tork,  appointed  a  committee  to  addiess  GoL 
Young,  and  request  his  opinion  in  relation  to  their 
principles,  and,  in  case  of  a  favorable  answer,  to  as- 
sure him  of  their  intention  to  support  him  as  their 
candidate  for  Governor.  Col.  Toung  replied  to  this 
communication,  on  the  5th  of  August,  expressing  his 
approbation  of  their  doctrines,  with  the  exception  of 
that  of  "  uncompromising  hostility  to  bank  notes, 
and  paper  money,  as  a  (  irculating  medium;"  but  he 
peremptorily  declined  being  a  candidate  lor  Govern- 
or, and  censured  them  for  separating  from  the  Dem- 
ocmtic  party.  The  Equal  Rights  men  vere  deter- 
mined to  keep  up  their  distinct  organization  ;  and  on 
the  15th  day  of  September,  they  held  a  State  Con- 
vention at  Utica.  Isaac  S.  Smith,  of  Bu&lo,  was 
nominated  as  their  candidate  for  Governor,  and  Moses 
Jacques,  of  New- York,  for  iiieutenant  Governor. 

AU  the  Democratic  papers  in  the  State,  with  the 
exception  of  the  New-Tork  Evening  Post,  at  that 
time  edited  by  William  Leggett  and  William  C.  Bry- 
ant, both  fearless  and  uncompromising  politicians, 
and  the  Utica  Democrat,  then  under  the  management 
and  control  of  John  G.  Floyd,  afterw  aids  a  member 
of  Congress  from  the  county  of  Oueida,  attacked  the 
Loco  Focos,  with  unusual  asperity.  In  the  First  and 
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Fifth  Setrntcnal  Districts^  the  Dmnocmtie  party  be* 
came  seriously  diyided.  Frederick  A.  Tallmadge 

was  iioniinnTed  in  the  former  District,  as  the  T.oca 
Foco  caadidatei  upon  bis  signing  a  pledge  "to  sup- 
port and  carry  out  the  principles  of  the  Equal  Rights 
party;-'  and  Stephen  Hasbrouck,  Edward  Curtis, 
James  Monroe,  and  Ely  Moore,  were  selected  to  com- 
pose the  Congressional  ticket  Messrs.  Curtis  and 

"Monroe  were  Whigs,  but  were  pledged  to  support  the 
Equal  Rights  doctrines.  An  Assembly  ticket  was  al- 
so adopted,  consisting  of  Clinton  Roosevelt,  Kobeit 
Townsend,  Jr.,  and  others.  Messrs.  Tallxnaxige, 
Curtis,  Monroe,  Roosevelt,  and  Townsend,  were  soon 
after  nominated  for  the  same  offices  by  the  Whig 
party.  In  the  Fifth  Senatorial  District^  Samuel  Com- 
stock,  who  had  formerly  belonged  to  the  Democratic 

.  party,  was  nominated  for  Senator,  by  the  Loco  Focos 
in  the  District,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Wager,  who  was 
said  to  be  too  deeply  interested  in  banking  institu- 
tions; and  an  Assembly  ticket  was  afterwards  se- 
lected, by  the  same  party,  in  the  county  of  Oneida. 
Both  these  nominati<»is  were  endorsed  and  adopted 
by  the  Whig  party  in  the  district  and  county. 

Notwithstanding  these  divisions  in  the  Democratic 
pii  ily,  the  Whigs  made  but  little  exertion,  out  of  the" 
First  and  Fifth  Distrkts.  More  than  fifty  thousand 
voters  in  the  State  remained  away  from  the  polls. 
The  majority  for  the  Van  Buren  Electors  was  nearly 
twenty-eight  thousand.  The  whole  number  of  votes 
cast  for  Governor,  was  three  htmdred  six  thousand 
two  hundred  and  sixty-six  ;  of  which  Mr.  Marcv  re- 
ceived one  hundred  sij(ty-six  thousand  one  humdred 


iJiyiiizeo  by 


IN  NEW-YORK 


4M 


and  twenty-two;  Mr.  Buel  received  one  hundred 
thirty-six  thousand  six  hundred  aud  lorty-eight ;  and 
Mr.  Smith  three  thousand  four  handled  and  ninetyr 
abc  In  the  First  Senatorial  District,  Fiederiek  TaU* 
madge  was  elected,  iii  the  place  of  Myndert  Van 
Schaick ;  and  Samuel  Works  was  chosen,  hy  the 
Whigs  in  the  Eighth  Distriet,  to  succeed  Mr.  Qiifbu 
Samuel  Young,  David  Wagcr,  and  Samuel  L.  Ed* 
wards,  were  re-elected,  in  the  Fourth,  Filih  and  Sev- 
enfli  Districts.  The  remaining  Senators  were  Henry' 
H.  Yan  Dyek,  from  the  Second  District,  in  the  jdaoe* 
of  Mi  .  Lounsbury;  Noadiaii  Johnson,  from  the  Third^ 
in  the  place  of  Peter  Gansevoort ;  and  Daniel  S.  Dick* 
inson,  from  the  Sixth,  in  the  place  of  Hr.  Hubbard. 
The  two  Whig  candidates  for  Congress  in  the  city 
of  New- York,  supported  by  the  Equal  Rights  meu," 
and  Messrs.  Gamhreleng  and  Moore  on  the  Demo^ 
cratic  ticket,  who  also  receiyed  a  large  number  of 
votes  from  the  same  quarter,  were  elected.  The  reg- 
ularly nominated  ticket  for  the  Assembly,  on  th^ 
Democratic  side,  also  succeetkd,  with  twoot  three  ex« 
ceptions.  Mr.  Roosevelt  and  Mr.  Townsend,  of  the 
Equal  Rights  party,  obtained  a  majority,  with  the  as- 
sistance of  the  Whig  vote.  In  the  county  of  Oneida^ 
the  Anti-Bank  candidates  were  elected. 

The  whoie  number  of  Electoral  votes  in  the  Union^ 
at  this  time^  was  two  hundred  and  ninety-four*  Mr* 
Tan  Buren  received  one  hundred  and  seventy ;  Gen. 
Harrison,  seventy-three;  Judge  White,  iweiity-six^ 
Daniel  Webster,  fourteen;  and  Willie  P.  Mangum,. 
deven*  The  Demociatic  party  in  Virginia,  who  had 
supported  Mr.  Bives  for  the  Vice  Presidency,  refused 
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to  vote  for  Gol.  Johnsoii,  and  thus  prevented  a  choice 
hf  tb«  fileetofttl  CMIagen;  but  be  wis  ftftnewaidi 
f^oten  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Hubbell  resigned  the  office  of  Adjutant  Geaeral 
tcnrard  the  dose  of  the  yeaTi  and  soon  after  dmiged 
his  politieal  assoeiatkms.  Got.  Marcy  appointed  Al* 

len  McDonald,  formerly  a  Senator  from  the  Second 
District,  as  his  successor. 

The  Legislating  eommenoed  its  annual  aession  on 
the  first  Tuesday  of  January,  1837.  Edward  Liv- 
ingston was  chosen  Speaker.  He  received  eighty 
votes  for  <^6  office,  and  Lutber  Biadish  twenty-seven. 
The  Oovemof's  Message  Teiterated  the  same  senti- 
ments he  had  formerly  expressed,  in  relation  to  the 
^nanciai  policy  of  the  State,  but  did  not  assume  any 
wy  decided  position  in  relation  to  the  enlargemoit 
of  the  Erie  canal  He  recommended  the  mod  ification 
of  the  Restraining  law,  so  as  to  authorize  private  iu- 
dividuals  to  receive  deposits  and  make  discountSi  and 
a  ImII,  was  afterwards  introduced,  and  passed  bodi 
houses  of  the  Legislature,  in  accordance  with  this 
suggestion. 

Immediately  after  the  organization  of  the  Assembly, 

the  ^viil■  against  the  banking  institutions  of  the  State 
was  commenced,  by  Messrs.  Cutting,  of  New- York; 
Bobinson,  of  Oswego;  and  Kin^,  of  St  Ijawrence. 
A  committee  of  investigation  was  appointed,  who  ex- 
amined  into  the  condition  of  a  large  number  of  banki>, 
and  the  means  which  had  been  employed  to  procure 
Aeir  charters.  The  developments  made  during  the 

progress  of  this  inquiry,  were  very  far  from  beirju  cal- 
culated to  elevate  the  character  of  the  legislation  of 
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lk»  Stmte;  and  H  aoon  aftor  tecaim  eridfiot,  that  tfie 
existing  monopoly,  which  had  proved  a  powerAd  an- 

gine  in  the  hands  of  the  doimuant  party,  would  re- 
«8iva  but  little  farther  encoiUBgemeat*  An  attempt 
to  paM  a  genenil  billt  ^^andioriaiiigr  aisoeiattMis  ^ 

the  purpose  of  banking,"  was  made  at  this  session. 
It  was  lost  in  the  iSenate,  by  a  ¥Ote  of  sixteen  to  xiine; 
and  a  similar  hill,  origioatiiig  in  the  HotM)  was  do* 
elamd  to  be  onoonstitntioiial  by  Mr.  Beardsiey,  the 
Attorney  General.  Messrs.  Livingston,  Sterluig,  Taii- 
madgOy  Tracy,  and  Yoaog,  of  the  SenatOi  supposted 
diis  measure,  but  the  whole  itd  ineiiee  of  the  dbartered 
banks  was  exerted  to  defeat  it.  This  same  interest 
also  endeavored  to  defeat  tlie  re-election  of  Mr*  Wright 
to  the  United  Slates  Senate.  The  specie  dreulur  of 
Gen.  Jackson,  issu^  in  1836,  and  the  opposition  of 
Mr.  W  right,  and  Mr.  Van  Barents  intimate  friends,  to 
the  passage  of  the  hiU  distriboang  the  surplus  re?e. 
nuei  were  regarded  as  indications  of  sympathy  with 
the  Anti-Mono|)olists  in  the  city  of  New- York.  I'he 
friends  of  an  extensive  system  of  mternal  improve 
menta,  and  those  members  of  the  Democratic  party 
in  Oneida,  and  other  counties,  who  had  favored  the 
construction  oi  the  (Jiienango canal,  did  not  apfHrove  of 
the  financial  policy  advocated  by  Gov.  Thxocqpand  Mr* 
Wright  The  State  oi  ncets,  themselves,  were  divided 
on  this  question.  Messrs.  Flaeg  and  Dix  coincided 
with  Messrs.  Tluoopand  Wright;  while  Mr.  Beards- 
ley,  and  others,  assumed  the  opposite  gromkL  Got. 
Marcy  was  understood  to  occupy  an  intermediate  po- 
sition. This  difference  of  opinion  formed  the  germ 
of  subsequent  divisions  m  the  Democratic  party,  the 
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eflfects  of  wbidi  are  stiii  visible  m  the  politics  of  the 
State. 

At  the  caumis  for  the  nomination  of  a  eandidate  to 

he  supported  for  the  office  of  United  States  Senator, 
th9  uaiua  of  Samuel  Beaidsieyi  the  Attorney  Geaeial, 
was  brought  forward^  and  warmly  urg«d  by  his 

friends;  but  Mr.  Wright  received  a  large  majority  of 
the  votes,  notwithstanding  the  inidueiices  arrayed 
against  him,  and  was  deelarad  imanimoosly  nmnina- 
ted.  He  was  re-elected  on  the  following  day,  by  the 
Legislature :  he  received  twenty-six  votes  in  the  Seu- 
ata,  and  eighty-six  in  the  lower  boose.  Mr.  Eejfser 
was  also  re-eleeted  Treasurer  of  the  State,  by  nearly 
the  same  vote. 

The  specie  circular  of  1&36,  the  withdrawal  of  the 
surplus  revenue  fiom  the  banking  capital  of  the  At* 
lantic  cities,  for  the  purposes  of  the  distribution,  and 
the  heavy  demand  for  specie  to  meet  the  payments 
becoming  doe  for  the  immense  amount  of  goods  tm- 
wisely  imported  from  Europe,  occasioned  a  severe 
embarrassment  in  the  money  market,  and  ultimately 
led  to  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  by  all  the. 
banks  in  the  Union.  Prerious  to  ttiis  time,  die  Bank 
of  England  had  commenced  curtailing  its  discounts, 
and  the  pecuniary  pressure  was  general  throughout 
,  the  world,  but  in  no  counlsry  was  it  more  severe  than 

in  our  own.  '*The  unregulated  spirit  of  speculation,** 
to  which  Gov.  Marcy  on  several  occasions  directed 
the  attention  of  the  Ijcgislatuie,  had  produced  the  very 
liniits  which  were  long  before  predicted ;  and  nothing 
now  remained  to  be  done,  but  to  protect  the  interests 
of  the  country  bosa  the  complete  prostratioa  with 
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wfakh  they  wen  thmtteaed.    Uiicbr  the  exurthig 

law,  the  Safety  Fund  banks  were  liable  to  lose  their 
cbarteis,  aad  to  have  thms  edSacts  put  in  the  haads  of 
mseiwmy  as  soon  as  they  suspendad  specie  pa3rineDts ; 
but  as  the  Legislature  was  still  in  session,  an  act  was 
p^ssedy  on  the  16ih  day  of  May,  suspending  those  pro- 
▼isioiisof  the  law  for  one  year.  Col*  You&g  and  Mr* 
WiUes,  wese  the  ooiy  Senatofs  who  voted  against  Ae 
bill  J  and  there  were  but  nineteen  nays  in  the  Assem- 
bly. lAxp  Tracy  also  iatroduced  a  bill,  providing  iior 
Ae  suspension  of  the  act  pnohibitins:  the  ciienlatioa 
of  small  bills,  whx  h  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Loomis  and 
Col.  Youag,  and  supported  by  Me£isr&  Beardsley^ 
laviDgstoDy  Maison,  and  BleiUng.  On  taking  the 
^pKsCiQBb  ^  was  lost,  by  a  Tola  of  fifteen  to  thir- 
teen. 

The  corpoiation  election  in  the  city  of  New- York, 
took  plaoe  in  the  midst  of  the  ezdienisnt  growing 

out  of  tlie  pressure,  and  resulted  in  the  success  of 

Aarou  Giaik,  the  Whig  candidate  for  Mayor,  by  about 

thise  thousand  majority  orar  John  L  Misrpaki  the 

nominee  of  the  Democratie  party.  Moses  Jaeques  § 

was  supported  by  the  Loco  Focos,  and  received  uu>ie  ^ 

than  four  thousand  TOtes. 

Daring  the  winter  and  spring  of  1837,  the  Wasb^ 
ington  Globe,  which  Avas  regarded  as  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
reaus organ,  and  the  New- York  Kvemng  Fost,reilect- 
ed  with  oonsidembie  severity npcm  theconduct  of  tlM 
State  banks,  and  a  feeling  hostility  on  their  part, 
toward  tlie  National  Administration,  was  soon  engen- 
dered. It  was  charged  against  the  President  and 
his  fiisnds^  that  they  wcve  determined  to  oveftfarow 
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Hm  baaking  iastuuiioQs  the  cooa^ry,  and  pio»* 
tmte'  the  mdit  ayMteiiL  SymptoiM  of  diBsatiifiic* 

tioii  in  tiie  Demociatic  rai^ks  began  to  be  visible,  and 
the  leaders  of  the  party,  la  Albauy,  soon  discoirered 
thatchnrTiewtwwenotaltogi&therluurmonk)^  Oor. 
Marcy,  Mr.  Croswell,  and  Mr.  BearMey,  did  not  en- 
tirely  concur  in  the  coarse  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  but  they 
afterwanb  fell  in  with  the  gxettt  body  <rf  the  psrty  in 
tha  sapport  of  theadiniiiistratioii. ' 

An  extra  session  of  Congress  was  called  by  the 
Pmident,  to  coavene  oa.  the  4th  day  of  Septen^ 
bor*  Th«  tiro  booses  mflwnMod  in  aeoaiidailoe  with 

the  proclamation,  and  the  President  immediately  sent 
in  a  message,  leviswing  the  pecuniary  condition  of 
the  coontry,  and  raenminendiBg  tbo  estabitsiNQent  of 
the  Independent  Treasury  system.  Messrs.  Rives,  of 
Virginia,  and  Tallinadge,  of  New- York,  m  the  Sen- 
ator asd  Messrs.  John  &  Clark,  Hfliiry  A.  Fostmr,  and 
Isaac  H.  Bronson,  RepMsentathres  fmm  fliis  Stat^  in 
the  other  House,  refused  to  concur  in  the  Kxecutive 
recommendation.  Thomas  AUen,  the  editor  of  the 
Madismian^  a  paper  started  by  saToml  iofioMtial 
lucmbers  of  the  Democratic  party  in  New-York,  and 
other  States,  in  opposition  to  the  Globe,  was  elected 
Printer  to  the  House^  by  thoTOtes  of  the  Whig  ttmn* 
bars,  and  the  opponwts  of  thB  Indepeodeiit  Treasury, 
who  were  called  Conservatives.  Mr.  Tallmadge  and 
Mr*  Clarl^lbaitly  a&er  separated  entirely  fioom  Ihe  Do* 
moeratie  party:  Mr*  Fost^  and  Mr.  Bro»son,^wlio 
were  understood  to  represent  the  views  ol  Mr.  Beards- 
ley  and  his  friends,  preserved  their  position  as  sup^ 
poitem  of  tfaa  administration,  although  they  did  not 
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conczur  in  many  of  its  leading  ineasam.  Got.  Mar- 
cy  and  Mr.  Croswell,  were  at  first  inclined  to  oppose 
the  lodepcndeot  Trecmury,  but  tbey  snlweqiie^tly 
gare  a  eoidial  aoiiport  to  Mr.  Tan  Baran,  aad  the  * 

former  signified  his  approliation  of  the  measure,  in 
hi^  next  an  II  tin  I  Message  to  tha  I^islatuie. 

The  Equal  Bights  party  conlirtued  to  keep  up  dieir*^ 
organization  during  the  summer  of  1837,  and  in  tlic 
month  of  September,  they  held  a  convention  at  Utica, 
and  adopted  a  constitutioa  for  the  State,  embodying 
their  ideas  of  the  proper  fbiictkms  of  govemmeitt 
Among  other  provisions  of  this^  instrument,  were  the 
following: 

^^The  Legislature  shall  net  ciiaiter  er  eieate  any 

corporate  or  aitificial  body,  nor  couit  r  on  any  indi- 
Tkhiai  or  coxopaay,  either  exclusive  advantages  or 
special  privileges.  \ 

"  The  Legislature  shall  not  borrow  money  or  con- 
tract loans^  in  the  name  of  the  people ;  but  it  may 
enbnit  biUS|  muthorixing  public  loans,  to  the  people, 
which  bills  diall  beeome  binding  when  ratified  by  a 
majority  of  the  voters  at  a  general  election.'* 

After  the  appeaiance  of  Mr.  Van  iiuren's  message 
to  CkmgresSi  and  after  it  had  become  eyident  that  the 
influence  of  the  banking  interest,  in  the  State  and  na- 
tion, would  be  exerted  against  him,  the  Loco  i^'ocos 
ff^ifi^0A  a  desire  to  unite  with  die  Democmtic  par^ 
ty;  and  the  amalgamation  was  perfected  in  the  city  of  »^ 
New- York,  in  October  of  this  year. 

The  inoonTeni^ice  felt,  iu  consequence  of  the  sup* 
piession  of  the  cneolation  small  billsy  was  very 
gieat,  in  the  smnmer  and  fall  of  1837.   The  State 
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was  flooded  with  large  quantities  of  foreign  notes, 
a  great  proportion  of  which  were  worthless,  and  a 
general  feeling  of  dinsatisfisustion  pervaded  the  com- 
nmnity.  The  banks  were  gTadaaUy  cnrtafling  their 
cfrcnlation,  and  diminishing  their  habilities  ;  and,  as 
a  natural  consequence,  the  universal  distress  was 
heightened,  rather  Aan  alleviated,  by  the  eottise  they 
were  compelled  to  adopt.  All  these  circumstances  com- 
bined, tended  strongly  to  prejudice  the  minds  of  the 
people  against  the  State  and  National  administrations. 
The  Abolitionists,  also,  had  been  quite  nnfiiendly 
toward  Mr,  Van  Buren  and  his  friends,  ever  since  he 
had  declaied,  in  his  Inaagoral  Message^  that  no  bill 
providing  for  the  abolition  of  stevery  in  flie  District  of 
Columbia,  should  receive  his  approbation ;  and  in  seve- 
ral counties  they  manifested  an  intention  to  support 
the  opposition  candidates.  The  Whig  party  in  die 
State  were  emboldened  by  the  disastrous  condition  of 
the  Democrats,  to  make  vigoious  exertions  at  the  No- 
vember election.  The  result  astounded  every  body, 
except  tfaosewhohad  philosophically  prepared  tfiem- 
>^  selves  for  anything.  The  Whigs  completely  swept 
ttie  State:  they  elected  one  hundred  and  one,  of  the 
one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  members  of  Assembly, 
and  carried  all  the  Senatorial  Districts,  except  the 
Third,  which  they  lost  by  a  small  majority,  and  the 
Fifth.  Gulian  C.  YerpUmek  was  chosen  from  the 
First  Senatorial  District ;  Henry  A.  Livingston,  from 
the  Second;  Edward  P.  Livingston, from  the  Third; 
Martin  Lee,  from  the  Fourth ;  Avery  Skinner,  from 
the  Fifth;  Laurens  Hull,  frdm  the  Sixth;  JdmMay- 
uard,  from  the  Sevei^tli ;  and  WUiiam  A.  Moseley,from 
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the  Eighth  District.  Several  of  the  most  talented  mem- 
liers  of  the  Whig  party  in  this  State,  were  elected  to  the 
Assembly.  Aiautig  others,  were  David  B.  Ogdeii  and 
Samuel  B.Ruggles,  of  New- York ;  Daniel  D.  Barnard, 
of  Albany;  Luther  Bradish,  of  FrankUn ;  Jedediah 
Miller,  of  Schoharie  ;  Fortune  C.  White,  of  Oneida ; 
James R. Lawrence,  of  Onondaga;  Henry  W.  Taylor, 
of  Ontario ;  and  Peter  B.  Porter,  Jr«,  of  Niagara, 
The  Democrats  elected  Abijah  Mann,  Ji in  Herki- 
mer ;  Preston  King,  in  St.  Lawrence;  and  •Natiiuiiiel 
P.  Wardwell,  in  Jeiferson  county. 

The  Legislature  met  on  the  2d  day  of  January, 
1S3S.  Liitber  Bradish  was  elected  Speakei  ,  and  Jar- 
vis  N.  Lake,  Clerk.  The  Governor  a\  o\\  ed  himself 
fiiTorable  to  the  passage  of  a  general  banking  law, 
tNTOvided  a  two-third  vote  could  be  obtained  in  its  fa- 
vor.  He  alluded  to  tlie  enibarrassment  in  the  mone- 
tary affairs  of  the  country,  and  clearly  and  distinctly 
expressed  his  views  as  to  ttie  causes  which  had  pro- 
duced it.  He  also  ret  nniniended  an  additional  appro- 
priation lor  the  enlargement  of  tlie  Erie  canal,  and 
declared  his  approbation  of  the  Independent  Treasu- 
ry bill.  In  a  few  days  after  the  oi^anization,  Mr. 
Taylor,  of  Ontario,  brought  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  law 
prohibiting  the  issue  and  chrculation  of  small  bills, 
which  was  unmediately  passed  by  the  Whig  majority 
in  the  House.  The  Democrats  still  preserved  their* 
asceudaucy  in  the  Senate,  and  amended  the  bill  so  as 
merely  to  suspend  the  law  for  two  years*  In  this 
«hape  it  became  a  law. 

The  term  of  office  of  the  Surveyor  General  expued 
ibis  year*  The  Democrats  in  the  Senate  nominated 
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Doct.  Campbell ;  and  Orville  L,  Holley,  formerly  edi- 
tor of  the  Troy  Sentinel^  aad  a  gentleman  of  fine  lit- 
emry  attainments,  was  the  oandidate  selected  by  the 
House.  The  vote  on  joint  ballot  stood :  for  Mr.  Hol- 
ley, niiiety-sevm ;  and  for  Mr«  Campbell,  forty-two, 
Doct.  Baratow,  of  Tioga,  was  elected  Tieasiiver  of 
the  State,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Keyser,  by  nearly  the 
same  majority. 

Mr.  Rnggles  made  a  most  flattering  report  to  the 
House,  during  the  winter,  on  the  financial  condition 
of  the  State,  and  described  in  glowing,  tiiough  some- 
what unnatural  colors,  the  foriUiant  prospects  which 
awaited  die  completion  of  the  public  woi^8,on  a  large 
and  liberal  scale.    Both  parties  in  the  Assembly  were 
very  readily  captivated  by  the  argumeutisof  Mr.Kiig' 
glesy  and  a  bill  was  soon  siter  passed^^  contemplating 
tfie  expenditure  of  a  la^e  amount  of  money.  Messrs. 
Drake,  of  Otsego;  Floyd,  of  Suffolk j  and  King,  of 
St  Lawrence ;  all  Democrats,  were  the  only  persons 
who  v6ted  in  the  negative.   The  Senate  amended 
the  bill  l  >y  liiuiling  the  expenditure  to  foiirmiliiOijsot* 
dollars,  which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House.  The 
General  Banking  law  passed  the  Legislature  at  Ais 
session.    In  the  Assembly  the  vote  wascigluy  six  to 
twenty-nine,  and  in  tlie  Senate  there  were  twenty 
votes  in  &vor,  to  eight  against  it. 
'  Judge  Vanderpoel  resigned  the  office  of  Ciieuit 
Judge  this  year,  on  account  of  a  severe  paralytic  at- 
tack, and  John  P.  Cushman,  of  Rensselaer^  was  ap- 
pointed as  his  successor.  Judge  Denio,  of  the  Fifth 
Circuit,  and  Judge  Gardiner^  of  the  Eighth,  also  re- 
signed during  the  session  of  the  Legi&iature.  Mr. 
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Btokuoi^  tfaana  member  of  Oongresa^  1^ 

pointed  to  suooeed  Judge  D^iio;  Imtashe  had  already 

changed  Ins  position  on  the  Independent  Treasury 
questioiii  it  was  deemed  necessary,  by  tiie  friends  of 
ib.  Tan  Buien,  that  he  should  remain  at  Washing- 
ton, and  lie  therefore  dccUned  accepting  ihc  office. 
Phiio  Gridley,  of  Madison  county,  was  afterwards  se- 
lected to  fill  the  vacancy.  The  Governor,  in  the  first 
place,  appointed  John  R  Skinner  Circuit  Jndge  of  the 
Eighth  Circuit.  JMr.  S.  declined  the  appointment 5 
whereupon  Kathau  Dayton,  of  I^iagaxa  counly, 
vms  nominated  by  the  Governor,  snd  confirmed 
by  the  Senate. 

The  Whigs  came  very  near  losing  tlie  Ciiarter  ' 
election  in  the  city  of  Mew-York,  in  the  spring  of 
1838,  and  they  met  with  unexpected  leverscs  in  sev- 
eral other  States  in  the  Union.  The  tide  appeared 
tp  be  taming  in  favor  of  the  DemoeoUic  party,  and 
they  entered  upon  the  canvass  full  of  hope  and  en- 
thusiasm.  At  the  Herkimer  Convention,  held  on  the 
12th  day  of  September,  Messrs.  Marcy  and  Tracy 
were  nnanimously  nominated,  as  the  Democratic  can- 
didates for  Governor  and  Lieut  Governor.  The 
Wliig  Convention  was  held  on  the  same  day,  at 
Utica.  Considerable  difficulty  was  e^qperienced  in 
the  selection  of  their  candidates.  A  portion  of  the 
members  were  waniily  in  favor  of  Mr.  Granger,  and 
another  portion  urged  tiie  name  of  Luther  Bradish. 
William  H.  Sewaid  was  findly  brought  forward,  as 
a  compromise  candidate,  and  received  the  nomi- 
nation for  Governor.  Mr.  Bradish  was  then  selected 
for  Lient  Governor,  and  the  Convention  adjlounied 
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In  peifeet  hannony.  A  meeting  of  the  opponents  of 

the  Independent  Treasury,  who  styled  themselves 
Conservatives,  was  held  at  Syracuse,  on  the  3d  day 
of  October.  NaAaniel  P«  Tallmadge,  of  the  United 
States  Senate,  and  John  C.  Clark,  a  member  of  Con- 
gress from  the  county  of  Chenango,  were  present  at 
the  meeting,  and  took  an  acdve  part  in  its  proceed* 
ing9»  This  Oonyention,  annmg  oAier  lesdltitiefis, 
adopted  one  in  favor  of  supporting  Messrs.  Seward 
and  Bradij^y  the  Whig  candidates  for  Oovemor  and 
Lieut  Governor. 


Digitized  by  Coogle 


HI  nw-Tou. 


4U 


CHAPTER  XYI. 


1838— Activity  of  both  partiot  prerion«  to  the  el«ctioii*-Outbreak 
ilk  CiBttdft,  and  exdtenMnt  on  the  northern  frontMr—Hio  Bank- 
ing interest — The  pressure,  and  the  Small  Bill  law — Defeat  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  election  of  William  II,  Seward — Gabriel 
Furman — Gideon  Hammond — James  R.  Lawrence — Peter  B. 
Porter,  Jr. — Robert  Deuniston — Levi  S.  Chat^ld — Ward  Hunt 
' — ^Andrew  G.  CbatQeld-^Anntial  saasion  of  the  Legislatare  in 
1S39— Message  of  €k>v.  Seward— Btpaal  of  the  Small  Rill  law- 
John  C.  Spencer  appoinfed  Secretary  of  State;  Bates  Took,  Comp- 
troller; Willis  Hall,  Attorney  Genenl;  and  Jacob  Haitrbt,  Treasur- 
er— Attempt  to  electa  United  States  Senator — Tour  of  Mr.  Van  Bu** 
renthrodgh  the  Stateof  New- york->NoTeinber  election— Mitchell 
Sanford — Friend  Huinjihrey — Jamee  Gr,  Hopkins — Andrew  B, 
Dickinson — William  H.  Van  Schuonhoven — Henry  G.  WheatOtt 
— William  Duer — Georixe  A.  Simmons — Seth  C.  Hawley — Whiff 
National  Convention — -Nomination  of  Gen.  Harrison — Legislature 
of  1840— Nathaniel  P.  Tailmadge  elected  United  States  Senator 
— Bemoval  of  the  Democratic  Canal  Commissioners— »Martin  Van 
Buren  re-nominated  for  President — Re-nomination  of  Senard  and 
Bradish — William  C.  Bourk  and  Daniel  S.  Dickinson  nominated 
by  the  Democratic  State  Convention — j^xcitement  fJicvious  to  the 
election — The  Whig  party  triumphant — Details  ol  the  election — 
Henry  W.  Strong— Elijah  Rhoades — ^Alrah  Worden— John  M. 
Holley — Arphax^  Loomis — John  L.  0*SBllivan — Legislature  of 
1841 — Controversy  between  the  Executive  of  this  State  and  the 
Gorcrnor  of  Virginia — Removal  of  Mr,  Morris  from  the  Recorder- 
ahip  of  New-York — Distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  publ^ 
laiilSi—**ThePeoplc'8Reiohition**— Prospects  of  the  Whig  party — 
]>eath  of  Gen.  Harris,  and  dissolution  of  the  Cabinet— Whig 
Stete  Convention  in  1841 — ^Trial  and  acquittal  of  Alexander  Mc- 
Leod — November  election — Success  of  the  Democrats — Mor- 
ris Franklin — Abraham  Bockee — Erastus  Corning — Lyman 
Sherwood — Gideon  Hard — John  A.  Lott — Horatio  Seymour— 
Ziha  A.  Ldand— Calnn  T.  Halbnrd— Theron  R.  Strongs- Albert 
Smith — Legislature  of  1842 — Azariah  C.  Flagg  appointed  Comp- 
troller; Samuel  Youne,  ^Secretary  of  State  ;  Geor^^e  P.  Barker,  At- 
torney General ;  and  Nathaniel  Jones,  Survevor  General — Change 
of  the  Canal  Commidsioaers — The  Stop  and  Tax  law  of  1842 — De* 
elaiaion  of  Got.  Seward,  and  nomination  of  Bradish  and  Furman 
Igr  tiie  Whig  CcNvrentiaii— Ra»Boaiination  of  Booek  and  Diekiii» 

Both  parties  entered  upon  the  canvass  in  183S| 
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wMi  Ihe  nuMt  flattering  prospects  of  moemL  Qor* 

Ma  icy  was  a  tliorough  partizan,  and  a  shrewd  po- 
litical tactician.  The  ease  and  courtesy  of  bis  address, 
and  the  hmhamU  of  his  diapoaitioD,  i^ndaiad  him 
personally  very  popular ;  and   had    it  not  beea 
for  the  measures  with  which  he  was,  to  a  greater  or 
less  extenti  eontiectedi  it  is  acarcely  possible  that  he 
could  ham  been  defeated.   The  Whigs  were  aictive 
and  enthusiastic,  and  the  youncr  rnenj  especially,  ex- 
erted tbemselTes  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Seward.  At  the 
Utica  CouTeiition,  a  plan  was  devised  for  the  mote 
perfect  organization  of  the  Whi?  party  in  the  State, 
arid  measures  were  set  on  foot  to  carry  it  into  efiecL 
Tiie  excitement  on  the  northern  frontier,  growing 
out  of  the  burning  of  the  steamer  Caroline,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1837,  and  the  measures  taken  by  the  Presidenti 
and  Gov.  Marcy,  to  prevent  American  citisena  from 
violating  the  laws  and  treaties  of  the  comitry,  by 
openly  aiding  the  outbreak  in  Canada,  were  dex- 
tromdy  taken  advantage  of  by  iht  Whig  poUtieiao8|  to 
inflame  the  minds  of  the  voters  against  the  State  and 
National  Administrations,    The  money  market  had 
become  much  easier,  but  the  peopleyand  the  laboring 
classes  in  particular,  had  not  forgotten  the  effects  of 
the  pressure ;  and  they  were  not  only  constantly  re- 
minded of  them,  but  they  were  in^pructed  to  regard 
the  small  bill  law  as  a  relief  measoie,  relnetantly 
yielded  fay  the  Democrats  in  the  Senate,  in  the  hope 
of  maintaining  their  ascendancy  in  the  State.  After 
the  appearance  of  Gov.  Maicy's  message,  endorsiiq^ 
tiie  Independent  Treasury  plan  recommended  by  lb. 
Van  Buren,  tlie  banking  interest  bws^tne  more  de» 
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cidedly  liostile  to  the  State  Administration  ;  and  yet, 
notwithstanding  this,  a  large  number  of  the  l^uai  ^ 
lUghta  meiiy  in  the  eitjr  of  Meir*York,  lafnaed  to  sop- 
|>ort  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Goyernor,  on  the 
^gpround  that  he  was  a  siockiiolder  in  several  banks, 
aiid  Iherafom  ideiitified with  that  iiitemt*  Aportiaa 
at  the  original  National  RepnbKeana  also,  who  wave 

members  of  the  T^lasonic  society,  availed  thtMiiselves 
of  the  opportunity  ailbrded  by  the  inUrodudioa  ol  a 
new  iaaue  into  the  politics  of  the  State,  to  return  to 
their  former  associations. 

It  was  impossible  for  the  Democratic  party  to  rnain^ 
tain  itself-  against  soefa  «  eombination  of  ndfoiae  in- 
flneiifes.  The  Whijrs  elected  their  State  tickot  hf 
more  than  ten  thousand  majority.  They  also  earned 
five  of  the  eight  Senate  Districts^  and  retiurned  nearly 
two-thirds  of  the  nwnbers  of  Assonhly*  The  whole 
number  of  votes  cast  for  Govern oPj  was  over  three 
hundred  and  seventy-hve  thousand*  William  H. 
SewMfd  reooiTed  one  hundred  ninflly4wo  thonsMMi 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-two ;  and  William  L.  Mar- 
Cf  one  hundred  eighty-two  thousand  four  hundred 
«id  si^ty-oiMu  TIm  niajorities  for  Mr*  Seweid  in  the 
western  part  of  Iche  State,  where  he  was  more  geneieUy 
kuo wn,  exceeded  the  expectat  ions  of  his  friends.  The 
county  of  Genesee  gave  him  .three  thousand  and 
lhirtf*fiire  minority ;  Erie^  twenty-six  handled  and 
twenty-six;  Chautauqne,  nearly  two  thousand;  and 
Monroe  upwards  oi  eleven  hundred.  On  the  northern 
.  ftontieri  the  Demoerats  wm  peoaUerly  unfiNrlnnete. 
In  the  county  of  Oswego,  their  majority  was  but  forty- 
eighty  while  Jefferson  completely  reversed  herposi- 
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tioH,  and  gare  five-hundred  and  twelm  mij<H:ity  for 

the  Whig  ticket. 

The  Senatoia  diosen  at  this  eleetioo,  w^ie  Gabriel 
Fnmtan,  from  the  First  Dietriet,  in  Ate  {dace  of  Ooe 

S.  Downing ;  Daniel  Joliiisoii,  liom  the  Second,  m 
the  place  of  John  P.  Jones ;  Alonzo  U.  Paige,  from 
the  Thiidy  in  the  place  of  Abmham  L*  Lawyer  i  Be- 
thnel  Peck,  from  the  Fourth,  in  the  jdace  of  Jabez 
Wilies ;  Joseph  Clark,  ironi  the  Fifth,  in  the  place  of 
Abgah  Beck  with ;  Alvah  Hant,  fjNka  the  Sixth,  in 
the  }daee  of  Levi  Beardatey ;  Robert  GL  Nicholas,  from 
the  Seventh,  in  the  place  of  Chester  Loomis  ;  and 
Henry  Hawkins,  from  the  Eighth,  in  the  place  of 
iBiacLaey*  Messrs.  Johnson,  Paige,  and  Okurk^  were 
the  only  Democratic  Senators  elected.  The  most 
prommeut  Whig  members  of  Assembly  chosen  this 
year,  were  John  B.  Scoles,  and  Qeorge  Zabriakie,  of 
New-Tofk ;  Rkshaid  P.  Eferrick,  of  Kensselaer ;  Gideon 
Hammond,  of  Essex  ;  James  R.  Lawrence,  of  Onon- 
daga ;  Henry  W«  Taylor,  of  Ontario ;  Geo^  W.  Pat- 
t«son,  of  Livingston;  a»4PelerB.Porter,  Jr.,  of  Niag- 
ara :  and  on  the  Democratic  side,  were  Henry  Ho^e- 
boom,  of  Columbia;  KobertDemiiston,ofOrange  j  Levi 
&  Ctaalfidd,  of  Ota^;  WavdHant,  of  Oneida;  and 
Andrew  G.  Ohatfield,  of  Stettben. 

A  short  time  after  the  November  election,  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  induce  Gov«  M&rey  to  convene  an 
ema  session  of  the  State  Senate  for  the  plirpose  of 
filling  certain  offices  about  to  become  vacant,  before 
the  ioauguratiou  of  his  successor.  This  was  the  os- 
tanaibls  object  proposed  to  be  accomidished,  but  it 
was  no  doubt  contemplated  that  a  large  majority  of 
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the  oiiice-holders  m  the  State  would  resigni  ia  order 
that  they  might  be  xe-appoiiited  for  a  fall  term.  Gov. 
Marcy  possessed  too  much  manliness  and  integrity  to 
yield  to  any  such  suggestion,  and  he  explicitly  re- 
fused to  accede  to  the  request. 

The  anmial  session  of  the  Legislature  commenced 
on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1839.  Georrre  W.  Patter- 
son was  elected  Speaker,  by  tiurty-eight  majority,  over 
Thomas  Annstrong^,  the  Democratic  candidate.  The 
first  message  of  Gov.  Seward  was  too  lengthy,  but  it 
was  written  with  marked  ability.  He  dissented,  in 
many  important  particulars^  from  the  policy  of  tho 
previous  administration,  and  recommended  the  vig- 
orous prosecution  of  an  extensive  system  of  internal 
improvements;  among  the  principal  features  of  which, 
were  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal^  and  the  con-* 
struction  of  several  lateral  canals,  and  three  pvnicipal  - 
lines  of  railroad,  through  the  northern,  middle,  and 
southern  sections  of  the  State.  In  regard  to  the  re- 
sources of  the  State,  the  Governor  adopted  the  report 
of  Mr.  Ruggles,  as  the  basis  of  his  calculations;  but 
he  expressed  the  utmost  confidence  that  the  measures 
which  he  advised  could  be  completed,  without  resort* 
ing  to  taxation,  and  in  a  manner  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  best  interests,  and  tlie  permaneut  wclJOEue 
and  prosperity  of  New- York.  The  following  passage, 
which  occurs  in  the  message,  is  a  just  and  appro- 
priate commentary  on  the  financial  policy  of  former 
administrations : 

History  furnishes  no  parallel  to  the  financial 
achievements  of  this  State.  It  surrendered  its  share 
in  the  National  domain,  and  relinquished  for  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


4M 


miTICAL  PAXTISt 


general  welfare  all  the  rerenms  of  its  foreign  com- 
merce, equal  generally  to  two-thirds  of  the  entire  ex- 
penditure of  the  Federal  Government  It  has,  never- 
thelees,  sustained  the  expenses  of  its  own  edministrar 
tion,  founded  and  endowed  a  broad  system  of  educa- 
tion, charitable  institutions  for  eveiy  class  of  the  un- 
fortunate, and  a  penitentiary  establiidbiineni  which  ia 
adc^ted  as  a  model  by  cirUized  nations.  It  has  in- 
creased four-fold  the  wealth  of  its  citizens,  and  re- 
lieved them  from  direct  taxation;  and,  in  addition  to 
all  tfaiSi  has  carried  forward  a  stupendous  enterprise 
of  improvement,  all  the  Avhile  diminishing  its  debt, 
magnifying  its  credit,  and  augmenting  its  resources.'' 

The  Governor  also  recommended  the  creation  of  a 
board  of  internal  improvements,  to  consist  of  one 
member  from  each  Senate  District,  who  should  dis- 
idiarge  aU  the  duties  of  the  Canal  Board ;  the  revi- 
sion of  the  judiciary  system;  and  the  ejection  of  a 
nioiuiment  in  the  city  of  Albany,  beneatli  which  the 
temains  of  Dewitt  Clinton  might  be  deposited. 

On  the  3rd  day  of  January,  Mr.  Taylor,  ctf  Ontario, 
introduced  a  bill  into  the  Assembly,  in  pursuance  of 
previous  notice,  providing  for  the  unconditional  re- 
peal of  ttie  law  probilnting  the  circulation  of  small 
bills.  Mr.  Skinner,  a  Demoemtic  Senatcnr  from  the 
Fifth  District,  also  brought  forward  a  bill,  of  the  same 
purport,  in  theSenate;  but  that  first  proposed  by  Mr. 
Taylor  passed  both  houses,  by  general  consent,  and 
became  a  law.  Gol.  Young  nnd  Mr.  Spraker  were 
the  only  Senators. who  voted  against  it  A  special 
committee  was  appointed,  to  take  into  consideiatioa 
that  part  of  the  Governor's  message  relating  to  Itie 
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imtmnmeUt  oTer  the  lemains  of  Mr.  Clinton.  Mr. 

'Hunt  of  Oneida.  iMr.  Enos  of  Madison,  and  Mr.  Salis- 
bury  of  Wayne,  offered  separate  resoiutioas,  iiistnwt- 
iDg  the  'cmmmttee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
-erecting  mennments  to  the  memory  of  Gen.  Herki* 
mar,  George  Cliutoii,  aud  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  which 
were  adepts.  Several  animated  discussions  arose- 
Rxpon  tbismAjeet  durin:^'  the  session,  but  no  definite* 
*vote  was  taken  on  either  of  the  propositions  before 
fthe  Legislature,  although  it  is  probable  tliat  amajori*- 
^  of  l!he  members  were  opposed  to  making  an  appro* 
priatfen  firom  the  public  treasury  for  such  purw 
^ses. 

A  caucus  of  the  Whig  members  fA  the  Lqpiria* 
tare  was  held  on  the  Slst  day  of  Januaiy.  John 

Spencer  was  warmly  urged  for  the  Comptrollersliip, 
snd  it  is  said  that  he  was  quite  anxious  to  receive 
'die  appointment ;  bnt  the  decision  of  the  caucus  was 
in  favor  of  Bales  Cooke,  of  Niagara,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  active  Anti-Masons  in  Western  New- 
York.  Mr.  Spencer  was  nominated  for  the  office  of 
Secretary  of  State.  Willis  Hall,  of  New-Tork ;  Sam- 
uel Stevens,  of  Albany ;  and  Joshua  A.  Spencer,  of  Uti- 
esa;  were  the  prominentcandidatesfortheofficeo/Attor* 
ney  General.  The  name  of  Mr.  Spencer  was  finalty 
withdrawn,  and  the  contest  between  Messrs.  Hall  and 
Stevens  terminated  in  the  nomination  of  the  iormer, 
by  a  vote  of  forty-five  to  fbrty^two.  Mr.  Hall  was 
not,  at  this  time,  a  conspicuous  member  of  his  profes- 
sioDi  and  some  dissatisfaction  was  mauiiested  at  his 
aelflelion;  but  he  soon  evinced  more  than  cvdinary  tal- 
ents m  the  dischargee  of  his  official  duties^  and  qukt- 
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ed|  in  a  great  degree,  the  ill-feeling  wiiich  had  beeu 
BDfliBiidiiBd.  Doet.  Baislow  had  bsmid  difltaliafiadL 

with  the  pohlical  movements  at  Albany,  aud  sigiiiiied 
his  wish  to  letiie  from  oiiice;  whereupon,  Jacob 
Hftigbti  of  Gmne  coimty,  fem^riy  a  leiulii^ 
and  Peck's  man,  was  seleeted  for  the  office  of  Trea- 
surer.  Mr.  Tallmadge  was  nominated,  by  the  Whig 
caucusp  for  leHsleetion  to  the  United  States  Seoola. 
A  eonaiderable  portion  of  the  party  were  inclined  to 
oppose  ihc  nominaiioii  of  tliat  gentleman,  notwith- 
^aading  his  exertions  ia  support  of  the  Whig  ticket  , 
at  the  iall  electiooj  but  no  eSbsi  waa  made  to  defeat 
him  at  the  caucus. 

The  individuals  nominated  by  the  Wlug  caucofl^ 
w«re  all  cbo^  by  the  Legidatuxe,  in  joint  meeiitigy 
with  the  exertion  of  Mr.  Talimadga.   The  House 
nouiiiiated  the  candidate  selected  in  caucus;  but  the 
Senate  refused  to  make  any  nomination.   Tiie  fsch^ 
ceedings  in  that  body  were  similar  to  those  which 
took  place  in  1825.    Six  different  ballots  were  had,  ' 
but  as  the  Democratic  Senators  divided  their  voVss^ 
and  were  determined  to  prevent  an  election,  no 
choice  was  made.    On  the  sixth  b&Uot,  all  the  ' 
Wings,  and  two  Democrats,  voted  for  Samuel  Beaxd^ 
ley,  who  wanted  but  one  vote,of  receiving  the  nanu* 
natiiHi.  The  majority  then  refused  to  ballot  agaiii, 
and  claimed  that  they  possessed  equal  power  with  ■ 
the  House,  in  the  choke  of  Senators,  and  tha^  tha  '  , 
elecdon  should  be  made  by  joint  resolution* 
Paige  made  an  able  report  in  justification  of  this  I 
'  comse,  but  a  majority  of  the  electors  in  the  State  did 
not  seem  to  beconviaoed  by  hisaigumenlSi  if  wemay 
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ngsrd  1I10  i^lt  of  the  Bucceediog  eieetion  as  any  in- 
dieatkm  of  their  Tiew9»    Stephcoi  Tan  Rflii«mlAer, 

one  of  the  Caiml  Commissioners,  died  in  January  of 
this  year,  and  the  Legislattue  appointed  Samuel  B* 
Huggles,  the  author  of  the  edefarated  R^ft  on  In- 
ternal Improvements,  made  to  the  Legislature  in  1838, 
as  his  successor. 

Jamas  Porter,  a  prominent  memberof  the  old  Albany 
Regency,  died  in  the  winter  of  1839.  His  death  oc- 
casioned a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  iiegister  in  Chan- 
eery,  which  -ma  fiUed  by  the  appointment  of  John 
vir.  DaTiaon,  of  Saratoga.  The  offiee  was  sueeeflBiVd* 
ly  tendered,  by  the  Chancellor,  to  Azariah  C.  Flagg, 
and  Samuel  L.  Edwards,  a  Senator  ^om  the  SeTonth 
IHstriet,  both  of  whom  dedined  aceepting'  it 

The  cnsLiinsf  Presidential  election  was  looked  for- 
ward  to  with  much  anxiety,  in  1839,  and  occasioned- 
eonsidembte  excitement thronghont  the  country.  Mr. 
Van  Buren  visited  this  State  in  the  summer  of  that 
year,  and  was  cordially  welcomed  at  aii  the  prmcipal 
pittoeson  hisionte,  by  laigeeoneomsesof  his  fellow eiti- 
flsns.  The  resnlt  of  this  tour  was  unfavomble  to  the 
President  Upon  hisfirst  hmding  at  the  city  of  New- 
York,  he  was  addressed  by  John  W.  Edmonds,  on 
behalf  of  the  eitizens,  in  a  speech  which  rendered  it  ne* 
cessary  for  Jiim  to  allude,  in  his  re[)ly,  to  tiie  political 
contests  and  divisions  that  were  agitating  the  pub- 
lie  mind.  The  opposition  immediately  chaiged  him 
with  making:  an  electioneering  tour;  and  they  also 
availed  themselves  of  every  unintentional  neglect,  on 
his  part,  to  notice  individnal  members  of  the  numei^ 
ons  crowds  that  waited  on  him,  to  excile  the  tfnimos- 
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ity  and  ill-foe] ing  of  the  objects  of  these  fancied  ojiev- 
ances.   Tiie  Stale  elections,,  in  the  summer  and  fallal* 

- 1839,  were  quite  favoiAbte  lO'  the  National  Administm* 
tion,  but  the  result  of  the  November*  election  in  New- 
York  dissipated  many  o£  the  hopes  which  had  beau, 
pvedicaled  upon  them..  The  Denocrate  succeeded  ia* 
the  First,  Second,  and  FiMi  Di8trictt,.and  the  Whigs 

^  earned  the  remainder ;  which  secured  to  them,  for  the 
first  tiniai  a  majority  in  tb#  State  Senate.  Mintborae 
Tcimpkins  was  elected  iathe-First  Senatorial  Distrietr 
in  the  place  of  Henry  Floyd  Jones ;  John  Hunter  was 
le^eiected  in  tiie  Second  District ;  Erastus  Hoot  was- 
chosen  frooi  the  Third  District,  in  the  place  of  James 
Powers,  and  Mitchell  Sanford,.and  Friend  Humphref^ 
were  elected  to  fill  the  vacancies  occasioned  by 
the  death  of  Noadiah  Johnson},  and  the  resignation  <^ 

'  Edward  P.  Livingston.  James  G.  HopkiOs  was  le- 
turned  from  the  Fourth  District,  in  the  place  of  David 
Spraker;  Suomer  Ely,.frora  the  Fifth,  in  the  place  of 
Mieah Starling;  Andrew B.Dickinson,from the  Sixth,. 

,  in  the  place  of  George  Huntington  ;  Mark  H.  Sibley, 
from  the  Seventh^  in  the  place  of  John  Beards! ey;  and 
Abram  Dixon,  from  the  Eighth,  in  the  place  of  Ghann* 
cey  J.  Fox.  The  Whigs  also  elected  about  seventy 
members  of  the  House  of  Assembly.    Messrs,  Patter- 

.  son,  Porter^  Denniston,.  L»  Sv  Chat^Id,  and  A.  G 
ChatfieM,  were  re-eleated..  Henry  G.  Wheaton,  of 
Albany,  Wm.  H.Van  Schooahoven  of  Rensselaer,  Geo. 
A.  Simmons  of  Essex^  John  A.  King  of  dueens,  Wm. 
Dner,  of  Oswego,  and  Setb  0.  Hawley,  of  Erie,  all 
talented  and  influential  Whigs,-  were  reiurned  from, 
tbeu  respective  coimtie&. . 
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The  Whig  Natioual  Convention,  for  the  nomination 
of  candidate*  for  Prandent  and  Vice  Praaideoii  mat  at 
bairisbnr;  on  tha  first  day  of  Daoembar.  The  name 
of  Mr.  Webster  had  been  mentioned,  in  connectioii. 
with  the  Presidency,  but  he  positively  declined  being' 
a  catididatey  early  in  the  summer  of  thia  yaar«  Thar 
most  prominent  individuals  urged  before  the  Conven- 
tion, were  Geo*  HarrisoUi  Mr.  Clayi  and  Gen*  Scott*- 
The  iaat  named  genileman  waa  broiight  forward  by 
Charles  Kinp,  of  the  New-York  Ameriean,  and  aava^ 
ral  otlier  leading  Whigs  in  the  State,  but  a  short  time 
preTious  to  the  meeting  of  the  Cmveotioo.  It  waa  alao" 
aaid,  that  some  of  the  confidential  friends  irf  Qw.  8ew«- 

ard  were  concerned  in  this  niovcmcnt,  and  tliat  the 

object  was  to  prevent  the  seiection  of  Mr.  Clay,  not  so- 
mnch,  perbapSi  out  of  personal  opposition  to  binii  aa* 

from  the  fear  that  he.could  not  secure  the  votes  of  th^ 
non-slavehoidiog  States  agamst  Mr.  Van  Buren.  'fhor 
contest  between  the  friends  of  the  different  candidatea^ 
was  warm  and  spirited,  and  it  was  with  great  diffip- 
culty  that  a  choice  was  eventually  made.    The  name- 
of  Gen.  Scott  was  withdrawn,  and  his  friends  cas^ 
their  rotes  for  Gen.  Harrison,  who  was  duly  nomi*^^ 
nated.    Mr.  Clay  received  about  ninety  votes,  on  the- 
last  ballot.   Jotm  Tyler,  of  Virginiai  who  had  sup^ 
ported  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Clay,  was,  salected  aa 
the  candidate  for  Vice  President.   The  Convention 
adjournediwithoatadoptiogaoy  addresser  resolutions! 
'  ezprassiveof  their  views  on  political  qaestions.  The 
cause  of  this  neglect  was  generally  understood  tftboir 
that  the  members  of  tlie  Convention  were  so  much 
divided  on  certain  measures  then  in  agitatioUi  that  iti- 
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wonld  have  been  impossible  to  hariuonize  thecoQ^ct- 
ing  opinions  that  were  entertained ;  and  subsequent 

events  established  the  correctness  of  this  supposition. 
The  nominations  of  the  Harrisburg  Convention  were 
not  ftenerally  popular  at  first,  but  the  iil*addsed,  and 
unmerited  attacks,  of  several  of  the  most  influential 
Democratic  journals  in  the  country,  on  the  public  and 
private  character  of  Gen.  Harrison,  aroused  a  feeling 
of  sympathy  in  his  behalf  which  was  soon  changed 
into  one  of  irresistilile  eathusiasm. 

Tiie  Lei^islature  of  this  State  assembled  at  Albany^ 
on  the  aeventh  day  of  January,  1840.  Mr.  Patterson 
was  re-elected  Speaker,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  L.  S. 
Chatfield .  The  vote  on  the  Speaicersiiip  stood — sixty- 
oight  to  fifty*8ix.  The  Governor's  views  in  r^ord 
to  the  question  of  internal  improvements,  as  arowed 
in  his  messacre  to  the  two  houses,  were  mainly  in  ac- 
cordance with  those  previously  expressed.  Although 
he  urged  with  nsueh  earnestness  and  ability,  the  im- 
portiUice  of  completing  the  public  works,  he  stated 
that  the  cost  would  far  exceed  the  estimates  made  by 
the  Canal  Conunissiouers  and  Engineers,  and  that 
his  former  recommendations  were  based  on  those  esti- 
mates. He  also  added,  that  if  the  actual  amount  ne- 
Ottssary  for  the  constmction  of  the  Black  River  and 
Genesee  Yalley  canal  had  b^ti  known,  it  wasejcceed- 
ingly  doubtful,  in  hisopinion,  whether  they  would  have 
been  undertaken.  The  message  recommended  various 
improvements  in  the  judiciary  system  of  the  State, 
and  the  amendment  of  the  law  providing  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  avails  of  the  Common  School  fund, 
•0  that  die  children  of  fordlgnero  coald  lecdve  their 
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share  of  the  public  bouuly,  aiid  at  the  same  time  be 
educated  by  teachers  speaking  the  same  language^ 
and  professingthesamereligiaasfaith  with  themselves. 
The  controversy  with  the  authorities  of  Virginia, 
in  relation  to  the  surrender  of  three  persons  as  fagi- 
tives  from  jastice,  charged  with  haring  feloniously 
stolen  a  negro  slave  in  that  State,  was  reviewed  by 
the  Governor,  who  alledged,  as  his  reason  for  de> 
ctining  to  comply  with  the  requisition  made  upon 
him,  that  he  was  of  the  opinion  that  ''the  acts 
charged  upon  the  j)ersons  demanded  were  not  recog-  ' 
nized  as  criminal  by  the  laws  of  this  State,  or  by  the 
universal  laws  at  all  civilized  countries ;  and  that 
consequently  the  case  did  not  fall  witiiin  the  provi- 
sion of  the  Constitution  of  ihe  United  States." 

Ahnost  the  first  business  of  the  Legislature,  was 
the  re-election  of  Nathaniel  P.  Tallmads^e  to  the  office 
of  United  States  Senator.  He  received  the  entire 
Whig  vote  in  the  two  houses,  with  the  exception  of  the 
absentees.  A  bill  was  passed,  on  the  13th  of  January, 
appointing  Thuriow  Weed,  of  the  Evening  Journal, 
State  Printer,  in  the  placeof  Mr.  Croswell.  The  De- 
mocratic Canal  Commissioners,  Messrs.  Toung,  Bow- 
man, Bouck,  Earll,  and  Baker,  were  removed  in  the 
month  of  February ;  and  Asa  Whitney,  S.  Newton 
Dexter,  David  Hudson,  George  H.  JBoughton,  and 
Henry  Hamilton,  all  of  whom  were  active  aiid  zeal- 
ous Whigs,  were  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancies.  At 
the  Whig  Legislative  caucus,  it  was  at  one  time  de- 
termined to  retain  Mr.  Bouck  in  office,  on  account  of 
his  long  practical  experience ;  but  the  members  soon 
found  that  they  could  only  satisfy  their  friends  by  a 
28 
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'aearebtng'  removal  of  tfieir  politieal  oppona&ls. 

One  oi  the  uiost  prominent  subjects  discussed  by  the 
Ley^islature,  was  ihQ  bill  providing  for  a  regislnUioD 
of  voters  io  the  city  of  New-York,  previoae  to  an  ele&» 
tioii.  The  Deuiocmlic  incinliers  of  the  Legislature, 
and  eapecially  those  from  the  city  of  New- York,  ear- 
noBtly  oppoeed  the  bill,  but  it  eveDtoally  paned  both 
houses,  and  received  the  signature  of  the  Governor. 

The  absorbiaa[  topic  of  couversatiou  during  the 
epring  and  summer  of  1840,  waa  the  approaching 
Pieeidential  dectton.  Martiii  Tan  Bttiea  waa  unani- 
■^mously  nominated  for  re-election,  at  the  Democratic 
National  Convention  which  met  at  Baltimore  on  the 
6th  day  of  May.  No  nominatioa  was  made  for  Vice 
President,  in  consequence  of  the  large  number  of  can- 
didates before  the  Convention.  Gol.  Johnson,  how- 
em,  was  subsequently  nominated  by  the  New-York 
State  Convention,  and  he  received  the  support  of  a 
large  majority  oi  the  Democratic  electors  in  the  Union. 
The  Independent  Treasury  bill  became  a  law  on  the 
'  4th  day  of  July ;  and,  f  rom  this  time  forward,  the  most 
powerUil  ciTorts  were  made  on  the  part  of  the  moneyed 
interests,  to  be  affected  by  its  provisions,  for  the  purpose 
ofpreventingtheie-electionofMnVanBuien.  Large 
suras  of  money  were  expended  by  both  parties,  in 
publishing  tracts  and  pamphlets  on  political  ques- 
timis.  A  great  number  of  newspapers^  to  be  eontin* 
ued  until  after  the  election,  were  printed  in  dmoet 
every  ^State.  Among  the  best-conducted  organs  of 
this  class,  was  The  Log  Cabin,"  a  Whig  paper,  pub* 
^liabed  in  the  city  of  New- York,  by  Horace  Greeley, 
one  of  the  ablest  and  most  fearless  editors  in  the  coun- 
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try.  Mr.  Gjreeley  afterwards  established  the  New- 
York  Tribime,  in  coimectlon  with  Thomtts  MoEl^ 
rath,  and  hM  on  several  occasions  rendered  ^eient 

service  to  the  Whig  party  in  the  State  and  Nation, 

The  Whig  State  Contention  met  at  Ulica,  on  the 
19th  day  of  Angnst  Messrs.  Seward  and  Bradish 
were  re-nominatecl,  with  entire  unanimity.  The  De- 
niocratic  Coiiventioa  asseuibled  at  Syracuse  on  the 
2d  of  September.  WUliam  C.  Boock,  Silas  Wright, 
Jr.,  John  A.  Dix,  and  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  were  pre- 
sented to  the  Convention,  by  their  friends,  on  the  in* 
formal  haUot  ibr  tiovemor.  Letters  were  then  pro-^ 
duced  from  Messrs.  Wright,  Savage,  and  Boder,  re- 
questing that  their  names  might  not  be  used,  where- 
upon  Mr.  Bouck  received  the  unanimous  nomination.' 
of  the  Convention.  Daniel  8.  Dickinson,  a  leading 

Democratic  uicniber  of  the  State  Senate,  from  Brcome 
county,  was  selected  as  the  candidate  for  Lieut.  Gov- 
ernor. The  Abolitionists  supported  Gerrit  Smith , 
for  the  office  of  Governor,  and  Charles  O.  Shepard 
Soft  that  of  Lieut.  Governor.  The  candidates  of  the 
same  party,  for  President  and  Vice  President,  were 
James  O.  Birney,  of  Michigan,  and  Thomas  Earle,  of 
Pennsylvania. 

.  After  the  announcement  of  the  Gubernatorial  noat' 
inations,  the  contest  between  the  two  great  parties 
became  still  more  animated  and  exciting.  Large  and 
enthusiastic  mass  meetings  were  held  in  ail  the  prin- 
cipal cities  and  towns.  The  persons  who  attended 
these  gatherings,  from  a  distance,  collected  in  proces- 
sions, and  marched  through  the  streets,  witii  bands 
of  music,  banners  and  devices,  of  every  kind  and 
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description.  The  sober,  reflecting  judgment,  which 
should  always  prompt  the  exercise  of  the  elective 
fraochisei  appMied  to  hare  entirely  given  my  to  ib» 
prevailing  eiccitement.  It  may  well  be,  that  thiseflEep- 
vescence  of  popular  enthusiasm  ought  not  to  be  too 
•eveiely  censuied,  because  it  is,  in  some  degiee,  the 
ofbpcing  of  our  Democratic  institutions ;  but  it  is 
well  worthy  of  ilie  consideration  of  our  statesmen 
and  poiiticiaus,  to  inquire  whether  or  no  a  change 
eoaid  be  made,  that  would  secure  a  calmer  and  moie 

dispassionate  expression  of  the  public  will. 

The  iSovember  election  resulted  in  the  complete 
overthrow  of  the  Democratic  party*  The  majority 
tot  the  Harrison  electoral  ticket,  in  the  State  of  New- 
York,  was  thirteen  thousand,  two  hundred  and  ninety. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was  abandoned  by  some  three  or  four 
thousand  voters,  in  the  State,  who  vrere  opposed  to  d» 
financial  ])olicy  which  he  advocated,  and  who  voted 
fox  the  iieinocratic  candidates  for  Governor  and  Lieut. 
Governor.  Thewholenumberofvotescastfi^Govera* 

or  was  four  hundred  forty-one  thousand  four  hundred 
and  etghty-oue*  Mr,  Seward  received  two  hundred 
twenty^two  thousand  and  eleven ;  Mr.  Bouck,  two 
hundred  sixteen  thousand  eight  hundreSi  and  eight ; 
and  Mr.  Smith,  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty- 
two«  The  counties  in  the  Soutliern  and  Eastern  por- 
tions of  the  State  gave  very  respectable  majorities  fiir 
the  Democratic  ticket ;  but  in  the  Northern  and  AVest- 
em  counties  the  Whig  preponderance  was  overwhelm- 
ing. The  aggregate  majority  for  Gov.  Seward,  in 
St.  Lawrence,  Essex,  Franklin,  Clinton,  Jefferson, 
and  Oswego,  where  the  excitement  in  relation  to  the 
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insurfection  la  Canada  was  still  kepi  up,  exceeded 

seventeen  hundrLd.  The  counties  of  Genesee  and 
Erie,  each,  gave  about  three  thousaad  majority  against 
tlie  Democratic  candidate  for  GorerDor. 

The  Senators  chosen  this  year  wcrr.  Johii  B.  Scott, 
from  the  First  District,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Tallmadge ; 
Robert  Denniston^  from  the  Second,  in  the  place  of 
Mr.  ^Tan  Dyck,  who  had  become  one  of  the  editors 
and  proprietors  of  the  Albany  Argus  ;  Henry  W. 
Strong,  from  the  Third,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Sanford ; 
John  W.  Tajriori  from  the  Fourth,  in  the  place  of 
Samuel  Yonnsr;  Henry  A.  Foster,  from  the  Fifth,  in 
the  place  of  David  Wager ;  Neheiniah  Piatt,  from  the 
Sixth,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Dickinson;  and  Elijah 
Rhoades,  from  the  Seventh,  in  the  place  of  Samuel 
L.  Edwards.    Samn^^l  Works  was  re-elected  in  tlie 
Eighth  District  Messrs.  Taylor,  Piatt,  Rhoades, 
and  Works,  were  Whigs ;  the  other  Senators  elect 
were  Democrats.    Of  the  members  of  Assembly 
chosen  at  this  election,  sixty*8ix  were  Whigs,  and 
sixty -two  were  Democrats.   Messrs.  Wheaton,  Haw^ 
ley,  Simmons,  P.  B.  Porter,  Jr.,  Duer,  L.  S.  Chatfield, 
Van  8choonhoven,aud  A.  G.C.^hatfield,  were  re-elected. 
The  Whigs  elected  AWah  Worden,  in  Ontario ;  Levi 
Hubbcll,  the  late  Adjutant  General,  in  Tompkins ; 
Erastus  D.  Culver,  in  Washington;  and  John  M. 
HoUey,  in  Wayne.  The  most  prominent  Demo- 
cmts  chosen,  were  Michael  Hoffman  and  Arphaxed 
Loomis,  from  Herkimer;  David     F.  Jones,  and  John 
L»  O'Sullivan,  from  New- York ;  William  Taylor,  from 
Onondaga ;  and  John  W.  Lawrence,  from  Queens. 
The  Legislature  assembled  on  the  5th  day  of  Jaiiu- 
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ttry^  1841.  Peter  B.  Porter^  Jr.,  was  elected  8pe«ker| 
over  Levi  S.  Chatfield,  the  candidate  of  the  Demo* 

ciatic  members,  by  a  strict  party  vote.  Gov.  Seward 
lepeated,  in  his  annual  message,  the  recommendation 
vhkh  he  had  previously  made  iii  regard  to  the  in* 
struction  of  the  children  of  adDpted  citizens,  and  the 
ameudment  of  the  comiuoti  school  Jaw.  Ue  stated 
that  the  conmiissioners  appointed  in  1840,  to  mediate 
a  settlement  between  the  occupants  of  the  manor  of 
Rensselaer  wyck  and  their  landlords,  had  discharged 
the  duty  assigned  to  them,  and  would  soon  make  their 
rq)ort  He  also  recommended  an  expression;  on  the 
part  of  the  Legislature,  in  favor  of  distributing  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  among  the  several  States ; 
and  advised  the  completion  of  the  enlargement  of  the 

Erie  canal,  and  the  other  works  comincnced  b^the 
State.  That  portiouof  the  message  relating  to  inter- 
nal improvementSy  concluded  with  the  following  para- 
graph : 

I  tender  you  my  congratulations  upon  the  happy 
termination  of  the  embarrassments  to  which  it  has 
been  my  duty-  to  refer.  The  people  of  the  State  have 

stood  firm  by  the  pillars  of  her  strength  and  glory. 
Time  enough  has  elapsed  to  show  that  our  &scal  con- 
dition is  sound ;  that,  although  the  expense  of  our 

ixoprovenients  was  erroneously  estimated,  our  reve* 
nues  are  abundantly  adequate ;  and  that,  with  judi- 
cious management,  we  may  persevere  firmly  in  the 
policy  of  internal  improvement,  with  a  confident  ex- 
pectation of  accomplishing  ultimately  all  that  has 
been  contemplated." 
The  nett  revenues  of  all  the  canals,  during  the  pre- 
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▼ious  fiscal  year,  after  payinsr  the  interest  on  the  debt 
for  the  enlargement,  and  deducting  all  the  expeadi- 
tares  and  deficiencies  on  the  lateral  canals,  was  stated 
in  the  message  to  be  upwards  of  seven  hundred  and 

ninety-eisrht  ihonsaiid  dollars. 

On  the  12th  day  of  January,  the  Governor  recom- 
mended to  the  Senate  the  xemoyal  of  Robert  H.  Mor- 
ris, from  the  office  of  Recorder  of  the  city  of  New- 
York,  upon  the  ground  that  he  had  seized  certain 
papers,  alledged  to  contain  the  evidence  of  extensive 
frauds  perpetrated  on  tfie  elective  franchise,  which  were 
deposited  in  the  hands  of  a  private  citizen,  and  deliv- 
ered up,  under  the  influence  of  the  threat,  that 
force  would  be  used  in  case  of  a  refusal  to  surrender ; 
and  thiit  the  Recorder  had  justified  the  s-  rziire,  in  a 
charge  delivered  to  the  grand  jury,  impanneled  at 
the  November  term  of  the  Oourt  of  General  Sessions. 
The  Whig  majority  in  the  Senate  acted  promptly 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Executive,  and  re- 
moved Mr.  Morris  from  office,  notwithstanding  the 
mgent  remdnstiances  of  Mr.  Strong,  and  other  Demo- 
cratic Senators,  who  insisted  that  no  judicial  officer 
might  to  be  removed,  without  resorting  to  the  ordinary 
legal  course  of  impeachment.  Frederick  A*  Tall-- 
madge,  late  a  member  of  the  Senate  from  the  First 
District,  was  soon  after  appoiuttd  to  the  vacant  Re* 
eorderAip.  The  removal  of  Mr*  Morris  created  a 
strong  feeling  of  indignation  among  the  Democrats  in 
the  city  of  New- York  :  he  was  subsequently  nomi- 
nated as  their  candidate  for  Mayor,  at  the  charter 
election  in  1841,  and  succeeded  over  his  Whig  oppo- 
neat,  by  a  large  majority. 


Digitized  by  Google 


The  oliicial  returus  of  tbe  filcctoiai  votes  for  Pres- 
ideat  and  Vice  President  weie  counted  and  deekund^. 
ill  joint  session  of  the  two  houses  of  Congress,  on  the 
10th  day  of  February.  The  tellers  announced  that 
William  Henry  Harrison  had  received  two  hundied 
and  thirty-four  votes  for  President,  and  Martin  Tan 
Buien  sixty ;  and  tiiat  John  Tyler  had  received  two 
hundred  and  thirty-four  votes  for  Vice  President; 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  forty-eight ;  Littleton  W.Ta» 
well,  eleven  :  and  James  K.  Polk,  ouc. 

liesolntious  were  adopted  by  the  New- York  Legis<^ 
latnre,  in  the  month  <d  February,  lequesting  the  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives  from  this  State,  to  oppose 
any  measure  calculated  to  prevent  the  distribution  of 
the  entire  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  after  deduct* 
iog  such  appropriations  as  might  be  made,  for  poblie 
purposes,  to  the  several  States  and  Territories  in  which 
they  were  situated.  Acts  were  idso  passed  at  this 
session,  appropriating  eight  thousand  dollars,  per  an^ 
num,  for  five  years,  to  the  several  counties  in  the 
Statei  to  be  divided  among  tiiem,  in  rateiJble  pcopor-* 
tions,  for  the  promotion  of  agriculture  and  household 
manufactures ;  and  authorizing  a  loan  of  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal, 
and  the  construction  of  the  Black  River  and  Genesee 
Valley  canals.  Glen«  Root  introduced  a  joint  resolu* 
tion  into  the  Senate,  in  favor  of  the  incorporation  of 
a  National  Bank,  which  received  the  approbation  of 
the  Evening  Journal,  the  acknowledged  oigan  of  the 
administration,  but  was  not  sustained  by  a  majority 
of  the  Legislature.  Mr.  Loomis  presented  a  resolu- 
tion, in  the  Assembly,  which  was  afterwards  known 
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as  "  The  People's  Eesolutioo/'  adopting  the  principle  *^ 
of  a  moliitjon  passed  at  the  Bqual  £ij^ti^  or  liooo 
Foco  State  Goaveiitkni,  in  1837,  and  providinf  for 
the  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  prohibit 
ajay  increase  of  the  iState  debt,  unless  witli  the  coa- 
asiit  of  the  peofde.  This  rescdation  was  discussed 

with  iircat  ability,  by  several  inembersof  the  Assembly, 
but  did  not  obtain  a  favorable  vote.  An  attempt  was 
madei  at  this  aession,  to  pass  a  iav^  dividing  the  State 
intoelection  districts,  and  restrictiiig  theelecttons  toone 
day :  but,  as  the  Democrats  of  the  House  were  in  tiie 
nudity  for  sev^al  days  prior  to  the  adjoumnieiit,  in 
CKNiseqiieiioeofthedefecCioiiandabseneeofthfeeorfoi^ 
of  the  Whi^  members,  they  refused  to  vote  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  unless  it  was  accompanied  with  the  repeal  of 
the  Registry  law  ia  the  city  of  New*York  \  and  it  was, 
therefore,  lost.  A  bill,  containing  similar  provisions, 
and  £4^plicable  only  to  the  cities  of  the  State,  was 
passed  a  shoct  time  previous  to  the  adjoummeDt. 

The  Whig  party  in  the  l^ate  and  Union  never  en* 
joyed  brighter,  or  fairer  prospects,  to  all  outward  ap- 
pearances, than  at  the  time  of  the  inauguration  of 
Gen.  Haixison.  The*  selection  of  his  cabinet  vwy 

naturally  occasioned  some  diiiicully  and  embarrass- 
ment, and  the  appomtmcnt  of  Francis  Granger  ta  the 
office  of  Post  Jdaster  General,  waa  not,  at  fost,  quite 
acceptable  to  the  friends  of  Mr.  Seward ;  but  the  ma- 
ny estinmble  qualities  ol  the  Pre&ident,  and  his  evi- 
dent desire  to  act  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of 
his  party,  so  fisur  as  be  conid  consistently  do  so,  assured 
him  their  respect  and  coiifidence.  One  brief  njonth 
mairedali  theseglorious  prospects,  anddissipated  these 
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*&aUeriug  anticipations.  Gen.  Harrison  died  on  the 
'  4th  day  of  April,  1841.  The  axmouncement  of  this 
afflleting  dispensation  spread  a  deep  gloom  oret  the 
country.  All  felt  the  bereavement ;  all  sympathized 
with  those  who  mourned.  To  the  Whigpartyy  thedeath 
mt  the  Prerident  was  an  hrreparahle  loss.  The  Bzecn- 
tive  duties  devolved  on  Mr.  Tyler,  who  was  more 
than  suspected  to  entertain  views  and  opinions,  not 
in  accordance  wilh  the  majority  of  his  political  £riends. 
The  Extra  session  of  Cono^ress,  which  convened  on 
the  31st  day  of  May,  m  pursuance  of  the  proclamation 
<rf  Presideiit  Harrisoni  issned  on  the  i7th  of  Jiaich, 
aroused  the  elements  of  discord,  and  paved  the 
way  for  the  dismemberment  of  the  Whig  i>arty. 
The  vanouB  plans  adopted  by  the  two  houses,  for  the 
/estaUishraeDt  of  a  National  Bank,  or  Fiscal  Agent, 
^vere  vetoed  by  the  President,  notwithstanding  the  re- 
monstrances of  the  Whig  leaders,  who  bore  up  gal- 
lantly against  the  approaching  storm«  The  refractorjr 
«ourse  of  Mr.  Tyler  was  followed  by  the  dissolution 
of  his  cabinet,  and  his  complete  separation  from  the 
great  body  oi  the  voters  who  had  given  him  their 
sofihiges,  at  the  electtoo  in  1840. 

Mr.  Van  Bnren  returned  to  his  native  State,  soon  after 
the  inauguration  of  Gen.  Harrison.  He  was  received 
\jf  his  political  friends  with  the  most  unequivocsl 

evidences  of  their  continued  attachment  and  regard, 
^n^ese  expressions  of  unabated  coniidence  and  respect, 
on  the  part  of  the  Dcnnoeracy  of  New^Yorki  must  have 
gone  far  to  recompense  him  for  his  defeat 

In  the  month  of  August,  1841,  William  Kent,  a  son 
of  ChaooeUor  Kent|  and  an  aUe  lawyer  and  rape  echo* 
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iar,  was  appointed  Judge  of  the  Pirst  Circuit,  in  the 
place  of  Ogden  Edwardsi  whose  oousiitutkMial  term 
of  office  had  expired. 

A  AMiig  State  Convention  was  held  at  Syracuse,  on 
the  Gth  day  of  October,  in  pursuance  of  a  call  issued 
by  the  State  Central  Committee,  said  to  have  been 
drawn  uj)  hy  John  C.  Spencer,  whom  Mr,  Tyler  had 
appointed  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  re-construction  of 
his  cabinet.  Resoiutioiis  were  adopted,  condemning 
the  V^esof  the  President,  but  not  entirely  disapprov- 
ing oi  his  administration.  The  proceedings  of  the 
Convention  were  not  decided  in  their  character,  and 
it  is  probable  that  the  whigs  were  already  alarmed,  on 
account  of  the  unfavorable  result  of  the  snininrr  (ind  * 
£all  elections  in  other  States.  The  "patriot''  excite- 
ment, on  the  northern  frontier^  was  renewed  this  fall, 
by  the  trial  and  acquittal  of  Alexander  Mc  Leod,  one 
of  the  individuals  present  at  the  burning  of  the  steam- 
er Caroiioe.  The  prosecutioa  was  aUy  conducted 
by  Mr.  Hall,  the  Attorney  General ;  but  the  failure  to 
convict  the  prisoner,  was  brought  as  a  charge  against 
the  State  administratioOi  which  Gov.  Seward  found 
it  as  impossible  to  meet,  as  Gov.  Marey  did  to  defend 
his  orders  for  preventing  breaches  of  the  law,  in  1837 
and  18^8.  Mr.  Seward  possessed  a  large  number  of 
firm  and  devoted  friends ;  but  from  his  first  entrance 
upon  the  duties  of  the  Executive  office,  he  had  en- 
countered jealousies  and  heart-burnings,  amono^  the 
members  of  ti)e  party  who  were  formerly  National 
RepuUicans,  which  he  found  himself  unable  to  allay. 
He  endeavored  to  conciliate  the  good  will  of  the  masses, 
by  advocating  popular  doctrines ;  and  attempted  to 
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eoQTOit  fail  pemnal  enemies  idco  friends,  by  the  be- 
stowal of  official  f^Lvo^  and  patrona^.  All  his  efforts 
to  unite  and  streogthen  the  party,  under  him  as  its 
leader,  were  unsuoeessM  cad  unfivtoDale.  Without 

the  ambitious  daring  of  Dewitt  Clinton,  or  the  pro- 
fouud  knowledge  of  human  nature  wliich  distin- 
guisbed  Ifoniii  Yan  Buien  as  a  pditjcian,  he  could 
do  but  little  to  avert  the  impending  overlhro  w  of  the 
Whig  ascendancy. 
*^  The  November  eleetioii  restored  the  Democratic 
party  to  Iheir  former  position  in  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature.  The  Senators  elected  tlds  year,  were 
Isaac  L.  Yarian,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Verplanck, 
Morris  Franklin,  in  the  (dace  of  Mr.  Tompkimi,  re- 
signed, from  the  First  District ;  Abraham  Bockee,  in 
the  place  of  Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  Second;  Eras- 
tm  Ckiroing,  in  the  {riaee  of  Mr.  Humphrey,  from  the 
Third ;  Edmund  Yamey,  in  die  place  of  Mr.  Lee, 
from  the  Fourth  ;  William  linger,  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
Skinner,  from  the  Fifth;  James  Faulkner,  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Hull,  from  the  Sixth ;  William  Bardit, 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Mayuard,  and  Lyman  Sherwood, 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Sibley,  from  the  Seventh  j  and 
Qideon  Hard,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Moseley,  from  the 
Eighth  District.  Messrs.  Franklin  and  Hard  were 
the  only  Whig  Senators  elected.  Ninety-five  of  the 
members  of  Assembly  chosen  at  this  election  veie 
Democrats)  and  thirty4hiee  were  Whifs.  Mesm 
Simmons,  Loomis,  Hoffman,  O'Sullivan,  Joues^,  Tay- 
lor, L.  S*  Chatfield,  and  Lawrence,  were  re-elected. 
The  Demoeiats  returned  John  A.  Dir,  fi^m  the 
county  of  Albany  j  Lemuel  SteLion,  from  Giintonj 
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Samuel  G.  Hathowayi  Jr^  from  Chemung ;  John  A« 

Lott,  from  Kings;  Horatio  Seymour,  from  Oneida ; 
Saofoxd  £.  Churchi  from  Orleans ;  George  R.  DaYis, 
from  R^ieselaer ;  CSalvin  T.  Hulburd,  from  St.  Lav- 
rence ;  John  Cramer  and  Halsey  Rogers,  from  Sar- 
atoga; ZibaA.  Lelandjfrom  Stpuben;  Charles  Huna- 
pbteyi  from  Tompkins ;  and  Themn  R*  Btrong^  from 
"Wayne.  Albert  Smith  was  elected,  by  the  Whigs,  in 
Oeaesee  j  and  Peter  M.  Docs,  by  the  same  party,  im 
Ihe  county  Of  Ontaria 

The  Legislature  assembled  on  the  4th  day  of  Jan* 
uary.  Levi  S.  Chat  field  was  chosen  Speaker  oi  the 
House.  The  Governor  again  urged  the  niodiiSication 
of  the  Common  School  system,  and  the  speedy  en- 
largement of  the  Erie  canal.  He  stated  tliat  the  pub- 
lic debt  of  the  State  amounted  to  seventeen  mil- 
lions of  doUaxs,  and  thai  the  cost  of  the  works  in 
progress,  would  exceed  thirty-six  millions.  He 
recommended  that  the  tolls  on  the  canal  should  be 
increased  twenty  per  cent,  after  the  enlargement  had 
been  completed,  and  argued  that  the  depreciation  m 
the  value  oi  the  State  stocks,  arose  from  some  general 
cause  affecting  ail  governmental  securities,  which  it 
was  in  the  power  of  the  Geneml  Government  to  re^ 
lieve.  The  financial  policy  of  the  State  was  discusS- 
«ed,  at  considerable  length,  during  the  session,  and  a 
law  was  finally  passed,  in  pursuance  of  the  recomr 
mendation  of  Mr.  Flagg,  entitled  an  act  to  provide 
for  paying  the  debt  and  preserving  the  credit  of  the 
State."  By  this  act,  a  tax  was  authorized  to  be  raised 
4)f  one  mill  on  every  dollar  of  the  valuation  of  real 
iiud  persoiiai  estate  j  and  the  revenues  of  the  State 
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were  pledged  for  tlie  payioent  of  its  liabilities.  AB 
fiirtber  expenditimt  oq  the  public  wiHrks  were  sus- 
pended, by  the-  terms  of  the  law,  except  where  the 
completion  of  any  particular  job  or  contract  would  be 
attended  with  lew  expense.  TlieTOteoiithepeesage 
4if  thie  biir  wee  a  strict  party  one ;  the  Democimtie 
members  voting  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  Whisfs 
in  the  negative.  Mr.  Looaiis  again  brought  forward 
his  resolatioQ  in  relati<m  to  the  faietease  the  State 
debt,  and  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  which 
was  ably  supported  by  a  number  of  the  Democratic 
memberiBi  but  was  ultimately  lost.  BIr.O'SuIliTaiialso 
made  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  prociue  the  abolitioii 
of  capital  punishment. 

The  Democratic  lUfWbers  of  the  ItegialaSuxe^  whc^ 
were  now  in  the  majority,  took  measures  for  the  elee* 
tion  of  new  State  oiiicers,  and  Canal  Commissioners^ 
At  the  caucus  held  on  the  evening  of  the  3rd  day  of 
Febniarjri  Azariah  C«  Fiagg  was  almost  unanimoiisly 
nominated  for  the  office  of  Comptroller.  He  received 
one  iiundredand  five  votes,  and  there  were  two  blanks. 
Samuel  Young  was  nominated  ibr  Secretary  of  State, 
George  P.  Barker  for  Attorney  General,  Thomas  Far* 
rington  Treasurer,  and  Nathaniel  Jones  Surveyor 
General.  The  principal  candidates  voted  for  in  op- 
position, were  Samuel  W.  Jones,  Robert  H.  Morrisy 
Erastus  Hamilton,  and  John  Morgan.  Jonas  Earll, 
Jr.,  James  Hooker,  Daniel  P.  Bissell,  George  W.  JLit- 
Uei  Beujamin  £ooS|  and  Stephen  Clark,  were  nomi- 
nated for  Canal  Commissioners.  All  these  selec- 
tions were  subsequently  ratified  by  the  l»egisiatuie. 
The  nominations  of  the  Gorcxnor  weie  luA  so 
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geiiexaliy  coniiraied  by  the  majority  iu  th&  Senate, 
who  rejected  a  laige  number  of  ttioie  that  were  nmde^ 

in  order  that  the  offices  might  be  filled  by  their  own 
friends,  in  case  the  Democrats  weie  successful  at  tJtie 
next  Gubernatorial  electioii. 

Mr.  Seward  signified,  at  an  early  day,  his  intention 
not  to  be  a  candidate  lor  a  re-noniiiiation.  The  New- 
York  Commercial  Advertiser  presented  the  names  of ' 
Uitto  BradiA,  for  Gomnoff  and  John  A.  Collier^ 
who  had  succeeded  Mr.  Cooke,  in  the  office  of. 
Comptroller,  for  Lieut.  Governor.  Mr.  Collier,  how* 
ever,  was  desirous  of  taking  the  place  of  Mr.  Sew* 
ard,  and  his  friends  urged  his  name,  with  much 
Tvarmtli  and  tenacity,  at  the  Whig  State  Convention,, 
^  iRrfaich  assembled  at  Syracuse  on  the  7tb  day  of  Sep* 
tember.  Mr.  Bradidi  received  the  Gubernatorial  n<Nn* 
ination ;  and  that  of  Lieut.  Governor  was  tendered  to 
Mr*  Collier,  but  be  declined  accepting  it.  Gabriel 
Farman,  i£  Kings  county,  was  then  selected  by  the 
Convention.  The  Democratic  Convention  also  as- 
sembled at  Syracuse  on  the  same  day*  William  C 
Boucki  and  Daniel  S.  Dickinson,  were  selected,  by 
open  nomination,  as  the  candidates  for  Governor  and 
Lieut.  Governor,  without  a  dissenting  voice.  The 
candidates  put  in  nomination  by  the  Liberty  party, 
were  Alvan  Stewart  Oneida,  and  Charles  O.  Sbqp- 
aid  of  Wyoming. 
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CHAPTEE  XVII. 


184 — Preparation  for  the  fall  Election — Complete  restoration  oftlM 
Democratic  party  to  power — Messrs.  Bouck  and  Dickinson  elected 
by  a  lartre  majority — Joi^in  C.  Wright — John  Porter — Harvey  Put- 
nam— Edward  Sanford — Lorenzo  Sherwood — Charleii  P.  Daly— 
WUlfaun  F.  iUkn-^Rielnid  H.  WUlianut— .Thomas  T.  Flagler* 
Legislative  sMaion  ofl843 — Message  of  Gov.  uck — Opposition 
to  the  election  of  EdwinCroswell  as  State  P-rinter — Division?  in  the 
Democratic  party— Attempt  lo  censure  Col.  Youne — Distribution 
of  the  Naturiii  iiisloiy  oi  tiie  State — Two-Thirds  iiii Is — Re-elec* 
tioB  of  SiUi  Wright,  Jr.,  to  the  United  States  Senate— Hoetili^ 
to  the  adminifltration  of  Gov.  Bouck — Rejection  of  the  Executive 
nominations — Preparation  for  the  Presidential  Election — No- 
vember Election  in  1843 — Orville  Clark — George  C.  Sher- 
man— Albert  Lester — Ashley  Sampson — Joseph  S.  Bosworth — 
Daniel  Lee— Archibald  L.  Ltnn — ^Nathaniel  W*  Baris — Leg- 
Islatiire  ieasion  of  1844— Amendment  of  the  Constitution- 
Apprehensions  of  the  Conservalires,  and  the  friends  of  Mr.  Bouck 
— Project  of  a  Convention  to  revise  the  Constitution — The  Clinton 
Prison — Death  of  Judge  Cowen,  and  appointment  of  Sanni.  1 
Beardsley  as  one  of  the  Associate  J  ustices  of  the  Supreme  Court 
— Amasa  J.  Parker — ^Proceedii^  of  the  Democratic  Legislative 
Cancus  in  1844 —The  Native  American  party — ^Annexation  of 
Texas — Whig  National  Convention — Nomination  of  ITcnry  Clay 
and  Theodore  Frelinghuysen — Opposition  to  Mr.  Van  Burm,  and- 
nomination  of  James  K.  Polk  and  George  M.  Dallas,  as  the  Dem- 
oeritto  candidates  fin*  President  and  Vice  Prendent—James  G. 
Birnejr  and  Thomas  Morris  nominated  by  the  Abolitionists'— The 
State  Conventions — Silas  Wri{;ht  nominated  for  Governor,  and 
Addison  Gardiner  for  Lieutenant  Governor — Millard  Fillmore  and 
Samuel  J.  Wilkin  presented  by  the  Whig  party — November  Elec- 
tion— The  Democrats  successful  in  the  State  and  Nation — 1844. 

A  CoMTBNTiOH  of  the  Whig  young  men  of  the 
State,  was  held  at  Auburn,  on  the  2l8t  day  of  Septem- 
ber. Many  of  the  ablest  and  most  inHueiitial  parti- 
zans,  in  the  ranks  of  the  opposition,  were  present 
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The  proceedings  were  earnest  and  enthusiastic.  The 
members  of  the  Convention^  aa  was  the  case  with  the 
large  majority  of  the  younger  and  more  ambitioua 
spirits  in  the  party,  mwifesled  a  sincere  attachment 
to  Gov.  Seward,  and  a  desire  to  do  justice  to  his  po- 
litical  conrse  and  reputation.  But  the  one  great  ob- 
ject which  they  presented,  in  bolder  relief^  was  ibe 
name  of  Hi  lu  y  Clay,  as  their  candidate  for  the  next 
Presidency.  It  was  felt  to  be  h^liiy  necessary  to 
secure  the  vote  of  New-York,  at  ibe  approaching 
election,  and  it  could  only  be  done  under  the  influ- 
ence  of  the  spirit  which  they  hoped  to  arouse  in  fa- 
Tor  of  some  popular  champion  of  their  political  faith* 
Mr.  Clay,  above  all  others,  was  the  man  in  whose  be^ 
half  it  was  possible  to  excite  a  deep  feeling  of  enthiisi- 
asnL  Respect  for  his  charac  ter,  ius  talents,  liis  eminent 
public  servieei,  and  Ms  indignant  denunciations  of  the 
Tyler  administration,  was  a  sentiment  universally  en- 
tertained by  tlie  members  of  the  Whig  party.  Nu- 
merous meetings  were  held  by  them,  in  various  parts 
of  the  State,  at  which  this  feeling  was  exhibited  in  a 
manner  not  to  be  mistaken. 

The  merits  of  their  candidates  for  Governor  and 
lieutMiant  Governor,  appeared  to  be  nearly  over- 
looked by  the  Whigs,  during  the  canvass  ;  and  their 
pnncipal  argument  against  the  Democratic  ticket, 
was,  that  it  was  committed  to  the  stop  and  tax 
policy  of  1842,  and  oppoeed  to  the  tariff  law  passed 
by  Congress  in  the  siunmer  of  this  year.  The  defeat 
cf  Messn.  Bouck  and  Dickinson,  in  1840,  only  serv- 
«d  to  awaken  an  ardent  desire  to  reverse  that  unfa- 
vorable decision,  at  tlus  election.   The  former  was 
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TBTjr  pqwdar  along  the  line  of  the  Biieoaiitl;  and 
it  WM  undeivtood  that  he  wi«  mme  UromtAy  duk 

posed  towards  the  enlargement,  than  many  of  the 
leftden  of  the  D^ociatic  party.  Mr.  DickiDsoia  al-^ 
90  enjoyed  a  tiride-Bpmid  popularityr  in  tihe  soudieiii 
tier  of  counties,  much  of  which  had  grown  out  of  his 
effortSi  as  a  member  of  the  Senate,  to  secure  the  con- 
ttractumof  the  New- YiMk  aiid  Brie  Baibood.  Fat 
the  last  two  years,  the  names  of  these  gentlmiesi  had 
been  kept  prominently  before  the  public ;  and  the 
geneial  expectatioiL  wag  acaieely  dintppoinledby  t)» 
large  majority  of  the  popular  Tote  in  their  ftror. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Governor,  was 
jbur  hundred  and  one  thousaad  four  hundred  and 
tvrenty*^.  William  G.  Bouck  lecei^ed  two  httndied 
eight  thousand  and  seventy-two  ;  Luther  Bradish 
one  hundred  eighty-sjjt  thousand  and  ninety -one  ; 
and  Alvan  Stewart,  seven  thousand  two  hundied 
*^  and  sixty^hree.  The  Democrats  carried  aU  the  jSeo* 
ate  Districts,  except  the  Eighth,  and  elected  a  laj^e 
majority  of  the  men^rs  of  Assembly.  Jcdin  A.  LoU 
wfts  elected  from  the  First  Senatorial  DistTict,  in  the 
place  of  Gabriel  Furman;  Abraham  A.  Deyo,  from 
the  Second,  in  the  place  of  Daniel  Johnson  ;  John 
C.  Wright,  from  the  Third,  in- the  place  of  AlonaoG. 
Paige ;  Thomas  B.  Mitchell,  and  Sidney  Lawrence, 
from  the  Fourth,  in  tiie  place  of  Bethuel  Peck,  and 
<rf  John  W.Tayb>r,ve8igiied;  Ouhm  P.  Seovil,  firam 
the  Piftfa,  in  the  pliiee  of  Joseph  Ckik ;  Calvm  T. 
Ghanilxrlain,  from  the  Sixth,  in  the  place  of  Alvah 
Hunt;  John  Porter,  £rom  the  Seventhy  in  the  place 
of  Koib^  Nicholas;  and  Harrey  Jhm$m,txmym 
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Eighth,  in  the  place  of  Henry  Hawkins.  Messrs,^ 
Hathaway,  Jones,  Davis,  Holbcurd,  and  Leland,  were 
re-elected.  The  ablest  of  the  new  members  on  the 
Democratic  side,  were  Edward  Sanford  and  Charles 
P.  Daly,  of  New- York ;  Ndson  K.  Wbeeksr,  of  Del* 
.  awttie ;  Lorenzo  Sherwood,  of  Madieon ;  Leonard 
Lee,  of  Orange ;  William  F.  Allen,  of  Oswego ;  and 
BkhardH.  WiUiam8,ofYalee.  Willis  HaU,  the  late 
Attorney  General,  was  elected  by  the  Whigs  ef  Al* 
bany ;  James  C.  Brown,  by  the  same  party  in  Onta- 
rio; and  Thomas  T.  Flagler,  in  Niagara.  The 
great  majority  of  Ae  Tylor  men  in  the  State  voted 
for  the  I)emocratic  candidates,  at  this  election. 

Several  weeks  previous  lo  the  meeting  of  the  Le- 
gielatwe,  a  poartieii  of  the  Deiiiocmlk;  jotuno^  the 
State  expressed  their  feare,  that  a  nerw  cental  power, 
or  regency,  would  be  established  among  the  leading 
Democrats  in  the  city  of  Albany^  which  they  feared 
might  prove  seriously  detiniental  to  the  interests  of 

the  party.  Various  suggestions  were  thrown  out,  as 
to  who  should,  and  who  should  act,  be  the  advisers 
irf  Mr.  Bouck,  but  nothing  definite  appeared,  indioa^ 
ting  the  existence  of  any  seiions  diflerenoes  in  the 
Democratic  ranks.  Tlie  Legislature  assembled -on 
the  8d  day  of  January,  1843.  Ge<H*ge  R«  Davis  was 
chosen  Speaker.  The  message  of  Qov.  Boaek  was 
highly  creditable  to  the  writer,  and  embo  lK  d  a  clear 
and  succinct  account  of  the  financial  condition  and 
prospects  of  the  State.  In  regard  to  the  subject  of 
internal  improvements,  the  Governor  used  the  fol- 
lowing language : 
^^i  reoommend  to  your  eaiefiil  coDsktemtioiii  Iba 
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subjeel  of  Internal  Im]»rovemeiit8  by  nrndir  and  canals, 
which  are  emiuentiy  calculated  to  aid  the  enterpnsei 
And  pranote  the  V6l£u^  of  the  peoide.  Theie  are 
few  anbjeota  in  which  our  citizens  fed  a  deeper  inter* 

est,  or  that  are  more  intimately  connected  with  the 
character  and  prospeuty  of  the  State.  But  in  making 
tiiie  suggeaticm,  I  must  not  be  nBderatood  as  adra* 

ing  extravagant  expenditures,  or  ill-advised  undertar 
kings." 

The  message  ie£amd|  ia.aa  appfOTing  ttme,  to  the 
^  Act  of  1842, "  providing  for  the  saspmion  of  the 

public  works,  and  advised  great  caution  in  increasing 
the  jHiblic  debt)  notwithstanding  the  State  had  the 
ability  eventually  tooomplete  the  works  alteady  com.- 
menced.  The  Governor  also  recommended  various 
alterations  of  the  Safety-Fund  systeiBi  and  the  militia 
laws  of  the  State. 

The  selection  of  a  State  printer  was  almost  the  first 
business  brough t  before  the  Legislature.  Public  opin- 
km  had  settled  down  so  fiimlyi  against  the  inordinate 
profits  fioraieily  realized  by  the  Editors  of  the  Aigus 
and  Journal,  that  the  Legislature  felt  themselves  in 
dnty  bound  to  make  an  immediate  change.  A  law 
was  acoonKngly  passed,  on  the  81st  day  of  Jannary, 
by  which  the  printing  of  all  legal  notices  and  adver- 
tisements was  to  be  performed  by  the  publisher  ol  a 
newspB^  in  the  city  of  Albany ;  each  bouse  of  the 
Legislature  was  auAorissed  to  appoint  its  own  printer ; 
and  the  several  Executive  officers  were  required  to 
make  oontiaets  ibr  the  printing  ne<»sary  in  their  de- 
partments. The  person  puMidiing  the  legal  notice^ 
was  to  be  designated  as  the  State  Printer,  aud  elected 
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in  the  same  manner  as  the  Secretary  of  State^  and 

hold  his  office  by  the  same  tenure.  The  dominant 
party  were  much  divided  on  this  question,  aud  the 
'Whigs  weie  not  nnwilling  "  occasionally  to  &n  the 
embers."  A  very  respectable  number  of  the  Demo- 
cratic members  of  liie  Legislature  were  opposed  to  the 
re-appointment  of  Mr.  Cros well  as  printer  to  the  State^ 
but  he  receired  the  nomination  of  the  caucus,  held  on 
the  evening  of  the  26th  of  January,  and  was  elected 
by  the  Legislature  on  the  following  day,  over  Horace 
Greeley,  the  Whig  candidate.  The  vote  in  the  can- 
cus  stood;  for  Edwin  Croswcll,  sixty-five;  for  Wm. 
0.  Bryant,  forty;  and  there  were  three  scattering 
votes.  Mr.  Bryant  was  not  a  candidate^  and  only  be* 
came  such  by  Ae  votes  of  his  friends.  Henry  H.  Tan 
Dyck,  one  of  the  editors  and  proprietors  of  the  Argus 
ibr  the  two  years  previouSi  was  origioally  urged  for 
the  office  of  State  printer,  by  a  portion  of  the  Demo- 
cratic  members,  who  claimed  lo  be  more  radically  or- 
thodox in  their  creedji  than  the  supporters  of  Mr.  Cros- 
"well;  buthisname  was  withdrawn  in  advance  of  the 
caucus;  not,  however,  until  feelings  of  hostility  were 
engendered  between  himself  and  the  other  proprietorSi 
which  led  to  the  dissolution  of  their  partnefshipi  and 
his  separation  from  the  management  of  the  paper. 
The  opponents  of  Mr.  Croswell  rallied  around  the  Al- 
bany AtlaSy  a  Democratic  newspaperi  originally  start- 
ed in  1641,  and,  at  the  time  of  whkh  we  aie  speaking, 
under  the  editorial  charge  of  Henry  O'Reilly  and 
Wm.  Cassidy,  both  gentlemen  of  more  tlian  ordinary 
abilities  as  political  writers,  and  active  and  sealens 
members  of  the  Democratic  party.   The  friends  of 
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the  iiewly-elected  State  printer, among  wliom  were  the 
Governor,  theLieuLGoveruor,  the  Speaker  ol  th e  House, 
and  Mr.  Foster,  of  tbe  Senate,  adhered  tohim  wttbfidet> 
ity,  and  lines  of  demarkatioii  soon  began  to  be  drawn 
jaxnong  the  members  of  the  two  houses,  and  the  Demo- 
ciatic joumde  in  tbe State.  Col. Youngs  Meeara.  Flagg, 
Barker,  Farrington)  and  Jo&es^  of  the  State  c^Soenty 
and  Messrs.  Denuiston,  Hunter,  Porter,  Sherwood, 
Strong,  and  otbeiSi  of  the  Senate,  were  understood  to 
be  opposed  to  the  re^pomtment  of  Mr.  CroswelL 
.  la  1S42,  the  Legislature  jtassed  nn  act  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  Natural  iriistory  of  the  State^  pubiishr- 
ed  by  theauthority  of  a  previous  Legislature.  On  the 
. 11th  day  of  March,  of  the  session  of  1843,  Col.  Young, 
the  Secretary  of  State,  sent  a  communication  to  the 
Senatei  stating  that  be  did  not  feel  auth<Mrized  to  exe- 
cute tbe  law,  by  distributing  tbe  books,  because  it  was 
passed  by  a  majority  vote,  only ;  whereas  the  Constitu- 
tion required  that  aUbiiis^appiopriating  public  {ooperty 
£>r  private  purposes,  should  be  passed  by  a  two-thir^ 
vote.  Lt.  Gov.  Dickinson  had  previously  decided,  that 
the  bill  waiving  the  priority  of  lien  on  the  New- York 
and  Erie  railroad,  for  the  loan  of  three  millions  of  ckd- 
lars,  was  not  a  two-thirds  bill.  His  reasons  for  the  de- 
cision were  published  ou  the  16th  day  of  March,  and 
were  foUowad  by  a  communication  from  CoL  Young, 
dated  on  tbe  17th  of  the  same  month,  addressed  to  a 
member  of  the  Senate,  and  presented  to  that  body,  in 
which  the  avi iter  repeated  his  opinion  that  tbe  iaW|  ai^ 
Ihoriangthedistributionof  the  Natural  Htstory,wasmab- 
*  constitutional,  and  stated,  in  addition,  that  there  were 
^^miUiom  of  outstanding  stocks  impending  over  the 
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ISwtBj^  wfakh  were  paned  in  fhe  sftme  maxmer,  and, 

therefore, equally  nn  joiistitutional  and  void.  Mr.  Fos- 
ter oiiered  a  preamble  and  resolution,  in  the  Senate^ 
the28d  ct  Mardiy  assuming  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  had  avowed  opinions  favorable  to  repudiation, 
and  acknowledging  the  moral  and  legal  obligation  of 
the  State  to  discharge  all  its  debts.  The  friends  <^ 
Col.  Yooihg  insisted  that  he  had  not  expressed  the 
sentiments  imputed  to  him,  and  opposed  the  adoption 
<tf  the  resolution  The  Senators  on  the  other  side 
admitted  that  the  legislation  of  the  State,  to  a  certain 
extent,  was  liable  to  the  objections  raised  by  the  Sec- 
retary, but  urged,  with  much  warmth,  that  he  had  ad- 
irocated,  in  effect,  the  doetrineof  repudiation,  and  that 
the  Senate  ought  not  to  give  even  a  tacit  assent  to  the 
opinions  he  had  avowed.  The  resolution  was  discuss- 
ed at  length  in  the  Sraate,  and,  after  undergoing  vari* 
avm  changes  and  modificaations,  was  laid  on  the  table, 
near  the  close  of  the  session,  by  the  following  vote  : 

Apes — Messrs.  Dermiston,  Deyo,  Dickinson,  Hard, 
Hunter^  Piatt,  Porter,  Putnam,  Ruger,  Scott,  Strong, 
Works— 12. 

Noes — Messrs.  Bartlit,  Bockee,  Chamberlain,  Corn- 
ing, Ely,  Faulkner,  Foster,  Franklin,  Lott,  Mitchell, 
•  Wright— 11. 

The  difference  of  opinion,  between  the  Lieut.  Gov- 
ernor and  C<d.  Young,  in  regard  to  two-third  bills, 
led  to  a  newspaper  controversy  between  those  gentle* 
men,  which  was  conducted  with  decided  ability,  but 
with  marked  bitterness  and  asperity. 
*  In  the  month  of  February,  Silas  Wright,  Jr.,  was 
re-elected  a  Senator  in  Congress,  without  opposition 
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on  the  part  of  any  of  the  Demociatic  members  of  tb# 
L^gislatare.  The  TOte  in  the  caueiia  vas  nnMrimmwi 

in  his  favor.  Mr.  Farrington  was  also  re-elected  ta 
the  ollice  of  Treasurer. 

On  the  16th  day  of  Maich|  an  act  was  paaaedf  avh 
tfieming  llie  Covnmissionen  of  the  Canal  Fmui  to 

borrow  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  tliou- 
saod  doiiarsi  to  providefor  the  payment  of  contractors^ 
and  others  engagedon  die  public  works.  Mr.Leland, 
Steulxjn  county,  introduceda  bill  abolishing  the  oliice  of 
of  Bank  Connnissioner,  and  requiring  all  the  notes 
jsnied  by  the  banks  to  be  countersigned  and  xegia<* 
leved  in  the  Comptroller's  office,  which  beoune  alaw 
on  the  18th  day  of  April.  All  the  Senators  who  vo- 
ted against  laying  the  resolution,  in  regard  to  CoU 
Young,  on  the  table,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Bocfcee^ 
opposed  the  passage  of  Mr.  Leland's  bill.  "The 
People's  fiesolutiou,  ^  presented  by  Mr*.  Loomis  at  a 
previous  session  of  the  Legislature  was  again  intio>^ 
duced,  and  again  defeated. 
Indications  of  hostility  toward  Gov.  Bouck,  begai^ 
^  to  be  manifested  by  the  radical  Democrats  in  the  Lsg* 
idature,  early  in  the  winter.  A  large  number  of  the 
appointments  made  by  the  Governor,  were  in  accord- 
ance with  the  recommendations  of  county  conveur 
lions ;  but  it  was  alledged,  Uiat  the  other  selections 
made  by  him  were  principally  confined  to  individuals 
personally  devoted  to  himself.  As  Gov.  Bouck  was 
not  entirely  impervious  to  flatteryi  this  allegation  may 
have  been  true,  to  a  certain  extent ;  still,  it  is  not  prob* 
able  that  it  would  have  been  urged  with  much  eam- 
e$tnesS|  had  not  the  opposition  of  the  banking  inteN 
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est,  and  the  Conservatives,  to  Mr.  Yaa  Buren's  adoim* 
istnttioiij  and  the  diffexenees  of  qpinion  in  zdaliim  to 
the  pttMie  woihs^  and  the  general  financial  policy  of 
the  State,  more  or  less  influenced  the  minds  of  lead- 
ing membttcs  of  the  Demooratie  party.  On  several 
occasionB,  the  nominations  made  by  Got.  Bouck 

were  rejected  in  the  Seiiati?,  by  the  united  vote  of  the 
Whig  and  radical  Senators,  with  the  exception  of  Mr. 
Franklin,  of  New-York,  who  usually  TOted  willi  the 
minority.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  ayes  and 
noes,  on  consenting  to  the  nomination  of  a  Iv^otaiy  in 
Jefferson countyi  which  maybe  taken  as  a  fiur  npeci- 
men  of  die  other  rotm : 

A^es — Messrs.  Bartlit,  Bockee,  Chamljerlain,  Corn- 
ing, Ely,  Faulkner,  Franklin,  Foster,  Lott,  MitcheU| 
ScoTii,  Yaxian,  Wright — 13. 

Noes — Messrs.  Den niston,Deyo, Dixon,  Hard,  Hop- 
kins, Hunter,  Piatt,  Porter,  Putnam,  Rhoadjes,  Iloot^ 
Soger,  Scott,  Strong,  Tamey,  Worka— 16. 

William  Ruger,  one  of  the  Senators  from  the  Fi^ 
District,  died  on  the  21st  day  of  May,  1843. 

The  two  great  parties  in  the  country  begm  to  make 
preparations  for  the  Presidential  election,  early  in  the  ^ 
summer  of  1843.  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  unanimously 
presented,  by  the  Democratic  Legislative  caucus  of 
this  State,  and  the  general  expression  of  the  Demo* 
crats,  in  other  States,  was  quite  favorable  to  his  re- 
nomniation.  The  main  body  of  the  Whigs  were 
equally  decided,  on  the  nomination  of  their  talented 
and  gallant  leader,  Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky.  The 
delegates  from  the  State  of  New- York,  to  the  Whig 
National  Convention,  were  selected  by  Conveutiona 
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held  in  the  C!ongres8tt»ial  Districts,  with  the  excep* 
tiDii  of  the  two  delegates  froiQ  the  State  at  large.  The 

T)em(x:ratic  party  held  a  State  Convention  in  Septi  n> 
bsf,  at  which  delegates  iiiendiy  to  Mr.  Van  Buren 
weie  selected  to  represent  the  State  in  the  National 
Convention.  Mr.  Marcy,  the  late  Governor,  was 
elected  President  of  the  State  Convention,  over  CoL 
Youngi  who  was  supported  by  the  radical  members. 

The  importance  of  the  Presidential  election,  and  the 
difficulties  and  divisions  in  the  Democratic  prnty, 
encouraged  the  Whigs  to  make  more  than  ordinary 
exertions,  in  several  counties  in  the  State,  at  the  N<^- 
vember  election  in  1843.  Tiic  Democrats  of  Cayuga, 
Schenectady,  Tioga,  and  Westchester,  were  divided 
in  regard  to  their  county  nominations,  and  the  Whigs 
succeeded  in  electing  nearly  all  their  candidates  in 
those  counties.  The  s:r  iieral  result  throughout  the 
State  was  favorable  to  the  Democratic  party*  They 
elected  their  candidates  for  Senators  in  all  the  Dis- 
tricts, except  the  Eighth,  and  ninety-two  members  of 
Assembly.  David  R,  F.  Jones  was  elected  from  the 
First  Senatorial  District,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Fmnkr 
lin ;  Joshua  B.  Smith,  from  the  Second,  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  Hunter ;  Stephen  C.  Johnson,  from  the  Third, 
in  the  place  of  Gen.  Root ;  Orville  Clark,  from  the 
Fsurth,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Hopkins ;  Thomas  Bar- 
low, from  the  Fifth,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Ely  ;  and 
George  C.  Sherman,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
tfie  death  of  Mr.  Ruger ;  Clark  Burnbam,  from  tt^ 
Sixth,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Dickinson ;  Albert  Lester, 
from  the  Seventh,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Sherwood ;  and 
Fiederick  F.  Backus,  from  the  Eighth,  in  the  pbce 
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of  Mr.  Dixon,  Hdisrs,  AUea,  Hulbuiil,  Lee^  and 
Sanforci,  wem  vetonied  to  the  Assembly.   The  mM 

prominent  Democrats  among  the  new  members,  were 
Michael  Uoifman,  of  Herkimer ;  Ashley  Sampson^  of 
Monroe ;  dark  B.  Coohran,  of  Hontgomery ;  Joseph 
S.  Bosworthj  of  New- York  ;  Horatio  Seyuiour.  of 
Oneida;  and  Thomas  G.  Aivord,of  Onondaga.  The 
Whigs  eleeled  Samniel  8teiren0|  in  Albany ;  Beigamiii 
F.  Hall,  in  Cayuga;  Daniel  Lee,  in  Brie;  Gideon 
Hammond,  in  Essex ;  Israel  Huntington,  in  Ontario ; 
Archibald  L.  Linn,  in  Seheneotady ;  and  Nathaniol 
W.  Davis,  in  Tioga. 

The  Legislatnre  assembled  on  the  2d  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1844.  Elisha  Litchfield,  of  Onondaga,  was  chosea 
Speaker*  The  Whig  members  Toted  for  Samuel  Sl^ 
vens.  The  name  of  Mr.  Hoffman  was  brouo:ht  forward 
in  opposition  to  Mr.  Litch&eld,  who  was  supported  by 
ihefiriendsofGoT.Bouek.  AtUieOcanocratiecauenSi 
the  fohner  received  thirty*five  votes,  and  the  latter 
fifty-six.  The  Governor,  in  his  annual  message,  re- 
emnmended  the  re<Nrganizalion  of  the  judiciary  sysK 
lem  of  the  State,  and  the  amendment  of  the  Oonstttih 
tioa,  so  as  to  htiut  the  power  of  the  LegisLiture  to 
increase  the  State  debt,  and  to  require  a  two-third 
vote  fi»r  every  appropriation  of  publio  money,  or  prop- 
erty, except  for  the  public  defense.  He  also  stated 
that  he  had  found  no  reason  to  changei  or  uMxlxfy,  his 
gensnd  views,  previously  expressedi  in  relation  to  the 
pQbUe  woiks  and  financlsl  policy  of  the  State. 
.  The  subject  of  constitutional  rcfonn.  was  one  of 
the  most  important  topics  brought  forward  for  discua- 

■ion  ha  the  Legialatare.  On  the  fisurth  day  olJami 
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ary,  Mr.  Allen  made  a  report,  irom  the  committee  on 
lulesy  in  £BLVor  of  appoinliiig  a  slamliiig  oommittee  on 
ttnendmeott  to  die  Constilatioii,  as  a  subfltitiite  for 

the  committee  on  retrenchment.  Messrs.  Hoffniaiij 
Hulburdy  Sampson,  and  Steveos,  opposed  this  feature 
of  the  leporly  and  advocated  die  appointment  of  a 
select  committee.  Messrs.  Allen,  Bosworth,  and  Sey- 
mour,  argued,  with  much  ability,  in  favor  of  a  stand- 
ing committee,  but  the  motion  to  strike  out  finally 
pvevailed,  by  a  vote  of  eighty-nine  to  thirty-^siz.  A 
select  conaniltcc  was  soon  after  appointed,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  constitutioaai  reform,  of  which  Mr.  Bosworth 
was  chairman.  A  large  proportion  of  the  more  xad* 

ical  rnciTihers  of  die  Democratic  party,  had  lost  all 
confidence  in  the  amendment  of  the  ConsUtuliou  by 
the  Lsgislaturei  and  were  inclined  to  support  the  pro* 
ject,  already  agitated,  of  calling  a  State  Convention* 
The  friends  of  Gov.  Bouck,  most  of  whom  had  for- 
merly opposed  the  adc^tion  of  the  People's  Besolu- 
lion,  and  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  wera 
apprehensive  that  the  Whig  menilxjrs  would  unite 
with  tlie  radicals  ui  passing  a  bill,  providing  for  a 
Convmtion;  and  that  the  re-nomlnation  irf*  the  Gov* 
ernor,  might,  in  that  event,  be  put  entirely  out  of  tlic 
question.  The  introduction  of  a  bill,  authorizing  a 
Convention  to  revise  the  ConstitutiiMi,  by  Mr.  Hall, 
of  Cayuga,  naturally  im^eased  these  apprehensions, 
and  it  was  eventually  concluded  to  support  the  amend- 
ments advocated  by  Mr.  Hoffinan.and  his  friends. 
A  resolution,  amending  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  pre* 
vent  the  increase  of  the  State  debt,  and  to  contiiiue 
the  pledges,  and  guaranties,  of  the  law  of  1842,  was 
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adopted  in  the  Aemnbly,  on  die  Slel  day  of  Meidi, 

by  a  vote  of  seventy  to  forty-two.  All  the  Demo- 
crats present,  voted  in  the  affixmative,  ejuiept  Messrs* 
Jidinson  and  Burt,  of  Cattaiangus;  Kingman  and 
>  Grow,  of  Cortland;  Foster,  of  Lewis;  Sampson,  of 
Monroe  j  Harris,  of  Montgomery ;  Wilson,  of  Niaga- 
la;  Seymonr  and  Douglass,  of  Oneida;  Gok,  ctf  Or* 
leans ;  and  Seamans,  of  Yates.  Every  Whig  member, 
who  was  in  his  seat,  voted  in  the  negative.  These 
amendments  were  afterwards  taken  up  in  the  Senate, 
and^passed  that  body,  by  a  decided  vote.  Separate 
iiKTtioiis  were  made  to  strike  out  both  amendments, 
^\  hich  were  lost,  by  a  vote  of  seven  to  eighteen.  The 
following  is  the  list  of  the  ayes  and  noes,  on  the  two 
motions : 

Ayes — ^Messrs.  Backus,  Chamberlain,  Faulkner, 
Hard,  Piatt,  Scovil,  Works-^7« 

JVbes^ — Messrs.  Barlow,  BartUt,  Bumham,  Cor« 

ning,  Deyo,  Foster,  Johnson,  Lawrence,  Lester,  Lott, 
Mitcheii,  Porter,  Sherman,  Smith,  Strong,  Yarian, 
Tarney,  Wright— 18. 

Resolutions  were  also  adopted  by  the  Legislature, 
at  this  session,  proposing  amendments  to  the  Consti-  ' 
tution,  which  provided  for  the  appomtment  of  diree 
associate  Chancellors,  and  two  additional  Justices  of 
the  Supreme  Court ;  which  prohibited  the  removal  of 
judicial  officers,  except  for  cause,  and  after  hearing  the 
accused  in  his  defuse ;  and  which  abrogated  the  prop- 
erty qualification  for  office.  On  the  first  day  of  May, 
an  act  was  passed,  estid)lishing  a  new  State  Pris- 
on, nnxsth  of  a  line  running  east  and  west  of  the 
city  of  Albany.   This  mbUtutiou  is  now  known  as 
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tbd  CUalou  Phsou,  and  was  establiitod  far  tbe  pur* 
pom  of  employing  Ae  coixriots  m  iBitting,  and  the 

aianufacture  of  iron,  upon  the  urgent  solicitation  of 
Ibe  mechanics  of  tbe  State.  Previous  to  the  adjouru* 
mnt^aoti  were  fkmtdj  pvofflAmgibt  the  pieMrvatiiMt 
ef  the  unfinMied  pnblio  works,  and  aiithorizing  the 
Coimnissioners  of  the  Canal  Fuud  to  borrow  the  sum 
of  nina  hnodred  thousand  dotkrs,  to  be  applied  to  the 
payment  of  land  damages  oh  the  eauah,  and  iatrnt^ 
ag-es,  and  extra  allow  ances  to  contractors :  and  direct- 
ing a iState  tax,  of  one  tenth  of  a  mill  on  eafi^h  doibur  of 
veinatioii,  to  be  raised  afminll7»  ^^fcnrJthe  payoMRt  ef 
interest,  and  the  re-imbtirsement  of  moneys  authorised 
to  be  borrowed,** 

The  opposition  to  the  nominations  made  bf  Gar« 
Boackwa8Teiiewied,atliie8ee8toii(tfl844.  Thetebom- 
mendations  ol  several  county  conventions  were  disre- 
garded by  the  Governor,  for  the  reason,  ae  aUedged 
bf  hia  fMends^  that  he,  and  diey,  had^beeii  nnjMitf 
and  unfairly  proscribed,  by  those  members  of  the  par- 
ty who  were  unfriendly  to  his  re-nomuiatiou.  The 
xadieel  membeni  of  the  Seoate  at«»npled  to  defeal  a 
number  of  the  candidatee  nominated  by  Mr.  Bouck, 
but  as  the  majority  of  the  Senators  elected  in  1843 
were  among  hia  warmest  &iend«|  these  attempts  wedte 
'  entirely  nnsuecesBfoL 

The  unfriendly  feeling  toward  Gov.  Bouck,  was 
also  exhibited  at  the  ]  Je^nocratic  Legislative  oaMlv^ 
held  on  the  emning  of  the  edpommMit.  The  tM^ 
mittee,  appointed  for  that  purpose,  reported  an  address 
and  resolutions.  The  address  was  unanimously 
adopted*  A  motion  was  made  to  aixike  Mt  die  leeo^ 
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Lieut.  Governor  Dickinson,  which  was  lost.  Tho 
vote  stood  I  Ayes  twenty^thiee,  suui  uoes  seventy-eight 
Tvwiy-oM  of  Che  Demoeittie  membcM  of  the  Leg>- 
islature,  among  whom  were  Messrs.  Porter,  Dennis- 
toOy  Strong,  X^ester^  and  Hoiimani  did  not  affix  their 
mum  to  tte  pvooeodinge  of  tdio  cftuew. 

Jtidge  Ooww  died  on  the  11th  day  of  Febtmiy^ 

1844.  His  death  was  superinduced  by  his  iuboiious 
and  excessive  application  to  hi»  professional  studiesi 
Samttri  Bearcbdey,  of  tbe  county  of  Oneida^  yrm  ap- 
jiointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  on  the  bench  of  the  Su- 
preme Court.  Judge  Gushman,  of  tbe  Tliird  Circuit, 
and  Judge  Moaaby,  at  ttie  SBVendi,  rengned  thrir 
ofitces  during  the  winter.  The  former  was  succeeded 
by  Amasa  J.  Parker,  of  Delaware,  and  the  latter  by 
Bowen.Whiting,  of  Onlaiio, 

Al  the  eharter  deelion  in  theeity  of  New-Toffe,ili 
the  spring  of  1844,  the  Whigs  united  with  the  Native 
Anmicanai  who  had  recently  organized  tbemaelvea 
into  A  party,  for  Ibe  avowed  purpose  of  aecurisf  a 
ciiange  in  the  naturalization  laws.  They  succeeded  in 
defeating  the  Democratic  ticket  by  a  large  majority. 

The  qtMstioii  of  annexing  the  nfuUie  of  Tens  ta 
dM  United  Statee,  was  agitated,  in  oonneetkm  with 
the  Presidential  nuniinationSj  early  in  the  spring  of 
tilia  year.  The  leading  DraKxurats  in  tbe  scmthem 
and  WBStem  Stalee^  wece  gpenerally  in  &voar  of  the 
annexation;  while  the  iiortheni  Democrats  were  di- 
vided on  the  question.  Mf  •  Van  Buren,  in  an  an&wer 
to  a  ktler  of  inqiwry  addreaiad  to  him  by  a  natember 
of  Congress  from  Mississippi,  avowed  himself  un- 
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«C  once  set  on  foot  to  defeat  his  iiomiiiation. 

Tbe  Whig  NatkMial  CkiiiTeiitioii  aasonbted  «l  Bml* 
tinuHre,     the  Unt  day  of  May.  Ambme  Bpmiat 

presided  over  its  deliberations.  Heniy  Clay  was 
nominated  iior  President,  by  acciamatioiL  Theodoie 
Ffeliiigbuyaeityof  New*Jtaney,WM8deeliida8thecBn> 
didate  for  Vice  President,  The  delegates  from  New- 
York  presented  the  name  of  Millard  Fillm^e  for  that 
«fflM^  and  he  received  npwaids  of  fifty  roles  in  the 
Oonrentkm.  'Hie  Demomtk  GonTentkm  met  on 
the  27th  of  May.  Mr.  Van  Buren  received  a  ma- 
jofily  of  the  votes,  oq  Uie  first  ballot,  but  as  the  rule 
«d<q9led  by  the  ConventioQ  i^^tiiied  a  vote  of  two> 

thirds,  before  a  nomination  could  be  inndc,  seven  ad- 
ditional  baliotmgs  were  had,  without  maJung  a  choice. 
At  it  waa  now  evident  that  the  eppositioQ  to  Mr.  Tan 
Buren  would  continue  firm  in  their  course,  B.  F.  Butler, 
on  behalf  of  the  New- York  delegation,  withdrew  the 
aaraeofhiafriend.  Jame9K.Poik,ofTexme88ee,wh<Mie 
name  had  been  presented  on  theeighth  ballot, 
promise  candidate,  was  liien  miauunously  nominated. 
Siias  Wright,  Jr.,  was  uoniinated  for  the  Vice  P^siden- 
ey,  by  the  unanimom  vote  of  the  ConventioD,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Georgia  delegation.  The  circumstan- 
ces under  which  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  been  defeated,  in- 
doced  Mr.  Wright  todeelinethenominationi  andOeoige 
M.  DallM,  of  B»nnsylvania,  was  sriected  in  his  plaee. 
James  G.  Birney,  of  Michigan,  and  Thomas  Morris, 
(rf  Ohio,  the  Abolition  candidates  for  Praadent 
andViee  President.  Mr.  Tyler -was  put  in  nomina- 
tion by  his  frieiidi>j  as  a  candidate  fiir  the  Presidency 
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but  he  afterwards  withdrew  his  name  from  the  can* 
▼ass. 

The  Whig  party  in  the  State,  were  full  of  enthusi- 

asia  durin<?  the  summer  of  1844.  The  friends  of  Mr. 
Van  Rnren  gave  a  cordial  support  to  the  uomiuees  of 
ibie  Baltimpre  Convention ;  but  the  opposition  to  the 
re-nomination  of  Gov.  Bouck  occasioned  so  mncli  ill- 
feeling  in  tiie  Democratic  party,  that  the  most  san- 
gaine  expectations  of  success  were  indulged  by  their 
opponents.  Several  attempts  were  made  to  induce 
Mr.  Wrisrht  to  allow  his  nanie  to  be  used  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Gubernatorial  nomination,  in  advance 
of  the  State  Convention,  but  he  steadily  refused  to 
give  his  assent.  His  position,  as  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  United  States  Senate,,  was  an  envia- 
ble one,  and  he  certainly  could  not  have  coveted  a 
participation  in  the  dissensions  among  his  political 
friends  at  home.  Gov.  Bouck,  and  his  personal 
fnettdS;  Messrs.  Croswell,  Foster,  Dickinson,  and 
Seymonr,  were  exceedingly  anxious  that  he  should  be 
ie-non)inated ;  and  that  the  Democratic  party  should 
not  countenance  the  opposition  to  his  administration, 
by  the  selection  of  another  candidate.  The  friends 
of  Mr.  Wright  continued  to  urge  his  name  with  much 
warmth,  and  insisted  that  he  would  not  refuse  the 
nraunation  if  it  were  tendered  to  him.  The  great 
majority  of  the  party  soon  became  satisfied  that  the 
nomination  of  Mr.  Wright  was  absolutely  essential, 
in  order  to  secure  the  Electoral  vote  of  New- York  for 
Xr.  Polk,  and  he  was  nominated  with  great  unanim- 
ity, at  the  Democratic  State  ( ■ojiveiuioM,  which  met 
at  Syracuse,  on  the  4th  ^y  of  September.   On  the 

ao 


#  ■ 


Digitized  by  Google 
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and  Mr.  Bouck,  thirty.   Addison  Gardiner,  late  Cir- 
cuit Jud^e  of  the  Eighth  District,  was  unaniooously 
nomiiiated  «s  the  candidate  for  Lieuteiia&t  Govemor*. 
Nathaniel  Jonea,  Stephen  Cladc,  Daniel  P.  Bi8fldl|. 
and  Joaais  I'iii  11,  Jr.,  were  selected  for  Canal  Commis- 
aiooersi  in  accordance  with  the  law  passed  at  the  pre- 
▼ioiia  aession  of  the  Legislatttie,  requiring  those  offi- 
cers 10  be  elected  by  the  people. 

The  Whig-  State  Convention  assembled  on  Wed- 
naadayi  the  ilth  day  of  September.  The  firienda  oT 
Mr,  Bradish  were  desirous  of  re-riominating  him ;  but 
the  feeling  in  favor  of  Mr.  Fillniorej  who  resided  ul 
the  Western  part,  of  theState^  and  who,  it  was  urged^. 
had  been  unfairly  deprived  of  the  nomination  for  the 
Vice  Presidency,  was  so  powerful  iliat  lie  was  nomi- 
nated for  Governor,  without  serious  opposition*  Sam- 
uel X  Wilkin,  formerly  an'  active  and  influential 
CHntouiau  meiii])er  of  the  Legislature,  from  the 
county  of  OrangG|  was  selected  as  the  candidate  for 
Laaut.  Governor,  and  Samuel  Worka^  Spencer  Kel- 
logg, Elijah  Rhoades,  and  Joseph  H.  Jackson,  for  Ca- 
nal Commissioners.  Alvan  Stewqrt,  of  Oneida,  and 
Charles  O.  Shepaid,  of  Wyomingi  vere  the  AbolitiotL 
ea&didateB  for  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor. 

A  change  was  apparent  in  the  Democratic  ranks^ 
immediately  after  the  State  ticket  was  announced; 
and  both  parties  entered  into  the  contest,  full  of  hope 
and  enthusiasm.  The  Whigs,  in  this  State,  took  de- 
cided  ground  against  the  annexaiioii  of  Texas,  and. 
in  favor  of  the  protective  tariff  of  1842;  but  the 
Democrats  generally  roaintatned  the  opposite  posi- 
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letters  appeared  fj-oin  Mr.  Clay,  wljicli  were  not  as 
definite  m  legard  to  the  Texas  question,  as  was  de- 
wod  by  a  poittoa  of  hit  pot  iticai  firiends  in  New- Yoriti 
and  from  that  moment  the  friends  of  Mr.  Polk  gather- 
ed new  courage.  The  election  was  very  close,  con- 
sidering the  lasge  number  of  votee  polled^  end  lesull* 
ed  in  the  suoceas  of  the  Democratic  Sectoral  lieket^ 
by  about  live  thousand  majority,  over  the  Whig  can- 
didates. The  whole  nmnber  of  votes  cast  for  the 
offioe  of  Qoveroor,  was  £9iir  hnndmi  eighty' seven 
thousand,  two  hundred  and  eighty  three.  The  ma- 
jority for  Silas  Wright,  over  Mr.  Fillmore,  was  ten 
thouiuid  and  thirty-thiee.  The  AbolititmiBts,  who 
had  been  urgently  solicited  to  wte  for  the  Tfhig 
^  didates,  gave  upwards  of  fifteen  thousand  votes  for 
their  Eleetontl  and  State  tickets. 

The  following  were  die  Senators  elected  hi  1844: 
George  Folsom,  from  the  First  Dibiiict,  in  the  place 
of  Mr*  Scott ;  Robert  1  ionniston  was  re-elected  from 
thet  Second  Distiiet;  John  P.  Beekman  was  chosen 
from  the  Third  District,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Strong; 
Augustus  C.  Hand,  from  the  Fourth,  in  the  pince  of 
Mr.  Lawrenoe;  Enoch  B.  Taloott|  from  the  Fifth, in 
the  place  of  Mr.  Foster;  George  D.  Beers,  from  the 
Sixth,  m  the  place  of  Mr.  Piatt ;  Henry  J.  Sedgwidr, . 
fiom  the  Seveothi  in  the  place  of  Hn  Rhoades ;  mod 
Oarios  EmmonsifiDm  the  Eighth,  in  the  placeof  Mh 
Works.  All  the  new  Sen  ators  were  D<  ■  niocrats,  except 
Mr.  Emmons,  and  Mr.  Foisom.  The  latter  gentleouui 
was  the  Native  American  candidate  in  the  First  Die* 
irictj  and  was  elected  by  the  combined  vote  of  the 
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counties,  the  tenants  on  the  leasehold  estates,  who 
had  already  lormed  a  polUicai  organization,  called 
^<Tii«  Anti-Bent  party,''  sapported  oandidatea  Ibr 
marnben  of  Aaasmbly,  who  wwe  either  selected  from 
the  nominations  of  the  t  wo  principal  parties,  or  from  the 
other  iriaiids  of  tbair  cause.  The  Native  Amerieati 
tkdciet,  for  nunnbeni  of  Aaaenibiy,  was  efeoled  in  the  city 
of  New-York,  aud  lu  the  counties  of  Kings  and  E-ich- 

luoud.  Of  tiie  remaioing  xoembers  of  AssemUy,  * 
tbaie  wtte  seirenly  Demacmti  and  finty-fonr  Whi^. 

Messrs.  Seymour,  Lee,  aud  Huntington,  were  re- 
elected. The  most  conspicuous  of  the  new  members 
on  the  Democmtic  side,  were  Thamaa  R.  Lee,  of 
WeaCofaeBter ; ,  BenjamiB  Bailey,  of  Putnam :  W  i il lam 
O.  Grain,  of  Herkimer ;  John  L.  Russell,  of  St.  Law- 
rence; Calvert  Comstocki  of  Oneida;  and  Dennia 
IFOarthy,  of  Onondaga.  The  Whigs  eleeted  nermli 

of  their  ablest  men  to  the  Assembly  ;  among  whom 
wero .William  H.  VaaiSchoonhoven,  of  Rensselaer; 
Ifa  Harris,  of  Albany;  Alvah  Wordm,  of  Ontario; 
John  Youngs  of  Livingston ;  and  John  G.  Collins,  of 
Allegany. 

V  The  electoral  vote  of  New* York  decided  the  Presi* 
danlial  election  in  favor  of  the  Democratic  candidates. 
James  K.  Polk  received  one  hundred  and  seventy  of 
the  electoral  votes,  and  Henry  Clay  one  hnndied  and 
five,  Mr.  Dallas  was'  eleeted  to  the  office  of  Hoe 
President,  by  the  same  majority.*  -    .  ' 

•  Ai  «  matter  of  intemt  to  the  curious  reader,  a  list  of  the  Co1<h 
nial  Governors  of  New-Totk,  prior  to  ITV?*  is  tsbjoiOTd.— Bso  Mto  * 
n»  at  tbo  end  of  the  roiunie. 
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LIST  OP  THE 

MEMBEBS  OF  THE  CONVENTION 

TO  mBVW  TH»  OOS9TIT17TIO]ff,  IN  189U» 


A^rDROsE  Spencer, 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer, 
Abraham  Van  V^chten. 

CHAmi.C«  PUMPBLLT. 

Cayuga, 
David  BRINCKBRHOrFt 

Rowland  Day, 
Augustus  F.  Ferru. 

Frakcm  Sylvester, 

William  W.  \ kt?  Nkhs, 
Jacob  R.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Elisha  Williams. 

Samusl  Nbiaojt. 

't'HOMAs  Humphrey, 
Jarvis  K.  Pike, 
Nathait  Tati/ir. 

C/tftfoit  and  Frtmklin, 
Nathan  Carver, 

Dutchess , 
Elisha  Barlow, 
Isaac  Hitnting, 

PVTER  R.  LlVINfiSTON, 

Abraham  H.  Schrnck, 
Jambs  Tallmadgbi  Jr* 

Delaware, 
Robert  Clarke, 
Erastus  Root. 

Essex^ 
Reuben  Saxtfoed. 


ErUi  Atagara,  ^c, 
AuousTut  Porter, 

GeneseCf 
David  Burroughs, 
JoBjr  Z.  R088, 
Elxbub  Webster, 

Greene, 
Jehiel  Tl'ttle, 
Alpheus  Webster. 

Herkimer, 
Sanders  Lansing, 
Richard  Van  Hobne» 

BHBBMAN  W0O8TBB. 

Jefferson , 
Hiram  SiEtLt., 

£0BBBT  TenEtCB. 

John  Lefferts. 

Livingston, 
James  Roseburgh. 

Lewii, 

£l.A  CoLLINf. 

.Madison  y 

BaRAIC  f^»FCKWlTH, 

John  Knowles, 
Edward  Rooebb. 

John  Bowman. 

Muntgomery, 
Wm.  Irving  Dodge, 
HowLAND  Fish, 
Jacob  Hbbs, 

Philip  Rhinblanp^sr,  Jb,» 

AlfEX'R  SHBLLOft. 
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JV*€i0*Farlrt 
Jacobus  DrcKMAif, 

OgDEN  FpWARDf, 

James  FA.mL.iKt 
Jno.  L.  Lawrenck, 
Wm .  Pauldino»  Jr.» 
Jacob  Radcliit» 

N  A  T I T  A  X  S  A  x  n  roBOi 
PCTCR  SHAaP£, 
PSTKR  StAGO. 

P.  H.  WsimovsEy 
H.  Whcatow. 

Otsego  y 
Joseph  Clyde, 
Random  Hltnt, 
Wm.  Park, 

Mabtin^  Vait  Bubek. 

Orange, 
John  J)uer, 
John  Hal.i>(k;k,  Jr.. 

PBTZB  MlUilKlCIC, 
Bmmj.  WoODIVARn. 

Ontario^ 
MiCAH  Brooks, 
J  OHM  Price, 
Pbilbtpb  Swirr. 

JomuA  V  .\r<  Fi.ekt. 

Victory  Birdsey, 
AlCBBi  Cask, 
AiA  Eastwood, 
PABI.EY  E.  Howe. 

Oneida, 
EzEKiEL  Bacon, 
Samuel  S.  Breese, 
Hbitbt  HuMTiirOTOir, 

JONA»  PlATT, 

Nathan  Willi  ami. 

Queens, 
Kvwuu  Kino, 
Natk'l  Sbaman, 

EimcRT  H.  JoifBf. 

Rocklandf 
3amu£lG,  Vkrbryck. 

JUehntond, 
DAMtKL  D.  ToMPxnrty 

JUntaetaer, 
JiBAB  Baxbe* 


Batio  Bitbl,  Jr., 
Jam  EH  L,  Hoobboom, 

John  Reevk, 
John  W.  Woods. 

Schoharie  f 
OUIBT  BbICMM, 

Asa  Stabkwbathbb, 
Jacob  Suthbblahb. 

Suffolk, 
Usher  H.  Moore, 
Ebbic BBBB  Sags, 
JoBHVA  Smith. 

Saratoga^ 

Bat.moh  Child, 
John  Cramer, 
Jeremy  Rockw£l.l., 
Sakvbi.  Youiro. 

Scheneetadpt 
John  Saunders, 
Henry  Yates,  Jr. 

Seneca,  * 

ROBBRT  S.  Rots, 

JoHAs  Sbblt*. 

St.  Lairrenee, 
Ja»on  Fenton. 

Steuben  and  Allegany, 
TiMonnr  Hvbd, 
Jambs  M*Caix. 

Tompkins, 
Richard  Smith, 
Richard  Towwuey. 

Mattmbw  Cabpxiitbb. 

(l$terand  Sulli»tm» 
Daniel  Clark, 
Jonathan  Dubois, 
James  Hunter, 
Hbitbt  Jansbn. 

Westeheiter, 
Peter  A.  Jav, 
Peter  Jay  Monro, 
JojxATHAN  Ward. 

Woihington  and  Wamm* 
AitBXAiniBB  LiTurosToir, 

Nathaniel  PiTCHm, 
John  Richards, 
Wm.  Townsend, 
Mblamctoit  Whbxlbb. 
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LIST  OF  CHIEF  MAOISTRATBS 

owtmm 

COLONY  AND  STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 

TVLChU  leaO  TO  1*777. 


WTCU  OOVSURMOiUL 

Weraot  Vjjr  Tmun,....  «.#«fipon  1680    to  1638 

WmutAV  KiBFT  1668  1647 

PsTKa  SrvTTniAiiT,   1647  1664 

■  AvTBOinr  CoitTBy  Oct  14,  1673toF«b.0, 1674 


HicHARD  NicoLi^, . .  from  Sept.  7th,  1664  to  1CG7 

Francis  Lovelace  1667  to  Oct.  1673 

Sir  Kdmund  AiVURO!(H,  «•••»«««««•••  1674  to  1681 

AifTHOKY  Brockhout»  «  ••.  16S1  **  1683 

'Thomas  DoxGAN,  ,»                             1C83  **  1688 

Francis  NiCHOi«soN,  «•••«••  1688  ** 

-Jacob  Leisler,  (Lieut  Oor.)                       1689  1691 

Hsifmy  SLOOGBTm,   1691 

tRiCKAKDl]roox4wy»(Li«iit.OorO  1601 

BuKJAMnr  Fletcher,  109d  1608 

IhCKAKD,  Earl  of  fielUmont,                        1698  "  1701 

.  Jow  NA]irAir»  (Lieut  Got.)  1701  1703 

LoBB  GomimmT                                     1703  1708 

iLoRBLoTSLAoa,                                    1708  1708 

OBKABOve  BssKMAK,  (Pietideiit*)  •  * .  * »  1700  *• 

OufBEAi.  HuHTse,  1710  1710 

fftTBM  ScHUTxa,.(Preiid«iit,)  1719  «•  1730 
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>iAGiSXiiAT£S  OF  NEW-YORK. 


WlLUAX  BVEVBT*   1720 

John  Mohtoomcry,   ,  1728 

Rip  Vaw  Dam,  (President,)   1 731 

WiLZJAM  Crosby,   I730 

George  Clark   X736 

George  Clintoic,   1743 

James  Delancy,  (Lieut.  Gov.).   1753 

Da.tvehs  Osborn.  ,   1753 

Sir  Charles  Hardy,  ,   1755 

Jamks  Delancy,  (Lieut.  Gov.)   1757 

Cabwallader  Coldrn,  (Lievt.  Gov,).  .  1760 

K  o  b  E  R  T  Mo2f  CKTO  .V,   1 762 

Cadwallader  Colden,  (Lieut. Gov.)  1763 

Hktvrt  Moore,.  1765 

JoH.-v,  Karl  of  Dunmore,  1770 

WuojAM  Tayok  •  «  1771 

[The  Colonial  Government  was  snspenctod  m  Mmy,  1775 ;  from  friiidi 

time,  to  the  adoption  of  tlie  Constitution,  April  20,  1777,  New-York  waa 

foverned  by  a  Provincial  Congress.  Nathaniel  Woodhuli  was  elected 
'resideDl  of  the  Congress,  in  August,  1775.] 
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ABOLITIONISTS— Societies  formed,  4D2;  opposition  to  Mr.  Van 

Buren,  416— Course  in  1844.467. 
ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY- Bill  passed  in  Assembly,  7Q;  Law 

for,  lOQ. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT— Of  American  Independence,  IS. 

ADAMS,  JOHN— Supported  by  northern  Federalists,  5iJ ;  Hamil- 
ton's opinion  of,  59,76 ;  Elected  President,  60_;  Death,  32K 

,ADAMS,  JOHN  Q.— Candidate  for  President,  2iG ;  Course  of  his 
friends  in  the  New-York  Legislature,  3QQ ;  Eiected  President 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  ;  Abandoned  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  New-York  Bucktails,  340,341 ;  Defeated  in 
1828,  3fiL 

ADAMS  MEN— Movements  in  1828,  339;  Denunciations  of  Gen. 

'       Jackson,  3^ 
ADAMS,  SAMUEL — Opposition  to  administration  of  John  Ad- 
ams, 69. 

ADRIANCE,  ABRAHAM— State  Senator,  SI ;  CouncUof  Appoint- 
ment, iQa 

ADVERTISER,  ALBANY— Edited  by  Israel  W.  Clark,  280i  Dis- 
trusted by  Adams  Men,  343* 
AGRICULTURE — Appropriation  for  improvement  of,  440. 
ALBANY  REGENCY— mm 

ALIEN  AND  SEDITION  LAWS— 69;  Prosecutions  under,  lAi 
Repeal  of,  97. 

ALLEN,  ETHAN  B.— State  Senator,  314. 

ALLEN,  PETER— Seat  contested  by  Henry  Fellows,  185. 

ALLEN  STEPHEN— Mayor  of  New- York,  232  ;  Member  of  As- 
sembly, 314 — State  Senator,  358  ;  in  favor  of  United  States 
Bank, 

ALLEN,  WILLIAM  F.— Member  of ' Assembly,       ;  /t/.,45Q, 
ALVORD,  THOMAS  G.— Member  of  Assembly, 
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AMERICA,  BANK  OF— Chartered.  145.152;  Corrupt  meM8 
employed,  145,152;  Legislature  prorogued,  148 ;  Reduction 
of  capital,  15^ 

AMERICAN  SYSTEM— Advocated  by  Mr.  Clay,  334. 

ANNEXATION  OF  TEXAS— proposed,  ;  Position  of  partiei 
on,  in  1844,  467. 

ANTI-CLINtONIANS— (»ee  Republicans.) 

ANTI-FEDERALISTg— (see  Republieans.) 

ANTI-MASONS— Organization  of,  332  ;  Leroy  Convention,  351 ; 
A  distinct  party,  355;  Support  of  Adams  Electoral  ticket, 
352 ;  Leading  opposition  party  in  the  State,  3M  ;  Coalition 
with  National  Republicans,  3S3 ;  Assume  name  of  Whigs,396. 

ANTI-RENTERS— Difficulties  with  landlords,  438;  Become  a  po- 
litical party,  467,468. 

APPOINTING  POWER— (see  Executive  Patronage.) 

ARGUS,  ALBANY— Established  by  the  friends  of  Gov.  Tompkins, 
164;  Organ  of  the  Anti-Clintonians,  211 ;  Transfer  to  Leake 
and  Cantine, 

ARMSTRONG,  JOHN— Petition  for  repeal  of  alien  and  seditioa 
laws,  Tlj  United  States  Senator,  77^  Resignation,  90_i  Re- 
election, 99_j  Minister  to  France,  107 ;  Secretary  of  War, 
165  ;  Resignation,  113 ;  Attempt  of  Judge  Spencer  to  re-elect 
him  United  States  Senator,  177. 

ARMSTRONG,  THOMAS— State  Senator,  365i  Id.,  393^  Mem- 
ber of  Assembly,  425. 

ARNOLD,  STEPHEN— Case  of,  U2. 

ASSEMBLY— New  appointment,  40j  /rf.,  85^  /rf.,  2fi2. 

ASSUMPTION  OF  STATE  DEBTS— Approved  by  Congress  in 
1790, 

ATLAS,  ALBANY— Established,  453;  Organ  of  a  portion  of  the 

Democratic  party,  453. 
AUSTIN,  MOSES— State  Senator,  203. 

BACKUS,  FREDERICK  F.— Anti-Masonic  General  Committee, 
351 ;  State  Senator,  458. 

BACON,  EZEKIEL— Member  of  Assembly,  213 ;  Delegate  to  Con- 
vention  of  1821,  242;  Speech  in  favor  of  adopting  Constitu- 
tion, 258. 

BACON,  JOHN  F.— Secretary  of  Convention  of  1821,  242.  * 
BAILEY,  BENJAMIN— Member  of  Assembly,  46S. 
BAILEY,  THEODORUS— United  States  Senator,  95^  Resignation, 
99;  Attempt  to  unite  the  Burrites  and  Cltntonians,  111,112. 
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BAKER,  WILLIAM,jR.—Speakerof  Assembly,  304;  Canal  Com- 
missioner, 405;  Removal, 

BANK  CHARTERS— Opposition  to,  in  the  Legislature,  111 ;  Ap- 
plications for,  394 — Corrupt  means  to  procure,  399 ;  Rage  for 
Charters,  4QQ;  Anti-Monopolists,  401 ;  Attempt  to  pass  Gen- ' 
eral  law  defeated  by  the  State  Banks,  411. 

BANK  COMMISSIONERS— Office  abolished,  A5fL 

BANK  OF  UNITED  STATES— Project  of  Gen.  Hamilton,  OSj 
Attempt  to  renew  Charter  of  old  bank,  139;  Opposition  to 
re-charter  new  bank,  376.380 ;  Resolutions  of  New-York 
Legislature,  376,380 ;  Veto,  384;  Opposition  to  the  re-election 
of  Gen.  Jackson»  384,392 ;  Removal  of  deposits,  2fi2;  Curtail- 
ment and  extension  of  discounts,  31^5,306  ;  Gen.  Root's  reso- 
lution in  favor  of,  44Q ;  Vetos  of  Mr.  Tyler,  442. 

BARKER,  GEORGE  P.— Attorney  General,  44G ;  Opposition  to 
Mr.  Croswell,  454. 

BARKER,  JACOB— State  Senator,  laL 

BARLOW,  THOMAS— State  Senator, 

BARNARD,  DANIEL  D.— Member  of  Assembly,  417. 

BARSTOW,  GAMALIEL  H.— Member  of  Assembly,  Ififi ;  Id., 
2S1 ;  Id.t  338 ;  Advocates  choice  of  Electors  by  the  people, 
281 ;  Delegate  to  *  People's  Convention,'  29d ;  Treasurer, 
312— /i.,  418;  Whig  candidate  for  Lieut.  Governor,  406  » 
Declines  re-appointment  as  Treasurer,  428. 

BARTLIT,  WILLIAM— State  Senator,  444. 

BATES,  STEPHEN— State  Senator,  IfiL 

BAYARD,  WILLIAM  A.— Commissioner  to  settle  Gov.  Tomp- 
kins' accounts,  216. 

BEACH,  JOHN  H.— Member  of  Assembly,  ISfi. 

BEARDSLEY,  JOHN— State  Senator,  402. 

BEARDSLEY,  LEVI— Member  of  Assembly,  314;  State  Senator, 
365— /rf. ,  3113  ;  Opposes  re-charter  of  United  States  Bank,  380. 

BEARDSLEY,  SAMUEL— State  Senator,  207;  Supports  Crawford 
for  President,  221;  Resignation,  217;  United  States  District 
Attorney,  273 ;  Member  of  Congress,  317  ;  Declines  office  of 
Circuit  Judge,  31^;  Attorney  General,  40^^;  Opinion  on 
•General  Banking  law,  411 ;  Position  in  regard  to  internal 
improvements,  411;  Candidate  for  United  States  Senate^, 
412 ;  Opposition  to  financial  policy  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  414 ; 
Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  463. 
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BECKWITH,  ABIJAH— State  Senator,  m 

BEEKMAN,  JOHN  P.— State  Senator,  ML 

BEERS,  GEORGE  D.— State  Senator,  4fijL 

BENSON,  EGBERT— Member  of  Assembly,  21;  Member  of  Con- 
gress, 25 ;  Id.,  ;  Associate  Justice  of  Supreme  Court,  51 ; 
Associate  Justice  of  United  States  Supreme  Court,  90. 

BENTON,  NATHANIEL  S.— State  Senator,  342i  United  States 
District  Attorney,  377- 

BERLIN  AND  MILAN  DECREES— 122. 

BETTS,  SAMUEL  R.— Nominated  for  Associate  Justice  of  Su- 
preme Court,  and  rejected,  211 ;  Circuit  Judge,  274 ;  United 
States  District  Judge,  337. 

BICKNELL,  BENNETT— State  Senator,  IIL 

BIRDSALL,  JAMES— Member  of  Assembly,  338, 

BIRDSALL.  JOHN— Circuit  Judge,  321 ;  Resignation,  364;  Mem- 
ber of  Assembly,  373 — State  Senator,  320. 

BIRDSEYE,  VICTORY— Member  of  Congress,  184i  Delegate  to 
the  Convention  of  1821,  243  ;  Vote  against  election  of  Sher- 
iffs and  County  Clerks  by  the  people,  258;  State  Senator, 
027. 

BIRNEY,  JAMES  G.— Abolition  candidate  for  President,  435j 
Id.j  AM. 

BISHOP,  ISAAC  W.— State  Senator,  3S3 ;  Charge  against  and  in- 
vestigation, 4£)5 ;  Resignation,  406. 
BISSELL,  DANIEL  P.— Canal  Commissioner,  44li;  /rf.,4M, 
BLACK  RIVER  CANAL— Proposed,  334i  Defeated,  399^  Bill 

passed,  405;  Loan  for,  440. 
BLOODGOOD,  FRANCIS  A.— State  Sena/or,  12Cj  Jd.,  150; 

Council  of  Appointment,  145. 
BLOODGOOD,  S.  DEW  ITT— Attack  on  Got.  Yates,  2^2  ;  Efforts 

to  secure  Dewitt  Clinton's  nomination  for  Governor,  29G. 
BOCKEE,  ABRAHAM— State  Senator,  444. 
BOGARDUS,  ROBERT— Commissioner  to  settle  Gov.  Tompkins* 

accounts,  216 ;  State  Senator,  32G ;  Resignation,  365. 
BOSWORTH.  JOSEPH  S.— Member  of  Assembly,  450. 
BOUCK,  WILLIAM  C— Member  of  Assembly,  166j  Id,  197; 

Opposition  to  the  administration  of  Dewitt  Clinton,  102;  ' 
•        State  Senator,  225;  Canal  Commissioner,  238;  Removal, 

433;  Democratic  candidate  for  Governor,  435 — Id.,  442  ; 

Friendly  to  enlargement   of  Erie  canal,  450;  Elected 
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BOUCK,  WILLIAM  C— 

Governor,  450;  Selection  of  his  advisers,  Ahi ;  Views  in  regard 
to  the  State  Finances,  4!i2  ;  Support  of  Mr.  Croswell,  liil ; 
Opposition  to  his  administration,  Rejection  of  Execu- 
tive nominations,  A51 ;  Opposition  in  the  Legislative  caucus, 
4fi3 ;  Unsuccessful  as  a  candidate  for  re-nomination,  4firs. 

BOUGHTON,  GEORGE  H.— State  Senator,  358^  Canal  Commis- 
sioner, 431.  i 

BOWKER,  SILAS— State  Senator,  2G3;  Member  of  Assembly,  283. 

BOWMAN,  JOHN— State  Senator,  2S1  ;  Vote  on  Electoral  bill, 
2M ;  Canal  Commissioner,  3M ;  Removal,  433. 

BOWNE,  WALTER;  State  Senator,  189^  Id.,  225— /rf.,  267; 
Council  of  Appointment,  191 ;  Id.,  228 ;  Opposition  to  De- 
witt  Clinton,  197;  Vole  on  the  Electoral  bill,  2&fi. 

BRADISH,  LUTHER— Member  of  Assembly,  343j  Id.,  358j  Id., 
365;  Jd.t  410 ;  Id.,  417 ;  Speaker,  4X7  ;  Lieut.  Governor, 
419  ;  Re-elected,  436 ;  Whig  candidate  for  Governor,  441 ; 
Defeated,       ;  Candidate  for  re-nomination,  4M. 

BRAYTON,  GEORGE— Stole  Senator, 2fi3;  Resignation,  322. 

BREESE,  SAMUEL  S.— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  259. 

BRIGGS,  OLNEY— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821, 2^;  Ad- 
vocates' annual  elections  of  Governor,  245. 

BRONSON,  ALVIN— State  Senator,  2fi2;  Id.,  afi5  ;  Vote  on  Elec- 
toral bill,  2S& ;  Friendly  to  re-charter  of  United  States  Bank, 

376,  m 

BRONSON,  GREENE  C— Member  of  Assembly,  221 ;  Attorney 
General,  360 ;  Associate  Justice  of  Supreme  Court,  405. 

BRONSON,  ISAAC  H.— Member  of  Congress,  414 ;  Opposition  to 
Independent  Treasury,  414 ;  Declines  office  of  Circuit  Judge, 

BROOME,  JOHN— Member  of  Assembly,  14 ;  State  Senator,  OS ; 
Council  of  Appointment,  IDQ;  Lieut.  Governor,  102;  Re- 
elected, m ;  Death,  12S. 

BROWN,  JAMES  C— Member  of  Assembly,  45L 

BRUYN,  JACOBUS  S.— State  Senator,  73j  Id,,  84. 

BRYAN,  CALVIN  H.— Member  of  Awembly,  m 

BRYANT,  WILLIAM  C— Friendly  to  Equal  Rights  party,  403. 

BUCKLIN,  DAVID  W.— Member  of  Assembly,  314j  Candidate 
for  Speaker,  333. 

BUCKTAILS— Origin  of,  ua  {Bee  *  Republicans.') 


478 


INDEX. 


BU£L,  DAVID  Jr.— Delegate  to  the  ConYention  of  1821,  242;; 
Opposition  to  Judge  Spencer's  sufiVage  proposition,  249;  To 
election  of  Sherifls  and  Clerks  by  the  people,  ^ 

BUEL,  JESSE— Supports  Gov.  Lewis,  111 ;  Editor  of  the  Albany 
Argus,  164 ;  State  Printer,  112 ;  Sale  to  Leake  and  Cantine,^ 
222 ;  Member  of  Assembly,  201 ;  Whig  candidate  for  Gov* 
ernor,  406. 

BUFFALO— Burnt  by  the  British,  and  loan  to  the  citizens,  IM. 
BURNHAM,  CLARK— State  Senator,  458. 

BURR,  AARON— Federal  committee  in  1789,  35_;  United  States 
Senator,  2^;  Resignation  as  Attorney  General,  4D;  Opinion 
in  relation  to  the  votes  of  Clinton,  Otsego,  and  Tioga  coun- 
ties, 44  ;  Declines  office  of  Associate  Justice  of  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court,  48;  Member  of  Assembly,  63 ;  Id.^ 
60;  Id.^lA;  Political  management,  OS ;  Connection  wi^h  the 
Manhattan  Bank,  70,  11 ;  Republican  candidate  for  Vice 
President,  75^  Intrigues  for  the  Presidency,  80^  81 ;  Elected 
Vice  President,  82;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1801,  84 ; 
Loses  the  confidence  of  the  Republican  party,  82 ;  De- 
nounced by  the  Republican  journals,  92^  94 ;  Candidate  for 
Governor,  101 ;  Defeated,  104 ;  Feelings  toward  Gen.  Ham- 
ilton, 104 ;  Correspondence  and  duel  with  Hamilton,  105. 
106 ;  Trial  for  Treason,  121 ;  Ruin  of  his  political  prospects ». 
122;  Travels  on  the  continent,  123;  Return  to  New- York » 
and  death,  123. 

BURROWS,  LATHAM  A.— State  Senator,  281 ;  Vote  on  Electo- 
ral bill,  286. 

BURT,  J  AMES— Presidential  Elector,  11 ;  Member  of  Assembly 
95;  Id.,  237;  Id.,  260 ;  State  Senator,  98j  Id.,  114 ;  Id., 
261 ;  Supports  Burr  for  Governor,  101  ;  Council  of  Appoint- 
.ment,  115 ;  Vote  on  Electoral  bill,  2Sin 

BUTLER,  BENJAMIN  F.— Pamphlet  on  position  of  parties  in 
relation  to  the  canals,  211 ;  Albany  Regency,  291 ;  One  of 
the  Revisers,  302 ;  Member  of  Assembly,  242 ;  Speech  io 
favor  of  allowance  to  the  family  of  Dewitt  Clinton,  349 ; 
Candidate  for  United  States  Senator,  391 ;  Attorney  General 
of  the  United  States,  393 ;  Complimentary  letter  of  citizens 
of  Albany,  393 ;  Declines  Gubernatorial  nomination,  435. 

CADY,  DANIEL— Member  of  Assembly,  130;  Id  ,  160;  Opposi- 
tion to  loan  to  the  General  Government,  160 ;  Disapprobation 
of  the  Hartford  Convention,  175. 
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CALHOUN,  JOHN  C— Candidate  for  Preiident,  23Q ;  Elected 
Vice  President,  351. 

CAMBRELENG,  CHURCHILL  C— Member  of  Congress,  005; 
/d.,  402 ;  Vote  for  Crawford,  203. 

CAMPBELL.  WILLIAM— Surveyor  General,  iOSL 

CANADA— Outbreak  in,  422 ;  Effect  on  New- York  Elections,  422,, 
4afL  t 

CANALS — First  proposed,  r44;  Memorial  for  constructing  £rie 
and  Champlain  canals,  132  ;  Act  passed  for  improvement  of 
internal  navigation,  1£!7 ;  Commissioners  appointed,  138. ; 
Act  for  Erie  and  Champlain  canals  passed  193  ;  Canal  cele* 
bration,  212 ;  Debt  for,  in  1827,  322 ;  Chenango  canal  bill 
passed,  3S9;  Enlai^ment,  399,418,440;  Grov.  Marcy's  pro- 
test against  increase  of  the  State  debt,  flOi ;  Black  River  and 
Genesee  Valley  canals,  403;  Nett  revenue  of  canals  in  1841, 
439. 

CANTINE,  MOSES  I.— State  Senator,  111 ;  State  Printer,  in  con- 

nection  with  Mr.  Leake,  223  ;  Death,  212. 
CANVASSERS— Rejection  of  the  votes  of  Clinton,  Otsego,  and 

Tioga,  in  1792,  43,  43;  Legislative  investigation,  48^  49. 
CAROLINE— Burning  of,  422 ;  Trial  and  acquittal  of  McLeod,  442. 
CARPENTER,  MATTHEW— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821, 

232 ;  Plan  of  a  Judiciary  system  presented  by,  232. 
CARROLL,  CHARLES  H.— State  Senator  321 ;  Resignation,  2^ 
CARY,  TRUMBULL— State  Senator,  272. 
CASSIDY,  WILLI  AM— Editor  of  Albany  Atlas,  432. 
CHAMBERLAIN,  CALVIN  T.— State  Senator,  43iL 
CHANCERY,  COURT  OF— Propositions  before  the  Convention  of 

1821, 250.254 ;  Proposed  amendments  to  Constitution,  4iIL 
CHATFIELD,  ANDREW  G.— Member  of  Assembly,  424_;  Id., 

430;  Id.,  421. 

CHATFIELD,  LEVI  S.— Member  of  Assembly,  424;  Id.,  430 ; 
Id.,  431i  Id.,  444  ;  Speaker,  445. 

CHEETHAM,  JAMES— Review  of  Col.  Burr's  course.  Si ;  At- 
tempt to  indict  for  libel,  109. 

CHEEVER,  SAMUEL— Member  of  Assembly,  342. 

CHEMICAL  BANK— Investigation  in  regard  to  charter  of,  SQL. 

CHENANGO  CANAI,— Proposed,  324;  Proceedings  in  the  Legis- 
lature on  application  for  law  to  authorize  construction,  335. 
319.  3C3,  368.  311;  Report  of  Canal  Commissioners,  367; 
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CHENANGO  CANAL— 

Opposition  of  its  friends  to  mill  tax  to  restore  General  Fund, 
aai ;  Election  of  1832, 3M ;  Bill  passed  the  Legislature,  382  ; 
Opposition  of  the  Chenango  interest  to  the  financial  views 
of  Gov.  Throop  and  Mr.  Wright,  411. 

CHILDS,  PERRY  G.— State  Senator,  203;  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, 

CHURCH,  SANFORD  E.— Member  of  Assembly,  445. 
CLARK,  AARON— Clerk  of  Assembly,  173 ;  /rf.,  185j  Mayor  of 
New- York,  413. 

CLARK,  EBENEZER— State  Senator,  63  ;  /rf.,  84 ;  Council  of 
Appointment,  87. 

CLARK,  JESSE— State  Senator,  262  ;  Vote  on  Electoral  bill,  286. 

CLARK,  JOHN  C. — Member  of  Congress,  414  ;  Opposition  to  In- 
dependent Treasury,  414. 

CLARK,  JOSEPH— State  Senator,  424. 

CLARK,  ORVILLE— State  Senator,  i^R. 

CLARK,  STEPHEN— Canal  Commissioner,  446  ;  7<f.,  466. 

CLARKE,  ROBERT— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  243; 
in  favor  of  negro  suffrage,  217. 

CLAY,  HENRY— Advocate  of  the  war  of  1812,  143^  Candidate  for 
President,  276;  Course  of  his  friends  in  the  New-York  Leg- 
islature, 300;  Result  of  the  election,  303-305 ;  Author  of 
'  American  system,  374;  Presented  by  his  friends  in  New- 
York  for  the  Presidency,  371;  Coalition  with  Calhoun,  382; 
National  Republican  candidate  for  President,  3S3 ;  Candi- 
date at  the  Whig  National  Convention  in  1839, 431 ;  Attach- 
ment of  his  friends  in  this  State,  449;  Whig  candidate  for 
President,  461;  Letters  on  the  annexation  of  Texas,  467; 
Result  of  the  election,  468. 

CLINCH,  CHARLES  P.— Member  of  Assembly, 

CLINTON,  CHARLES  A.— Attack  on  Gov.  Yates.  2aiL 

CLINTON,  DE  WITT.— Candidate  for  member  of  Assembly,  56; 
Elected,  63 ;  State  Senator,  C6 ;  Council  of  Appointment,  77; 
Delegate  to  the  State  Convention  of  1801 ,  8i ;  Removals  made 
by  the  Council,  86-89;  United  States  Senator,  91;  Proposed 
Amendipents  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  91; 
Duel  with  John  Swartwout,  93j  Pamphlet  of  Aristides,  93^ 
94  ;  Mayor  of  New*  York,  08 ;  Pecuniary  Embarrassments,  92; 
'    Opposition  to  the  Merchant's  Bank,  107;  Hostility  toward 
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Gov.  Lewis,  IM ;  Jealousy  of  the  Livingston  Family,  111 ; 
State  Senator,  HQ.;  Council  of  Appointment,  113;  Removal 
from  the  Mayoralty,  116 ;  Character  as  a  Politician,  117^  137, 
138,  195 ;  State  Senator,  12Q ;  Opposition  to  the  Embargo 
act,  121 ;  Re«appointed  Mayor,  124 ;  Virginia  Dynasty,  12fi : 
Opposition  to  Mr.  Madison,  127 ;  Operations  of  the  Lewisites 
!  and  Martling  men,  12a,  137^  141,152;  Attack  of  the  friends  of 
the  National  Administration,  129 ;  Resolution  and  Speech  in 
defense  of  the  Administration,  112 ;  Rebuke  of  the  Federal  par* 
ty,  130;  Removed  from  the  Mayoralty,  134;  Support  of  Madison 
and  Tompkins,  134,  ISii ;  Restored  to  the  office  of  Mayor,  129.; 
Elected  Lieut.  Governor,  142 ;  Preparations  to  bring  him  for- 
ward for  the  Presidency,  143,  144;  Commissioner  on  the  im- 
provment  of  Internal  Navigation,  144;  Bank  of  America, 
146,  147,  14S ;  Estrangement  from  Judge  Spencer,  145 ; 
Nominated  for  President,  152,  IM;  Opposition  of  the  Tam- 
many Men,  155, 155 ;  His  defeat,  IM ;  Restored  to  the  Mayor- 
alty, 153 ;  Candidate  for  re-nomination  for  Lieut.  Governor, 
liU ;  Address  attacking  the  State  and  National  Administra- 
tions, 163 ;  Efficient  services  during  the  war,  172;  The  Coo- 
dies,  LZli ;  Removed  from  the  office  uf  Mayor,  ISQ ;  Attach- 
ment of  his  friends,  ISQ;  Eflect  of  his  removal  on  the  elec- 
tion in  the  city,  181;  Memorial  for  the  construction  of  the 
Erie  and  Champlain  canals,  Ifijf ;  Canal  Commissioner,  188; 
nominated  for  Governor,  192;  Elected,  195;  Removal  of 
Tammany  men  from  office,  IM  ;  Recommendation  of  Thanks- 
giving, 196 ;  Opposed  by  the  Bucktails,  197;  Indifference  to 
the  efforts  of  his  opponents,  IM;  Difficulties  in  the  Council, 
200,  201  ;  Coldness  towards  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Col.  Young, 
2Q1 ;  Opposition  to  a  Convention,  203 ;  Intimacy  with  lead- 
ing Federalists,  21^ ;  Encouragement  of  irregular  nomina- 
tions, 205 ;  Divisions  encouraged  in  the  party,  208,  209 ;  De- 
nounced by  the  Bucktails,  201^ ;  Recommends  a  Convention 
with  limited  powers,  21fi;  Re-nomination,  222;  Opposition 
of  the  *  hinh-minded  Federalists,'  224;  Re-elected  Governor, 
225;  Recommends  the  choice  of  Electors  by  general  ticket,  and 
the  submission  of  the  Convention  question  to  the  people,  221 ; 
Interference  of  Federal  officers  in  the  State  Elections,  227  ; 
Casting  vote  in  the  Council  of  Revision,  against  the  Convention 
31 
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CLINTON,  DEWITT— 

bill,  229i  Collision  with  the  Republican  Senators,  232-2 3S? 
*Green  bag*  message,  235;  Desire  to  make  removals  from  of> 
fice,  236;  Discussion  in  regard  to  the  answer  to  the  Govern- 
or's speech,  261-275 ;  Declines  a  re-nomination,  265 ;  Support 
of  Gen.  Jackson  for  President,  280 ;  Removal  from  the  oflQce 
,  of  Canal  Commissioner,  291;  Public  dissatisfaction,  292;  Nom- 
inated  for  Governor,  2Sfi;  Elected  21ifi;  Objection  to  receiv- 
ing office  under  Gen.  Jackson,  304  ,  326;  Opposition  of  the 
People's  Men,  305 ;  Declines  the  mission  to  England,  3J 1;  Tour 
through  the  Western  States,  312;  Recommends  the  State 
Road,  315 ;  Conferences  with  members  of  the  Albany  Re- 
gency, 316 ;  Re-nomination,  322:  Alledged  understanding 
with  Mr.  Van  Buren,  325 ;  Charge  of  being  privy  to  the  abduc- 
tion of  Morgan,  327;  Contemplated  union  of  Clinton,  Van 
Buren,  and  other  leading  Jackson  men,  231;  Declines  be- 
ing a  candidate  for  President  in  opposition  to  Gren.  Jack- 
son, 340,  3ii  ;  Last  message,  34i ;  His  death,  345 ;  Compar- 
ed with  Mr.  Van  Buren  as  a  politician,  346^343 ;  Allowance 
to  his  family,  34S ;  monument  recommended  by  Gov.  Sew- 
ard, 42i 

CLINTON,  GEORGE— Birth  and  parentage,  21 ;  Leader  of  the 
Anti-Federalists,  22;  First  Governor  of  New-York,  22;  Re- 
fusal to  convene  an  extra  session  of  the  Legislature,  21 ;  Presi- 
dent of  the  Convention  to  consider  the  Federal  Constitution, 
29  ;  Proclamation  convening  the  Legislature  in  1786,34^  Re- 
elected Governor,  36  ;  Investigation  in  regard  to  the  sale  of 
the  Public  Lands,  41^  42 ;  Rejection  of  the  votes  of  Clinton, 
Otsego,  and  Tioga,  44 ;  Declared  re-elected,  45;  Denuncia- 
tions of  the  Federalists,  45 ;  Public  dinner  to,  47;  Controver- 
sy in  the  Council  of  Appointment,  Mj  Declines  a  re-nomi- 
nation, 52j  Republican  candidate  for  Vice  President,  5S ; 
Opposition  to  the  administration  of  John  Adams,  C9 ;  Re- 
elected Governor,  84  ;  Vice  President,  1^ ;  Attempt  to  pro- 
cure his  nomination  for  President,  126. 127  ;  Re-elected  Vice 
President,  12S  ;  Casting  vote  against  the  United  Sates  Bank,. 
139;  Death,  15£L 

CLINTON,  GEORGE,  JR.—Member  of  Congress,  126. 

CLINTON,  JAMES— Delegate  to  the  State  Convention  in  1788,  29> 

CLINTONIANS— Attempt  to  strengthen  themselves,  m;  Remor- 
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CLINTONIANS— 

al  of  the  Livingstons,  113 ;  Their  Removal  by  the  Lewis- 
ites, JJii ;  Restoration  of  the  Clintonians,  and  removal  of  the 
Lewisites,  I2i ;  Opposition  to  Mr.  Madison,  121;  Refusal  to 
support  Caucus  nomination  for  Speaker,  2Q1;  Separation 
from  the  Bucktails,  2Qii;  Opposition  to  a  State  Convention, 
203.  213 ;  Address  of  Clintonian  members  of  the  Legislature 
in  1819,  213;  Address  on  the  Convention  bill,  232* 
COCHRAN,  JAMES— State  Senator,  Ifii 
COCHRANE,  CLARK  B.— Member  of  Assembly,  ^ 
C OLDEN,  CADWALLADER  D.— Removed  from  office  of  Dis- 
trict Attorney,  88^  Re-appointed,  134;  Friendly  to  the  Abo- 
lition of  Slavery,  190;  member  of  Assembly,  197 ;  Mayor  of 
New-York,  2QQ ;  Commissioner  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Gov, 
Tompkins,  21^  ;  Removed  from  the  Mayoralty,      ;  State 
Senator,  20Q;  Resignation,  242. 
COLEMAN,  WILLIAM— Editor  of  the  Evening  Post,  8S ;  Opin- 
ion as  to  the  course  of  the  Federalists,  I^;  Opposition  to 
Dewitt  Clinton,  204. 
COLLEGES— Appropriations  to,  IIL 

COLLIER,  JOHN  A.— Comptroller,  442 ;  Candidate  for  Guberna* 

torial  nomination,  447. 
COLLINS,  JOHN  G.— Member  of  Assembly,  4fia. 
COMMISSIONERS — Meeting  at  Annapolis  and  recommendation  of 

a  National  Convention,  1^ 
COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  LAND  OFFICE— Investigation  in 

regard  to  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  41j  42^ 
COMMON  SCHOOLS— Appropriations  for,  52,  79^  IDS;  Office  of 

Superintendent  created,  lill ;  Act  for  improvement  of,  Hi; 

Office  of  Superintendent  united  with  Secretary  of  State,  240; 

Permanent  fund  established,  246;  Improvement  of,  proposed 

by  Dewitt  Clinton,  315;  School  libraries  established,  4iKL 
COMPROMISE  ACT— 382. 

COMPTROLLER— Office  of  created,  Ql ;  Salary  reduced,  23- 
COMSTOCK,  ADAM-rState  Senator,  UD_:  CouncU  of  Appoint- 
ment, UJL 

COMSTOCK,  CALVERT— Member  of  Assembly,  4^8. 

CONFEDERATION,  ARTICLES  OF— Revision  proposed  by  Con- 
gress, IS^  19_;  Assembling  of  the  Convention,  24j  Confede- 
racy abolished,  2(L 
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CONGRESSIONAL  DISTRICTS— Division  of  the  State  into,  21; 
New  apportionment,  liilL 

CONKLIN,  JONATHAN  S.— State  Senator,  365j  Id.,  352.. 

CONKLING,  ALFRED— Resolution!  on  the  removal  of  Dewitt 
Clinton  from  the  office  of  Canal  Commissioner,  ;  United 
States  District  Judge,  .'^i.'^. 

CONSERVATIVES— Opposition  to  the  Independent  Treasury,  414 ; 
Support  of  the  Whig  ticket  in  1S3S,  42£L 

CONSTITUTION,  FEDERAL— Adoption  of,  2fi ;  Opposition  of 
the  Anti-Federalists,  26-30 ;  State  Convention  in  New-York, 
29,30  ;  Final  ratiiicatioD,  30,31 ;  Effect  on  the  public  mind, 
32,  33;  Proceedings  of  the  New-York  Legislature  under,  34^ 

CONSTITUTION,  STATE— Adopted  by  the  Convention  of  1S21, 
25S ;  Ratified  by  the  people,  2fi2, 

CONSTITUTIONAL  REFORM— Discussed  in  the  Legislature, 
459.  460;  Opposition  of  a  portion  of  the  Democratic  party 
to  the  amendments  proposed,  460. 

CONVENTION— To  revise  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  19^  24j 
In  New- York  State,  to  consider  the  Federal  Constitution, 
28=31 ;  To  amend  the  State  Constitution  in  1801,  84j  At 
Hartford,  115  ;  Called  by  the  Republicans  to  nominate  Gu- 
bernatorial ticket,  192;  Convention  of  1821,  242-259;  Held 
by  the  People*s  party  in  1824,  296^  Clintonian,in  1826, 322 ; 
Bucktail,  in  1826,  322 ;  Tariff  Convention  at  Albany,  338  ; 
Adams  Convention  in  1828,  350,  351  ;  Of  the  Anti-Masons 
at  Leroy,  351 ;  Id.,  at  Utica,  in  1828, 351  ;  Jackson  Conven- 
tion in  1828,  352 ;  Of  Working  Men  at  Albany,  in  1830,  ^  ; 
Of  Anti-Masons  in  1830,  370;  Of  Republicans  in  1630,  370; 
Id.,  in  1832,  384;  Id.,  in  1834,  3S1;  Id.,  in  1838,  4in;  Id., 
in  1838,  4l9i  Id.,  in  1840,  435_;  Id.,  in  1842,  441j  Id., 
in  1843,  458;  Id.,  in  1844,  464  ;  Of  Clay  men  in  1831,  328  ; 
Of  Anti-Masons  in  1832,  383 ;  Of  National  Republicans  in 
1832,  3S3i  Of  Whigs  in  1834,  32fi ;  Id.,  in  1836,  402 ;  Id., 
in  1838,  41fi  ;  Id.,  in  1840,  435^  Id.,  in  1841,  443j  Id.,  in 
1842,  44J;  Id.,  in  1844,  4M;  Democratic  National  Conven- 
tion in  1835, 403;  Id.,  in  1840,434;  Jd.,in  1S44.464  ;  Whig 
National  Convention  in  1839,  431  ;  Id.,  in  1844,  464;  Of 
Equal  Rights  Men  in  1836,  402;  Id.,  in  1837,415;  Of  Whig 
Young  Men  in  1842, 44  S. 

COOPER,  CHARLES  D.— Letter  in  regard  to  Burr,  104i  ^\ 
Secretary  of  State,  m;  Removed,  2^ 
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COOPER,  WILLI  AM—A  ttempt  to  impeach, 

CORNING,  ERASTUS— State  Senator,  444. 

COUNCIL  OF  APPOINTMENT— Its  poweni,and  mode  of  elect- 
ing  its  members,  30^  31;  Controversy  with  George  Clinton, 
Ml  33 ;  Id.t  with  John  Jay,  78^  ;  Decision  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  1801,  85i  Abolished,  255, 

COUNCIL  OF  REVISION— How  composed.  37;  Vetoof  the  Con- 
vention bill,  229. 23Q;  Course  of  the  Legislature  on  the  Veto, 
231-236:  Abolished,  2il. 

COUNTY  CLERKS— Election  of,  discussed  in  the  Convention  of 
1S21,  25jL 

COWLES,  HENRY  B.— Member  of  Assembly,  314  ;  Id.,  338  ; 

CRAIG,  HECTOR— Member  of  Congress,  305 ;  Surveyor  at  New- 
York,  3sa, 

CRAIN,  WILLIAM  C  .—Member  of  Assembly,  4fiS. 

CRAMER,  JOHN— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  241 ;  Op- 
position to  the  Suffrage  proposition  of  Judge  Spencer,  2id; 
State  Senator,  267;  Opposition  to  Mr.  Marcy,  212;  Hostility 
toward  Gov.  Yates,  270,289  ;  Course  on  the  Electoral  ques- 
tion, 2S5,  286  ;  Attempt  to  nominate  Col.  Young  for  Gov- 
ernor, 290;  Vote  against  the  removal  of  Dewitt  Clinton  from 
the  office  of  Canal  Commissioner,  2iil ;  Member  of  Assem- 
bly, 445. 

CRARY,  JOHN— Member  of  Ajsembly,  281 ;  Course  on  the  Elec-  ' 
toral  question,  2£2;  State  Senator,  3QQ;  Anti-Masonic  can- 
didate for  Lieut.  Governor,  351 ;  Agreement  with  Mr.  Gran- 
ger, 355;  Defeated,  35iL 

CRAWFORD,  WILLIAM  H.— Candidate  for  President  in  1815, 
183,  184;  M.,  in  1824,  276,300  ;  Nominated  by  a  Congres- 
sional caucus,  2Sn  ;  Result  of  the  election,  303.305. 

CRIPPEN,  SCHUYLER— Member  of  Assembly.  314. 

CROLIUS,  CLARKSON— Member  of  Assembly,  191;  /rf.,  302; 
Speaker,  302. 

CROPSEY,  HARMAN  B.— State  Senator,  312. 

CROSWELL,  EDWIN— Associate  Editor  of  the  Argus,  and  State 
Printer,  234;  One  of  the  Albany  Regency,  201 ;  Dissolution 
of  partnership  with  Mr.  Leake,  2S3  ;  Opposition  to  Mr.  Van 
Buren's  Financial  Policy,  414 ;  Subsequent  endorsement  of 
the  Independent  Treasury,  415;  Opposition  to  his  restoration 
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CROSWELL,  EDWIN— 

to  the  office  of  State  Printer,  453 ;  Friendly  to  the  re«nomi> 
nation  of  Grov.  Bouck,  4r>ft. 

CROSWELL,  HARRY— Indictment  and  trial  for  libel,  IQQ;  Re- 
moval to  Albany,  132. 

CRUGER,  DANIEL— Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  ISiL 

CULVER,  ERASTUS  D.— Member  of  Assembly,  431. 

CUNNINGHAM,  HENRY— Member  of  Aweinbly,  2S1 ;  Speech 
against  the  removal  of  Dewitt  Clinton  from  the  office  of  Ca- 
nal Commissioner,  292. 

CURTIS,  EDWARD— Pledge  to  the  Equal  Rights  men,  40S ;  Mem- 
ber of  Congress,  402. 

CUSHMAN  JOHN  P.— Circuit  Judge,  418^  Resignation.  AQ^ 
.CUTTING,  FRANCIS  B.— Member  of  Assembly  410 ;  Opposition 
to  banks,  410. 

DALLAS,  GEORGE  M.— Nominated  for  Vice  President,  464; 
Elected,  ^ 

DALY,  CHARLES  P.— Member  of  Assembly,  4^ 

DANA,  AMASA.— Member  of  Assembly,  343. 

DAVIS,  GEORGE  R.— Member  of  Assembly,  365i  Jd,,  314^  Id., 

445;  Jrf.,451 ;  Speaker, 374 ;  Id.,  451 ;  Bank  Commissioner, 

3fi6 ;  Friendly  to  Mr.  Croswell,  4M. 
DAVIS,  MATTHEW  L.— Union  of  Burrites  and  Clintonians,  HI. 

112;  Opposition  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  141. 
DAVIS,  NATHANIEL  W.— Member  of  Assembly,  452. 
DAVISON.  JOHN  M.— Register  in  Chancery,  42iL 
DAYAN,  CHARLES— State  Senator,  327. 
DAYTON,  JONATHAN— State  Senator,  I63j  Jd„  195^  Council 

of  Appointment,  IliL 
DAYTON,  NATHAN— Member  of  Assembly,  343 ;  Circuit  Judge, 

412. 

DECLARATION  OF  INDEPENDENCE— Effect  on  the  public 
mind, 

DEITZ,  WILLIAM— State  Senator,  3ii5;  Opposition  to  United 

.  States  Bank,  3S0. 
DENIO,  HIRAM— Circuit  Judge,  395— Resign ation,4ia. 
DENNISTON,  ROBERT— Member  of  Assembly,  398^  /d.,  424i 

Id.y  43Q ;  State  Senator,  431 ;  ld.,Aiil;  Opposition  to  Mr. 

Croswell,  iM ;  Refusal  to  approve  of  the  course  of  Gov. 

Bouck,  4^ 
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DEPOSITS— Removal  of,  0113^ 

DEWITT,  SIMEON— Surveyor  General,  3fi ;  irf.,  222 ;  id.,  317]  id., 
3fiQ  ;  Canal  Commissioner,  IM  ;  Death,  398. 

DEXTER,  S.  NEWTON— Canal  Commissioner,  433. 

DEYO,  ABRAHAM  A.— State  Senator,  dim. 

DICKINSON,  ANDREW  B.— State  Senator,  i3SL 

DICKINSON,  DANIEL  S.— State  Senator,  409;  Candidate  for 
Lieut.  Governor,  435 ;  id.  441 ;  Friendly  to  the  New- York 
and  Erie  Railroad,  4M;  Elected  Lieut.  Governor,  450; 
Friendly  to  Mr.  Croswell,  454;  Views  in  regard  to  two-third 
bills,  454 ;  Controversy  with  Col.  Young,  4fi5. 

DITMIS,  JOHN  D.— State  Senator,  lS9j  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, 213. 

DIX,  JOHN  A.— Adjutant  General,  374j  Secretary  of  State,  301 ; 

Member  of  Assembly,  444. 
DIXON,  ABRAM— State  Senator,  430. 

DODGE,  WILLIAM  I.— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821, 245 ; 
State  Senator,  312. 

DOTY,  BARON  S.— Member  of  Assembly,  SSS. 

DOWNING,  COE  S.— State  Senator,  321. 

DOX,  GERRIT  L.— State  Treasurer,  ITSj  superseded,  23a. 

DOX,  PETER  M.— Member  of  Assembly,  445. 

DUANE,  JAMES— Delegate  to  the  State  Convention  in  1788,  28^ 
United  States  District  Judge,  03. 

DUDLEY,  CHARLES  E.— State  Senator,  214i  Jd.,  267^  Council 
of  Appointment,  261;  Report  on  the  Electoral  bill,  285;  Vote 
on  the  postponement,  2^;  United  States  Senator,  3(KL 

DUER,  JOHN— One  of  the  *high-minded  Federalists',  224 ;  Dele- 
gate to  the  Convention  of  1821,241  ;  Opposition  to  universal 
suffrage,  25Q ;  In  favor  of  remodeling  the  Supreme  Court,254« 

DUER,  WILLIAM— Member  of  Assembly,  430 ;  Jd.,  431. 

DUER,  WILLIAM  A.— Member  of  Assembly  185^  Id.,  207^  Op- 
position to  Dewitt  Clinton,  204;  One  of  the  *  high-minded 
Federalists,'  224 ;  Plan  of  a  judiciary  presented  in  the 
Convention  of  1821,  251j  Circuit  Judge,  274;  Candidate 
for  United  States  District  Judge,  313. 

DUNNING,  WILLIAM— Memb2r  of  Assembly,  64;  State  Senator, 
61 ;  Id.,  13 ;  Council  of  Appointment,  fil. 

DUTIES  AT  NEW-YORK— Granted  to  the  United  States,  20^ 
Effect  of  on  the  organization  of  political  parties,  20. ;  Discus- 
sions and  propositions  before  the  Legislature,  20-24. 
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« 

DTDE'S  HOTEL— Meeting  of  Clintonians  and  Burrites  at,  112. 

EARLE,  THOMAS— Abolition  candidate  for  Vice  President,  435. 

EARLL,  JONAS,  JR.— State  Senator,  267;  Vote  on  Electoral 
law,  2^ ;  Canal  Commissioner,  21^ ;  Removed,  42^;  Re-ap- 
pointed,        Elected  by  the  people,  460,468. 

EASON,  DAVID— State  Senator,  207. 

KATON,  LEWIS— State  Senator,  258 ;  Resigned, 

EDMONDS,  JOHN  W.— Member  of  Assembly,  211 ;  State  Sena- 
ator,  2Id;  Opposition  to  United  States  Bank,  380;  Speech  to 
Mr.  Van  Buren  on  his  visit  to  New-York,  422. 

EDWARDS,  OGDEN— Surrogate  of  New- York,  116^  Removal, 
124;  Member  of  Assembly,  197;  Opposition  to  Dewitt  Clin* 
ton,  197;  In  favor  of  a  State  Convention  to  revise  the  Con- 
stitution, '2u2l;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  241; 
Opposition  to  the  central  appointing  power,  ;  Circuit 
Judge,  214 ; 

EDWARDS,  SAMUEL  L.— Member  of  Assembly,  281 ;  Course  on 
the  Electoral  bill,  2H2 ;  State  Senator,  2&S;  /(i.,  ^ ;  Declines 
Office  of  Register  in  Chancery,  429. 

EDDY,  THOMAS — Commissioner  on  laternal  Improvements,  144* 

ELECTION— Of  Delegates  to  the  Convention  of  1788,  28^  General 
Election  of  1789.  36;  Ofl790,38j  Ofl701,41_;  Of  1792, 43^ 
Of  1793,  4ii ;  Of  1794,  51 ;  Of  1795,  SSj  Of  1796,  58^  Of 
1797,  G3i  Of  1798,  66j  Of  1799,  70;  Of  1800,  73;  Of  1801, 
84;  Of  1802,  91 ;  Of  1803,  97;  Of  1804,  102;  Of  1805,  109; 
Of  180G,  114j  Of  1807,  120^  Of  1808,  126;  Of  1309,  131;  Of 
1610,  136;  Of  1811.142;  Of  1812,  150;  Of  1813,  163;  Of 
1814,  m ;  Of  1815,  ISl ;  Of  1816,  188 ;  Of  1817,  lfl5 ;  Of 
1818,  203;  Of  1819,  214  ;  Of  1820. 225 ;  Of  1821,240;  Spe- 
cial Election  of  Delegates  to  the  Convention  of  1821,241 ; 
G^eneral  Election  of  1S22,  266;  Of  1823,  280;  Of  1824,  299; 
Of  1825.314;  Of  1826,  326;  Of  1827,  342;  Of  1828.356;  Of 
1829,  364;  Of  1830,  372j  Of  1831,  379i  Of  1332,  387;  Of 
1833,  393;  Of  1S31,  397;  Of  1S35,  402^  Of  1S36,  408;  Of 
1837.  410;  Of  1839,  423;  Of  1839,  430i  Ofl840,  43ij;  Of 
1841,  444;  Ofl842,450j  Ofl843,458i  Of  1S46,  4fil. 

ELECTORS  OF  PRESIDENT  AND  V1CE;-PRES1DENT— Cho- 
sen  by  the  Legislature,  34 ;  Proposed  division  of  the  State 
into  Districts,  68^  73;  Election  by  the  People  advocated,. 
2SQ ;  Electoral  Question  discussed  in  the  Legislature,  281 — 
2S8;  Submission  to  the  People,  302. 
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ELLICOTT,  JOSEPH— Canal  Commissioner,  188i  resignation,  212. 
ELLMAKER,  AMOS— Anti-Masonic  Candidate  for  Vice-Presi- 
dent, 38^ 

ELLSWORTH,  STUKELY— State  Senator,  3QQ. 
ELMONDORFF,  LUG  AS— Member  of  Congress,  61 ;  State  Sena- 
tor, 163;  Council  of  Appointment,  IjUL 
ELY,  SUMNER— State  Senator,  42iL 

EMBARGO  ACT— Passed,  124 ;  Effect  on  the  Elections  in  this 
State,  126.  121 ;  Discussed  in  the  New -York  Legislature, 
130—134. 

EMMETT,  ROBERT— Member  of  Assembly,  343. 

EMMETT,  THOMAS  ADDIS— Attorney  General,  I53i  Removed, 

159;  Address  to  Dewitt  Clinton  on  his  removal  from  the 

Mayoralty,  ISl. 
EMMONS,  CARLOS— State  Senator,  4111. 

EMOTT,  JAMES— Member  of  Assembly,  lOOj  Jd.,  165i  Jd.,  190; 
Speaker,  lii5;  Circuit  Judge,  337. 

ENGLAND — Commencement  of  difficulties  with,  in  1811,  142; 
Declaration  of  War  in  1812,  1^;  Treaty  of  Peace,  178. 

ENLARGEMENT— Act  to  double  Locks  passed,  3fi2:  Appropri- 
ations for,  4ia,  44iL 

ENOS,  TRUMAN— State  Senator,  327. 

EQUAL  RIGHTS  PARTY— Formed  in  New-York  City,  401; 
Movements  in  the  fall  of  1836,  and  coalition  with  the  Whigs, 
408 ;  Opinions  in  regard  to  Monopolies,  and  the  creation  of 
State  Debts,  415;  Union  with  the  Republicans,  41^ 

ERWIN,  DAVID— State  Senator.  2fLL 

ESLEECK,  WELCOME— State  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools, 
240. 

EVANS,  DAVID  E.— State  Senator,  203  ;  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, 22a. 

EVENING  JOURNAL— Established,  XIH 

EXECUTIVE  PATRONAGE— Dispensation  of,  and  its  tendency, 

89^  £K};  Change  made  by  the  Constitution  of  1821,  255.  25&; 

Anxiety  to  secure  offices  under  the  new  Constitution,  269. 
FARRINGTON,  THOMAS— State  Treasurer,  440 ;  Opposition  to 

Mr.  Croswell  for  State  Printer,  454. 
FAULKNER,  JAMES— State  Senator,  444. 
FEDERALISTS — Organization  as  a  political  party,  21 ;  Preferences 

for  the  British  Government,  41 ;  In  favor  of  neutrality  in  re- 
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FEDERALISTS— 

lation  to  the  war  on  the  Continent,  49j  Opinions  of  the  Fed- 
eral  Constitution,  CS^  69j  Partial  disband ment,  181,  182; 
DiTisions  in  the  Republican  party,  199;  Character  of  the 
Federalists  of  1798,  203,  204 ;  Divisions  among  the  Federal- 
ists, 204-212;  Union  of  a  majority  of  the  party  with  the 
Clintonians,  212,  225 ;  Opposition  to  a  State  Convention, 
218 ;  Union  of  the  *  high  minded  Federalists'  with  the 
fiucktails,  224. 

FELLOWS,  HENRY— Contest  for  his  seat  in  the  Assembly,  185- 

FERGUSON,  JOHN— Mayor  of  New- York,  ISO. 

FILLMORE,  MILLARD— Member  of  Assembly,  338  ;  Id.,  3fi5 ; 
Candidate  for  nomination  of  Vice  President,  4G4;  Whig  can- 
didate for  Governor,  4M ;  Result  of  the  election,  4r)7, 

FISH,  HOWLAND— Member  of  Assembly,  232 ;  Id,,  338j  Dele- 
gate to  the  Convention  of  1821,  2ML 

FISH,  NICHOLAS— Federal  Candidate  for  Lieut.  Governor,  133; 
Id.,  141. 

FISK,  JOSIAH— State  Senator,  3liL 

FLAGG,  AZARIAH  C— Member  of  Assembly,  267^  Id,,  281 ; 
Friendly  to  Mr.  Crawford,  282;  Opposition  to  the  Electoral 
bill,  2S2:2M;  Adherence  to  Gov.  Yates,  290;  Resolutions 
for  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature,  at  the  extra  Session 
called  by  Gov.  Yates,  2M ;  Secretary  of  State,  311 ;  Re- 
appointed, 3fiQ  ;  Id.,  381 ;  Comptroller,  3111  ;  Views  in  re- 
gard to  the  State  Finances,  411 ;  Declines  office  of  Register 
in  Chancery,  429;  Recommends  Stop  and  Tax  law,  445;  Re- 
appointed Comptroller,  440  ;  Opposition  to  Mr.  Croswell  for 
State  Printer, 

FLAGLER,  THOMAS  T.— Member  of  Assembly, 

FLOYD,  JOHN  G.— Member  of  Congress,  407;  Friendly  to  the 
Equal  Rights  party,  407. 

FLOYD,  WILLIAM— Member  of  Congress,  35i  Presidential  Elec- 
tor, 49j  Id.,  77j  Republican  Candidate  for  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor, 55j  State  Senator,  120. 

FOLSOM,  GEORGE— State  Senator,  iOl. 

FOOTE,  EBENEZER— State  Senator,  M;  Council  of  appointment, 

61;  Correspondence  with  Ambrose  Spencer,  88^82. 
FORMAN,  JOSHUA— Safety  Fund  System  proposed  by,  359. 
FOSTER,  HENRY  A.— State  Senator,  322;  A/.,  431;  Member  of 
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FOSTER,  HENRY  A.— 

Congress,  414;  Opposition  to  the  Independent  Treasury,  414 ; 
In  favor  of  Mr.  Croswell  for  State  Printer,  454;  Desire  to  re- 
nominate Gov.  Bouck,  465. 

FOX,  CHAUNCEY  J.— State  Senator.  321 ;  Id,,  402. 

FRANCE—Revolution  in,  43;  Visit  of  Mr.  Genet,  42  ;  His  dicta- 
torial conduct,  5Sj  Indignity  offered  by  the  Directory  to  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries,  &!L 

FRANKLIN,  BENJAMIN— Opposition  to  the  administration  of 
John  Adams,  69 

FRANKLIN,  MORRIS— State  Senator,  444. 

FREEHOLD  QUALIFICATION— Discussed  in  the  Convention  of 
1821,  24S.2-19. 

FRELINGHUYSEN,  THEODORE— Whig  candidate  for  Vice- 
President,  4fi4. 

FREY,  JOHN— State  Senator,  51j  Id.,  55j  /d.,  66_;  Council  of 

Appointment,  QHL 
FROTHINGHAM,  THOMAS— State  Senator,  214. 
FULLER,  PHILO  C— Member  of  Assembly,  358j  W.,365i  State 

Senator,  .'^72. 

FUNDING  SYSTEM— Proposed  by  General  Hamilton,  2S. 
FULLER,  WILLIAM  K.— Adjutant  General,  273^  Resignation, 
312. 

FULLER,  ROBERT — Commissioner  on  subject  of  internal  naviga- 
tion, 144. 

FURMAN,  GABRIEL— State  Senator,  424 ;  Whig  candidate  for 
Lieut.  Governor,  447. 

GANSEVOORT,  HERMAN— Member  of  Assembly,  232. 

GANSEVOORT,  LEONARD— State  Senator,  59;  Id.,  OOj  Mem- 
ber of  Congress,  61. 

GANSEVOORT,  PETER— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1788, 28 ; 
Sheriff  of  Albany,  3Sj  Supported  by  the  Republicans  for  U. 
S.  Senator,  1^ 

GANSEVOORT,  PETER,  Jr.— State  Senator,  387. 

GARDINER,  ADDISON— Circuit  Judge,  364i  Resignation,  418; 
Elected  Lieutenant  Governor,  4ri7. 

GARDINER,  DAVID— State  Senator,  2S1 ;  Vote  on  tlie  Electoral 
bill,  286. 

GARDNER,  SAMUEL  L.- Secretary  of  the  Convention  of  1821, 

242. 
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.  GATES,  HORATIO— Member  of  Assembly,  24- 
GEBH  ARD,  JACOB— State  Senator,  114;  People's  man  in  1824, 2fl6. 
GENERAL  BANKING  LAW— Passed,  418, 
GENERAL  FUND— Proposed  tax  to  restore  capital  of,  331^ 
GENESEE  VALLEY  C AN ALr— Proposed,  334i  Defeated,  399; 

Bill  passed,  4Ql2;  Loan  for,  440. 
GERE,  ISAAC— State  Senator,  ati^ 

GERMAN,  OBADIAH— Member  of  Assembly,  m ;  Id.,  lOSj  Id., 
130;  /rf.,  205;  United  States  Senator,  130;  Opposition  to  the 
war  of  1812,  lii3;  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  202;  Alterca- 
tion with  Peter  R.  Livingston,  20iL 

GERRY,  ELBRIDGE— Elected  Vice-President,  156. 

GOLD,  THOMAS  R.— State  Senator,  53;  ia.,66j  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment, 22. 

GOODELL,  RICHARD— Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  282. 
GORDON,  JAMES— State  Senator,  59j  /d.,  73j  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment, 22. 
GOVERNOR— Term  of,  changed,  245. 

GRAHAM,  THEODORE  V.  W.— Recorder  of  Albany,  134i  Re- 
moval, 139. 

GRANGER,  FRANCIS— Member  of  Assembly,  314 ;  /rf.,338;/rf., 
243;  /(/.,  3£5 ;  /d.,  379;  Support  of  Chenango  Canal  bill, 
335.  368 ;  Nominated  for  Lieutenant  Governor  by  the  Ad- 
ams men,  and  for  Governor  by  the  Anti-Masons,  351 ;  De- 
clines the  Anti-Masonic  nomination,  351;  Attempt  to  unite 
National  Republicans  and  Anti-Masons,  355 ;  Agreement 
with  Mr.  Crary,  255  ;  Anti-Masonic  candidate  for  Governor, 
370;  Re-nominated,  383 ;  Abandoned  by  the  Chenango  Ca- 
nal interest,  386;  Result  of  the  election,  387;  Candidate  for 
Gubernatorial  nomination  in  1838,  419;  Postmaster  General, 
441. 

GRANGER,  GIDEON— Support  of  Dewitt  Clinton  for  Governor, 

192;  State  Senator,  214;  Speech  in  regard  to  the  accoaDts 

of  Gov.  Tompkins,  21fl. 
GREELEY,  HORACE— Editor  Log  Cabin  and  New- York  Tribune, 

434j  433;  Whig  candidate  for  State  Printer,  453. 
GREEN,  BYRAM— State  Senator,  2fi2 ;  Vote  on  the  Electoral 

bill,  28^ 

GREENLY  THOMAS— State  Senator,  2ul ;  Vote  on  the  Electo- 
ral  bill,  2M. 
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GRIDLEY,  PHILO— Circuit  Judge,  41SL 
GRIFFIN  JOHN— State  Senator, 

GROSS,  EZRA  C— Member  of  Assembly,  343^  Id.,  358j  Death, 
36Q. 

HACKLEY,  AARON— Member  of  Assembly,  IM. 

HAIGHT,  JACOB— State  Senator,  261 ;  Vote  on  the  Electoral 
bill,  2SG ;  State  Treasurer,  428, 

HAINES,  CHARLES  G.— Support  of  Dewitt  Clinton  for  Gor- 
ernor,  295;  Adjutant  General,  212, 

HALE,  DANIEL— Secretary  of  State,  QIi\  Removed,  87;  Re-ap- 
pointed, 134;  Removed,  130. 

HALL,  BENJAMIN  F.— Member  of  Assembly,  Bill  for  a 
convention  introduced  by,  460. 

HALL,  WILLIS— Attorney  General,  421;  Trial  of  McLeod,  M3; 
Member  of  Assembly,  451. 

HALSEY,  JEHIEL  H.— State  Senator,  m 

HAMILTON,  ALEXANDER— Commissioner  at  Annapolis,  10. ; 
Leader  of  the  Federal  party,  21 ;  Advocates  unrestricted 
grant  of  duties  at  the  port  of  New- York,  21 ;  Member  of  As- 
sembly, 23  ;  Delegate  to  the  National  Convention,  2A ;  to 
State  Convention,  28;  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  23;  Fund- 
ing System  and  National  Bank  proposed  by,  38 ;  Attempt  to 
persuade  Governor  Jay  to  convene  an  extra  session  of  the 
Legislature,  46^  75 ;  Insults  to,  at  a  meeting  of  the  opponents 
of  Governor  Jay's  treaty  with  England,  JiG;  Opposition  to 
John  Adams,  ^ ;  Opinions  in  regard  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, £8;  Letter  to  Timothy  Pickering,  6S;  Attack  on  John 
Adams,  76j  Speech  in  defense  of  Harry  Croswell,  100;  Op- 
position to  the  nomination  of  Col.  Burr  as  the  Federal  can- 
didate for  Governor,  101;  Correspondence  with  Burr,  104, 
105;  Duel  and  death,  IDfi, 

HAMILTON,  HENRY— Canal  Commissioner,  433, 

HAMILTON,  JAMES  A.— One  of  the  «  high-minded  Federalists,* 
224. 

HAMILTON,  JOHN  C— One  of  the  *  high-minded  Federalists,' 
224,  ^ 

HAMMOND  GIDEON— Member  of  Assembly,  424. 

HAMMOND  JABEZ  D.— Member  of  Congress,  184 ;  State  Sena- 
tor, 195;  Character  as  a  Politician,!^;  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment, 2QQ ;  In  favor  of  a  State  Convention,  203 ;  Ad- 


494 


INDEX. 


HAMMOND,  JABEZ  D.— 

dress  of  the  Clintonian  Members  of  the  Legislature,  21^  ; 
Commissioner  to  survey  the  route  of  the  State  Road, 

HAMMOND,  JUDAH—Member  of  Assembly,  379i  In  favor  of 
United  States  Bank,  381. 

HAND,  AUGUSTUS  C— State  Senator,  461. 

HARD,  GIDEON— State  Senator, 

HARRIS,  IRA— Member  of  Assembly,  IfiS. 

HARRISON,  WILLIAM  H.— Candidate  for  President  in  1836, 
410;  Re-nominated  in  1839,  431 ;  Unjust  attacks  on,  432 ; 
Elected  President,  440]  Death,  442. 

HART,  EPHRAIM— State  Senator,  189j  Id,,  225;  Canal  Com- 
missioner, 212 ;  Council  of  Appointment,  219. 

HART,  TRUMAN— State  Senator,  314. 

HARTFORD  CONVENTION— Its  Inception  and  Objects,  115. ' 
HASBROUCK,  ABRAHAM— State  Senator,  24L 
HASBROUCK,  JONATHAN— One  of  the  high  minded  Federal- 
ists,  224. 

HASBROUCK,  LOUIS— State  Senator,  387. 
HASCALL,  ASA— Member  of  Assembly,  338. 
HATHAWAY,  SAMUEL  G.— State  Senator,  267. 
HATHAWAY,  SAMUEL  G.  Jr.— Member  of  Assembly,  443;  /rf., 
451. 

HATHORN,  JOHN— Member  of  Congress,  33 ;  SUte  Senator,  3fi  ; 

Id,,  11;  Council  of  Appointment,  36. 
HAWLEY,  GIDEON— Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  151 ; 

Removal,  210. 

HAWLEY,  SETH  C— Member  of  Assembly,  430]  Id.,  4TL 
HAWKINS,  HENRY,  State  Senator,  424. 

HAYDEN,  MOSES— Member  of  Congress,  303;  Nominated  for 
Circuit  Judge,  and  Rejected,  321 ;  State  Senator,  338  ;  Re- 
signation, 3:22. 

HAZELTINE,  ABNER— Member  of  Assembly,  358i  Id.,  335 
HENRY,  JOHN  V.— Member  of  Assembly,  23 ;  Comptroller,  23 ; 

Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1801,  84  ;  Removal  from  the 

Office  of  Comptroller,  81. 
HERRICK,  RICHARD  P.— Member  of  Assembly,  424. 
HIGH-MINDED  FEDERALISTS— Union  with  the  Republicani» 

224 ;  Hostility  to  De  Witt  Clinton,  303. 
HILDRETH,  MATTHIAS  B.— Attorney  General,  125]  Removal, 

133;  Re-appointed,  139]  Death,  153. 
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HITCHCOCK,  ZINA— State  Senator,  51 ;  /d.,71i  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment, 51. 

HOB  ART  JOHN  SLOSS— Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
36;  United  States  Senator,  OA ;  United  States  Di&trict  Judge, 
G5 ,  Death,  IQJL 

HOFFMAN,  JOSIAH  0.»-Member  of  Assembly,  41 ;  /<i.,5Q;  Speech 
against  George  Clinton,  50^  Attorney*  General,  21 ;  Recorder 
of  New-York,  134,  159;  One  of  the  *  high-minded  Federal- 
ists,* 224;  Associate  Justice  of  the  New-York  Superior  Court, 

349. 

HOFFMAN,  MICHAEL— Member  of  Congress,  392i  Canal  Com- 
missioner, 392 ;  Member  of  Assembly,  431 ;  Id.,  444;  Id.^ 
459 ;  In  favor  of  *  People*8  Resolution,*  4fiQ ;  Refusal  to  ap- 
prove of  Gov.  Bouck's  course,  463. 

HOFFMAN,  OGDEN— Member  of  Assembly,  343. 

HOGEBOOM,  HENRY— Member  of  Assembly,  424. 

HOGEBOOM,  JAMES  L.— Delegate*  to  the  Convention  of  1821, 
243. 

HOGEBOOM,  JOHN  C— State  Senator,  73;  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, dl. 

HOLDREDGE,  ABRAHAM  P.— Member  of  Assembly,  2Gi  , 
HOLLE Y,  JOHN  M,— Member  of  Assembly, 
HOLLEY,  MYRON— Canal  Commissioner,  ISS ;  Member  of  As- 
sembly, 232. 

HOLLEY,  ORVILLE  L.— Surveyor  General,  415- 

HOLT,  CHARLES— Prosecuted  under  the  Alien  and  Sedition  Law, 
71 ;  Removal  to  New-York,  132. 

HOOKER,  JAMES— Canal  Commissioner,  AM. 

HOPKINS,  JAMES  G.— State  Senator,  43(1 

HOPKINS,  SAMUEL  M.— Member  of  Assembly,  232 ;  Stat^  Sena- 
tor, 24L 

HOYT,  JESSE— Member  of  Assembly,  25jL 
HUBBARD,  JOHN  F.— State  Senator,  35S_;  Id.,  OSS, 
HUBBELL,  LEVI — Adjutant  General,  391;  Resignation,  410; 

Member  of  Assembly,  437. 
HUDSON,  DAVID— One  of  the  high-minded  Federalists,  514  ;  Ca- 
nal Commissioner,  433. 
HULBERT,  JOHN  W.— Member  of  Assembly,  3Q(L 
HULL,  LAURENS— State  Senator,  410. 

HULBURD,  CALVIN  T.— Member  of  Assembly,  445;  Id,,  451 ; 
Id,t  45iL 
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HUMPHREY,  CHARLES— Member  of  Assembly,  32S  ;  Id,,  403; 
Jd.,4ASL;  Speaker,  328;  Id.,  403. 

HOMPHREY,  FRIEND— State  Senator,  43Q. 

HUNT,  ALVAH— State  Senator,  424. 

HUNT,  WARD— Member  of  Assembly,  424. 

HUNTER,  JOHX— State  Senator,  201;  Id.,  402j  Id.,  430j  Oppo- 
sition to  Mr.  Croswell  for  State  Printer,  454. 

HUNTINGTON,  GEORGE — Federal  Candidate  for  Lieutenant 
Governor,  IM. 

HUNTINGTON,  GEORGE— State  Senator,  402. 

HUNTINGTON,  GURDON— Member  of  Assembly,  IQS. 

HUNTINGTON,  HENRY— State  Senator,  104i  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment, 113^  Presidential  elector,  128 ;  Support  of  Dewitt 
Clinton  for  Governor,  1S2 ;  Delegate  to  tbe  Convention  of 
1821,  243;  Clintonian  candidate  for  Lieut.  Governor,  224^ 

HUNTINGTON,  ISRAEL— Member  of  Assembly,  452  ;  Id.,  468. 

HYDE,  CALEB— State  Senator,  9Si  Council  of  Appointment,  IQQ. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT— Attempt  to  abolish,  TSL 

INDEPENDENCE— Acknowledgment  of,  IB. 

INDEPENDENT  TREASURY— Recommended  by  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
414;  Became  a  law,  434. 

INGERSOLL,  JARED— Candidate  for  Vice-President,  156. 

IRVING,  JOHN  T.— Member  of  Congress,  184^  Member  of  As- 
sembly, 22L 

JACKSON,  ANDREW— Candidate  for  President  in  1824,  276 
Result  of  the  election,  303—305  ;  Supported  by  the  Republi- 
cans in  New-York,  340^  341 ;  Elected  President,  201 ;  Op- 
pos«s  the  re-charter  of  tbe  United  States  Bank,  375 ;  Dissolu- 
tion of  his  Cabinet,  377;  Veto  of  the  Bank,  3S1 ;  Opposition 
to  his  re-election,  392 ;  Re-elected  President,  392. 

JACQUES,  MOSES— One  of  the  founders  of  the  Equal  RighU 
party,  401 ;  Supported  as  their  candidate  for  Lieutenant 
Governor,  407. 

JANSEN,  HENRY— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  259; 
Death,  252. 

JAY,  JOHN— One  of  the  leaders  of  the  Federal  party,  21 ;  Delegate 
to  the  Convention  of  1788,28 ;  His  course  in  the  Convention, 
29—31  ;  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  33j  Federal 
candidate  for  Governor,  43 ;  Rejection  of  the  votes  of  Clinton, 
Otsego,  and  Tioga,  43,44;  Refusal  to  convene  an  «ztra  set- 
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JAY,  JOHN— 

sion  of  the  Legislature,  45,46,  75;  Flattering  reception  after 
his  defeat,  4fi  ;  Investigation  of  the  election  returns,  48,49  ; 
Treaty  with  England,  55_i  Elected  Governor,  55i  Recom- 
mends the  abolition  of  slavery,  58 ;  Re-election,  fifi;  Opinion 
in  regard  to  the  Federal  Government,  OS;  Difficulty  with  the 
Council  of  Appointment,  78,79;  Declines  a  re-appointment 
to  the  office  of  Chief  Justice,  82^  Death,  and  testimonials  of 
public  respect,  2^ 

JAY,  PETER  A.— Member  of  Assembly,  165;  Efforts  to  secure 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  190;  Recorder  of  New- York,  215; 
Removed,  239;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  182 K  242 ;  Ad- 
vocates triennial  elections  of  Governor,  245 ;  In  favor  of 
negro  auffrage,  247  ;  Supports  the  suffrage  proposition  of 
Judge  Spencer,  248;  Opposition  to  the  election  of  Sheriffs 
and  County  Clerks  by  the  people,  253 ;  Vote  against  the  Con- 
stiftition,  258. 

JEFFERSON,  THOMAS— Republican  candidate  lor  President,  59 ; 
Elected  Vice-President,  60_j  President,  82 ;  Re-elected,  1 07; 
Recommends  the  Embargo  law,  123;  Death,  321. 

JENKINS,  ELISHA— Comptroller,  87 ;  Connection  with  the  New- 
York  State  Bank,  91 ;  Secretary  of  State,  114;  Removed,  I16; 
Re-appointed,  124 ;  Removed,  133;  Re-appointed,  139;  Re- 
moved, IM ;  Mayor  of  Albany,  179;  Supports  Dewitt  Clin- 
ton for  Governor,  192. 

JEWETT,  FREEBORN  G.— Member  of  Assembly.  314. 

JOHNSON,  DANIEL— State  Senator,  424. 

JOHNSON,  NOADIAH— State  Senator,  409;  Death,  42CL 

JOHNSON,  RICHARD  M.— Elected  Vice  President,  409,41Q; 
Supported  for  re-election,  434,440. 

JOHNSON,  ROBERT— State  Senator,  98;  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, lli 

JOHNSON,  STEPHEN  C.—SUte  Senator,  458. 

JONES,  DAVID  R.  F.— Member  of  Assembly,  437 ;  /rf.,444;  Id., 
4^ ;  State  Senator,  458. 

JONES,  ELBERT  H.— State  Senator,  150j  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, 167;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  258;  Vote 
against  the  election  of  Sheriffs  and  County  Clerks,  258. 

JONES,  HENRY  F.— State  Senator,  4132. 

JONES,  JOHN  P.— State  Senator,  39L 
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JONES,  NATHANIEL— Surveyor  General,  446  ;  Opposition  to- 
Mr.  Croswellas  State  printer,  4^ ;  Canal  Commiaaioner,  466. 

JONES,  SAMUEL— Member  of  Aisembly,  23;  Change  of  politica,. 
48;  State  Senator,  4S ;  Comptroller,  &1 ;  Attempt  to  vacate 
his  seat,  64^  Declines  a  re-appointment,  23. 

JONES,  SAMUEL,.  Jr.— Member  of  Astembjy,  142^  Jd.,  166; 
Chancellor,  till;  Supports  General  Jackson  for  President, 
339;  Chief  Justice  of  New-York  Superior  Court,  MiL 

JORDAN,  AMBROSE  L.— Candidate  for  office  of  Circuit  Judge^ 
274  ;  State  Senator,  314 ;  Resignation,  SC.). 

JUDICIARY  SYSTEM— Discussed  in  the  Convention  of  1821, 

JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE— Appointment  considered  in  the 
Convention  of  1821,  257 ;  Amenc^ment  of  the  Constitution^ 
319,327. 

KELLOGG,  SPENCER— Candidate  for  Canal  Commissioner,  4M 
KEMBLE,  JOHN  C— State  Senator,  393;  Charge  against,  and 

resignation,  405,  406. 
KENT,  JAMES— Member  of  Assembly,  39i  Associate  Justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  65_;  Chief  Justice,  IM;  Chancellor,  ; 
Opposition  to  the  bill  for  a  convention,  in  the  Council  of  Re- 
vision, 229,230 ;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821 ,  241  ; 
In  favor  of  triennial  elections  of  Governor,  2Ah ;  Supports 
the  suffrage  proposition  of  Judge  Spencer,  248,249;  His 
decisions  as  Chief  Justice  and  Chancellor,  252;  Opposed 
to  overturning  the  Judiciary  System,  252;  Vote  against 
the  election  of  Sheriffs  and  County  Clerks,  258;  Retire- 
ment from  office,  and  expressions  of  public  regard,  2!ZS  ; 
One  of  the  revisers,  302 ;  Candidate  for  Presidential  elec- 
tor, 382. 

KENT,  WILLIAM— Circuit  Judge,  442. 
KENTUCKY  RESOLUTIONS,  QS^ 

KEYES,  PERLEY— State  Senator,  lfi3  ;  /rf. ,  2fil ;  Council  of  Ap-^ 
pointment,  IM ;  Vote  on  the  Electoral  bill,  286. 

KEYSER,  ABRAHAM— State  Treasurer.  238;  /rf.,311;  Jd.,  337  ; 
Jd.,  360i  Id.,  mQ;  Id.,  SSI  ;  Id.,  412. 

KING,  CHARLES— Member  of  Assembly,  IM;  Resolutions  in  re- 
gard to  naval  victories  in  the  war  of  1812,  IQl ;  One  of  the 
*  high-minded  Federalists.*  224;  Opposition  to  Mr.  Noab,. 
279;  Support  of  Gen.  Scott  for  the  Pretidency,  431. 
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KING,  JOHN  'A.—Opposition  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  204;  Member 
of  Assembly,  208i  Jd.,31ii  ;  Id.,  430;  One  of  the  *  high- 
minded  Federalists,*  221 ;  State  Senator,  2QjL 

KING,  PRESTON— Member  of  Assembly,  398i  Id.y  410j  Id., 
417;  Opposition  to  banks,  410 ;  To  the  enlargement,  41  fi. 

KING,  RUFUS— United  States  Senator,  37_i  Opinion  in  relation 
to  the  votes  of  Clinton,  Otsego  and  Tioga,  44j  Re-elected 
Senator,  52;  Minister  to  England,  dQ;  Federal  candidate  for 
Vice  President,  107^  Id.,  128j  Re-elected  Senator,  157; 
Pledge  to  Gov.  Tompkins,  173;  Federal  candidate  for  Gov- 
ernor, 188;  Re-elected  Senator,  217,218;  Unites  with  the 
Republican  party,  211 ;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821, 
241;  In  favor  of  universal  suffrage,  2il};  Opposed  to  over- 
turning the  Judiciary  System,  232;  Vote  against  the  election 
of  Sheriffs  and  County  Clerks  by  the  people,  238 ;  Albany 
Post-office,  2G4  ;  Declines  a  re-election,  305;  Minister  to 
England,  2IL 

KNOWER,  BENJAMIN— State  Treasurer,  23Sj  Albany  Regency, 
221 ;  Resignation,  302;  In  favor  of  a  Protective  Tariff,  338; 
Friendly  to  the  election  of  N.  P.  Tallmadge,  39L 

LACY,  ISAAC— State  Senator, 

LAKE,  WELLS— State  Senator,  3iKL 

LANSING,  ABRAHAM  G.— Stete  Treasurer,  9C;  Removed,  125; 
Re-appointed,  135;  Removed,  I4fi. 

LANSING,  JOHN— A  leading  Anti-Federalist,  22^  Delegate  to 
the  National  Convention,  2A ;  Withdrawal  from  the  Conven- 
tion, 21 ;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1788,  28  ;  Speaker 
of  the  Assembly,  34^  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  38;  Chief  Justice,  G3;  Chancellor,  QQ;  Declines 
nomination  for  Governor,  101 ;  Reasons  for  the  declension, 

m 

LANSING,  ROBERT— State  Senator,  am 
LAWRENCE,  CORNELIUS  W,— Mayor  of  New-York,  m 
LAWRENCE,  JAMES  R.— Member  of  Assembly,  417j  Id., 
I^AWRENCE,  JOHN— Member  of  Congress,  34_j  United  States 

District  Judge,  GO;  United  States  Senator,  60;  Resignation, 

TL 

LAWRENCE,  JOHN  L.— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1621,213. 

Support  of  Mr.  Clay  for  the  Presidency,  374. 
LAWRENCE,  JOHN  W.— Member  of  Assembly,  137;  /rf,444. 
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LAWRENCE,  NATHANIEL— Attorney  General, 

LAWRENCE,  SIDNEY— State  Senator,  450, 

LAWYER,  ABRAHAM  L.— State  Senator,  aiil. 

LEAKE,  ISAAC  Q. — Associate  Editor  of  the  Albany  Argus,  and 

State  Printer,  22G;  Id.,  224;  Dissolution  of  the  partnership 

with  Mr.  Croswell,  22i 
LEE,  DANIEL— Member  of  Assembly,  459;  Id.,  iM. 
LEE,  LEONARD— Member  of  Assembly,  451i  Id.,^ 
LEE,  MARTIN— State  Senator,  410. 
LEE,  THOMAS  R.— Member  of  Assembly,  468. 
.  LEFFERTS,  JOHN- State  Senator,  225i  /d.,  267j  Delegate  to 

the  Convention  of  1821,  243^  Vote  on  the  Electoral  bill, 

LEGGETT,  WILLIAM— Friendly  to  the  Equal  Rights  party,  407. 

LEGISLATURE— Of  1787,  23^  Of  1788,  27j  Extra  Session,  34i 
Of  1789,  37_i  Of  1790,  37_i  Of  1791;  39i  Of  1792,  4Ij  Of 
1793,  48j  Of  1794,  49j  Of  1795,  52^  Of  1796,  STj  Extra 
session,  59 ;  Of  1797,  fil ;  Of  1798,  64;  Extra  session,  fil;  Of 
1799,  67j  Of  1800,  72i  Extra  session.  77j  Of  1801,  78i  Of 
1802,  90i  Of  1803,  94j  Of  1804,  99^  Extra  session,  106j  Of 
1805,  im  ;  Of  1806.  U2j  Of  1807,  115j  Of  1808,  124i  Of 
1809,  129_;  Of  ISIO,  133i  Of  1811,  13Sj  Of  1812,  145,151; 
Of  1813,  157j  Of  1814,  165j  Extra  session,  173j  Of  1815, 
176;  Of  1816,  lS4i  Extra  session,  190^  Of  1817,  1901  Of 
1818. 198;  Of  1810,  207;  Of  1820,  217;  Extra  session, 22fi ; 
Of  1821,  235;.  Of  1S22,  260;  Of  1823,  268;  Of  1824,  281 ; 
Extra  session,  293,300;  Of  1825,302_i  Ofl826,315i  Of  1827, 
333;  Extra  session,  339;  Of  1828,  343;  Extra  session,  352; 
Of  1829,  359i  Of  1830,  366j  Of  1831,  374j  Of  1832,  380^ 
Of  1833,  388;  Of  1834,394;  Of  1835,  31^8;  Of  1836,405;  Of 
1837,  410i  Of  1838,  4l7_i  Of  1839,  425^  Of  1840,  432^  Of 
1841,  437i  Of  1842,445;  Of  1S43,  451_;  Of  1S44.  459. 

LELAND,  ZIBA  A.— Member  of  Assembly,  445;  Id.,  451^  Bill 
to  abolish  the  office  of  Bank  Commissioner,  456. 

LESTER,  ALBERT— State  Senator,  458;  Refusal  to  approve  of 
Gov.  Bouck's  course,  463. 

LEWIS,  MORGAN — Attorney  General,  41 ;  Associate  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  48j  Chief  Justice,  90j  Elected  Governor, 
103;  Difficulty  with  Dewitt  Clinton  and  Ambrose  Spencer, 
110;  Caseof  Stephen  Arnold,  112;  Re-nomination,  115, 118; 
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LEWIS,  MORGAN—  i 

Defeated,  120;  State  Senator,  13T;  Friendly  to  the  Bank 
of  America,  llil;  Council  of  Appointment,  167. 

LEWISITES— Hostility  between  them  and  the  Clintonians,  113. 
114,1 16,121,127,1-28. 

L'HOMMEDIEU,- EZRA— State  Senator,  G3^  Id,,  81;  Jd.y  110; 
Council  of  Appointment,  QiL 

tiNN,  ARCHIBALD  L.— Member  of  Assembly, 

LITCHFIELD,  ELISHA— Speaker  of  the  Assembly, 

LITTLE,  GEORGE  W.— Canal  Commissioner,  44fi, 

LITTLE-BELT— Action  with  the  frigate  President,  142. 

LIVINGSTON,  BROCK HOLST— Member  of  Assembly,  1A\  As- 
sociate Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  90j  Associate  Justice 
of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  Uii ;  Death,  278. 

LIVINGSTON,  CHARLES  L.— Member  of  Assembly,  3G5j  Id., 
374;  Id.,  379j  Id.,  3S9 ;  Speaker,  3SQ ;  Id.,  388;  Friendly 
to  the  United  States  Bank,  376,381  ;  Srate  Senator, 

LIVINGSTON,  EDWARD— Member  of  Congress,  5ii;  Opposition 
to  Mr.  Jay*s  treaty,  ;  Re-elected,  Ql ;  Mayor  of  New-York, 
87;  Resignation,  98j  United  States  District  Attorney,  28, 

LIVINGSTON,  EDWARD— Clerk  of  the  Assembly,  315 ;  Member, 
398;  Id.,  410i  Speaker,  4m 

LIVINGSTON,  EDWARD  P.— State  Senator,  12Cj  Id.,  267j  Id., 
4ir>;  Vote  on  the  Electoral  bill,  286^  Elected  Lieut.  Gov- 
ernor, 372 ;  Presidential  Elector,  3S4 ;  Resignation  as  Senator, 
43iL 

LIVINGSTON  FAMILY— Attached  to  the  Federal  party,  21; 

Change  of  their  politics,  41,02;  Jealousy  of  the  Clintons,  24^ 
LIVINGSTON,  GILBERT— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1788, 

30,31 ;  Presidential  Elector,  TL  , 
LIVINGSTON,  HENRY  A.— State  Senator,  11^ 
LIVINGSTON,  JOHN— State  Senator.  4iL 

LIVINGSTON,  MATURIN— Recorder  of  New- York,  106;  Remo- 
val, 113;  Re-appointed,  IIC;  Removed,  124. 

LIVINGSTON,  PETER  R.— State  Senator,  Ifil ;  Id.,  2U\  Id., 
314  \  Opposition  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  191,U)2,197 ;  Member  of 
the  Council  of  Appointment,  2QQ;  Difficulties  in  the  Council, 
200,201 ;  Altercation  with  Gen.  German,  209 ;  Speech  against 
Dewitt  Clinton,  22^i ;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821, 
241 ;  Opposition  to  Negro  Suffrage,  24S ;  Id.,  to  the  sufli-age 
proposition  of  Judge  Spencer,  2AQ.;  Vote  against  the  election 
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LIVINGSTON.  PETER  R.— 

of  Sherifl^  and  Couoty  Clerks,  258  ;  Member  of  Assembly, 
267;  Speaker,  268 ;  A  Clay  man,  365;  President  of  National 
Republican  Conrention  in  1831,  378. 

LIVINGSTQN,  PHILIP.— State  Senator,  55. 

LIVINGSTON,  ROBERT  R.— A  prominent  Federalist,  21 ;  Chan- 
cellor, 21  ;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1788,  28 ;  His 
course  in  the  Convention,  29j  Change  of  hia  politics,  62 ; 
Republican  candidate  for  Governor,  Gfi ;  Retirement  from  the 
office  of  Chancellor,  90j  Minister  to  France,  90^  Treaty  for 
the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  90j  Commissioner  on  the  im- 
provement of  internal  navigation,  IM  ;  Death,  15&. 

LOCO  FOCOS— Origin  of  the  term.  4QL 

LOOMIS.  ARPHAXED— Member  of  Assembly.  437^  Id.,  444  ; 
*  The  Peonle*s  Resolution,*  440,446. 

LOOMIS.  CHESTER— State  Senator,  3112  ;  Opposition  to  the  sus- 
pension of  the  Small  Bill  law,  413. 

LOTT,  JOHN  A.— Member  of  Assembly,  445;  State  Senaator.450. 

LOTTERIES— Prohibited,  2fi3 ;  Contract  of  Yates  and  Mc  Inlyre, 
2ii3. 

LOUNSBURY,  EDENEZER— State  Senator,  4£KL 

LUSH,  SAMUEL  S.— Member  of  Assembly,  314  ;  Id.,  365_;  Res- 
olution for  the  prohibition  of  small  bills,  308. 

LYNCH,  JAMES— Member  of  Assembly,  1S5;  One  of  the  'high- 
minded  Federalists,**224, 

LYNDE,  CHARLES  W.— State  Senator,  372^  la  favor  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposits,  394. 

LYNDE,  TILLY— State  Senator,  225;  Id.,  201;  Vote  on  the  Elec- 
toral bill.2M. 

MACK,  EBENEZER— State  Senator,  333.  . 

MADISON,  JAMES— Plan  of  government  presented  at  the  Na- 
tional Convention,  2^;  Elected  President,  I2S;  Opposition 
to  Dewritt  Clinton,  Ml ;  Course  in  regard  to  the  war,  143; 
Re-elected,  150 ;  Preference  for  Mr.  Monroe,  182;  Death, 
4DfL 

MAISON,  LEONARD— State  Senator,  323. 
MALLORY,  JAMES— State  Senator,  2fil;  Vote  on  the  Electoral 
bill,  2Sfi. 

MALLORY,  WILLIAM— State  Senator,  1S£L 
MANHATTAN  BANK— Charter  granted,  70;  Effect  on  the  elec- 
tion in  New-York  city,  IL 
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MANN,  ABU  AH,  Jr.— Member  of  Assembly,  343;  /d..  358j  W., 
365;  id.,  All ;  Opposition  to  the  allowance  to  Dewitt  Clin- 
ton's family,  348;  /rf.,  to  the  Chenango  canal,  368. 

JMANORIAL  TENURES—Difficulties  in  regard  to,  438i  Anti- 
Rent  party  formed,  467. 
JVI ARC Y,  WILLIAM  L.— Removed  from  the  Recordership  of  Troy, 
205 ;  Address  of  the  Buck-tail  members  of  the  Legislature, 
214;  Pamphlet  in  favor  of  the  election  of  Rufus  King  to  the 
United  States  Senate,  211 ;  Adjutant  General,  240;  Comp- 
troller, 212 ;  Albany  Regency,  2^ ;  Re-appointed  Comp- 
troller, 311;  Associate  J  ustice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  2i^2; 
United  States  Senator,  375;  Nominated  for  Governor,  1^  ; 
Course  in  regard  to  the  Chenango  canal,  335,396,389 ;  Result 
of  the  election,  SSI ;  Recommendation  to  issue  State  stock, 
3S5;  Re-elected  Governor,  397 ;  Views  on  the  abolition 
question,  403;  Protest  against  increasing  the  State  debt,  404; 
Re-nominated,  407 ;  Re-elected,  409;  Position  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Internal  Improvements,  411 ;  Course  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Van  Buren's  financial  policy,  414,415 ;  Recommends  a  Gen- 
eral Banking  law,  and  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  caAal, 
417;  Re-nominated,  419;  Character  aa  a  politician,  4 '22 ; 
Opposition  to  his  re-election,  422 ;  Defeated,  423;  Refusal 
to  convene  an  extra  session  of  the  Senate,  421 ;  President  of 
the  Democratic  State  Convention  in  1843,'4iifi. 

MARTIN,  LUTHER— His  course  in  the  National  Convention,  25  ; 
Defense  of  Burr,  121. 

31ARTLING  MEN— Opposition  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  112,138,137. 

MASONIC  FRATERNITY— Connection  with  the  abduction  and 
murder  of  William  Morgan,  327-332. 

MATHER,  HIRAM  F.— State  Senator,  358. 

MATTHEWS,  VINCENT— State  Senator,  59i  /rf..  7L 

MAXWELL,  HUGH— Opposition  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  USL 

MAYNARD,  JOHN— State  Senator,  4JiL 

JWAYNARD,  WILLIAM  H.— State  Senator,  358;  Friendly  to  the 

United  States  Bank,  376.380;  Death, 
HcCALL,  JAMES— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  243  > 

State  Senator,  281 ;  Vote  on  the  Electoral  bill,  2SlL 
McCarthy,  DENNIS— Member  of  Assembly,  4Qa. 
Mccarty,  JOHN— state  Senator,  320. 
McCLELLAN,  ROBERT— State  Treasurer,  fiii;  Defalcation, 
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McCORD,  ANDREW— Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  LUL 

McDonald,  ALLEN— state  senator,  379j  Adjutant  General,  11£L 

McDowell,  JOHN  G.— state  senator,  321L 

McINTYRE,  ARCHIBALD— State  Senator,  06;  Id.,  2in  ;  Vote 
'  on  the  Electoral  bill,  286  ;  Vote  against  the  removal  of  De- 
witt  Clinton,  2aL 

McINTYRE,  ARCHIBALD— Comptroller,  Setdement  of 

Governor  Tompkins*  accounts,  215.216.220.221.231  ;  Remo- 
val, 239:  State  Senator,  2iD;  Lottery  contract,  2fiiL 

McKOWN,  J  AMES— Member  of  Assembly,  221 ;  Id.,  261;  Recor- 
der of  Albany,  oUL 

McLEAN,  JOHN— State  Senator,  120;  Council  of  Appointment,. 

McLEAN,  JOHN,  Jr.— State  Senator,  3iiSL 
McLEOD,  ALEXANDER— Trial  and  acquittal  of,  MO. 
McMARTIN,  DUNCAN— State  Senator,  214. 
McMARTIN,  DUNCAN,  Jr.— State  Senator,  323- 
McMICHAEL,  RICHARD— State  Senator,  3Q£L 
MECHANICS  AND  FARMERS*  BANK— Chartered,  MIL 
MECHANICS  AND  WORKINGMEN— Party  formed,  3iiiiL 
MEIGS,  HENRY— Member  of  Assembly,  W. ;  Member  of  Con- 
'         greas,  235. 

MERCHANTS'  BANK— Charter  granted,  107,108;  Effect  on  the 

election  in  New-York  city,  IfllL 
MILLER,  JEDEDIAH— Member  of  Assembly,  219j  /rf.,  379  ;  Id.y 

417;  Report  on  Gov.  Tompkins's  accounts,  2ifl- 
MILLER,  JOHN— Member  of  Assembly,  221 ;  State  Senator,  22iL 
MILLER,  KILLI AN— Member  of  Assembly,  343. 
MILLER,  SYLV ANUS— Surrogate  of  New  York,  81;  Removed, 

LLfi ;  Re-appointed,  124. 
MITCHELL,  SAMUEL  L.— Member  of  Assembly,  61;  United 

States  Senator,  107;  Opposition  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  141. 
MITCHELL,  THOMAS  B.— State  Senator,  450. 
MONELL,  ROB'T— Member  of  Assembly,  342;  Circuit  Judge,  375; 
MONRO,  PETER  J  AY— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821 , 243; 

Report  on  the  Judiciary,  2^ 
MONROE,  JAMES— Nominated  for  President,  184;  Elected  190; 

Re-elected,  22S;  Death,  319. 
MONROE,  JAMES— Pledge  to  the  Equal  Rights  party,  iDS;  Mem- 
ber of  Congress,  409. 
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MOOERS,  BENJAMIN—State  Senator,  21i ;  Candi4ate  for  Lieut. 
Governor,  222;  Council  of  Appointment,  2fiL 

MOORE,  ELY— Pledge  to  the  Equal  Rights  party,  408_i  Member 
of  Congress,  409. 

MOREHOUSE,  EBEN  B.— "Member  of  Assembly ,  374 ;  Opposition 
to  the  re-charter  of  the  United  States  Bank,  ^IG. 

MORGAN,  JEDEDIAH— -State  Senator,  2S1 ;  Vote  on  the  Electo- 
ral bill,  2M ;  Opposed  to  the  removal  of  Dewitt  Clinton ^  291 ; 
Resignation,  ^-21. 

MORGAN,  JOHNI.— Member  of  Assembly,  322;  F^xiendly  to  the 
Unitad  States  Bank,  SSL 

MORGAN,  WILLIAM— Abduction  and  murder  of,  327-329;  Ef- 
fect on  the  elections,  231 ;  Trial  of  Lawson  and  others,  355. 

MORRIS,  GOVERNEUR— United  States  Senator,  TSj  Commis- 
sioner on  improvement  of  navigation,  lii. 

MORRIS,  RICHARD— Chief  Justice,  28j  Delegate  to  the  Conven- 
tion of  178S,  2^ 

MORRIS,  ROBERT  H.— Removal  from  the  Recordership  of  New^ 
York,  431i ;  Elected  Mayor,  431L 

MORRIS,  THOMAS— State  Senator,  59j  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, &L 

MORRIS,  THOMAS— Abolition  candidate  for  Vice  President,  404. 

MOSELEY,  DANIEL— Member  of  Assembly,  338^  Special  coun- 
sel in  the  Morgan  affair,  3ilS ;  Neglect  of  the  Senate  to  act 
on  his  nomination  for  Circuit  Judge,  353;  Re-nominated  and 
confirmed,  QiiL) ;  Resignation,  4C3. 

MOSELEY,  WILLIAM  A.— Member  of  Assembly,  SfiS;  State 
Senator,  ^JiL 

MUIR,  ALEXANDER  M.— Commissary  General,  240;  Re-ap- 

pointed,  272j  Id.,  317j  /rf.,  :ML 
NATIONAL  BANK— (See  *  Bank  of  the  United  States/) 
NATIONAL  REPUBLICANS,  351;  Unfavorable  prospects  as  a 

party,  304 ;  Coalition  with  the  Anti-Masons,  383;  (See 

*  Adams  Men'  and  *  Whigs.*) 
NATIVE  AMERICANS— Party  formed,  4fi3  ;  Partial  union  with 

the  Whigs  in  New-York  city,  4G3.467. 
NEGRO  SUFFRAGE— Discussion  in  the  Convention  of  1821, 

247,248. 

NELSON,  SAMUEL— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  241; 
Opposition  to  universal  stifTrage,  25Q ;  In  favor  of  preserving 
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NELSON,  SAMUEL— 

the  Judiciary  System,  252 ;  Vote  against  the  election  of 
Sheriffs  and  County  Clerks,  25S ;  Circuit  Judge,  274;  Asso* 
ciate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  215 ;  Chief  Justice,  405. 

NELSON,  WILLIAM— State  Senator,  251 ;  Vote  on  the  Electoral 
bill, 

NEW-YORK  AND  ERIE  RAILROAD— Loan  to, 
NEW-YORK  STATE  BANK— Application  for  Charter, SO. 
NICHOLAS,  JOHN— State  Senator,  UOj  Council  of  Appointment, 

NICHOLAS,  ROBERT  C— Member  of  Assembly,  343  ;  Id.,  358i 
/rf.,  3fi5;  /rf.,  aia;  State  Senator,  424. 

NICOLL,  FRANCIS— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1788,  28 ; 
State  Senator,  tiSL 

NOAH,  MORDECAI  M.— Opposition  to  hit  election  to  the  oflBce 
of  Sheriff,  212  ;  Friendly  to  Mr.  Crawford,  279^  Support  of 
Clinton  and  Pitcher  in  1S26,  325 ;  Change  of  his  politics, 
387 ;  Resignation  of  the  office  of  Surveyor,  388. 

NON-INTERCOURSE  SYST>EM— Substituted  for  the  Embargo 
law, 

NORTH,  WILLIAM— Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  52j  Id.,  133; 
United  States  Senator,^  ;  Commissioner  on  improvement  of 
navigation,  144. 

OAKLEY,  THOMAS  J.— Surrogate  of  Dutchess,  134;  Member  of 
Assembly,  185i  Id.,  221;  Friendly  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  212  ; 
•  Attorney  General,  215 ;  Removal,  239 ;  Support  of  Gen. 
Jackson,  339;  Associate  Justice  of  the  New -York  Superior 
Court,  349. 

OGDEN,  DAVID  B.— Member  of  Assembly,         Id.,  4ii 

OGDEN,  ISAAC— State  Senator,  ISlj  Id.,  267;  Vote  on  the  Elec- 
toral bill,  2&»L 

OLIVER,  WILLIAM  M.— State  Senator,  321^ 

ONDERDONK,  ANDREW— State  Senator,  58j  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment, fiL 

O'REILLY,  HENRY— Editor  of  the  Albany  Atias,  453. 

ORDERS  IN  COUNCIL— (English)  123. 

OSGOOD,  SAMUEL— Presidential  Elector,  49^  Member  of  Assem- 
bly, 24. 

O'SULLIVAN,  JOHN  L.— Member  of  Assembly,  437^  Id.,  445i 
Attempt  to  abolish  capital  punishment,  446. 
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PAIGE,  ALONZO  C— Member  of  Assembly,  338i  Id.,  358; 

Id. J  365;  Bill  to  establish  Safety  Fund  system,  360;  State 

Senator,  424. 
PANIC—In  money  market,  412,416. 
PARKER,  AM  ASA  J. —Circuit  Judge.  463. 
PARKER,  SANFORD  C— Member  of  Assembly,  afiS. 
PATTERSON,  GEORGE  W.— Member  of  Assembly,  379^  /«/.. 

388;  /<i.,  398i  Id.,  421;  W.,  430j  Vote  against  Chenango 
Canal,  300;  Speaker,  425;  /J.,43Q. 
PAULDING,  WILLIAM,  Jr.— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821, 

PECK,  BETHUEL— State  Senator, 

PECK,  JEDEDIAH— Member  of  Assembly,  6fii  Id.,  ril  Advo- 
cates abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  TOj  Prosecuted  un- 
der the  Alien  and  Sedition  laws,  Tlj  State  Senator,  104; 
Council  of  Appointment,  107. 

PEOPLE'S  PARTY— Formation  of,  260^  Opposition  to  Legisla- 
tive Caucuses,  290;  Outnumbered  by  the  Clintonians  and 
Federalists  in  their  Convention,  21*0;  Disaffection,  297. 

PEOPLE'S  RESOLUTION— Defeated  in  the  Legislature,  411;  Id., 
44G;  Id.,  4M;  Passed,  46£L  ' 

PHELPS.  OLIVER— Candidate  for  Lieut.  Governor,  LOL 

PHELPS,  SETH— State  Senator,  IHL 

PINCKNEY,  CHARLES  C— Federal  candidate  for  Vice  President 
107;  /d.,  m. 

PINCKNEY,  THOMAS— Federal  candidate  for  Vice  President,  JilL 

PITCHER,  NATHANIEL— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821, 
243;  Commissioner  tosurvey  State  road,  312;  Elected  Lieut. 
Governor,  326;  Acting  Governor,  348;  Separation  from  the 
Republican  party,  352. 

PLATT,  CHARLES  Z.— State  Treasurer,  150i  Removal,  178. 

PLATT,  JONAS— State  Senator,  131j  Federal  candidate  for  Gov- 
ernor,  132;  .Council  of  Appointment,  I£I:  Associate  Justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  169;  Friendly  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  191, 
205;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  242;  Advocates 
triennial  elections  of  Governor,  2M;  In  favor*  of  negro 
suffrage,  24S;  Supports  the  sufirage  proposition  of  Judge 
Spencer,  248 ;  Vote  against  the  electionof  Sheriflsand  Coun- 
ty Clerks,  2^;  Nominated  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  rejected,  270;  Resumes  practice  of  the  law,  212. 
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PLATT,  NEHEMIAH— State  Senator,  437. 

POLK,  JAMES  K.— Nominated  for  President,  4M;  Elected,  458- 

PORTER,  AUGUSTUS— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  258. 

PORTER,  JAMES—Albany  Regency,  390^  Death,  42^. 

PORTER,  JOHN— State  Senator,  45Qj  Opposition  to  Mr.  Croswell, 
454 ;  Refusal  to  approve  of  Gov.  Bouck's  course,  4fiIL 

PORTER,  PETER  B.— Removed  from  the  office  of  Clerk  of  OnU- 
rio  county,  106;  Commissioner  on  the  subject  of  improving 
the  internal  navigation,  144 ;  Secretary  of  State,  178;  Com- 
missioner to  run  the  northern  boundary,  183;  Member  of 
Congress,  184;  Resignation,  184;  Candidate  for  Gubernato- 
rial nomination,  193 ;  Supported  by  the  Tammany  men  for 
Governor,  195;  Adherence  to  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Clay, 339, 
241 ;  Member  of  Assembly,  243 ;  Opposition  to  the  allowance 
to  Dewitt  Clinton's  family,  348;  Secretary  of  War,  350; 
Support  of  Mr.  Clay  for  the  Presidency,  374. 

PORTER,  PETER  B.,  Jr.— Member  of  Assembly,  417;  Id.y  424; 
Id.,  130;  Id.,  437_;  Speaker.  438. 

PORTER,  TIMOTHY— State  Senator,  2SlL 

PORTER.  TIMOTHY  H.— State  Senator,  242. 

POWERS,  JAMES— State  Senator,  402. 

PRENDERGAST,  JEDIAH— State  Senator,  195i  Contest  in  re- 
gard to  his  seat,  202,203. 

PRENDERGAST,  JOHN  I.— State  Senator,  ITli  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment, 191- 

PRESIDENT— Action  with  the  Little  Belt,  M2. 

PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTORS— (see  « Electors  of  President  and 
Vice  President.*) 

PRIVATEERING— Act  to  encourage,  174j  Protest  of  Chancellor 
Kent,  and  controversy  w^ith  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Col.  Young, 

PROTECTION— (see  *  Tariff.') 

PUBLIC  LANDS— Distribution  of  avails,  SGCj  Proceedings  of  the 

New- York  Legislature,  377;  Resolutions  adopted,  440. 
PURDY,  EBENEZER— State  Senator,  97;  /rf.,  104j  Council  of 

Appointment,  97i  Charge  against,  and  resignation,  1 1 3. 
PUTNAM,  ilARVEY— State  Senator,  45(L 
QUACKENBOSS,  HERMAN  I.— State  Senator,  222- 
RADCLIFF,  JACOB— Resignation  as  Associate  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  99j  Mayor  of  New- York,  134;  Removal,  139; 
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RADCLIFF,  JACOB— 

Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  2A1 ;  Advocates  univer- 
sal suffrage,  2rl3 ;  In  favor  of  remodeling  judiciary  system,  2^ 

RADCLIFF,  PETER  W.— Member  of  Assembly,  142 ;  State  Sen- 
ator, 150;  Council  of  Appointment,  157 ;  Opposition  to  De- 
witt  Clinton, 

REDFIELD,  HEMAN  J.— State  Senator,  267i  Vote  on  the  Elec- 
toral bill ,  2SQ. ;  Eflbrt  to  procure  his  nomination  for  Circuit 
Judge,  3J0 ;  Declines  office  of  Canal  Commissioner,  40f>. 

REES,  JAMES — Bank  Commissioner,  3fiiL 

REGENCY,  ALBANY— 291,  aSlL 

REGISTRY  LAW— Proposed  in  the  Convention  of  1821,  250; 
Passsed  by  the  New- York  Legislature,  4.'U. 

REPUBLICANS — Organization  as  a  political  party,  21 ;  Friendly 
to  the  French  Revolution,  47i49_j  Divided  into  three  factions, 
86;  Hostility  of  the  Bucktails  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  197;  Separa- 
tion of  the  Bucktails  and  Clintonians,  199i  206^  207.  209; 
Position  in  regard  to  the  public  works,  2iQ ;  In  favor  of  a 
State  Convention,  218.  22fi ;  Removal  of  the  Clintonians  from 
oflBce,  23a ;  The  Regency  and  People's  party,  280;  The  Re- 
publican party  defeated,  292;  Attempt  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to 
re-unite,  314 ;  Opposition  to  a  U.  S.  Bank,  32f3 ;  Divisions  in 
regard  to  State  banks,  407,  408;  The  Independent  Treasury, 
414;  Defeat  in  1840,  43Q ;  Hostility  to  Gov.  Bouck.451,  456, 
457;  Position  on  the  question  of  annexing  Texas,  463;  Suc- 
cess in  1844,  467i  iO^ 

RESTRAINING  LAW— Propositions  to  repeal,  16S,  400 ;  Modifi- 
cation of,  410. 

REVISION— See,  'Council  of  Revision.' 

REXFORD,  SAMUEL— State  Senator,  358i  In  favor  (k  United 
States  Bank,  3IfL 

RHINELANDER,  PHILIP— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821, 
243 ;  Vote  against  the  Constitution,  2^ 

RHOADES,  ELIJAH— State  Senator,  437;  Candidate  for  Canal 
Commissioner,  4M. 

RIKER,  RICHARD— District  Attorney  of  New- York,  88;  Mem- 
ber of  Assembly,  113 ;  Friendly  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  IM ;  Can- 
didate for  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  169;  Be- 
comes opposed  to  Mr.  Clinton,  IM;  Removal  from  the  Re- 
cordership  of  New-York,  215;  Re-appointed,  239;  Id.  275. 
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ROBINSON,  PETER— Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  35S. 
ROCHESTER,  WILLIAM  B.— Circuit  Judge, 224,  Resignation, 

319 ;  Minister  to  the  Congress  at  Panama,  320;  Candidate 

for  Governor,  322 ;  Supported  for  United  States  Senator,  322 ; 

Friendly  to  Mr.  Clay,  324. 
ROGERS,  HALSEY— Member  of  Assembly,  44^ 
ROMAINE,  SAMUEL  B.— Member  of  Assembly,  221j  Id.,  260; 

Speaker,  2fi£L 

ROOSEVELT,  CLINTON— Member  of  Assembly,  4112. 

ROOSEVELT,  JAMES  I.— Member  of  Assembly,  323. 

ROOT,  ERASTUS— Member  of  Assembly, fifi;  /rf.,2ai;  Id.,  221; 
Id.,  229 \  Id.,  314  ;  Id.,  333;  Id.,  342j  Jrf.,365;  Support  of 
Col.  Burr,  102;  State  Senator,  142;  Id.,  430 ;  Opposition  to 
the  Charter- of  the  Bank  of  America,  151;  Speech  against 
the  nomination  of  Dewitt  Clinton  for  President,  1^ ;  AdTO* 
cates  war  measures,  160,  175 ;  District  Attorney  of  Delaware, 
201;  Opposition  to  the  canal  policy,  210;  In  favor  of  a  State 
Convention,  213,  229 ;  Attempt  to  impeach  Judge  Van  Ness, 
219;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  241;  Advocates 
annual  Elections  of  Governor,  245;  Opposition  to  negro  suf- 
frage, 242;  Id.,  to  thesufirage  proposition  of  Judge  Spencer, 
242;  In  favor  of  universal  suffrage,  242;  Judiciary  plan, 
251;  In  favor  of  appointment  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  by  the 
Governor,  257 ;  Advocates  election  of  Sheriffs  and  County 
Clerks,  251 ;  Address  to  the  people  recommending  the  ratifi- 
cation, 259;  Elebted  Lieutenant  Governor,  207;  Support  of 
Mr.  Crawford  for  the  Presidency,  277;  Re-nomination,  290: 
Defeated,  322 ;  One  of  the  Revisers,  302;  In  favor  of  the 
State  Road,  319;  Difficulty  with  Col.  Young,  321,  333; 
Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  333;  Id.,  343;  Id.,  36(»;  Opposi- 
tion to  the  allowance  to  Dewitt  Clinton's  family,  348 ;  Oppo- 
sition to  the  safety  fund  system,  367;  Declines  nomination  of 
the  Working  Mod  for  Governor,  362 ;  Candidate  for  nomina- 
tion at  the  Republican  Convention,  32Q;  Member  of  Con- 
cnress,  321 ;  Change  of  politics,  382;  Resolution  in  favor  of  a. 
National  Bank,  44£L 

ROSE,  ROBERT  S.— Delegate  to;;,the  Convention  of  1821',  243; 
Member  of  Congress,  305. 

ROSEBOOM,  ROBERT— State  Senator,  23 ;  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, 22. 
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ROSECRANTZ,  GEORGE— State  Senator,  m 
■  ROSS,  WILLIAM— Member  of  Assembly,  ISOj  Id.,  154i  W.*- 
165  ;  Speaker,  139i  Sute  Senator,  ITlj  Id.,  203;  Council 
of  Appointment,  iRfi- 

ROUSE,  CASPER  M.— State  Senator,  142_;  Indictment  and  trial 
of  Darid  Thomaa,  14a. 

RUGER,  WILLIAM— State  Senator,  4i4_i  Death,  4r)7. 

RUGGLES,  CHARLES  H.— Member  of  Assembly,  221 ;  Id.,  261 ; 
Circuit  Judge,  .'^•75. 

RUGGLES,  SAMUEL  B.— Member  of  Assembly,  417;  Report  on 
Internal  Improvements,  419;  Canal  Commissioner,  429. 

RUSH,  RICHARD— Candidate  for  Vice  President,  3^1, 

RUSSELL,  JOHN  L.— Member  of  Assembly,  4fiS. 

RUTGERS,  KENRY— Member  of  Assembly,  24, 

SAFETY  FUND— Established,  360j  Provisions  of  the  law  sus- 
pended, 415. 

SAMPSON,  ASHLEY— Nominated  f'or  Circuit  Judge,  and  re- 
jected, 321;  Member  of  Assembly,  459. 

SANFORD,  EDWARD— Member  of  Assembly,  451. 

SANFORD,  MITCHELL— Bute  Senator,  43^ 

SANFORD,  NATHAN— Member  of  Assembly,  130^  Id.,  138 ; 
Speaker,  13& ;  Opposition  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  141 ;  United 
States  District  Attorney,  141;  State  Senator,  142 ;  United 
States  Senator,  177 ;  Id.,  316 ;  Delegate  to  the  Convention 
of  1821 ,  241 ;  Report  on  the  right  of  suffrage,  241 ;  Vote  in 
favor  of  retaining  the  judicial  officers,  2M ;  Chancellor,  211 ; 
Resignation,  31fi. 

SANGER,  JEDEDIAH— State  Senator,  59i  Id.,  73. 

SAVAGE,  ED*WD— Stete  Senator,  31;  Id,, 90',  Id.,11^;  Presiden- 
tial Elector,  49;  Council  of  Appointment,  37;  Id. ,911;  Id., 11^ 

SAVAGE,  JOHN— Member  of  Assembly,  IM;  District  Attorney 
of  Washington,  202;  Comptroller,  239 ;  Chief  Justice,  271 ; 
Declines  office  of  Chancellor,  349;  Id.,  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  3i2Q;  Resignation  as  Chief  Justice,  40^;  De- 
clines Gubernatorial  nomination,  435. 

SCHENCK,  JOHN  I.— State  Senator,  342. 

SCHUYLER,  PHILIP— A  leader  of  the  I^'ederal  party,.  21i  SUte 
Senator,  23 ;  United  States  Senator,  27 ;  Candidate  for  re- 
election, 29;  Council  of  Appointment,  51 ;  Re-elected  U.  S.- 
Sesator,  01 ;  Resignation,  64. 
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SCOLES,  JOHN  B.— Member  of  Assembly,  421- 
SCOTT,  JOHN  B.— State  Senator,  433. 
SCOTT,  LEWIS  A.— Secretary  of  State,  35 ;  Death,  QiL 
SiCOVIL,  CARLOS  P.— State  Senator,  15fL 
SEDGWICK,  HENRY  J.— State  Senator,  4fii 
SEDITION  LAW,  69j  Prosecutions  under,  71 ;  Repeal,  97. 
SEGER,  FRANCIS— Clerk  of  the  Assembly,  343_i  Jd.,  388i  State 
Senator,  aM. 

SELDEN,  DUDLEY— Member  of  Assembly,  324;  In  favor  of 

United  States  Bank,  3IfL 
SENATE  DISTRICTS— New  division  of,  40^  Id.,  85i  Id.,  188; 

/rf.,24fi. 

SENATOR  IN  CONGRESS— Choice  of,  defeated  in  1825.305-311 ; 

/d.,in  1639,423. 
SERGEANT,  JOHN— Candidate  for  Vice  President,  383. 
SEVENTEEN  SENATORS,  236=288. 

SEWARD,  WILLIAM  H.— SUte  Senator,  322;  Political  course, 
373;  In  favor  of  United  SUtes  Bank,  370,380 ;  Vote  against 
the  Chenango  canal,  390;  Opposition  to  the  removal  of  the 
Deposits,  304 ;  Nominated  for  Governor,  396 ;  Attachment  of 
young  men  to,  396,422 ;  Re-nominated,  4J  a ;  Elected  Govern- 
or,  423_i  Exposition  of  his  financial  views,  425;  Recommends 
an  extensive  system  of  Internal  Improvements.  425;  Advises 
a  cautious  prosecution  of  the  public  works,  432 ;  Recom- 
mendation in  regard  to  the  alteration  of  the  common  school 
law,  432;  Controversy  with  the  Executive  authorities  of 
Virginia,  433;  Re-election,  436 ;  In  favor  of  the  distribution 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  Public  Lands,  438;  Removal  of  Robert 
H.  Morris,  439 ;  Embarrassments  of  his  administration,  443; 
Efforts  to  strengthen  and  unite  the  Whig  party,  444 ;  Re- 
commends the  speedy  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal,  445 ; 
Rejection  of  his  nominations  by  the  Senate,  442;  Declines  a 
re-nomination,  447. 

SEYMOUR,  HENRY— State  Senator,  ISlj  /rf.,  241 ;  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment, 200j  Canal  Commissioner^  2 12 ;  Resignation,  328« 

SEYMOUR,  HORATIO— Member  of  Assembly,  445i  Id.,  459  ; 
Id.,  468 ;  Vote  against  the  People's  Resolution,  4^ ;  Friend- 
ly to  Governor  Bouck,  465, 

SHARPE,  PETER— Member  of  Assembly,  197  ;  /</.,217;  /</.,226; 
Speaker,  22G ;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  241 ;  In 
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SHARPE,  PETER— 

favor  of  retaining  the  Judicial  officers,  2Ii4;  Member  of  Con- 
gress, ;  Delegate  to  the  Tariff  Convention  in  1827,  2^ ; 
Opposition  to  Gen.  Jackson,  341. 

SHELDON,  ALEXANDER— Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  99i 

107;  Id. J  112;  /<i.,  121 ;  Indictment  and  trial  of  Solomon 
Southwick,  L42 ;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  24i 

SHEPARD,  CHARLES  0.— Abolition  candidate  for  Lieut.  Gov- 
ernor, 135 ;  Id.,  447;  Id.,  IfifL 

SHERIFFS — Election  of  by  the  people  discussed  in  the  Convention 
of  1821.257. 

SHERMAN,  ALPHEUS— Member  of  Assembly,  338j  W.,  343^ 

State  Senator,  3^5;  In  favor  of  United  States  Bank, 
SHERMAN,  GEORGE  C— State  Senator,  453, 
SHERWOOD,  LORENZO— Member  of  Assembly,  4^ 
SHERWOOD,  LYMAN— State  Senator,  444  ;  Opposition  to  Mr. 
Croswell,  454. 

SIBLEY,  MARK  H.— Member  of  Assembly,  228;  SUte  Senator, 

430. 

SILL,  THEODORE— Member  of  Assembly.  314 ;  /d.,33S;  Oppo- 
sition to  the  State  Road,  319 ;  In  favor  of  the  Chenango'ca* 
nal,  335. 

SIMMONS,  GEORGE  A.— Member  of  Assembly,  430; 437; 
i</.,444. 

SKINNER,  AVERY— State  Senator,  4^ 

-SKINNER,  JOHN  B.— Member^  Assembly,  33Sj  Id.,  343^  iSffT 
35S ;  Declines  office  of  Circuit  Judge,  4iS* 

SKINNER,  ROGER— Member  of  Assembly,  13Q ;  State  Senator, 
195;  Opposition  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  197;  United  States  Dis- 
trict Judge,  228;  Council  of  Appointment,  22fi ;  Albany 
Regency,  291;  Death,  OliL  •   •  1 

SLAVERY— Abolished  in  New-York,  liKL  . 

SMALL  BILLS— Resolutions  in  favor  of  prohibition,  368,  397 ; 
Prohibited  by  law,  398;  Effect  of  the  law,  and  proposed  sjus- 
pension,  413,  415.  416;  Suspended  for  two  years,  417 ;  Law 
repealed,  427. 

SMITH,  ALBERT— Member  of  Assembly,  445. 

SMITH,  GERRIT— In  favor  of  Jbhn  Quincy  Adams,  350^  Aboli- 
tion candidate  for  Governor,  435. 

SMITH,  ISAAC  S.— Equal  Rights  candidate  for  Governor,  407. 
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SMITH,  JOHN— United  States  Senator,  99a  Re-elected,  llfi ;  Uni- 
ted States  Marshal  for  the  District  of  New-York, 

SMITH,  JOSHUA—Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821, 2i3 ;  State 
Senator,  3LL 

SMITH.  JOSHUA  B.— State  Senator, 

SMITH,  MELANCTHON— A  leading  Anti-Federali8t,  22^  Dele- 
gate to  the  Convention  of  17S9,  29i  Vote  in  favor  of  the  rat- 
ification, 30j  Member  of  Assembly,  AL. 

SMITH,  RICHARD  L.— Member  of  Assembly,  365. 

SOUTH WICIv,  SOLOMON— Clerk  of  the  Assembly,  91i  Id.,  09^ 
Id.,  112_;  Editor  of  the  Albany  Register,  127;  Sherifl'of  Al- 
bany, 120. ;  Indictment  and  trial  for  an  attempt  to  bribe  Mr. 
Sheldon,  149 ;  Candidate  for  State  Senator,  171 ;  Removed 
from  the  office  of  State  Printer,  17o;  Postmaster  at  Albany, 
IS3 ;  Defalcation,  203 ;  Self-nominated  candidate  for  Govern- 
or,  2M  ;  Anti -Masonic  candidate  for  Governor,  352 

SPECIE  CIRCULAR,  ni ;  Effect  on  money  market.  412. 

SPENCER,  AMBROSE— Member  of  Assembly,  SOj  Opposition  to^ 
George  Clinton,  50j  State  Senator,  55_;  /rf.,  66_;  District  At- 
torney, 57j  Council  of  Appointment,  fil ;  /i/.,  77j  Change 
of  his  politics,  C5_;  Removals  by  the  Council,  S'G,  S7,  bS,  S9 ; 
Correspondence  with  Mr.  Foote,  88^  S2;  Attorney  General, 
fll ;  Pamphlet  of  *Aristides,*  93^  Hi ;  Connection  with  the 
New-York  State  Bank,  97;  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  99_;  Opposition  to  Gov.  Lewis,  109. 110;  Presidential 
Elector,  12S ;  Opposition  to  the  Bank  of  America,  lifi;  Es- 
trangement from  and  opposition  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  146,  IM; 
Influence  with  Madison,  165;  Declines  office  of  United  States 
Senator,  177 ;  Opposition  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  177.  178.  1S9; 
Character  as  a  politician,  IS9.;  Reconciliation  with  Dewitt 
Clinton,  189^  19Ii  Chief  Justice,  213 ;  Vote  against  the  bill 
for  a  Convention,  229:  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821, 
2JJ  ;  In  favor  of  triennial  elections  of  Governor,  245 ;  Against 
negro  suffrage,  241;  Suffrage  proposition,  24S;  Popularity  of 
'  his  decisions  on  the  bench,  252 ;  Opposition  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  Justices  of  the  Peace  by  the  Governor,  257;  Nomi- 
nated for  Chief  Justice  and  rejected,  270;  Res-imes  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Law,  212;  Candidate  for  Associate  Justice  of 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  278 ;  Election  as  a  Uni 
ted  States  Senator  defeated  by  the  Crawford  and  People's 
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SPENCER,  AMBROSE— 

Men,  303—308 ;  Delegate  to  the  State  Tariff  Convention  io 
1821,  338:  President  of  the  Whig  National  Convention  in 
1844, 

SPENCER,  JOHN  C— Opposition  to  the  Bank  of  America,  151; 
Candidate  for  United  States  Senator,  2QQ ;  Member  of  As- 
sembly, 2l7iW^226j  Id.,  373j  Ai., 388;  Speaker, 21 7 ;  Course 
in  regard  to  a  State  Convention,  229,236,237 ;  Chntonian  Ad- 
dress drawn  by,  232 ;  State  Senator  300;  Report  in  regard 
to  Common  Schools,  318;  One  of  the  Revisers,  337;  Special 
Counsel  for  the  Morgan  affair,  3riO;  Resignation  aa  special 
counsel,  373;  Vote  against  th^  Chenango  canal,  31)Q;  Candi- 
date for  the  office  of  Comptroller,  427;  Secretary  of  State^ 
423 ;  Secretary  of  War,  443, 

SPENCER,  JOSEPH— State  Senator,  207j  Death,  21!L 

SPENCER,  JOSHUA  A.— Candidate  for  Attorney  General,  427. 

SPRAKER,  DAVID— State  Senator,  402;  Opposition  to  internal 
improvements,  405;  Opposition  to  the  repeal  of  the  small 
'  bill  lavs',  420. 

STARR,  CHANDLER— Member  of  Assembly,  3118. 

STATE  ROAD — Commissioners  appointed  to  survey  a  route,  312; 
Proceedings  in  the  Legislature,  319,  33;^ ;  Effect  on  election 
of  1826,  32tL 

STATUTES— Revision  of,  302,  337.  3M>  332. 

STEBBINS,  CHARLES— State  Senator,  314^  Bank  CVromiHsion- 
er,  36fi. 

STERLING,  MICAH— State  Senator,  402. 
STETSON,  LEMUEL— Member  of  Assembly,  j[fia;  ki.,MA- 
STEVENS,  SAMUEL— Anti-Masonic  candidate  for  Lieut.  Govern- 
or, 311 ; 

STEVENS,  SAMUEL— Member  of  Assembly,  300j  W  .  459 ; 
Candidate  for  Attorney  General,  427. 

STEWART,  ALVAN— Delegate  to  National  TarifT Convention  in 
1827,  33fl ;  Abolition  candidate  for  Governor,  442 ;  Id,y  466. 

STILWELL,  SILAS  M.— Member  of  Assembly,  379i  f*vor  of 
United  States  Bank,3Sl ;  Whig  candidate  for  Lic»*t  Govern- 
or, 3SiL 

STOP  AND  TAX  LAW— 440. 

STORM,  THOMAS— Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  90j  iW.,04;  Can- 
didate for  Lieut.  Governor,  UiL 
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STOWER.  JOHN  G.— SUte  Senator,  388;  Resignation,  AQ2. 

STRANAHAN,  FARRAND— State  Senator,  163j  Jd.,^§l^  Coun- 
cil of  Appointment,  176;  Vote  on  the  Electoral  bill,  2M. 

STROI^G,  HENRY  W.— State  Senator,  421 ;  Opposition  to  Mr. 
Crottwell,       ;  Refusal  to  approve  of  Got.  Bouek's  course, 

STRONG,  THERON  R.— Member  of  Assembly, 

SUFFRAGE  QUESTION— Discussed  in  the  Convention  of  1821, 

247-25Q ;  Extension  of  the  right  of  Suffrage,  318,327. 
SUPREME  COURT— Plans  brought  forward  in  the  Convention  of 

1821,  250-255 ;  Proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitution, 

SURPLUS  REVENUE— Distribution  of,  m;  Effect  on  the  money 
market,  412. 

SUTHERLAND.  JACOB— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821, 
-  211 ;  Proposition  for  triennial  elections  of  Governor^  245; 
Opposition  to  universal  sufi^age,  249;  Id.,  to  remodelling 
judiciary  system,  252;  State  Senator,  267;  Refusal  to  take 
his  seat  in  the  Senate,  268;  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  211 ;  Candidate  for  United  States  Senator,  321 ;  Res- 
ignation as  Associate  Justice,  4D5L 

SUTHERLAND,  SOLOMON— SUte  Senator,  73j  Id.,  fiL 

SUYDAM,  JOHN— One  of  the  « high-minded  Federalists,'  224; 
State  Senator,  267;  Id.,  387;  Vote  on  the  Electoral  bill, 286. 

SWART,  PETER— Member  of  Congress,  126;  State  Senator,  m 

SWARTWOUT,  JOHN— Member  of  Assembly,  66j  /d.,  74j  Duel 
with  Dewitt  Clinton,  23 ;  Agency  in  the  attempt  tounite  the 
Burrttes  and  Clintonians,  111,112. 

SYLVESTER,  FRANCIS— Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821, 
243  ;  Vote  against  the  Constitution,  258. 

SYLVESTER,  PETER— Member  of  Congress,  35 ;  State  Senator,  52. 

TALCOTT.  ENOCH  B.— State  Senator,  4fil. 

TALCOTT,  SAMUEL  A.— Attorney  General,  232 ;  Albany  Re- 
gency, 221 ;  Resignation,  3fiQ. 

TALLMADGE,  FREDERICK  A.— Pledge  to  the  Equal  Rights 
party,  4QS  ;  State  Senator,  4M;  Recorder  of  New- York,  43fi. 

TALLMADGE,  JAMES— Removed  from  the  oflSce  of  Surrogate  of 
Dutchess  county,  134 ;  Member  of  Congress,  218 ;  Opposi- 
tion to  the  admission  of  Missouri,  218  ;  Delegate  to  the  Con- 
vention of  1821,  242 ;  Opposition  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  244j 
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TALLMADGE,  JAMES— 

305;  Candidate  for  Comptroller,  222;  Member' of  Assembly, 
280;  Support  of  the  Electoral  bill,  282— 2S4;  Vote  for  the  re- 
moval of  Dewitt  Clinton.  292;  Nominated  for  Lieut  Govern- 
or. 296 ;  Dissatisfaction  of  his  friends,  297 ;  Election,  299; 
Course  in  regard  to  the  election  of  United  States  Senator  ifa 
•  1825,  3Qfi;  Candidate  for  re-nomination,  221. 

TALLMADGE,  MATTHIAS  B.—State  Senator,  91  ;  United 
States  District  Judge,  1112. 

TALLMADGE,  NATHANIEL  P.— -Member  of  Assembly,  342; 
State  Senator,  355;  Opposition  to  the  United  States  Bank, 
3S0;  United  States  Senator,  221 ;  Opposition  to  his  eli&ction, 
aai ;  Course  in  regard  to  the  Independent  Treasury,  414- ; 
Conservative  Convention,  420;  Attempt  to  re-elect  defeated, 
428 ;  Re-elected,  422. 

TAMMANY  SOCIETV— Its  origin  and  objects,  155  ;  Support  of 
Jefferson  and  Madison,  15fi;  Opposition  to  Dewitt  Clinton, 
193.  .  , 

TARIFF— State  and  National  Conventions  in  1827,  338j  Renolu- 
tions  of  the  New-York  Legislature,  244 ;  Tariff  meeting  at 
Rochester  in  1830,  374:  Act  of  1842,  449;  Position  of  par- 
ties during  the  Presidential  canvass  of  1844 ,  466. 

TAX — Mill  proposed  to  restore  General  Fund,3fil ;  /rf.,  by  the  law 
of  1842,  446. 

TAYLER,  JOHN— Candidate  for  United  States  Senator,  GT^  Stat©  ' 
Senator,  8i_i  /J.,  120;  /d.,  142;  Connection  with  the  New- 
York  State  Bank,  91 ;  Opposition  to  the  Bank  of  America, 
146 ;  Elected  Lieut.  Governor,  163;  Re-elected,  188;  2d., 
195 ;  Id.,  225;  Acting  Governor,  IM. 

TAYLOR,  HENRY  W.— Member  of  Assembly,  41Tj^  Id,  42^4; 
Advocates  repeal  of  the  Small  Bill  law,  417.426. 

TAYLOR,  JOHN  W.— Member  of  Assembly,  IGOi  Member  of 
Congress,  184j  Id.,  231:  Id.,  21)0^  Id.,  314;  Id.,  343; 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  224 ;  Id.,  314;  Ad- 
herence to  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Clay,  241 ;  State  Senator, 
437 ;  Resignation,  4.50. 

TAYLOR,  WILLIAM— Member  of  Assembly,  421 ;  Id.,  444, 

TEN  BROECK,  DERICK— Speaker  of  the  Assembty,  fil ;  Id.,  12. 

TEN  EYCK,  DERICK— Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  64, 

TEXAS — Annexation  of,  proposed,  463.  •  . 


THANKSGIVING— Observance  of,  recommended,  iOfi. 

THOMAS,  DAVID— Member  of  Assembly,  66i  State  Treasurer, 
125 ;  Removed,  135;  Re-appointed,  146 ;  Connection  with 
the  Bank  of  America,  145.110,147;  Indictment  and  trial  for 
an  attempt  to  bribe  Mr.  Rouse,  148,149;  Removed, 

THOMPSON,  SMITH— Member  of  Assembly,  74i  Delegate  to  the 
Convention  of  1801.  84;  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  90j  Chief  Justice,  167;  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  213; 
Associate  Justice  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  278; 
Candidate  for  Governor,  351. 

THORN.  STEPHKN— State  Senator,  104j  Id.,  267_i  Council  of 
■  Al>po^ntment.  lOTj  Vote  on  the  Electoral  bill,  2B^ 

THROOP,  ENOST.— Member  of  Congress,  184^  Circuit  Judge,  224 ; 
Nominated  for  Lieut.  Governor,  352;  Resignation  as  Circuit 
Judge,  353 ;  Sentence  on  the  trial  of  Lawsonand  others,  355 ; 
Elected  Liout.  Governor,  35ij;  Acting  Governor,  3C2;  Oppo- 
t«iiion  to  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  landd, 
300 ;  Nominated  for  Governor,  320;  Elected,  372;  In  favor 
of  a  ntll  tax  to  restore  the  General  Fund,  381;  Declines  a  re- 
nomination,  2S4 ;  Naval  officer  at  New- York,  38S. 

THROOP,  GEORGE  B.— State  Senator,  m 

TIBBITS.  GEOIIGE— State  Senator,  Hi ;  Candidate  for  Lieut. 
Governor,  188;  Member  of  Assembly,  '221.  ^ 
'  TIFFANY,  GEOUGE— State  Senator,  QL 

T1LL0TT80N,  ROBERT— Secretary  of  State,  iBh. 

TILLOTISON,  THOMAS—Secretary  of  State,  STj  Connection 
with  the  New- York  State  Bank,  97j  Removed,  113j  Re- 
appointed, LLC ;  Removed,  121. 

TODD,  WALKER— State  Senator,  312. 

TOMUr^SON,  THOMAS  A.— Member  of  Assembly,  223, 

TOMPKINS.  DANIEL  D.—Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1801, 
64 ;  Member  of  Congress,  104 ;  Associate  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  100;  Nominated  lor  Governor,  117;  Elected, 
t20;  Operations  of  his  friends  against  Dewitt  Clinton,  129; 
Rc-dected,  137 ;  Opposed  to  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
Aiueriva,  146;  Prorogation  of  the  Legislature,  147  ;  Oppo- 
Aittoa  to  the  re-uomioation  of  Dewitt  Clinton  for  Lieutenant 
•Governor,  161 ;  Re-elected  Governor,  163 ;  Popularity  and 
character  as  a  politician,  164 ;  Recommends  the  vigorous 
j^roeecution  of  the  war,  IM ;  Action  upon  in  the  Legislature, 
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TOMPKINS,  DANIEL  D.— 

170;  Endorsement  of  Treasury  notes*  172  ;  Proclamation  for 
.an  extra  session  of  the  Legislature,  112  ;  Increased  popular- 
ity, 113 ;  Declines  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  176;  In  favor  of  the  removal  of  Dewitt  Clinton 
from  the  Mayoralty  of  New- York,  ISQ ;  Opposition  of  Mr, 
Madison  and  others  to  his  nomination  for  President,  162,183; 
-Nominated  for  Vice  President,  IM ;  Views  in  regard  to  In- 
ternal Improvements,  187;  Re-elected  Governor,  187 ;  Last 
Message,  190 ;  Recommends  the  abolition  of  slavery,  190 ; 
Elected  Vice  President,  ;  Resignation  of  the  office  of  Gov- 
ernor, 192;  Controversy  with  the  Comptroller  in  relation  tp 
the  settlement  of  his  accounts,  215,216,219.220.221 ;  Nomi- 
nated for  Governor,  222 ;  Defeated,  225;  Re-elected  Vice 
President,  ;  Final  settlement  of  his  accounts,  2^;  Del- 
egate to  the  Convention  of  1821,  241 ;  President  of  the  Con- 
irention,  242;  In  favor  of  a  Council  of  Revision,  244;  In  fa- 
vor of  Universal  Suffrage,  249;  Opposition  to  remodeling 
the  Judiciary  System,  252 ;  In  favor  of  the  appointment  of 
Justices  of  the  Peace  by  the  Governor,  251 ;  Retirement,  25fl. 

TOMPKINS,  MINTHORNE— State  Senator, 430;  Resignation, 444. 

TOWNSEND,  HENRY  A.— State  Senator,  137j  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment, 167. 

TOWNSEND,  JOHN— State  Senator,  21A ;  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, 261. 

TOWNSEND,  ROBERT,  Jr.— Meml?er  of  Assembly,  409. 

TRACY,  ALBERT  H.— Member  of  Congress,  305 ;  Candidate  for 
United  States  Senator,  309,310;  Declines  nomination  of  Cir- 
cuit Judge,  320;  State  Senator,  364;  Id.,  393;  Vote  against 
the  Chenango  canal,  390;  In  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the  small 
bill  law,  413. 

TRACY,  JOHN — Declines  nomination  of  Circuit  Judge,  315;  Nom- 
inated for  Lieutenant  Governor,  384;  Elected,  387 ;  Re- 
elected, 397  ;  Id,,  407,409  ;  Re-nominated,  419;  Defeat- 
ed,423. 

TREADWELL,  THOMAS— State  Senator,  98j  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment, 100. 

TREATY— With  England  in  1795,  55,56 ;  Anniversary  of  alliance 
with  France,  62j  Treaty  of  Mr.  Erskine,  131 ;  Of  peace  with 
Great  Britain,  LSS. 
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TYLER,  JOHN— Elected  Vice  President,      ;  Acting  Preaidwt^ 
442 ;  Extra  session  of  Congress,  and  dissolution  of  his  Cabi- 
net, 442;  Course  of  his  friends  in  New -York  in  1842,  4M;. 
Nomination  for  President,  and  withdrawal,  464t465. 

TYSON,  JACOB— Member  of  Congress,  305;  State  Senator,  342. 

ULSHOEFFER,  MICHAEL— Member  of  Assembly,  197j  Id,^ 
221 ;  /ti.,  223;  /<f.,  2fil ;  Bill  for  a  Convention,  22a. 

UNIVERSAL  SUFi^AGE— Debate  in  the  Convention  of  1821,  250. 

VAIL,  MOSES— State  Senator,  69^  /rf.,  Tlj  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, 

VAN  ANTWERP.  DERICK  L.— Member  of  Assembly,  13(L 
VAN  BUREN,  MARTIN— Surrogate  of  Columbia,  125_;  SUte 
Senator,  150;  Jd.,  189 ;  Secures  the  election  of  Clintonian 
Electors,  154  ;  In  favor  of  a  loan  to  the  General  Government 
to  carry  on  the  war,  160;  Opposition  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  Ifil 
Proposition  to  repeal  the  Restraining  law,  1C7;  Reply  to  Gov. 
Tompkins*  war  message,  ICQ;  Defense  of  the  act  to  encour- 
age privateering,  174 ;  Support  of  war  measures,  175 ;  At- 
torney General,  111;  Opposition  to  Judge  Spencer,  177,178^>  ' 
Position  in  regard  to  Crawford  and  Monroe,  184;  Opposed  to 
the  nomination  of  Dewitt  Clinton  for  Governor,  191,192  ;  In 
favor  of  the  construction  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals* 
193 ;  Opposition  to  Mr.  Clinton's  administration,  197,200.203 ; 
Difficult  with  Col.  Young,  1^ ;  Attempt  to  remove  him 
from  the  office  of  Attorney  General,  2Q1 ;  Determination  to 
re-organize  the  Republican  party,  205 ;  Removed  from  the 
office  of  Attorney  General,  21 5;  Pamphlet  in  favor  of  electing 
Rufus  King  to  the  United  States  Senate,  217;  Report  and 
Speech  in  relation  to  Governor  Tompkins*  accounts,  2iS ;  In 
favor  of  a  State  Convention,  22fi ;  Letter  to  Mr.  Meigs  in  re- 
gard to  the  removal  of  Postmasters,  2Xi ;  United  States 
Senator,  237;  Political  prospects,  238 ;  Friendship  for  young 
men,  231>;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  241;  Speech 
in  favor  of  biennial  elections  of  Governor,  24 T) ;  In  favor  of 
admitting  blacks  to  vote,  247,248;  Opposition  to  Judge  Spen- 
cer's suffrage  proposition,  249 ;  Id.^  to  Universal  Suffrage, 
249;  Opposed  to  remodeling  the  Judiciary  System,  252;  In 
favor  of  retaining  the  Judicial  officers,  254;  Report  in  rela- 
tion to  the  appointing  power,  256 ;  Opposed  to  the  election 
of  Sheriffs  and  County  Clerks,  257,258;  Albany  Post-office, 
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VAN  BUREN,  MARTIN— 

264;  In  favor  of  Mr.  Crawford»  277.304 ;  His  friends  denomi- 
nated the  Regency  party,  280;  Efforts  to  re-unite  the  old 
Republican  party,  314;  Tacit  understanding  with  Dewitt 
Clinton,  211} ;  Support  of  Judge  Rochester  for  Governor,  225 ;. 
Alledged  bargain  with  Mr.  Clinton,  326;  Re-elected  United 
States  Senator,  236 ;  Contemplated  union  with  Mr.  Clinton 
and  his  Jackson  friends,  337;  Course  in  regard  to  Gen.  Jack-^ 
son,  330.341 ;  Skill  as  a  political  leader,  241 ;  Speech  on  the 
death  of  Dewitt  Clinton,  345;  Compared  with  Mr.  Clinton 
^  a  politician,  340,347;  Nominated  for  Governor,  352; 
Elected,  356;  Views  on  Internal  Improvements,  359 ;  Re- 
commends the  Safety  Fund  System,  252  ;  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  United  States,  361,362;  Difficulties  in  the  Cabinet, 
377 ;  Mr.  Van  Buren  a  candidate  for  the  succession,  377; 
His  resignation,  378;  Minister  to  England,  378 ;  Rejection, 
382;  Nominated  for  Vice  President,  2S2 ;  Elected,  2fi2; 
Nominated  for  President,  403 ;  Elected,  409;  Hostility  of  the 
Banks  to  his  Administration,  413;  Extra  session  of  Congress, 
and  the  Independent  Treasury,  414 ;  Opposition  of  the  Abo- 
litionists, 416;  Visit  to  the  SUte  of  New-York,  429;  Re- 
nominated for  President,  424 ;  Abandoned  by  the  opponents  of 
his  financial  policy  in  this  State,  436;  Result  of  the  election^ 
440;  Return  to  New- York,  442;  Presented  by  the  New- York 
Legislative  Caucus  for  a  re-nomination,  457;  Letter  on  the 
Annexation  of  Texas,  4^ ;  Defeated  at  the  National  Con- 
vention, 464.  I 

VAN  CORTLAND,  PHILIP—M ember  of  Congress,  ei ;  Addrest 
attacking  Mr.  Madison's  administration, 

VAN  CORTLAND,  PIERRE— Lieutenant  Governor,  36;  Declines 
a  re-nomination,  53. 

VANDERPOOL,  AARON— Member  of  Assembly,  314  ;  Id.,  365. 

VANDERPOOL,  JAMES— Member  of  Assembly.  185j  Delegate 
to  the  State  Tariff  Convention  in  1827,  22S;  Resignation  at 
Circuit  Judge,  .418. 

VANDUZER,  ISAAC  R.— Member  of  Assembly.  312. 

VAN  DYCK,  HENRY  H.— State  Senator,  409i  Associate  Editor 
of  the  Albany  Argus,  427 ;  Difficulty  with  Mr.  CroswelU 
and  dissolution  of  the  partnership,  453. 

VAN  NESS,  DAVID— State  Senator,  73. 


^2%  •  INDEX. 

VAN  NESS,  PETER— State  Senator,  36j  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, 2fi ;  Presidential  Elector,  TL  ' 

TAN  NESS,  WILLIAM  P.—Friendly  to  Col.  Burr,  81j  Pam- 
phlet signed  •Aristides,'  81>93 ;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of 
1801,  81;  United  States  District  Judge,  183^  In  favor  of  De- 
witt  Clinton,  191^205;  Death,  321. 

VAN  NESS,  William  W.— Removed  from  the  office  of  Surro- 
gate of  Columbia  county,  02 ;  Member  of  Assembly,  IM  ; 
Friendly  to  Gov.  Lewis,  UA ;  Associate  Justice  of  the  Su- 
.  preme  Court,  115;  Attempt  to  impeach,  219;  Delegate  to 
the  Convention  of  1821,  242;  In  favor  of  triennial  elections 
of  Governor,  245 ;  Supports  Judge  Spencer*s  suffrage  propo- 
sition, 2A^ ;  Opposition  to  the  appointment  of  Justices  of  the 
.  Peace  by  the  Governor,  257 ;  Vote  against  the  Constitution, 
258;  Declines  being  a  candidate  for  a  place  on  the  bench, 
269 ;  Resumes  the  practice  of  the  Law,  272. 

VAN  RENSSELAER  FAMILY— Attached  to  the  Federal  party, 
21. 

VAN  RENSSELAER,  JACOB  R.— Member  of  Asembly,  130^ 
Jd.y  154j  Id.,  1G6;  Id.y  185^  Speaker,  154j  Secretary  of 
Sute,  169i  Removal,  ITSj  Friendly  toDewitt  Clinton.  191 ; 
Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  212;  Supports  Jud^e 
Spencer's  suffrage  proposition,  248;  Opposition  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  Justices  of  the  Peace  by  the  Governor,  253  5 
Vote  against  the  election  of  Sheriffs  and  County  Clerks,  258 ; 
Delegate  to  the  State  Tariff  Convention  in  1827,  33S. 

VAN  RENSSELAER,  JEREMIAH— Member  of  Congress,  35^ 
Presidential  Elector,  11 ;  Lieutenant  Governor,  84. 

VAN  RENSSELAER,  SOLOMON— Removed  from  the  office  of 
Adjutant  General,  24D ;  Appointment  as  Postmaster  at  Alba- 
ny, 264. 

VAN  RENSSELAER,  STEPHEN— State  Senator,  51 ;  Elected  Lt. 
Governor,  55j  Re-elected,  66;  Federal  candidate  for  Govern- 
or, 83^  Jd.t  101 ;  Commissioner  on  the  improvement  of  the  in- 
ternal navigation,  144;  Canal  Commissioner,  IBS ;  Delegate 
to  the  Convention  of  1821,  241;  Member  of  Congress,  305 ; 
Candidate  for  United  States  Senator,  3M;  Death,  429, 

VAN  SCHAICK,  MYNDERT— Member  of  Assembly,  379i  In 
favor  of  the  United  States  Bank,  381 ;  State  Senator,  387; 
Kemble  and  Bishop  investigation,  4DQ.\  Resignation, 
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VAN  SCHOONHOVEN»  GUERT— State  Senator,  ITL 

VAN  SCHOONHOVEN,  JAMES— State  Senator,  03i  Id.,  84i 
Council  of  Appointment,  97. 

VAN  SCHOONHOVEN.  WILLIAM  H.— Member  of  Assembly, 
AM;  /</.,  432;  Id.,  ^ 

VAN  VECHTEN,  ABRAHAM— State  Senator,  03j  /rf.,  84j  Id., 
130;  Attorney  General,  133 ;  Removed,  139 ;  Re-appointed, 
;  Opposition  to  the  war,  ICQ;  Disapproves  of  the 
Hartford  Convention,  175;  Removed  from  the  office  of  At- 
torney General,  177:  Attachment  to  the  Federal  party,  199, 
204 ;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1S2J,  241 ;  Iji  favor  of 
negro  suffrage,  247 ;  Supports  Judge  Spencer's  suffrage  propo- 
sition, 249;  In  favor  of  a  registry  law,  250;  Opposition  to  the 
election  of  Sheriffs  and  County  Clerks,  257;  Vote  against 
the  constitution,  258. 

VAN  WYCK,  PIERRE  C— Recorder  of  New-York,  113;  Remov« 
ed,  IIC;  Re  appointed,  117;  Member  of  Congress,  305. 

VARIAN,  ISAAC  L.— Member  of  Assembly,  391;  Opposition  to 
N.  P.  Tallmadge,  391]  State  Senator,  144. 

VARICK,  RICHARD— Attorney  General,  3fi;  Resignation,  4£L 

VARNEY,  EDMUND— State  Senator,  444. 

VER  BRYCK,  SAMUEL  G.— State  Senator,  liia  ;  Delegate  to  the 

Convention  of  1821,  2AX 
VERPLANCK  GULIAN— Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  37_;  Id.,  59, 
VERPLANCK,  GUILAN  C— Hostility  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  LZS; 

Member  of  Assembly,  267;  State  Senator,  416. 
VIELE,  JOHN  L.— State  Senator,  214. 

VIRGINIA  DYNASTY— Hostility  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  126^  to  Gov. 

Tompkins,  IfiS. 
VIRGINIA  RESOLUTIONS,  69. 

WAGER,  DAVID— Member  of  Assembly,  39Sj  State  Senator, 
402;  Id.,  Afm. 

WALWORTH,  REUBEN  H.— Circuit  Judge,274 ;  Chancellor,  m 
WAR — Of  the  Revolution,  18]  In  France,  42  ;  On  the  continent, 
123  ;  Declaration  of  against  Great  Britain,  153;  Treaty  of 
.  Peace,  US, 

WARD,  JASPER— State  Senator,  207]  Vote  on  the  Electoral  bill, 

2Sfi;  Charge  against  and  resignation,  318. 
WARD,  JONATHAN— State  Senator,  114  ;  Council  of  Appoint- 

jnent,  130]  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  243. 
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WARDWELL»  NATHANIEL  P.— Member  of  Asssembly,338i  i^.  , 

343;  /J.,  417i  Tariff  resolutions,  ZM. 
WARREN,  MOSES— State  Senator,  312. 
WASHINGTON— Burning  of,  112. 

WASHINGTON,  GEORGE— Attachment  of  the  American  people 
to,  IS;  Political  preferences  and  appointments,  33;  Friend- 
ship for  Gen.  Hamilton,  33;  Declines  being  a  candidate  for 
a  third  term,  59i  Death  and  character,  72. 

WATERMAN,  THOMAS  G.— One  of  the  *  high-minded  Federal- 
ists,' 224:  Member  of  Assembly,  281  ;  State  Senator,  321. 

WATSON,  JAMES— Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  50^  United  States 
Senator,  (il ;  Resignation,  13 ;  Federal  candidate  for  Lieut. 
Governor,  S4. 

WATTS,  JOHN— Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  39;  Id.,Al  ;  7rf.,4a. 

WEED,  THURLOW— Member  of  Assembly,  300 ;  Id.,  365;  Course 
in  regard  to  the  election  of  Senator  in  1S25,  31Q ;  Anti-Ma- 
sonic Central  Committee,  3al ;  Editor  of  the  Evening  Jour- 
nal, 31Q ;  State  Printer,  433. 

WENDELL,  GARRIT— State  Senator,  ino. 

WETMORE,  PROSPER  M.— Member  of  Assembly,  3SS. 

WHEATON,  HENRY— Editor  of  the  National  Advocate,  151 ; 
Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,  241 ;  Opposed  to  re- 
modeling the  Judiciary  System,  2^  j  Proposition  to  retain 
the  Judicial  officers,  2M;  Opposition  to  the  election  of 
Sheriffs  and  County  Clerks  by  the  people,  257 ;  Candidate 
for  Associate  Justice  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court, 
278;  Establishes  the  New- York  Patriot  to  oppose  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, 280;  One  of  the  founders  of  the  People's  party,  28Q ; 
Member  of  Assembly,  2SQ ;  Support  of  the  Electoral  bill, 
2.S2-284 ;  Vote  for  the  removal  of  Dewitt  Clinton  from  the 
office  of  Canal  Commissioner,  2^ ;  Resignation  ai  one  of 
the  Revisers,  331 ;  Charge  d'  Affairs  to  Denmark,  337. 

WHEATON,  HENRY  G.— Member  of  Assembly,  43Q ;  /e/.,  431. 

WHEELER,  GRATTAN  H.— State  Senator,  342. 

WHEELER,  MELANCTON— One  of  the  «  high-minded  Federal- 
ists,'224;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821,243;  State 
Senator,  2iil ;  Vote  on  the  Electoral  bill,  2SfL 

WHEELER,  NELSON  K.— Member  of  Assembly,  45L 

WHIGS — Name  assumed  by  the  opponents  of  the  State  and  Nation- 
al Administrations  in  1834,  396 ;  Divisions  in  regard  to 
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WHIGS— 

Presidential  Candidates  in  1836,  403;  Success  in  1837, 416; 
Reverses  in  1838,  419;  General  success  in  1840,  436;  Flat- 
tering prospects,  AAl ;  Extra  session  of  Congress,  and  tem- 
porary disorganization  of  the  party,  442;  Attachment  to  Mr. 
Clay,  449.457 ;  Partial  unioij  with  the  Native  Americans  in 
New- York  city,  463.467 ;  Position  in  regard  to  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas,  AM ;  In  favor  of  a  Protective  Tariff,  466. 

WHITE,  FORTUNE  C— Member  of  Assembly,  ^TL 

WHITE,  HUGH  L.— Candidate  for  President,  402. 

WHITING,  BO  WEN— Member  of  Assembly,  281 ;  Course  in  re- 
gard to  the  Electoral  law,  2S2;  Circuit  Judge,  463. 

WHITNEY,  ASA— Canal  Commissioner,  433. 

WHITTLESEY.  FREDERICK— One  of  the  Anti-Masonic  General 
Committee,  SSL  — 

WILKESON,  SAMUEL— State  Senator,  3QQ. 

WILKIN,  JAMES  W.— State  Senator,  73^  Id.,  137j  Council  of 
Appointment,  90^  Member  of  Assembly,  127;  Candidate  for 
United  States  Senator,  1^ 

WILKIN,  SAMUEL  J.— Member  of  Assembly,  281;  Id.,  3^  In 
favor  of  the  Electoral  bill,  282 ;  Whig  candidate  for  Lieut. 
Governor,  466. 

WILLARD,  JOHN— Circuit  Judge,  4Q5. 

WILLES,  JAB EZ— State  Senator,  2^  ;  Vote  against  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  safety  fund  law,  AlA. 

WILLETT,  MARINUS— Mayor  of  New-York,  116j  Removed, 
124 ;  Supported  by  the  Marf  ling  Men  for  Lieutenant  Govern- 
or, lAl ;  Friendly  to  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Clay,  341. 

WILLIAMS,  ELISH A— Member  ot  Assembly,  IfiQ ;  Id.,  221 ; 
Id.,  343;  Opposition  to  the  war,  130. ;  Friendly  to  Dewitt 
Clinton,  ISl ;  Connection  with  the  Bank  of  America,  210. ; 
Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1831.  242 ;  Supports  Judge 
Spencer's  suffrage  proposition,  24£ ;  Delegate  to  the  State 
Tariff  Convention  in  1827. 33S. 

WILLIAMS,  EZEKIEL— Working  Men's  candidate  for  Governor, 

371 

.  WILLIAMS,  NATHAN— Friendly  to  Dewitt  Clinton,  1S2 ;  Dele- 
gate to  the  Convention  of  1821,241  ;  Opposition  to  universal 
suffrage,  2M ;  Vote  a^(ainstthe  election  of  Sheriffs  and  Coun- 
ty Clerks  by  the  people,  253  ;  Circuit  Judge,  274. 
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WILLIAMS,  RICHARD  H.— Member  of  Assembly,  451. 
WILLIAMS,  ROBERT— State  Senator,  120i  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, 133. 

WILSON,  ISAAC— SUte  Senator,  lOGj  Contested  seat  with  J. 
Prendergast,  202. 

WIRT,  WILLIAM— Defense^  of  Col.  Burr,  121_i  Anti-Masonic 
candidate  for  President,  3S3 

WOODS,  DAVID— Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  100;  Id., 101',  Mem- 
ber of  Congress,  305. 

WOODWARD,  BENJAMIN— State  Senator,  22i 

WOOD  WORTH,  JOHN— Presidential  Elector,  22;  Candidate  for 
United  States  Senator,  94,95;  Attorney  General,  99;  Remo- 
ved, 125 ;  Candidate  for  re-appointment,  177 ;  Friendly  to 
Dewitt  Clinton,  192 ;  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  2i3;  In  favor  of  a  State  Convention,  22^;  Nominated 
for  Associate  Justice  and  rejected,  270;  Re-nominated  and 
confirmed,  212;  Resignation,  ^ 

WOOSTER,  SHERMAN— State  Senator,  2G1;  Vote  on  the  Elec- 
toral bill,  286. 

WORDEN,  ALVAH— Member  of  Assembly,  437;  M.^  im. 
WORKING  MEN— Party  formed,  368.369. 

WORKS,  SAMUEL— One  of  the  Anti-Masonic  General  Committee, 
n.")! ;  State  Senator,  409;  A/.,  437;  Candidate  for  Canal 
Commissioner,  466. 

WRIGHT,  JOHN  C— State  Senator,  45£L 

WRIGHT,  SILAS— State  Senator,  2Si ;  Course  in  regard  to  the 
Electoral  bill,  285,286;  Adherence  to  Gov.  Yates,  290  ;  De- 
feat of  the  election  of  a  U.  S.  Senator  in  1825, 306-310;  Mem- 
ber of  Congress,  327;  Comptroller,  360 ;  Financial  views 
adopted  in  Gov.  Throop's  message,  380 ;  Re-appointed  Comp- 
troller, 231 ;  Recommendation  oi  a  mill  tax,  2^ ;  United 
States  Senator,  390 ;  Opposition  to  his  election,  390;  Op- 
posed to  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue,4Ll ;  Attempt 
to  prevent  his  re-election,  411.412;  Re-elected,  4l2 ;  De- 
clines nomination  for  Governor,  4.35 ;  Re-elected  United 
States  Senator,  457 ;  Declines  the  nomination  for  Vice  Presi- 
dent, 464 ;  Objectionf;  to  accepting  the  Gubernatorial  nomi- 
nation, 465;  His  nomination,  and  its  effect,  465.466 ;  Elected 
Governor,  467. 

YATES,  ABRAHAM,  Jr.— Mayor  of  Albany,  3S ;  Presidential 
Elector,  42x 
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YATES,  HENRY,  Jr.— State  Senator,  131j  Id.,  195j  Council  of 
Appointment,  115;  Id. ,  200 ;  Course  in  the  Council,  200, 
201 ;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1521,  2i3  ;  Lottery  con- 
tract, 2fiX 

YATES,  JOHiV  VAN  NESS— Recorder  of  Albany,  139j  Removed, 
ISO;  Member  of  Assembly,  206  ;  Secretary  of  State,  210; 
Re-appointed,  272. 

YATES,  JOSEPH  C— State  Senator,  HOj  Associate  Justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  125 ;  In  favor  of  a  State  Convention, 
221i;  Elected  Governor,  2Qfi ;  His  messages,  2M;  Mania  for 
offices  under  the  new  Constitution,  2fiii;  Rejection  of  his 
nomination  for  the  Supreme  Court,  270  ;  Course  in  regard  to 
appointments,  22Ii;  Hostility  to  his  administration,  2SS ; 
'  Desire  to  be  re-nominated,  223 ;  Extra  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature and  adjournment,  294^295. 

YATES,  ROBERT— A  leading  Anti-Federalist,  22;  Delegate  to 
the  National  Convention,  and  withdrawal,  24 ;  Delegate  to 
the  Convention  of  17SS,  2Sj  Federal  candidate  for  Govern- 
or, 35j  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  35j  Chief 
Justice,  3S ;  Republican  candidate  for  Governor,  ^ 

YOUNG,  JOHN— Member  of  Assembly, 

YOUNG,  SAMUEL— Member  of  Assembly,  106  ;  Id.,  UAj,  Id., 
314 ;  Speaker,  173j  if/.,  31 5;  Defense  of  the  act  to  encourage 
privateering,  174 ;  Advocacy  of  war  measures,  175  ;  Cdnal 
Commissioner,  1S8 ;  Opposition  to  Dcwitt  Clinton,  197^  Dif- 
ficulty with  Mr.  Van  Burea,  iSl;  Candidate  for  United 
States  Senator,  209;  Delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1821, 
241 ;  Opposition  to  negro  suffrage,  241 ;  In  favor  of  univerinal 
suffrage,  249;  Advocates  the  appointment  of  Justices  of  the 
Peace  by  the  Governor,  2^ ;  In  favor  of  the  election  of  Sher- 
iffs and  County  Clerks,  2a1  ;  Candidate  for  Gubernatorial 
nomination,  265  ;  In  favor  of  the  Electoral  bill,  290;  At- 
tempt of  Mr.  Cramer  to  form  a  coalition  with  the  People's 
party,  2I>Q ;  Nominated  by  the  Republican  Caucus  for  Gov- 
ernor, 290 ;  Friendly  to  Mr.  Clay,  299;  Defeated,  299;  Ad- 
vocates the  extension  of  the  right  of  suffrage,  318 ;  Opposi- 
tion to  the  State  Road,  319;  Difficulty  with  Gen.  Root,  321 ; 
Opposition  to  the  Chenango  canal,  335,367,390;  Delegate  to 
the  State  and  National  Tariff  Conventions  in  1827,  338,339  ; 
Report  on  the  Chenango  canal,  3^ ;  State  Senator,  391 ;. 
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TOUNO,  SAMUSL- 

JU.»  409 ;  Expu  nging  reiolutioiip,  399 ;  Attempt  to  repeal  tha 
rMtniniog  law,  400 ;  Oppoeitioa  to  internal  improvemeste, 
40S ;  Kemble  and  Biehop  inrestigatioD,  406 ;  Rea|g&ation» 

406 ;  Declines  the  nomination  of  the  Equal  Rights  party  for 
GoTernor,  407 ;  Vote  against  the  anspenaion  of  the  Safety 

Fund  law,  413;  Id.y  against  the  repeal  of  the  Small  Bill 
law,  426  ;  Removed  from  the  office  of  Canal  Commissioner, 
43:?;  Secretary  of  State,  446 ;  Opposition  to  Mr.  Crosvvell, 
454;  Attack  of  Mr.  Foster,  455^  Coatrorersy  with  Mr. 
Dickinson,  454,455. 
^ABRISKI£,  GEORGE  R.~Member  of  Assembly,  424. 
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This  book  should  be  returned  to 
the  Library  on  or  before  the  last  date 
stamped  below. 

A  fine  is  incurred  by  retaining  it  » 
beyond  the  specified  time.  ' 

Please  return  promptly. 


